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‘Revisionism’?

US Senators Barack Obama (D-IL) and Ken Salazar (D-CO) speak out against misuse of intelligence in the lead-up to the Iraq War, while Senators Boxer, Durbin, Reid,
and Dodd look on. In the past month, Democrats have gained the upper hand against the GOP. See p. 15. (Melinda Mara / Washington Post)

Alito Appointment
Placates Conservatives
Law Faculty, Students Cite Ideology, Likeability
BY NAMITA GUPTA

T

he events surrounding Harriet
Miers’ withdrawal of her nomination and the subsequent nomination of Judge Samuel Alito have raised fears
that President Bush has forfeited both the
political independence of the judicial
branch and the executive power to his rightwing Christian base. However, Alito’s
likeability, judicial temperament, and distinguished paper record have made him a
difficult candidate to oppose.
“Alito’s paper record is outstanding,”
said Gary Simson, professor of law and
Associate Dean of Academic Affairs at
Cornell Law School, “I don’t think that
there’s anyone who would suggest that it
isn’t. What we can hope for with him is his
temperament, as there have been many
people who don’t share his views but who
have worked with him, who say that this is
someone who is going to think a lot and be
very thoughtful, and that this will be more
than just a conservative rubber stamp.”
Professor Simson, who was one year
ahead of Alito as a student at Yale Law
School from 1971-1974, recalled that
“people thought very highly of Alito. He

was a fairly quiet, reflective person. When a
teacher would go around the class asking for
an opinion on a question, Alito would give
an opinion, but also ask for more time to think
about it.”
Ellis Oster LAW, of the Cornell Federalist Society, agreed that Alito’s likeability and
thoughtfulness were important factors in
President Bush’s decision. “I think the administration was looking more at
conformability on the abortion issue as its
main factor, and likeability as its second factor,” he said. “I’m assuming that Roberts and
Alito may have had better interviews than
others. Also, McConnell, Jones, and Garza
had been very explicit about their views on
abortion, while Alito had taken more of a regulatory approach.”
Nevertheless, Oster said that “there is
no question that conservatives should be
pleased with nomination of Sam Alito.”
Professor Simson echoed the sentiment.
“I think there are a lot of people—me included— who wouldn’t like to see Bush in a
position to make this appointment. Alito’s
ideological politics in the 1980s lead you to
think that he will be a very conservative justice, maybe in the mold of Scalia.”

See Alito, page 3

Corruption Remains
Endemic in Cornell
Student Assembly
Reforms Desperately Needed

W

ith one meeting left this
semester, the Student
Assembly has failed to
repair its wounded image following last spring’s elections disaster
and has continued, under the questionable
presiEDITORIAL
dency of
Tim Lim
‘06, to
promote the agendas of its inner
circle at the expense of the Cornell
community. Fueled by corruption
and motivated by power, the Executive Board acts as a grand puppet master, pulling the strings of
its underlings in order to enact their
agenda—which so far boasts the
manipulation of the Freshmen Elections, the biased implementation of
the by-line funding process that
sets the Student Activities Fee, and

a fraudulent plan to host a weeklong series of events to benefit victims of Hurricane Katrina.
Foremost, no rational individual can dispute the dreadful impact of Hurricane Katrina on our
society. As a result, our Student
Assembly passed a resolution establishing the Student Assembly Katrina
Relief Committee, headed by Engineering Representative Randy Lariar
‘08. Student leaders from across
AP
campus met twice with Lariar and
decided to host a weeklong series
of events in mid-October dedicated
to raise money for victims of the
Hurricane. Surprisingly, nothing
came to fruition from those planning meetings and Representative
Lariar, charged with a serious and
noble task, sat on the issue. In the

See Corruption, page 10
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Reverend Speaks on Involvement in Abortion
BY JOSH PERLMAN
Ithaca, NY- On November 11th, Reverend
David Evans, a retired minister from First
Baptist Church in Ithaca, delivered a SAGEsponsored speech at Cornell. The Reverend approached the topic of abortion from
a rare angle— not about whether it is right
or wrong— but about his own personal involvement with the issue.
Mr. Evans began his speech by recounting the first time he dealt with abortion firsthand. The situation involved a

‘We believed what we
were doing outside the
law was less immoral
than the law itself.’

young couple from Cornell several decades
ago. According to Evans, the couple was
in the midst of dealing with an unwanted
pregnancy. Evans tried to counsel the
couple and in doing so, found himself attempting to dissuade the couple from having an abortion, an act that was illegal at the
time. But Mr. Evans soon found his strategy inadequate. “I realized how desperate
[the couple was] to finish their education.”
In trying to deter the couple from an abortion, Mr. Evans realized that “he was not
really listening.” This marked the first time
that anyone that wanted to have an abortion had consulted Reverend Evans.
It was at this point that Mr. Evans
began referring women considering abortions to qualified doctors. Mr. Evans justified his actions, some of which were illegal,
in saying: “We believed what we were doing outside the law was less immoral than
the law itself.” Evans later reiterated that
“some laws are immoral.”

Michelle Malkin Lectures
on “Liberals Gone Wild”

Ithaca, NY- On November 15th, right-wing
blogger and author Michelle Malkin came
to Cornell at the invitation of the Cornell
American and Young Americans for Freedom to discuss her latest book, Unhinged:
Liberals Gone Wild, which she described
as an “anthropological study of
an…unhinged political species.” Her presentation was a mix of random snapshots
and invective against the left based on stereotypes and distortions supported by a
slanted presentation of photographs.
Stating that the media and academia
are the ‘natural habitat’ of liberals, she then
moved into a discussion of Jimmy Massey,
the former Marine who spoke about atrocities committed by US troops in Iraq and was
exposed for embellishing his stories, implying that the left consists entirely of liars.
Showing pictures of more flamboyant antiwar protestors, she sought to characterize
the entire left as radical and, indeed, crazy.
She then moved on to claim that the
left is also truly crazy, suffering from paranoia, stating that, “…in every closet they
[liberals] see Karl Rove.” Describing protests against the administration as ‘Bush-

TL

THE DEFINITION OF ‘TORTURE,’ APOCALYPTIC
PRONOUNCEMENTS, AND ECONOMIC HACKERY

a-palooza’s and ‘hate-fests’, she showed
pictures, again only representative of a minority of protestors, with signs stating that
the 9/11 attacks were an inside job or that
compared Bush to Hitler. She also criticized
Senator Dick Durbin’s comments comparing the torture at Abu Ghraib to acts of torture and cruel treatment in totalitarian regimes.
In addition, she argued that the antiwar left does not support troops. Among
her ‘evidence’ were quotations from Ward
Churchill and a soldier mannequin with the
sign “Bush Lied – I Died” which, as it was
hanging from a house, was described by
her as “hanging a soldier in effigy”. Malkin
also remarked, “Way to support the troops”
about a cold statement from left-wing
blogger Markos Zuniga about the deaths
of four private contractors.
During the question and answer session, she dealt with criticism of her presentation. In response to questions arguing
that her presentation did not represent the
mainstream of the left nor of antiwar movements, her simple answer was that her presentation did, in fact, represent the mainstream. In regard to her previous book, In
Defense of Internment, which sought to justify the internment of Japanese-Americans
d u r i n g
World War
II, she argued that
profiling, as
it is used in
affir mative
action, is
justified
when used
“for our own
survival”.

Conservative columnisst Michelle Malkin (MichelleMalkin.com)

audience members puzzled over how the
Reverend is able to reconcile these differences. One young woman was particularly
adamant that Mr. Evans’ actions in helping
women with abortions were fundamentally
un-Christian. Evans answered one question about abortion and the Roman Catholic Church in saying “As for the Roman
Catholic Church, they are against [abortion]
because the pope tells them to be...we were
able to get nuns to counsel [women considering abortion].” Ultimately, however,
Mr. Evans said that all Christians need to
speak for themselves on this issue.
One audience member posed the
question of how society can raise awareness about abortion. Mr. Evans replied: “It
wouldn’t hurt if we had a change in leadership in Washington, D.C.”

IN REVIEW

Right-Wing Blogger Employs
Distortion To Discredit Left
BY BENJAMIN SELIGMAN

Evans emphasized the issue of abortion safety during the 1960s, when abortion
was still illegal in New York State. “The
issue is not about whether [abortion] is right
or wrong. It is about where the abortion is
performed and who performs it.” Yet insuring safety for women with abortions, according to Mr. Evans, was no trivial matter
at the time. “It was risky for women, physicians, and clergy,” Evans explained.
Mr. Evans also expressed some of his
thoughts on the current state of the abortion issue in the U.S. as well as its future
prospects. “Abortion will never again be
illegal as it was in the past. The public will
not allow it.” In regard to the anti-abortion
movement in the US, Evans said: “I was then
and am [now] concerned about the meanness and mean-spiritedness of the anti-abortion activists today.”
A number of questions from the audience centered on the assumed conflict between Christianity and abortion. Multiple
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“We do not torture.”
- President Bush, Nov. 7th, 2005
“There’s no question in my mind that we did. There’s no question in my mind that
we may be still doing it.”
- Former Colin Powell aide and retired US Army Col. Larry Wilkerson, on the
practice of torture at US-run facilities, CNN, Nov. 20th, 2005

____________
“And if al-Qaeda comes in [San Francisco] and blows you up, we’re not going to do
anything about it… we’re going to say, look, every other place in America is off limits
to you, except San Francisco. You want to blow up the Coit Tower, go ahead.”
-Bill O’Reilly, reacting to a referendum in San Francisco outlawing
on-campus military recruitment, Nov. 8th, 2005

____________
“I’d like to say to the good citizens of Dover: if there is a disaster in your area…
don’t wonder why He hasn’t helped you when problems begin, if they begin. Just
remember, you just voted God out of your city.”
- Televangelist Pat Robertson, after Dover, Penn. voters vote out the school board
that supported teaching of “intelligent design,” Nov. 10th, 2005

____________
“More than a hundred Democrats in the House and the Senate — who had access
to the same intelligence — voted to support removing Saddam Hussein from
power.”
- President Bush, Nov. 11th, 2005
“But Bush does not share his most sensitive intelligence, such as the President’s
Daily Brief, with lawmakers.”
- Washington Post, Nov. 12th, 2005

____________
“If you’re too batshit crazy for the Daily Sun… Turn Left might be the perfect
match for you. Here, you can enjoy low editorial standards and even lower regard
for the basic principles of economics.”
- The Cornell Review, Nov. 2nd, 2005
“It cannot be said that prolonged tax cuts are an appropriate measure.”
- “Fiscal Irresponsibility,” Turn Left, Sept. 15th, 2005
“I felt strongly that a tax cut of the magnitude Bush had proposed was a serious
error in economic policy… too much went to high-income groups who would spend
less of what they received, and most of the cut occurred in later years, which helps
little if at all in the short term and damages our long-term fiscal position.”
- Robert Rubin, former Treasury Secretary and former co-chairman
of Goldman Sachs, In an Uncertain World, 2003
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What is This Sustainability Business?
Cornell Hub is Focus of Student Initiative

BY ALEXANDRA BERKE
Ithaca, NY- Sustainability is the new
buzzword on this campus. One of the most
widely used definitions for sustainability
comes from the Brundtland Report, a publication of the World Commission on Environment and Development. It defines
sustainable development as “satisfying
present needs without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their
own needs.” On campus and elsewhere,
sustainability is increasingly being seen
as more than just about the environment.
Supporters say that it is a more practical
approach to economics that respects
people by being cognizant of their time
and their rights.
Here and throughout the nation,
students and administrators are paying
closer attention to how their campuses
run and how to make them more efficient
in terms of energy and waste. More than
just a buzzword, it seems as though a
movement is forming. At Cornell, the
Sustainability Hub is at the forefront of
that movement. The Sustainability Hub is

a student run organization that has the
ear of Dean Koyanagi. Mr. Koyanagi is
the sustainability coordinator who works
closely with the administration in a position created by the Redbud Woods agreement.
The Cornell Sustainability Hub calls
itself “a student-led initiative supporting
our new Sustainability Coordinator in the
movement toward a greener and more just
campus.” Currently, the Hub is focused
on a number of projects addressing issues as diverse as: food purchasing, green
roofs, general green purchasing practices
and the use of organic fertilizers across
campus and educating the campus at large
about sustainability issues. Members of
the Hub have devoted themselves to one
of these areas, but its members say that
there is always room for new students to
join in the effort; after all, the Hub is meant
to be a place where people can bring their
ideas for changes in University policy and
try to implement them.
One spoke of the Hub is currently
involved in researching ways to foster
community sustainable food purchasing
policies, along with gaining a deeper un-

derstanding of how Cornell’s own dining
system works. At the end of this researchhopefully by next semester- this group
believes that it will have unique knowledge of the most cutting edge purchasing policies on campuses, enabling them
to make informed and feasible recommendations to Cornell Dining. An example of
one recommendation the group may make
is to purchase more produce from local
farms. When the report is written, the students will have a rough blueprint for how
Cornell Dining can buy more locally- much
more than just a vague suggestion.
Another spoke of the Hub is involved in the creation of green roofs
around the campus, hopefully starting
with the roof of the new MVR extension.
Buildings that feature green roofs usually have a layer of soil and plants between the roof and the elements. Jeanette
Compton, a graduate student who spent
this summer working on the first green
roof in the Bronx, explains that green roofing provides extra insulation in the winter
and shades the roof, keeping it cooler in
the summer and decreasing energy costs.
Other benefits include durability, as these

roofs last two to three times longer than
regular roofing. However, the current cost
per square foot for green roofing in the
United States is greater than regular roofing because our technology remains ten
to fifteen years behind Germany and Japan. In addition to the benefits of increased energy savings, supporters maintain that green roofing transforms a drab
space into usable and interesting one.
The outreach spoke is currently creating sustainability bulletin boards set up
in high traffic campus locations, including Uris Library and student unions such
as Tatkon Center, RPU, and Noyes. The
boards will encourage students to get involved on campus and provide further
information on sustainability issues by
providing simple tips on how to live a
more sustainable lifestyle, such as by
shutting off computers at night
The sustainability movement is just
gaining momentum. The Redbud Woods
controversy raised consciousness on this
campus, but it was just one manifestation
of a growing national awareness.
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Cornell Responds to Alito
Continued from Alito,
on Cover ...
Deitrich Zook LAW, drew attention to
an application Alito filled out when applying to work with Reagan’s attorney general,
in which Alito wrote that he believed in limited government, federalism, strong defense,
and a “government role in protecting traditional values.” “What should we make of
this?” Zook asked, “I would guess Alito
wants less government sponsored health
care, fewer air and water quality standards,
less funding for schools,” he said. “It also
seems that Alito wants to spend more on
invasion of foreign countries and put more
people in our prison system, which is already the largest in the world.”

Alito’s solid conservative credentials
indicate that far right opposition to Harriet
Miers’ nomination was not based on her
inexperience as a justice, contrary to statements otherwise. Bush likely cowed to his
base after he could not assure them that
Miers could rule in favor of restrictions on
abortion and the promotion of religion if
appointed to the Supreme Court. In addition, Bush has been experiencing an all-time
low in his approval ratings given the spiraling loss of lives in Iraq, the indictment of
Cheney’s aide “Scooter” Libby, and
bumbled relief efforts after Hurricane
Katrina.
A small sample of decisions provides
significant insight into the impact Alito’s
appointment to Court would have on our
constitutionally protected rights:

Supreme Court nominee Samuel Alito, second from left, walking down the halls of
Congress to meet with Sen. Johnny Isakson (R-GA) on Nov. 18th. (Lauren Victoria
Burke / AP)

The Alito nomination is likely a death
knell to fundamental values, such as the
right to an abortion. In Planned Parenthood v. Casey, although he concurred with
the majority on a number of restrictive abortion related matters in Pennsylvania, Alito
was the lone dissent arguing that women
seeking abortion should be required to inform their husbands. He noted that “[a]t
best, the record shows that [the notice requirement] would inhibit abortions ‘to some
degree’ or that “some women [would] be
less likely to choose to have an abortion by
virtue of the presence” of [the notice requirement].” He also noted that “Pennsylvania has a legitimate interest in furthering
the husband’s interest in the fate of the fetus,” reaffirming male dominance over a
woman’s right to choose. The plurality on
the Supreme Court ignored Alito’s dissent,
striking down the notice requirement as falling foul of the prohibition on restrictions
posing an ‘undue burden’ on abortion.
If confirmed to the Court, Alito will hear
two cases involving similar restrictions on
abortion: Ayotte v. Planned Parenthood of
Northern New England, questioning
whether a teenager may forgo the 48-hour
waiting requirement to get an abortion if it
threatens her health; and Carhart v.
Gonzales, reviewing a partial birth abortion
ban and questioning whether an exception
can be made if the mother’s health is at risk.
Considering Alito’s judicial history and opposition to abortion, his vote that health
exceptions cannot overcome these restrictions in New Hampshire will likely result in
“a matter of a year or two before all red states
revoke their health exception [to abortions],”
according to a recent The Nation interview
of Dara Klassel, who is representing
Planned Parenthood of Northern New England in the Supreme Court.
Alito has also ruled in favor of state
sponsored religion, holding that a display
containing both religious and secular symbols in front of a state government building
did not violate the Establishment Clause. An
article in the New York Times noted that Sen-

For some, Alito’s
temperament gives hope
that his appointment is
more than a conservative
rubber stamp.
ator Cornyn from Texas and Alito discussed
the case of Santa Fe Independent School
District v. Doe, in which the Supreme Court
held that student led prayer before a football game violated the Establishment
Clause. The article quoted Cornyn noting
that Alito “commiserated” with him over the
Court’s ruling. If Alito’s previous decisions
regarding violations of the Establishment
Clause are any indication of his future rulings as a Supreme Court justice, he will likely rule against challenges to the pledge of
allegiance and in favor of state sponsored
religion. “Alito will certainly not be a
strong proponent of the separation of
church and state,” Professor Simson said.
Alito was also the lone dissent in the
Title VII discrimination case, Bray v. Marriot Hotels. In his dissent, Alito held that
the plaintiff housekeeping manager did not
present enough evidence that would allow
a reasonable jury to conclude that the hotel offered only pretextual reasons for promoting another individual. The majority in
the case which ruled in favor of the manager noted that he had been discriminated on
the basis of race, and also wrote that Alito
would have protected racist employers by
“immuniz[ing] an employer from the reach
of Title VII if the employer’s belief that it
had selected the ‘best’ candidate was the
result of conscious racial bias.”
With additional reporting by
Sathya Gosselin and Wayne Huang
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The Passing of an American Icon
Rosa Parks Dead at 92

BY RICH GETZEL
Washington, D.C.- Among all the glorious
battles fought by salt-of-the-earth American heroes, there is one which is truly the
stuff of legend, only one which captivates
as much as it inspires. On December 1st,
1955, a humble Alabama black woman refused to give up her seat on a bus to a white
man. Little did Rosa Parks know that this
single act of defiance would give birth to a
movement that set about fulfilling the beautiful promises of the Constitution. This
woman did something for the American
dream that only a select few have; she helped
make it a reality.
On October 24th, nearly 50 years after
the refusal heard ‘round the world, the
mother of the Civil Rights movement passed
away peacefully in her sleep. Her emaciated 92-year-old frame belied the generations she spent as an outspoken and impassioned social activist. In 1996, the government awarded Rosa Parks with the Presidential Medal of Honor, in recognition of

outstanding contributions made by civilians to American life. Then, in 1999, she
was awarded the Congressional Gold
Medal, the nation’s highest civilian honor.
But the medals do not begin to tell the tale
of a heroic woman who hungered and
thirsted for racial equality and, in doing so,
became a bona fide catalyst of an era which
sought to affirm the sacred principle that
“All men are created equal.”
The years straddling her heroic deed
marked the reign of Jim Crow, a grotesque
set of laws in the South that sanctioned
racial discrimination in public accommodations. Segregation was the order of the day,
but “separate and equal” was a lie that
masked the indignities that racial minorities
had to suffer and the dreams they had to
forgo. The land of opportunity was an exclusive club, and Rosa Parks knew it.
But on one fateful December day, a
Montgomery, Alabama seamstress who was
an active member of the NAACP decided to
stand up by sitting down. By staying still,
Rosa Parks set into motion a chain of events

that unleashed the fury of millions of
disheartened Americans who were
ready to challenge the status quo.
The immediate aftermath of her arrest,
a result of refusing to give up her seat,
was a 381-day boycott organized by
a then little-known Baptist Minister,
Martin Luther King Jr. The civil rights
movement had begun, and the 1964
Civil Rights Act was a testament to
the millions of civic-minded individuals who, against formidable odds,
poured their blood, sweat, and tears
into the cause of justice.
In the pantheon of American heroes wrought with flawed founding
fathers and haughty entertainers,
Rosa Parks is a refreshing symbol of
purity and genuine righteousness.
Endowed with an unerring sense of
right and wrong, all she did was follow her conscience. The end result
was a nation better than when she
found it.

TL Rosa Parks (AP)

National News Bulletin
BY JOSH PERLMAN
-The Supreme Court is meeting this week to hear its first abortion case in five
years. The issue at hand is the requirement that pregnant teenagers’ parents be
notified before an abortion is performed.
- Rep. Randy ‘Duke’ Cunningham (R- CA) resigns in tears after entering into a
felony plea for bribery and tax evasion. The House ethics committee has repeat- -Fearing that negotiations were stalling, the F.A.A. called for mediation talks with
edly declined to investigate Rep. Cunningham. He has admitted to accepting unionized air traffic controllers this past Monday.
over $2.4 million in bribes, a Rolls-Royce, and various furniture antiquities as gifts.
- New memo shows that Samuel Alito urged the Reagan administration to chal-In concert with the Bush administration’s newly announced comprehensive strat- lenge Roe v. Wade in 1985.
egy for victory in Iraq, military officials have requested an additional $3.9 billion
for next year to help train, arm, and outfit Iraqi soldiers and develop Iraqi police -Documents released by the Justice Department on Monday indicate Supreme
Court nominee Samuel J. Alito was an important proponent for the expansion of
infrastructure.
law enforcement and prosecution power in the Reagan administration.
-The Transportation Security Administration is set to announce that airline passengers will soon be permitted to carry scissors and other small tools on airplanes -New Hampshire Democrats have proposed a plan to increase the diversity of
representation in the primaries by directly following the New Hampshire and Iowa
again.
primaries with primaries in states with more diverse populations.
-On Monday, President Bush initiated his new effort to change US immigration
policy. Bush emphasized curbing illegal immigration and tried to ameliorate Re- -According to a new Congressional Report, the US government’s efforts to aid
publicans’ concerns over his plans to grant temporary legal status to illegal immi- foreign countries in cutting off funding to terrorists have been damaged by conflicts among American agencies, scant funding, and poor leadership.
grants already in the US.

International News
Bulletin
BY BEN SELIGMAN

Africa:
-World Health Organization apologizes for failure to meet ‘3 by 5’ goal: 3 million in poor
countries receiving HIV treatment by 2005 – Ugandan rebel group Lord’s Resistance
Army calls for peace talks with Ugandan government – Darfur peace talks resume under
AU auspices – Kenyan President Kibaki bans opposition rallies after losing major constitutional referendum – Ugandan opposition leader Kizza Besigye charged with treason;
critics argue charges are politically motivated -

Americas:
-3 Venezuelan opposition parties boycott poll due to unfair campaigning conditions –
Canadian PM Paul Martin calls for elections after no-confidence vote – Honduran opposition wins elections – UN criticizes Haitian justice system for imprisonment without
charges – Venezuela, Spain in arms deal -

Asia/Pacific:
-French oil company Total to pay compensation to Burmese forced laborers – Chinese
chemical plant explodes, releases 100 tons of toxic benzene into Amur River – Uzbekistan
tries more proestors for treason over Andijan demonstrations, which ended in government massacre of 500 civillians – Sri Lanka elects hardliner Mahinda Rajapakse, who
offers to negotiate ceasefire with Tamil Tigers - Nine die in Bangladesh bombing blamed
on Islamic militants – China coal mine blast kills 140 – Fears in Japan as major architect
admits fraud in claiming buildings he designed were earthquake-proof-

Europe:
-Local investigators blame Russian forces for botched Beslan hostage rescue, which
killed 331 people – Swedish anti-gay pastor acquitted on charges of inciting hatred –
Chechens elect new President, offers to talk to rebels – Former Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic criticizes effort to split trials over Bosnian War, Kosovo to expedite trial
– Azeris protest unfair elections, government vows to avert any effort at revolution -

Middle East:
-Israeli Labour Party elects Amir Peretz as leader over Nobel Laureate Shimon Peres – Ariel
Sharon quits Likud Party to form new, centrist party, calls for new elections – Iranian
pilgrims, four Western aid workers, held hostage in Iraq – Primaries for Fatah candidates
in Palestinian elections beset by fraud – United Arab Emirates arrests 26 men on charges
of homosexuality-
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Is Jeanine Pirro Still Running for District Attorney?
Cornell Visit a Portend of Shaky Campaign
BY NATHAN POFFENBARGER
Ithaca, NY- In recent weeks, Jeanine Pirro’s
Senate campaign has lost more than a little
traction, with several high-ranking state Republicans still refusing to endorse her. It is
not surprising then that her appearance at
Cornell in October was
more than a bit disappointing. Most of the
NEWS
people in attendance
ANALYSIS had come to see the Republican Party’s answer
to Hillary Clinton. This
was supposed to be the candidate that would
face her in the upcoming 2006 race for a seat
in the U.S. Senate. Surprisingly, however, Pirro
never mentioned Hillary Clinton. In fact, she

Pirro failed to explain
the relationship between
having a plethora of
stories about abuse and
violence, and serving as
an effective United States
Senator.
made very little mention of the Senate race at
all.
Instead, Pirro spent most of her time
talking about her experience as a District Attorney in Westchester County, New York. “It
was almost as if she was under the impression
that she was running for another term as District Attorney,” remarked Farah Ahmad ‘07,

who was in attendance. Pirro told a number of
graphic stories about her experience with crime
and domestic violence. Unfortunately, she
failed to explain the relationship between having a plethora of gruesome stories about abuse
and violence, and serving as an effective
United States Senator.
Perhaps Pirro was just trying to establish herself as the “law and order” candidate,
but it was notable that she failed to mention
anything regarding her husband’s conviction
on 66 counts of federal tax fraud or the 17
months he spent in prison for those charges.
It’s probably easier for her to overlook that
kind of violation of the law because one of
those 66 counts was her new Mercedes.
Pirro also neglected to mention that she
herself was investigated concerning her use
of Westchester County taxpayer dollars to
employ personal bodyguards and drivers.
The Pirro scandal is not just an ethical
issue that calls into question her commitment
to justice, but also serves as an illustration of
Pirro’s ineffectiveness as a leader of the public. During her appearance, Pirro briefly deviated from anecdotal stories about her work as
a District Attorney to discuss job security for
New Yorkers and Americans. What she didn’t
tell Cornellians was that her waste of taxpayer
money on personal services resulted in substantial budget cuts in the D.A.'s office, which
eventually cost six prosecutors their jobs.
While Pirro was not about to bring up
her flaws, neither was the audience. The event
had been organized by the Cornell Republicans and Women in Politics, which made for a
neutral atmosphere. The toughest question
she received during her appearance was from
a woman asking her to articulate her position
on abortion. She justified her pro-choice
stance on abortion to the conservative crowd
by again referring to her experience in the District Attorney’s office.

All political
candidates have
to tout their past
experiences to
justify to voters
that they deserve
a higher level of
leadership. However, by touting
her credentials,
Pirro showed an
inability to tackle
issues outside her
area of expertise.
Some have
argued that Pirro’s
appearance at
Cornell was not
designed to be a
stop on the campaign trail. If this
is true however, it
bodes poorly for
the Pirro Senate
campaign, which
has recently suffered under a
string of bad
news. Is she just
biding her time to
the 2006 elections
by riding the col- Jeanine Pirro meets with Cornell students after her speech. (WYH)
lege lecture circuit
and hoping that Clinton’s 31 percent lead in ingness to deviate from discussing her expethe polls will just magically fade away?
rience as a District Attorney left some wonThroughout her appearance at Cornell, dering how Jeanine Pirro would apply her own
Pirro frequently repeated the pledge that she brand of conservative beliefs to the country if
“always sees things through to the end.” Un- she were elected to the Senate. We will most
fortunately, for many Democratic-leaning vot- likely never know until she stops running for
ers, this phrase is eerily reminiscent of Presi- Westchester County District Attorney.
dent Bush’s “stay the course” mantra which
he frequently uses to dodge questions reTL
garding progress in Iraq. Yet Pirro’s unwill-

Administration Not Limited in Size, but in Effectiveness
White House Battles Historically Low Poll Numbers, Disgruntled Conservatives
BY CLAIRE LAMBRECHT

L

ast September, Rush Limbaugh aimed
a stinging criticism at then-Presidential nominee John Kerry. Citing a Washington Post/ABC News poll which gave Kerry
a 36% approval rating, Limbaugh launched a
tirade against the Senator from Massachusetts: “Just how low Kerry’s standing has
fallen cannot be appreciated fully without
comparing his standing with other household
names in Gallup polls over the years. Kerry
finds himself in a dead heat now, in terms of
how favorably he is viewed, with Martha
Stewart [and] Joseph McCarthy. He is behind
Herbert Hoover.”
Herbert Hoover? The guy who signed
the disastrous Smoot-Hawley Act and was
beaten in his re-election campaign by a mar-

If Bush isn’t a conservative, and certainly not a
liberal, where does that
leave him? Not in New
Orleans, where he should
have been.

gin of 8 to 1? Pretty bad. Yet, in light of recent
events, even Herbert Hoover is looking good.
According to a November poll done by the
Pew Research Center, our own President
George W. Bush stands at a 36% approval
rating, falling short of even the Hoover legacy.
Over the last few months, the White
House has found itself embroiled in controversy: Cindy Sheehan, hurricanes, Brownie,
soaring gas prices, Tom DeLay, Harriet Miers
(who came in at 33% in the Pew poll), Rovegate,
Abramoff and Safavian, and the recent announcement of over 2,000 dead American soldiers in Iraq. While Bush’s ideal of “staying
the course” may serve as a successful technique for a Texas-style game of tractor
“chicken” (ala the film Footloose), playing
games with the fate of a nation is dangerous
at best.
Bush’s performance has been so abysmal lately that even conservatives have begun to jump ship. In his article “The Final
Straw” for Townhall, Bruce Bartlett, a former
Heritage Foundation Fellow and current Director of the National Center for Policy Analysis, lambasted Bush, saying “The truth that is
now dawning on many movement conservatives is that George W. Bush is not one and
has never been.” It’s not just Bartlett that has
begun to see Bush break away from conventional conservatism. According to the Cato
Institute’s October 2005 “Tax & Budget Bulletin,” the President’s discretionary spending

now exceeds that of any
other president, including
“Great Society” Lyndon B.
Johnson.
Bush’s runaway spending and penchant for controversy is certainly not appealing to liberals either. While it
was certainly satisfying to
see people from both parties
can come rallying against the
President (even if it was
around Harriet Miers), functional government would
have been a much more useful gift.
If Bush is not a conserLocked doors are not the only things causing Bush to
vative, and certainly not a libgrimace these days. (Reuters)
eral, where does that leave
him? Certainly not in New
Orleans, where he should have been. Today, Abraham Lincoln.
If the last few months have taught us
Bush is neglecting the needs of the Louisiana
poor just as Herbert Hoover before him failed anything, it is this: Bush is out of touch with
to do after the Great Mississippi Flood of 1927. reality. He does not believe in expanded govBack in 1927, then-Secretary of Commerce ernment, nor does he believe in limited govHoover promised to assist African Americans ernment. Rather, he has only expanded his
in exchange for their promise to keep reports limited effectiveness.
about the poor situation of Mississippi Flood
refugee camps (700,000 were displaced because of the flood) out of the press. Hoover’s
failure to keep his promise led African Americans in 1932 to support the first Democratic
TL
candidate for President since the days of
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
When Attacking the Patriotism of Others is Your Only Exit Strategy
BY WAYNE Y. HUANG

and concern for the wellbeing of our troops and our
t is heartening to see that increasingly, national security.
It is unfortunate then,
the American public is demanding accountability and a re-evaluation of our that at a time when the nastrategy in Iraq. In towns across the tional divide has begun to
country and in the chambers of Congress, heal, members and defendof
the
Bush
there has been an advancement of dia- ers
logue and civil debate, where one’s initial administration’s policies
position on the war no longer matters, continue to resort to the
replaced instead by genuine conviction politics of divisiveness,
pulling out one of the oldest and nastiest tricks in the
bag to wrench the divide
back open again.
In the past few weeks,
we’ve seen President Bush
and Vice President Cheney
lash out at their critics, lambasting the “rewrite of hisThe Power of Print. The Trust of People.
tory” and, so predictably,
calling into question the
patriotism of Americans,
Editor-in-Chief
while offering only a “stay In reaction to President Bush’s speech outlining “his detailed plans on Iraq,” House Minority Leader
Wayne Y. Huang ‘07
the course” prescription for Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), held a conference in which she said the President once again offered nothing
Managing Editors
success.
Such abomi- new in his plan. She also embraced a call for pulling troops out of Iraq (Gerald Herbert / AP).
Louis M. Wasser ‘07 (Executive)
Ben J. Seligman ‘07 (News)
nable tactics are unfortuJosh M. Perlman ‘07 (National and International News)
nately just as present on the Cornell cam- the ire of conservatives on campus, was
Sarah H. Olesiuk ‘08 (Features)
pus, where conservatives have taken to taken by a Reuters reporter and was feaWashington Editors
asasdfdsf
attacking the motives of those who dare tured prominently on MSNBC.com. If
A conservative talking
Andrew Garib ‘06
Evan Marshak ‘07
conservatives truly believe that it is these
to criticize the President.
Katie Towt ‘07
point has circulated on
asdfasdf
These tactics are despicable. Some images—rather than incompetence— that
Associate Editors
of these attacks have been directed at Turn is crippling our mission in Iraq, they
campus, accusing
Alex Berke ‘06, Manisha Bhattacharya ‘09,
Left, in what seems to be a Cornell con- should call for censorship in the mainRebecca Chapman ‘09, Rich Getzel ‘08, Jamie Gullen ‘07,
liberals of
servative talking point that Turn Left— stream media.
Emma Johnson ‘07, Seth Luxenberg ‘08, Michelle Mulcahy ‘07,
J. Phillip Nelson ‘07, Tim Perone ‘06, Ben Sanford ‘07,
Mr.
Clark’s
spin
on
our
photos
is
artby
virtue
of
its
selection
of
cover
imRebecca Welsh ‘07, Wendy Viola ‘09
endangering our troops
ages—is unpatriotic and endangering our ful: the American soldier is “smiling calArts Editor
lously in the background,” that the “sotroops.
Alex Berke ‘06
The Cornell American—which con- called innocent Iraqi [was] fighting with by-step roadmap. With the majority of
News Staff
tinues to be as juvenile, self-absorbed, nobility for his liberation against the sin- Americans now supporting a phased withAlex Berke ‘06 (Senior Correspondent),
and illegitimate as we’ve come to ex- ister American Imperialists.” Yet for those drawal of our troops from Iraq, and with
Brad Cardozo ‘07, Mark Coombs ‘08, Andrew Garib ‘06,
Rich Getzel ‘08, Michael Iannolino ‘08, Emma Johnson ‘07,
pect— has led the charge. In a cleverly who do not suffer from insidious-motive President Bush’s sinking approval ratings,
Seth Luxenberg ‘08, Nathan Poffenbarger ‘07,
titled and typo-ridden article “Turn Left paranoia, it is clear that the images in it is imperative that the President takes
J. Phillip Nelson ‘07, Josh Perlman ‘07,
Timon Stasko ‘07, Katie Towt ‘07
Turns on Our Troops” in their Novem- question displayed, at a minimum, a neu- the first step of acknowledging current
ber issue, writer Joseph Clark threw a tral view. Indeed, the image of the com- difficulties and past mistakes, for until
Features Staff
tirade, accusing us of providing “propa- passionate American soldier clutching the the President comes clean to the AmeriAlex Berke ‘06, Manisha Bhattacharya ‘09, Tim Cassidy ‘07,
Kuan-Wei Chen ‘07, Stephen Davis ‘08, Chrissy Esposito ‘08,
ganda for the enemy we fight,” for hav- Iraqi baby with his head bowed was a can people and to members of Congress,
Mitch Fagen ‘07, Andrew Garib ‘06, Sorbrique Grant ‘07,
ing “no ideas,” for concluding that “the reflection of the tragic circumstances that it will be impossible to accurately gauge
Evan Marshak ‘07, Michelle Mulcahy ‘07, Tim Perone ‘06,
Kimberley Schroder ‘09, Ben Seligman ‘07, Ben Sanford ‘07,
United States is the source of all the have prevailed in Iraq— of death, and of and trust the White House’s progress reChristopher Tozzi ‘07, Louis Wasser ‘07
world’s ills,” and for being “simply anti- sadness at the loss of life.
ports on Iraq, which further impedes our
Cartoonist
Above all, it is ironic that Mr. Clark efforts to make actual progress.
everything associated with the United
Stephen Davis ‘08
blasts Turn Left and other liberals for havStates.”
He and other Republicans such as
Layout Editor
Clark also spewed numerous false- ing no ideas when the Cornell American Congresswoman Jean Schmidt must stop
Claire Lambrecht ‘06
hoods regarding our paper’s positions, has dedicated far more column space this their insinuations that critics are unpatrileading us to believe that he has never past year to admiring the Confederacy otic cowards, especially when attacking
Assistant Layout Artists
Jessica George ‘09
thoroughly read any of our issues. Never and reprinting misleading graphs from decorated former Marines such as Rep.
Andrew Rose ‘09
have we called for “an end to the so called racist organizations rather than engaging Jack Murtha. For President Bush to
Copy Editors
[sic] occupation,” and it is a completely in substantive discussions. Meanwhile, imply that our elected leaders do not fully
Jamie Gullen ‘07, Eunice Yu ‘08
false claim that we “always [show] our paper has produced many articles stand by our troops is an untruthful mesFinance Director
American soldiers in such unfavorable with perspectives on the situation in Iraq. sage to send to our troops. It is a gross
Seth Luxenberg ‘08
positions.”
None of them have called for an immedi- betrayal of our trust for Mr. Bush to claim
Promotions
This leads to the inspiration of Mr. ate withdrawal, contrary to the Cornell to speak for our support and our convicChrissy Esposito ‘08 (Director)
Clark’s article: our supposedly seditious American’s claims.
tions.
Emma Johnson ‘07,
Javed Quadrud-Din ‘07, Will Rosenzweig ‘07, Ben Sanford ‘07,
front cover images. As evidence, he
In the end, having run out of tales of
We hope that Americans continue to
Ben Seligman ‘07
points out three cover photos: the first, liberal sedition, Clark strangely enough come together to think carefully about
of two dead Iraqis with American sol- offers no ideas of his own regarding the our options in Iraq, and that such diaWeb Design
Evan Marshak ‘07
diers nearby, the second, showing an situation in Iraq. It is laughable that con- logue is fostered on the Cornell campus,
American soldier hugging a fatally injured servatives who so feverishly supported while divisive patriotism-bashing from the
Advisor
Walter Mebane, Government
Iraqi girl to his chest, and lastly, the photo a war that has been so poorly executed Cornell American is shunned. During
from our November issue, which was have the audacity to turn around and blast my tenure as editor-in-chief of Turn Left,
Editor Emeritus
Andrew Garib ‘06
taken on the day of the Iraqi referendum liberals for not coming up with ideas to I have always called for respectful, proand shows a blindfolded Iraqi man who bail them out.
fessional discourse on campus and the
Founders
Thomas Leung ‘02, Tsee Yuan Lee ‘02, Tsee Yung Lee ‘02
had been suspected of transporting exWe hope that the Bush administra- incorporation of these values into our
plosives in his car, along with the reflec- tion will do better by taking the initial step organizational culture. In closing this
Funded in part by the Student Activity Fee. Published with support from
the Center for American Progress / Campus Progress
tion of a smiling soldier in the car win- of finally drawing up with a fresh strate- last Editor’s Desk editorial before I step
dow.
gic plan, regardless of whether or not it down, I implore for everyone in the camComments, letters to the editor, article
Leaving
aside
the
fact
that
none
of
calls for phased withdrawal or no with- pus community to hold themselves to the
submissions, and advertising queries
are always welcome at:
these
photos
show
our
troops
in
a
negadrawal at all, as long as the President ac- highest standards, and to recognize and
info@cuturnleft.org
tive light, we ask whether conservatives knowledges past mistakes, listens to al- reject those who engage in sensational
MEETINGS: Mondays, 5:00 pm in
deny that these incidents did indeed oc- ternate ideas from both within and out- and divisive antics that put forth no sub127 Rockefeller Hall
cur. All photos were culled from wire side the military, re-establishes his cred- stantive merits.
Visit our website and join our listserve to keep up to date with TL news,
events and deadlines.
services and taken by embedded report- ibility, and provides the American public
TL
ers. Last issue’s photo, which so raised with a comprehensive, accountable, step-
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A True Patriot and Friend
Re: "Eyes Wide Open Exhibit Touches
Cornellians Who Lost Friends and
Family in Iraq" (Turn Left, Oct. 21st)
My name is John 'Gable' Darbonne.
My friends and family call me Gable. I
was awakened by a phone call this morning by the sad news that Mark had been
killed. I was in basic training with Mark

Dark Underbelly of
Journalism
Re: "Cowardly Words, Dishonest
Tactics. The Irrelvant Cornell American
Debate" (Turn Left, Oct. 21st)
A few weeks ago I read the article
"The Dark Underbelly of Violent Crime"
(Cornell American, Sept. 2005). I can't
really put to words exactly how I felt-rage, amazement, dismay, horror, and ultimately, just a strong sense of sadness.
We've worked so hard, (and by "we," I
mean anyone devoted to human rights and
social justice) and we're on such an "esteemed" campus, a supposed world of
alleged academics, free thinkers,
progressives, and the like, that I find that
for such an article to be written, let alone

Crisis of Leadership
Young leadership is not something
you find in Washington nowadays. With
special interests, lobbyists, and the far
right wing dictating our nation's agenda,
it's time for younger Americans to stand
up and be counted.
Serving as a Captain in the 82nd
Airborne Division in Iraq, I learned that
young leaders can make a real difference,
in even the most difficult of situations.
That's why I'm running for Congress in
Pennsylvania. I saw first hand that we
don't have the troops or resources to continue an open-ended commitment in Iraq,
and we need a firm commitment to a timetable for withdrawal. I've seen my opponent vote to cut financial aid, making it
harder for average Americans to attend
college. America should not be sacrific-

down in Ft. Benning, Georgia. He was
supposed to come to the 82nd Airborne
with all of us, but he got hurt during a 25
mile road march we did, so he got sent to
Ft. Irwin, and that tough kid finished the
road march! Three years and five months
without being in touch, I can still hear his
laugh. He was a patriot but also my friend.
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Students on the Plaza
BY BEN SANFORD

“Did you vote during the November election, and do you feel like
you are a part of the Ithaca community? Why or why not?”
Georgia Guthrie
Arts & Sciences 2006
voted: yes
“No, because I didn’t even
know who the candidates were,
and just voted for the
Democrats because they kept
e-mailing me to remind me to
vote.”

Sincerely,
John Darbonne
Lake Charles, LA

actually published, is sheerly mindblowing.
Having spent a few years as a journalist myself, I know much of what goes
along with it, i.e., faulty facts, miswording,
the "liberal" media, media conglomerates,
the free press, the non-free press, etc. "The
Dark Underbelly of Violent Crime" is exactly what tarnishes journalism and journalists everywhere.
I applaud your articulate, wellformed article that responds to Menzel's
useless, blasphemous atrocity. Thank you
for your hard work and dedication to the
field.

Meg Stevens
Arts and Sciences 2009
voted: no
“It’s hard to feel like a part of the
Ithaca community, since Cornell
is its own little bubble with its
own rules and laws. We’re not
very well-informed on Ithaca
events.”

Sincerely,
Mary Ann Krisa
M.P.A. Candidate, Class of '07
Meghan Cross
Human Ecology 2008
voted: no
“I do when I’m in the
Commons or when I leave
campus, but that isn’t very
often. I feel like Cornell’s a
bubble.”

ing our nation's educational future today.
It's time for younger Americans to take
charge, and lead our great country into
the next generation.
Serving your country, at home or
abroad, is critical. That's why I started
"MurphyCorps," a service organization
with the goal of improving the life for all
residents of the 8th District in Pennsylvania. It's a way to make sure that my campaign is giving back to the community from
Day One.
It's time to make a change, and it
starts with young Americans willing to fight
for it.

Meghan Quigley
Human Ecology 2008
voted: no
“No. I feel I’m part of the Cornell
community within the Ithaca
community.”

Sincerely,
Patrick J. Murphy
Congressional Candidate,
Pennsylvania's 8th District
http://www.murphy06.com

Huy Nguyen
Engineering 2006
voted: no
“Not really. I just go to school
here.”

Greg Tolbert
Engineering 2006
voted: no
“It was election day?”
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Sarah Olesiuk

Another Cold War

I

t does not snow enough back home in
North Carolina for the state to invest in
equipment to deal with all the snow. So in
March of 1993, when the infamous “blizzard of
‘93” swept up the entire East Coast dropping
feet of snow in places that generally don’t see
inches, much of the South was forced to stay
home. Ultimately, the storm wreaked six billion
dollars worth of damage. Furthermore, when the
power went out, so did the furnace, and so did
the heat. I was almost seven at the time and
thought it was really cool that it got so cold the
water in the toilets froze, that we got to eat pan-

When the infamous
blizzard of ‘93 swept up
the entire East Coast,
much of the South was
forced to stay home.
cakes everyday cooked over the fire, and that
my entire family slept in front of the fireplace for a
week. My parents have since informed me that it
was not anywhere near as much fun as I thought
it was.
Although the weather this winter may not
be as dramatic as it was in 1993, the heating bills
will surely be impressive. Brace yourself if you
pay your utility bill in Collegetown this year; heat
in most of Ithaca is gas powered and as a result

of climbing fuel costs, the Department of Energy
expects heating costs to rise 48 percent. While
this might pinch your pocketbook (or your parents’), the spike in heating costs nationwide will
be “too much” for an estimated seven million
low-income Americans. The Independent Connecticut Petroleum Association estimates that
heating bills could increase to $2,100, up from
$1,350 last winter. With worker wages remaining
stagnant, this drastic increase will be devastating to many Americans.
Since natural gas prices seem like they are
only going to keep rising, many individuals who
have the means to do so have replaced older
heating units with one that are more efficient. A
Connecticut resident said that the high heating
costs act “as a broad-based regressive tax. If
you’re earning $100,000 to $150,000 it’s a minor
inconvenience.” For individuals and families below the poverty line, the high heating costs are a
serious concern. The demand for wood has gone
up and so has the price of wood, as some Americans lessen gas-heating bills by turning to fireplaces. Already, social service officials across
the nation say that the number of calls from people
who say they will need help paying their heating
bill has grown.
However,Americans can expect to receive
little federal aid for heating costs. Congress is
shying away from a bill that would provide an
additional $3 billion in federal heating subsidies.
Our elected leaders have already failed their constituencies; the Republican-led Senate has already slashed spending on programs that benefit the poor by $35 billion. Gloomily, President
Bush is the best chance for increasing heating

subsides, but he has
not yet called for more
aid.
Furthermore,
President Bush has
done little to decrease
energy demand. With
the growing technology, many household
appliances and products are becoming
more efficient. George
W. should take a lesson from his father
who strengthened
five efficiently standards or President
Clinton who strengthened eleven. The cur- Satellite image of 1993 storm. (Weatherbook)
rent Bush administration has not strengthened
any. New standards on furnaces and boilers could cans who make their homes more efficient, and
save six percent on natural gas used to heatAmeri- provide heating aid for those who need it. Alcan homes and businesses. This would save though conservatives have always argued that
each household over $6,000 by 2020. Had the higher efficiency standards will hurt the economy,
government implemented these efficiency stan- to the contrary, stricter standards will promote
dards for new homes, apartment buildings, and innovation and, through heating aid, can boost
businesses, perhaps the rise in fuel costs this expenditures by reducing costs to consumers.
year would have had less of an impact. At this
We live in the wealthiest country in the
point, that’s neither here nor there; this country world and yet one in five children go to bed
needs a policy now that will help Americans pay hungry each night. This winter, how manyAmeritheir heating bill this winter, not another $70 bil- cans will go to bed cold? Apparently, our govlion in tax cuts that will benefit the wealthy.
ernment doesn’t care.
For heating costs to not devastate Americans and the economy in coming winters, we
need Congress to pass bills that will increase
TL
efficiency standards and give subsidies forAmeri-
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WHAT’s LEFT

An Oral Tradition

I

was fifteen when I met Andrew Okurut
at the United Nations’ World AIDS Day
Conference. He had never seen a skyscraper before the UN brought him to New
York City from his small village in Uganda. As
I took a tour of the UN with Andrew, this
young boy from Uganda who had come to
New York to discuss his experience as an AIDS
orphan, I was struck by his excitement— the
way that everything he saw made his eyes
open wide and his face break into an enormous smile. He was chosen as a representative for AIDS orphans because while his
mother lay dying, she participated in a project
with a local NGO that helped her create a
memory book for Andrew to remember her by.
When Andrew showed conference attendees the book his mother had made him, a
relatively sparse collection of pictures and
short sentences, his pride was overwhelming. It was clear that this small scrapbook,
which would not have existed without the
NGO, allowed Andrew to hold on to a part of
his mother. People gathered around him, looking at the book and kvelling at this sweet and
well spoken young man who had come from
the depths of Africa to share his story.
I let his story wash over me; to allow me
to think that I understood the world a little
better than the other children in the classes I
was missing to meet him. Remembering back
to that day I have a visceral reaction, I can see
him in my mind’s eye, and yet I have never
attempted to contact him. For about a year
after the conference he was in the back of my
mind. I had his address and planned to send
him pictures, but gradually the thoughts of
him faded and I am now resigned to having
lost touch with him forever. I think of this story
because it highlights why I want to be in-

Rich Getzel

volved with non-profit work, and the imper- to the conference as spokespeople, they were ships fall by the wayside.
fections of that work that are challenging to not meant to be helped by sharing their stoFor now, I am retelling Andrew’s story
confront.
ries; but I have to wonder if it was all right to in the hope that at least the purpose of his UN
Looking back on this story it is hard cast them in that role. Is it acceptable to listen visit will be properly fulfilled. The NGO that
not to feel uncomfortable about how Andrew to their stories and then leave them to the helped his mother create her scrapbook did
Okurut was brought to the US for this confer- challenging situations they lived in? Hearing their job, and the UN may have done its job
ence. How this one event may have shaped first person narratives of complicated social by helping him spread his story, but it is inhis life or touched the lives of others, or the issues is vital, but how should the storytell- cumbent upon me to keep telling it. I must do
nagging feeling that after the conference I was ers be dealt with? This leads me to my scariest what my role as listener and learner asks from
not the only person to lose touch with him. It question— if I get involved with non-profit me. But in the future, I do not think that will be
is not far-fetched to assume that Andrew institutions, how do I make sure not to aban- enough. I hope I will help more people tell
moved back to the home he told me about, don those I help? I know it is easier to pledge their stories, but I also will try to take it deeper
with his sister who now had to support him constant vigilance with regard to others than than that, by making a lasting impact that does
without the means or the living conditions to it is to actually remain committed. Things hap- not leave the story teller in the same situation
do so. Who knows how Andrew’s outlook pen— there are boys to be emailed, jobs to they began in.
was changed by being wined and dined in apply for, laundry to do— and it is frightenTL
New York City and what he felt about being ingly easy to let hard or ambiguous relationreturned to a life with so many hardships
ahead?
This feeling that Andrew was used as a
heartwarming tale and then abandoned is not
baseless. Another one of the panelists, Paris
Lane, appeared in the news last year. I also
met Paris at the Conference, where he served
as the voice from Harlem. Paris had appeared
at the UN as an articulate boy with sparkling
potential. He appeared in the papers because
he had committed suicide in the lobby of his
run-down Harlem apartment building. The surveillance video that captured Paris shooting
himself in the head was placed on the internet.
The violence of the video on the internet, not
the personal tragedy of his suicide is what
caused the slight media stir. Paris had been
used as a panelist because he was an AIDS
orphan living in Harlem, the precise reason
that began the downward spiral that seems to
have led to his death.
I am not trying to argue that the UN
failed Andrew and Paris. They were brought AIDS orphans in Swaziland, Africa. (Gideon Mendel / Global Fund)

DISSEMBLE, DUPE, AND DOUBLESPEAK

Did You Say Your Name is “Accountability”?

T

hree weeks ago, Senate Minority
Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) sent
shockwaves through Washington
when he moved for a closed session that
would address the Republican majority’s unwillingness to investigate how national intelligence was misused to set the stage for
the War in Iraq. Ignited by the recent indictment of White House staffer I. Lewis
“Scooter” Libby, Reid launched a fiery
broadside in which he accused the Senate
Intelligence Committee of stonewalling in
order to protect an administration that had
“manufactured and manipulated intelligence
in order to sell the war in Iraq and attempted
to destroy those who dared to challenge its
actions.”
I suppose it was only appropriate that
Senator Bill Frist (R-Tenn.) exploded and
subsequently derided the Democrats’ legitimate invocation of a parliamentary procedure as a “pure stunt.” Never, he said, have
“I been slapped in the face with such an
affront to the leadership of this grand institution.” With those words, Bill Frist managed to cement my belief that accountability is no longer a value weaved into fabric
of our government.
Two years have elapsed since George
W. Bush and his cabal of power hungry
chicken hawks led us into a war based on
the wholly discredited notion that Iraq was

an imminent threat to the United States.
Americans who do not take the decision to
go to war lightly are demanding to know
the decision-making process which led up
to a resolution of war. It is becoming increasingly clear that the administration was
not simply acting on bad American intelligence, but that the war itself was a selfordained (or divinely-ordained) mission
which finally won a pretext after September
11 when a climate of fear enveloped our
nation. Aside from the administration’s recurrent intimations of Iraqi involvement in
9/11, and all the exiled staffers who testified
that the administration had already decided
to go to war long before they were presented
with any valid (or invalid) intelligence, there
is reason to believe that the Niger
“yellowcake” story was rejected by the CIA
months before it was inserted into that infamous State of the Union Address.
An investigative report in an Italian
publication known as “La Repubblica” discovered that the Italian intelligence chief
directly met with Deputy National Security
Advisor, Stephen Hadley, after its insistent
overtures that Iraq had sought uranium from
Niger were rejected by the CIA. You might
remember our American intelligence agencies as the scapegoats in President Bush’s
pathological buck-passing schemes. At
least in this instance, the administration

appears to have gone over the CIA’s head
in trying to make the case for war, using
information that the CIA did not lend any
credibility to. Of course, the yellowcake
story is one which Joe Wilson later discredited, and for his tenacious fact-checking and
pursuit of the truth, he was rewarded by the
administration with the ousting of his wife
as a CIA operative.
Improprieties abound in the debacle
that has been the Iraq War. President Bush’s
cause is certainly not bolstered by all the
prisoner abuse scandals and the disappearance of billions of dollars which were supposed to go towards the rebuilding of Iraqi
infrastructure. The point is, Americans deserve answers on Iraq. We feel misled, and
this administration has gone mum, refusing
to address any allegations which have been
sent its way. “No comment,” is not an acceptable answer from the leaders with whom
we invest our authority (assuming this
country still operates under the principles
of popular sovereignty). Has the status quo
decayed so much that any effort to bring
some semblance of accountability to government is an “affront” to our leaders?
I am not just implicating Bill Frist and
his Republican cohorts, but the entire Senate and House for ignoring its constitutional
obligation of oversight. I applaud Harry
Reid for urging our Senate, specifically the

When the playoffs roll
around, a team should
be well past the
fundamentals.
Intelligence Committee, to finally move
ahead on investigating the White House’s
scandalous behavior. But shouldn’t this
drive for accountability be a pervasive force
behind the walls of Capitol Hill, and not just
the exception? If the House and Senate do
not care about holding the executive’s feet
to the fire, then what mechanisms do we
have to curtail the centralization of authority? It has been well over 200 years since
the Constitution was enshrined in all its
glory. Our Founding Fathers envisioned a
dynamic system of checks and balances to
guard against the prospect of authority degenerating into tyranny. Don’t you think
that when the playoffs roll around, a team
should be well past fundamentals?
Well here we are, centuries after the

See Getzel, page 12
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Political Earthquake in Israel
Sharon Bolts Likud, Forms Centrist Party

I

sraeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s decision to bolt his right-wing Likud Party
and form a centrist one is being called
a political earthquake—and like all earthquakes, its timing took most by surprise.
It all started in early November, when
fiery union leader
Amir Peretz defeated Labor
EDITORIAL
Party
head
Shimon Peres in
party primaries
and immediately pulled Labor out of
Sharon’s national-unity government, paving the way for early elections.
Though polls had predicted Sharon
landslides in both primary and general elections were he to continue in Likud, the Prime
Minister believed that staying in the party
would be “a waste of time,” as its hard-line
base would handicap future peacemaking
efforts with the Palestinians. Labor’s selection of the unabashedly left-wing Peretz (the
Israeli Howard Dean, so to speak) gave
Sharon a prime opportunity to hug the center of the Israeli political spectrum.
And so, the 77-year old leader announced the creation of a "true centrist
party, from every perspective—political,

Sharon’s political
maneuver to the left is
ironic for a man most
Israelis once considered
synonymous with the
‘right-wing.’

economic and social," later named
“Kadima,” or “Forward”; aside from
Sharon, the party would include several
other moderate Likudniks, a number of independent figures, and possibly some centrist members of the Labor Party—whoever
would follow. (For those unfamiliar with
Israeli politics, imagine John McCain forming a centrist party along with a dozen other
moderate Republican Senators, a Joe
Lieberman or two from the Democrats, and
a number of other independent-minded public figures.)
Sharon’s political maneuver to the left
is ironic for a man most Israelis once considered synonymous with “right-wing.” The
former hawkish general led the movement
to build Jewish settlements in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip, after Israel captured the territories in the 1967 Arab-Israeli war; he
slammed the 1993 Oslo Accords and subsequent interim agreements with the Palestinian Authority as endangering Israel’s security; and, in September 2000, as the Peace
Process lay dying, he put one more nail in
its coffin by visiting Jerusalem’s Temple
Mount, holy to both Jews and Muslims,
declaring that Israel would never relinquish
its sovereignty over the revered site.
Following his February 2001 election
as Prime Minister, however, Sharon underwent a stunning transformation, from ideologue to pragmatist. While waging a relentless, and effective, campaign against
Palestinian terrorism, Sharon began to
come to terms with the notion of territorial
concessions, and by 2003 had accepted
President Bush’s Road Map, which envisioned the establishment of an independent
Palestinian state alongside Israel. His reversal on this issue placed him at odds with
much of the Likud Party, historically a pro-

ponent of “Greater Israel.”
Sharon further angered his base in
2004 by proposing that Israel unilaterally
withdraw forces and settlers from the Gaza
Strip, with Yasser Arafat’s support for terrorism making bilateral progress impossible. He called for a referendum of Likud
members on his “Disengagement Plan,”
but ultimately ignored their rejection of
the plan by a 3-2 margin.
While Sharon saw his standing sink
among right-wing Israelis, he continued
to enjoy astronomical approval ratings
from the Israeli public, whose growing
mainstream supported his tough line on
terrorism yet recognized the importance
he placed on territorial sacrifices. The
emergence of this Israeli consensus, after
decades of right-left polarization, is what
ultimately allowed, if not necessitated, the
creation of a Third Way party, somewhere
between the naiveté of Labor and the intransigence of Likud.
Polls conducted in recent days foreIsraeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon (El
cast a victory for Sharon’s new party,
Mundo)
though it would need to join with other
parties to achieve a majority in the Israeli
Knesset. Odds are that Sharon will include enough Israelis to negotiate peace terms
Labor in a center-left coalition along with with the Palestinians, new Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas must first act decione or two minor parties.
What about the Sharon-less Likud? sively against terrorist groups that still seek
Whichever candidate wins the party’s up- Israel’s destruction, as required under the
coming primaries—former Prime Minister Road Map, before those final-status negoBenjamin Netanyahu is the favorite of six— tiations can begin.
Once again, Sharon is gambling with
will find himself leader of a severely weakened party, one that may never recover. his political future.
And given the timing, Turn Left is willLikudniks and others will be feeling the aftershocks of this earthquake for years to ing to make a wager of its own:
For his political bravery, Ariel Sharon
come.
Will Sharon’s decision lead to a peace- will be named Time magazine’s 2005 Man of
ful future between Israelis and Palestinians? the Year.
TL
That depends. While Sharon is trusted by

After Tumultuous Year for SA, Little Improvement
Continued from Corruption,
on Cover...
end, the mere hype surrounding the
creation of this committee was nothing more than smoke-and-mirrors.
Lariar, instead of delivering the
weeklong series of events, as promised, handed out free t-shirts funded
by a Tulane student’s mother to thank
Cornell students for their efforts in
aiding the victims of the disaster. Such
a performance is ironic indeed; Rep.
Lariar failed in his duty to serve the
community and deceived those expecting the Assembly to coordinate a massive relief effort. Those individuals
who did relief work must be commended for their selflessness—the
Student Assembly, on the other hand,
must be decried for piggybacking on
the work of others when this body
should have been the umbrella organization under which all charitable
groups connected.
Secondly, the Freshmen Elections
conducted this year to elect three New
Student Representatives could not escape controversy and were plagued by
allegations of favoritism and sponsorship on the part of the Elections Committee. After the initial round of election results were discarded due to an

“irregularity” in the voting program that
resulted in the misallocation of the votes
for two candidates—an unfortunate occurrence since it is further proof of the
vulnerability of the elections system—the
three freshmen elected were Maddie
Ehrlich, Ryan Lavin, and Dan Budish.
Upon allegations raised at the Student
Assembly meeting on October 20th, it
becomes evident that both Ehrlich and
Lavin were coached and sponsored by
Rep. Lariar, who in turn was monitored
by Tim Lim, President of the Student
Assembly and member of the Elections
Committee (It should be noted that Representative Jonathan Feldman also sponsored a losing ticket).
In the interests of democracy and
openness, no candidate for student office should be trained and/or unduly influenced by a current member of the Student Assembly. A separation of powers
must exist, foremost between the Assembly-elect and its Elections Committee.
Since elected, might Ehrlich and Lavin
feel obligated to pursue the interests of
Lariar at the expense of their own individual thoughts? Put simply, the Student
Assembly should not be training its prospective members—doing so only leads
to the conformity thus far exhibited by
the Assembly’s opinion-less rank-and-file.
Dissent, on the other hand, fosters a diversity of ideas that leads to fresh innovation and much needed change. The

current dictatorial government steered by
Tim Lim and supported by representatives like Lariar only perpetuates inaction
and backwardness. Cornell undoubtedly
deserves better, beginning with free and
fair elections.
Finally, the Student Assembly
showed its true character by using the
power invested in the body to set the Student Activities Fee to arbitrarily fund and
de-fund on-campus organizations sympathetic to the politics of the Assembly’s
power players. By voting 12-4 to uphold the decision of the Appropriations
Committee to cut the funding of the Class
Councils, the organization was stripped
of $12,000 needed to implement substantial and meaningful programs beneficial
to all undergraduates. Essentially, the
Student Assembly fears the democratic
structure of the Class Councils—they are
legitimate bodies elected by students that
do something on a consistent basis. Call
it envy or downright insecurity, the decision ultimately made by the Student Assembly Executive Board and dutifully acknowledged by the other members of the
Assembly to flex their “monetary
muscles” and cut the Class Councils’ budget is nothing more than a pitiful attempt
to punish an organization for catering to
all of Cornell’s undergraduates—a feat
the Student Assembly, with its current
Executive Board and centralized decision
making, will never accomplish.

Freshmen Elections
were plagued by
allegations of favoritism
and sponsorship.
Come the next round of elections, internal reforms must take place
encouraging the Student Assembly to
engage meaningful and productive issues that will truly impact this University. No longer will the representatives be permitted to aimlessly take
orders from their President without
first answering to the students who
voted them in. The potential for the
Student Assembly to be a respected
and legitimate body is somewhere
buried beneath all that deceit, trickery, and sleaze. If the corruption does
not stop, it will continue to be documented. As long as the student body
remains vigilant and mindful, the integrity that drives true democracy
will rise to overcome this sham of a
government.

TL
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From the Field:

Campaigning for Corzine in New Jersey
By Nathan Poffenbarger

Lodge in the state of New Jersey. The group
The labor rally did not disappoint. The it! “Thank you” he said. Several minutes
of dedicated Democrats spent the rest of hall of workers exploded with noise as Sen. later he posed for a picture with our whole
night getting to know one another under the Kennedy entered. To our surprise, right be- group from Cornell and I have to believe it
hat did you do this weekend?
flashing lights of nearby New York City.
hind him was Senator Jon Corzine himself, was because he was so impressed with my
Too often I hear that question
On only several hours of sleep, we the man we had come to help get elected charm and charisma.
on Monday morning from one
I missed the Cornell students’ picture
arose from under the warm blankets of the governor of New Jersey. Even Mitch had
of my classmates as we are waiting for the
Econo Lodge at
professor to arrive and begin class, and too
7:30. Mitch, usoften my answer is one of two alternatives:
either I “studied all weekend” or I rack my ing his superior
brain to remember the succession of Greek leadership skills,
symbols above the door of the building that had enticed us to
wake up early by
I wound up at. “I think it was something
with a Kappa in it.” I usually end up just assuring us that
trying to describe the building. “It’s the big we would have
white one, ya know? People stand out on a chance to meet
Ted Kennedy. Althe balcony a lot.”
Three weekends ago, I wanted a better though Adam Gay
story. I wanted to do something that was ‘08, Director of
Public Relations
worth talking about on Monday. I skimmed
for the club, was
through my e-mail from Denice Cassaro
less optimistic
for inspiration. “Free Indian food…Asian
Scroll Workshop… French Film Club…” I about our chances
of meeting the
couldn’t really find anything that I thought
would blow the competition away Monday legendary Senator
from Massachumorning.
setts, he too awoke
Then I came across an e-mail from
and we all piled
Mitch Fagen ‘07, President of the Cornell Democrats. Mitch and other Cornell into our cars.
The event
Democrats were going to New Jersey that
where we were
weekend to work on Jon Corzine’s campaign
hoping to see
for Governor. Mitch’s e-mail explained that
Senator Kennedy
the race was going to be close and that our
was a labor rally
contribution to the campaign could make
the difference. Moreover, it promised “real at an I.B.E.W.
campaign experience.” Mitch, just stop - you union hall in Bergen County. There New Jersey Governor-elect John Corzine celebrates his Nov. 5th success with his son. Cornell students camhad me at “New Jersey this weekend.”
were news vans paigned for Corzine, hoping to win a Democratic governor for New Jersey. (Getty Images)
I contacted Mitch on Friday to let him
and reporters outknow that I wanted to come. Mitch’s speedy
response assured me that there was still side as we entered.
with Jon Corzine, but I later caught him on
We were greeted at the door by local politi- not expected him to show.
space left in his car. I had a few hours left
As we waived our signs in support his way back to the campaign bus and it was
before five o’ clock, when Mitch would be cians also running for office in the upcoming
picking me up to head to New Jersey. I threw election. The hall’s interior was filled with of Corzine, Kennedy took to the podium again time for me to perform. I executed
workers representing more unions than I and electrified the already excited crowd. another flawless handshake and said, “Good
some clothes and books into a bag and called
work to let them know that I wouldn’t be had ever learned about in my labor history Waiving his finger into the audience he luck, Senator.” I was on fire!
Finally, as a student of labor relations, I
class. For example, there were a number of exclaimed in his thick Northeastern accent,
making it in over the weekend. I think they
“The Kennedy Fam- couldn’t resist getting a picture with some of
took it rather well.
ily has been a friend the national labor leadership at the rally.
As far as I know, I
to labah for the pahst Energized from the rally it was now time
still work there.
to get down to business. We returned to the
70 years.”
I saddled up
Not to be out- local campaign headquarters and received
into one of the cars
done, Corzine rose our canvassing assignments. We were each
that comprised the
to speak. After ask- given a map of a neighborhood and the
convoy heading to
ing the crowd for addresses in that neighborhood of known
New Jersey and we
their help in the last Democratic supporters. For the rest of the
were on the way.
72 hours of the cam- day we went to each of those houses and
Despite Mitch Fapaign he pointed to knocked on their doors, simply reminding
gen’s fragile apa piece of paper he them to vote and encouraging them to vote
pearance, he drove
held in his hand. for the Democratic candidate.
his tan sedan like
As one might imagine, the reactions
“This is from Presia man possessed
dent George Bush of people were very diverse. Some were
, weaving in and
declaring overtime relieved to realize that we weren’t asking
out of traffic, and,
pay for hurricane for money or a religious conversion. Others
on more than one
relief workers un- were so overjoyed to meet a like minded
occasion, crossing
e n f o r c e a b l e a n d Democrat that they wanted to invite us in for
over the white hash
therefore repealed. dinner. In general, however, the experience
marks of an exit
You know what I was very rewarding.
ramp.
Several days later the election results
think?!?” Corzine
Needless to
asked the crowd. came in. Jon Corzine had beaten the Repubsay, we arrived in
With that Corzine lican candidate Doug Forrester for Governor
New Jersey early.
tore the paper to of New Jersey by 193,892 votes. Corzine
Our first stop was
shreds as the crowd had won by only 32,080 votes in Bergen
the local campaign
erupted in applause, County where Cornell students’ efforts had
headquarters in Cornell students pose with newly elected New Jersey governor, Jon Corzine. (MAF)
whistling, and shout- been focused.
Bergen County.
While it is debatable that the Cornell
ing.
Campaign workA s t h e r a l l y contingent really made a difference in the
ers buzzed around
representatives from Pipefitters Local 210, wrapped up I struggled to secure a spot so election, it is undeniable that I dominated
sorting maps and address lists for the canvassing that was to begin the next day. We as well as the International Union of Painters that I could shake hands with an icon of the the conventional Monday morning converand Trade Workers. As an ILR-ie, this was Democratic Party and the next governor of sations with my stories of rubbing elbows
assisted a little, while also satisfying our
a particularly interesting experience. Our New Jersey. As Kennedy extended his hand with famous politicians and labor leaders.
primary objective of getting fed.
Mission accomplished.
group of about fifteen shared coffee and to me I shook it, careful to deliver just the
After an hour or so, we left the local
doughnuts with the various workers and right amount of pressure. Then I delivered
campaign headquarters to check into our
lodgings. The Cornell Democrats spared no worker advocates as we waited for the big my well planned line to perfection “It’s a
TL
event.
pleasure to meet you Senator.” Yes! I nailed
expense, putting us up in the finest Econo
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A New Fight for Voting Equality:
The Return of the Poll Tax

By Katie Towt

A

s citizens across the country went to
the polls in early November to exercise one of their most basic rights
as US citizens, many in Georgia feared that
this election just might be the last without
discrimination.
Earlier this year, the Georgia state
government passed a law that will severely
restrict the ability to vote in Georgia. Threatening to reverse voting protections that were
so ardently fought for throughout the Civil
Rights Movement, this law poses a threat to
equal voting rights.
Without the support of a single minority
elected official, the Georgia state legislature
instated what some claim to be a modernday polling tax. By tightening the voter
identification requirements, legislators claim
that voting fraud will decrease.The new law
restricts the number of allowable forms of
identification from seventeen to six.
Previously, only a document stating
a voter’s name and address was required,

whereas now a picture identification issued
by the state is required.
In effect, this law creates a voting fee
reminiscent of those created in the Jim
Crow South with the purpose of preventing
minorities from voting.
Statistically, minorities are far less
likely to have one of the approved ID types
than are whites. In the 2004 election alone,
over 150,000 people voted in Georgia by
presenting a form of identification that is
no longer approved.
According to the new law, these voters
are required to obtain a voter identification
card. This card costs $20, essentially a fee
that is required if you want to vote and do
not have another type of identification.
Furthermore, these identification cards
are only available at the 56 offices of the Department of Motor Vehicles that are located
throughout the state of Georgia. In Atlanta,
which contains the highest concentration
of minorities in the state, the DMVs were
recently shut down. Some citizens will now
have to travel up to 15 miles to get accept-

able identification, but the public transportation system is not adequate to carry many
voters to these locations. These policies
clearly have a disproportionate effect on
minority voters.
In addition, the reasoning for this law
is dubious. Those in support of the change
claim that it will decrease voter fraud. Upon
initial examination, this claim seems to be a
reasonable one.
But a look at the big picture raises
questions about the veracity of this claim.
This same law expanded absentee voting
procedures, making it easier to cast absentee ballots. While this is actually a positive
change for voters, it is incontrovertible that
the vast majority of voter fraud occurs in
the absentee voting process, not in Election
Day voting. In fact, during the tenure of
the current Secretary of State of Georgia,
not one charge of fraud has been filed for
voter identification, while there have been
numerous charges of fraud in reference to
absentee ballots.
At least for this year’s elections,

Georgia voters were safe. Awaiting the
results of a lawsuit filed against the State
of Georgia by the American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) challenging the constitutionality
of the law, a federal court issued an injunction until the lawsuit is settled.
Unfortunately, many states are considering policies similar to Georgia’s, which
will severely threaten the voting rights of
minority, disabled, rural, and poor voters
across the country. Fighting voter fraud is
important, but compromising the ability for
eligible voters to cast ballots is not the way
it should be executed.
Under the guise of reform, voter identification requirements will return America
to a modern-day version of Jim Crow, and
minorities will face subversive disenfranchisement.

TL
Continued from Getzel,
pg. 9

Voters participate in the November 5, 2005 elections. Earlier this year, the Georgia state government passed a law that will severely
restrict the ability to vote in Georgia, in effect creating a modern day poll tax. (Washington Post)
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game of the season, and we have
forgotten the original blueprint for
success. Perhaps we should have listened to one of our Founding Fathers,
George Washington, when he warned
us against the pitfalls of political parties. I shudder in fear to think how our
national interests are collapsing under
the weight of political interests. But
the Republican-controlled Senate has
been giving our President a free ride.
Instead of holding him accountable
for his decisions, they are protecting
the steward of their party at all costs
and to the detriment of their American
team. Republicans are throwing the
game for their own self-serving interests, and a change of monumental
proportions is the only way to restore
accountability in our government.
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Southland:

Part III: Waffle House, Dollywood, and the Confederacy
By Louis Wasser

New Orleans: a prosperous downtown
Despite the misogynist, conde- ring theme. Our waitress was discussing
area ringed by extreme poverty. Stop- scending attitude of the local diners with her co-worker the terrible nature of
hen I last left you, I was leav- ping at a gas station near the edge of and manager, the food was delightful the local schools. We ate, and pretended
ing New Orleans, headed for town brought the uncomfortable experi- and with full stomachs we headed back not to listen while she then explained
the great state of Georgia ence of a non-working pump and meet- to the motel. By far this was the most to her co-worker that she and all of her
to get some free food from a family ing a group of men whose sole occupa- interesting stop of our entire trip. A lo- neighbors owned guns, so no one would
member of one of my companions. Sad tion seemed to be hanging out. It was the cal drug dealer tried to sell me metha- ever bother them.
to leave, but getting anxious to return type of place where you don’t go inside done and offered me a free “doobie;”
We paid our check without getting
home, we embarked on the final leg of and the cashier takes your order from I respectfully declined both offers. I shot and began the drive towards Dolour journey.
behind met members of a wandering band lywood. Now I’m sure that the inside
As I lamenta pane of construction workers who passed of Dollywood is beautiful, and if you
ed constantly in
of thick the evening hours sitting outside their want to hear about it, you can e-mail
the first two inme and I’ll send you my friends’ names,
g l a s s , rooms drinking cheap beer.
stallments of this
p r e I met Stan, who hailed from Ashe- but I wasn’t willing to pay over $40 to
article, the main
s u m - ville, North Carolina. His wife had left see it, so I dropped off my friends and
disadvantage of
a b l y him and his son had died, and he had went to spend a few hours killing time.
the American inbullet- been hitchhiking to see a girl in rehab You have no idea how hard it is to get a
terstate system is
p r o o f . in Knoxville when he was arrested; the motel room for a couple of hours to take
that everything
Solici- car he had been riding in was stolen. a shower until you try. If you’re thinking
looks relatively
tations After spending some time in the local of trying, I’ll save you the trouble; it’s
the same, no matf o r jail, his situation was straightened out difficult.
ter where you are.
Nonetheless, by the time I finally
change and he was released.
The blue signs
from
With $20 in his pocket, Stan wan- found a motel willing to charge an
leading to rest The standard breakfast variety offered by ever-loved
t h i s dered the streets of Knoxville with hourly rate and took a shower, it was
areas filled with Waffle House remains a staple of the
g r o u p nowhere to go, finally ending up in a time to pick up my friends and head on
peeing dogs and Southern diet.
o f i n - mission. Waking up in the morning, he home. We got back on the interstate and
whining children.
t i m i - remembered that someone in jail had didn’t look back as we headed along the
The same repetid a t i n g told him that you can get picked up for Appalachians towards New York City,
tive strip of blacktop no matter where men were met with cigarettes, and with day-labor standing outside of the mis- away from gun-toting waitresses and
you are, a McDonalds and the rest of the the gas not flowing, we didn’t bother to sion, so he went outside and ended up Confederate flags. Driving through the
fast food nation always close at hand.
figure out why and made a hasty with- getting picked up. Miracle of miracles, night, we finally arrived back on familiar
In an attempt to actually see the drawal.
the man whose car he had gotten into ground, and if NYC were not so filthy, I
great states of Alabama and Mississippi,
Back to Eisenhower’s baby. The was quite wealthy and happened to might have kissed the sidewalk.
we made sure to pull off Eisenhower’s night was spent at the Lee Motel, lo- need a good deal of stonework done, I went to the South, Subaru and all, and
baby at least a couple of times. Near cated right outside of Atlanta, where and Stan just so happens to be a master I survived. I was expecting to be overEastabuchie, Mississippi we got off the cranky woman
the interstate looking to hook up with behind the desk acHighway 11, a small, more rural road, cused me and one of
to find a place to eat lunch that wasn’t a my companions of
highway service area and to see some of lying about how many
our great nation’s heartland. Needless to people were staying
say, my companions and I got lost and in the room. She was
we ended up in the backroads of Mis- right, and my friend
sissippi, replete with Confederate flags Lucy was forced to
and all.
lie down on the backNot knowing where we were go- seat for a while until
ing, and nervously eyeing paved roads the manager retreated
degenerating into dirt, we pulled off back to bed and we
the road next to a Yates Gas truck to could sneak her inask the local serviceman where exactly side.
Highway 11 was. The lawn of the house
The next morning,
he was servicing had a placard of the after a good Southern
Confederate flag with the words “Keep breakfast at my friend
the Flag” displayed for all passerby to Katie’s great-aunt’s
see. Not unexpectedly, I was slightly house, we set off for
uncomfortable. However, the nice gas- Tennessee in search of
A common sight below the Mason-Dixon line, the Confederate flag continues to fly high above the tops of
man, despite his conspicuous lack of Dollywood. We ended some Southern courthouses. (AP Photo)
teeth, pointed us in the right direction. a long day on the road
After a ten minute drive from this about 45 minutes outside of Knoxville stone mason. Stan, a testament to how whelmed with Southern conservatism;
bastion of Confederate pride, we pulled where we pulled into a small motel and quickly things can change, was being visions of the culture war flashed before
into a local lunch shack where all the set up camp for the evening. With food put up in our motel while he did all of my eyes. And yes, the Confederate flags
employees seemed to be kids from on our minds, we headed for the local the stone masonry on his benefactor’s and Jefferson Davis’ slippers were there,
the local college (I might be wrong, barbeque joint.
estate. He gave us some “yellow-meated and I wouldn’t willingly get lost on the
but needless to say, they were around
As we studied the menus, and the watermelon,” explained that it was back roads of Mississippi again. But
college age). They were nice enough giant cross painted on the wall, it be- named after the fact that it was yellow, there were the kids who turned on the
to flip to the Yankee game so we could came impossible to avoid listening to informed me that one of my friends was Yankee game, the liberal bastion of New
see the score while we waited for our our neighbors’ conversation. Sitting in cute, and eventually left us alone after I Orleans, the nice woman in Florida who
food. Apparently, Confederate pride and a nearby booth were a couple of local implied that I was, in fact, dating both of sighed disgustedly and made a snide
Yankee-friendly youth can exist in close guys who proceeded to discuss with my friends simultaneously. But he only remark when my friend purchased Bush
proximity to one another.
the manager the inadequacies of the withdrew after recommending the local memorabilia, and the Southern hospitalSlightly shaken by our brush with local school system, and the perceived drug dealer; once again, I respectfully ity we encountered at all stops along the
the Confederacy and the backroads of stupidity of the girls working at the declined. We went to bed.
way. For all my fear of the South, even
Mississippi, we returned to the interstate restaurant. Apparently, the waitresses’
But our adventures in rural Tennes- in its heartland I felt strangely comfortand made our way towards Atlanta. A pit arithmetic skills were lacking, and it see were not over. Before leaving our pit able. That’s what I’ll remember.
stop in Birmingham revealed the same took them more than an hour to watch stop, the next morning we stopped at the
TL
phenomenon that what we had seen in 60 Minutes.
local Waffle House only to hear a recur-
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Orange Friday was Not the Problem:
A Moderate Defense of Radicalism

the Church would wisdom have counseled
that perhaps the earth moves around the
ecently, in the pages of Turn Left sun only sometimes or only a bit? When
(“The Costs of Orange Friday,” scientists confront school boards in Kansas,
Oct. 21st), one could find the call is the proper response to find the middle of
for moderates to unite. The danger that the debate irrespective of the evidence?
No, and perhaps the New Democrats
they were to come together against was
to be found in the people who brought would not say so.
But why then should we believe in
you Orange Friday and other examples of
moderation in debates about public policy?
radicalism.
These people, the members of Cornell Some will say that there is no right answer
for Peace and Justice, were guilty, appar- to these questions of right and wrong, just
ently, of holding a protest against some- and unjust, and so that what we should do
thing they could not, by their protest alone, is find the position most can agree to, to
change. Such is the foolishness of all who quiet the unrest of political disagreement.
strive for a better world, something that To think this is to think that the claims of
those whose children have grown sick and
cannot be achieved by any one of us.
Of course, if large numbers of us were died from pollutants in their water have no
to gather together in one place and speak more basis than those of the industry which,
with one voice, we could change things. One to save money, gave those children cancer.
wonders how we are to get people together We all know that when we are outside of
and united, if we are to do nothing at all until the classroom, that there is a difference
they are gathered and united, because any- between right and wrong. It may be harder
thing short of that will not bear immediate to find than the difference between science
fruit. (One might also think it strange that and religion, but it is no less important to
this article of criticism ended with a call for find the answer because of that difficulty.
moderates of the world to unite, since just To seek moderation here is to seek only the
end of the inquiry, of the debate. One can
that call surely will not do the job).
There is much else to say in criticism understand how some tire of the search for
of this article. It labels radical those who truth and justice, but that does not mean we
agree with the majority of the American should praise such a surrender.
But perhaps it was never meant that we
people in calling for a pullout of American
troops. It asks why people focus on the St. decide what is true by finding the center, but
Patrick’s Day Four and not on the race for only that, in our behavior, we should not
District Attorney, as if somehow the latter take up the cause of the extremes. Perhaps
would not be brought up in a discussion of despite knowing that the War on Iraq was
the former. In fact I could go on and write an unjust, and that the occupation of it has
article full of sarcasm and false perplexity, become a disaster, we should not protest.
to show how ridiculous it is that someone Perhaps we should not make too much
should write the things that were written by noise in the service of truth and justice.
How can a person of integrity sit by and
Josh Goldman.
I will not do that because this article do less than what they know to be right?
gets at a much deeper issue, and is a symp- How can an honest person fail to speak
tom of a much deeper problem. The prob- the truth when it is asked of them? This
lem is in an attitude that is not explicitly small praise can be given to the soldiers
avowed in the article, though one can find of the Radical Right; they at least say
it put forth without shame in the papers of what they believe, and struggle for those
the Democratic Leadership Committee and who they think need it.
The advice of those who praise modProgressive Policy Institute. It is found in
those who claim to be the New Democrats, eration is that we should abandon those
the occupants of the Vital Center, and we know to need our help and to forget
travelers down the Third Way. The idea is the truth when we speak to others. Why?
that being moderate is good in itself, that What possible reason could there be for
somehow occupying the position between taking the Third Way? It becomes obvitwo extremes is the better for being between ous when you read what these people
write, that the reason to be a moderate,
them.
is that moderates have electoral success,
This doctrine is insane.
This should be obvious if you think and radicals do not. This is true to an
about it a little. Are these New Democrats extent. Money makes winning elections
calling for us to be moderate in our beliefs? much easier, and the men with money do
Why? Should not our beliefs be regulated not like radicals. If you think the availonly by the goal of truth? What reason do ability of money is reason to change your
we have to think that the truth will be found actions about something so vital, then
between two extremes? When Galileo faced you are corrupt, and to your core. It puts
winning
elections
above the
virtues of
honesty
and integrity. It
also sacrifices all
we value
along the
way. Perhaps if it
were true
that by
engaging
in such
duplicity
Cindy Sheehan has renewed her protests against the Iraq War. She was
we could
welcomed back to Crawford last Friday by a large contingent of supalleviate
porters. (Washington Post)

By Patrick Mayer

R

poverty, defend the environment, heal racial
differences, foster peace in the world, and all
the other things true progressives want, then
maybe, just maybe, it might be worth doing.
Sometimes one has to sacrifice one’s personal honor in order to achieve the greater
good, and I am not wedded to an ethical idea
which prohibits such tradeoffs.
But there is not a chance in hell that
any of this will happen. Look at the track
record of those who call for moderation. It
is true that they have elected one president.
But Bill Clinton’s presidency is not the
story of the triumph of progressive political
values. The strong grew stronger, and the
weak grew more vulnerable. Poverty grew
worse, inequality increased, progressive
institutions withered, and for what? The
Brady Bill? And the cost of this dubious
success? Well when the Democrats moved
to the center (with the help of Republicans
like Dick Morris and pseudo-Democrats like
Zell Miller), it allowed the Republicans to
move farther to the right. A generation ago
Ronald Reagan was thought to be a radical
conservative. Now he appears fairly moderate compared to George W. Bush. What the
DLC does not understand is that if no one
occupies the left, the Third Way Democrats
become the left, which gives Republicans
room to move to the right.
An era which sees John Kerry and Hillary Clinton called liberals is one suffused
with conservatism. This realignment means

that the best Democrats can do is now fight
for the status quo. A party that once fought
for the Great Society is reduced to fighting
just to get run of the mill conservatives appointed to the court and calling for closed
door sessions of Congress just to get the Republicans to do their constitutionally mandated jobs. Surrender on the field of ideas
gets you nothing in the area of policy.
Of course I am not saying that the truth
is always with the radicals or that it is always
against the moderates. But when it is with
either, it is not because they are moderate
or radical that they are in possession of the
truth, but because they have seen the facts
aright. Because of this, it is my earnest hope
that those who call themselves Democrats,
and those who call themselves Progressives
will no longer oppose ideas because they
are radical, or because they are out of the
mainstream.
These criticisms are irrelevant. What
matters is the truth, and ideas should be
evaluated according to how well they get
at the truth. The article in question has only
one small paragraph that actually responds
to what Cornell for Peace and Justice was
saying, and I hope that those who support
putting our troops and Iraqi civilians at risk
of death and injury have more to say in support of their position than that.
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Not-All-That-Compassionate Conservative:
The Immunity Agreement Both Scorned and Feared
By Manisha Bhattacharya

T

he “Compassionate Conservative”
pitch that the Republicans used to
promote George W. Bush in the
2000 presidential elections certainly had
a nice ring to it. Although most liberals
certainly had their doubts about the probability of the average conservative modeling his behavior after Mother Teresa, the
proof of their superiority complex is truly
astonishing. Once again, Bush’s leadership
has led us further away from consensus
and earned us true loathing from the rest
of the world; however, this incident has a
particularly nasty twist that every American living in this land of plenty should feel
ashamed of.
The story begins with the drafting and
ratification of a charter for the International
Criminal Court (ICC), the first world court
designed to hear cases for some of the most
serious crimes in our world today that are
often difficult to try within a nation’s own
judicial system, such as genocide, crimes
against humanity, and war crimes.
The court will take on cases that cannot
be heard in the country it originates from
when that country’s government refuses to
hear that particular case. This court system
holds much hope for nations that are still
experiencing human atrocities on a daily
basis and cannot trust their own governments to act accordingly; most recently,
the ICC was asked by the Security Council
of the United Nations (with an American
abstention) to start hearing cases related to
the genocide in Darfur, Sudan.

The Clinton administration signed the
treaty at the end of 2000, but as soon as
Bush entered office, he began a war against
international cooperation by effectively
disowning the treaty and inciting rants
about the immense threat the court supposedly posed to the American military.
Unfortunately, these sentiments swiftly
transitioned to action, with the passage of
the American Servicemembers’ Protection
Act in 2002. This would be a good time to
note that there is absolutely nothing wrong
with protecting the men and women of
the American armed forces from unjust
prosecution. However, the ICC poses no
threat to personnel who do not commit war
crimes and who have an open court system
in their home country that is willing to hear
cases for any potential violations. It’s unnerving to think that our country’s leaders
are quaking at the possibility that a court
could investigate what should be our very
legal military proceedings.
Despite the clearly stated guidelines for
cases going to the court, the Bush administration proceeded full steam ahead with
their laws, which carried dire consequences for any nation that dared to stand in their
way.
The Servicemembers’ Protection Act
stipulated that all nations who ratified the
ICC treaty had to sign an agreement granting Americans who are accused of committing war crimes abroad immunity from
the ICC. As “added incentive” to agreeing,
nations who did not agree to the immunity and were receiving military aid from
America were threatened with losing all of
that aid immediately. This retraction of aid

is rather worrisome, given the fact that if
America has decided to provide military
aid to a nation, removing it will almost certainly result in more violence, unrest, and
tragedy that can be directly traced back to
the execution of an American law.
As if this threat wasn’t disturbing
enough, the situation escalated in 2004
when a provision in the 2005 government spending bill declared that any nations that were part of the ICC and who
had not agreed to give the US immunity
would lose any economic support funding from the United States. The funding
in peril has helped to improve the quality
of anti-drug trafficking programs, anti-terror programs, and numerous humanitarian
ventures that improve the quality of health
care and refugee services in many developing countries. To cut this source of hope
off from entire nations after demanding a
legally unreasonable immunity is not only
dangerous for global security but morally disturbing and bound to further taint
America’s international image. In fact,
this is exactly what has come to pass. Even
the State Department had the sense to realize that such a threat would damage our
relations with staunch allies; their solution
was to request exemptions from the immunity agreement for NATO members and a
handful of other developed countries that
America cannot afford to lose as supporters. This policy only served to perpetuate
an arrogant national image and deepen the
sting to the developing countries, mostly in
South America and Africa that receive our
aid and are now in danger of losing it. Indeed, taking back the aid that is supposed

to ensure the success of programs that embody American ideals of equity, peace, and
hope is counterintuitive to any “compassionate” Republican platform, especially
when this action is taken when nations refuse to undermine the integrity of an international court system. The strong reaction
to America’s demand can be gauged by
the vehement opposition to the immunity
agreement documented in national newspapers around the world; from Australia
to Ecuador to Kenya, leaders have refused
to bend to America’s heavy-handed diplomacy, citing both provisions in their own
constitutions that prevent them from signing such an immunity agreement and indigence at being treated as inferior states by
a powerful, rich country.
Some nations have been effectively
forced to sign the immunity agreement
because they absolutely cannot afford to
lose American aid; backing nations into a
corner where they have to choose between
the welfare of their people and international legal integrity is not something that
any American should be proud of or stand
much longer. It is imperative that aid be restored to nations that have lost it, and that
the already existing immunity agreements
are destroyed; we cannot afford, domestically or internationally, to offend or cut off
any more of our neighbors in the global
community. If this is the current definition of compassion, the conservative moral
compass needs some serious recalibration.
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Reframing the Debate
Scandals, Dems Put the GOP on the Defensive
By Evan Marshak

A

fter successfully blundering in
each of the three branches of government, it seemed high-time that
the Republican Party had to answer for its
mistakes. And it seemed high-time that the
Democrats became the party to make that
happen. And Senate Rule 21 was just the
ticket.
The Republican-headed Senate Intelligence Committee has been delaying
its review of Bush administration intelligence use leading up to the Iraq war for
quite some time. After completing a cursory investigation, Intelligence Committee
Chairman Pat Roberts (R-KS) let the probe
grind to a halt. But unlike the Democratic
Party that allowed the USA PATRIOT Act
to pass 99-1 in the Senate four years ago,
and unlike the Democratic party that was
defeated by an incumbent President whose
approval rating dropped well below 50% in
his reelection year, Democrats found some
the nerve to speak up.
This is the Democratic party that mustered 22 votes to oppose the confirmation
of Judge John Roberts to the position of
Chief Justice, and even found enough votes
to pass a law permitting same-sex marriage
in California (albeit, it was vetoed by the
protagonist of the blockbuster Junior).
Suddenly, this is also the Democratic Party
that is calling for an exit strategy and for
government oversight and for the truth—
and loudly enough that not just Massachusetts and New York were listening.
It is hard not to sound fiercely partisan in
discussing the GOP’s scandals, but the fact

is that the Republican Party has had two of
its highest ranking officials indicted in the
last month. Even if neither Tom DeLay nor
Scooter Libby is convicted, it’s clear that
immoral—if not illegal—dealings have occurred at high levels of the government and
have been perpetrated by the Democrats’
conservative counterpart. Further, Representative Randy Cunningham (R-CA) has
resigned, admitting accepting bribes.
These scandals, however, are no match
for the greater evil to which the Democrats
have been horribly slow in responding. It
is verifiably true that—at the very least—
Colin Powell presented information to the
United Nations that was known to be suspect about Iraq’s weapons programs, and
there is mounting evidence that the administration forged much of the intelligence
leading up to the March 2003 invasion of
Iraq. Until several weeks ago, the Democrats had not done nearly enough to look
into the problem, but Senator Harry Reid
(D-NV) had a stunning rebuttal for a classic Republican maneuver last week.
In the face of the indictment of Vice
President Dick Cheney’s Chief of Staff
Scooter Libby for obstruction of justice,
perjury, and making false statements (all
connected to the Plame leak), the Bush
administration fell back to what it always
does. They diverted attention elsewhere.
The administration made an announcement at 8:00 AM the following Monday,
declaring that they were nominating Judge
Samuel Alito to replace Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor on the Supreme Court. Liberal
groups expressed their predictable outrage
at a staunchly conservative jurist, taking
the focus away from the indictment.

The next day, however, the spotlight
was turned right back on the heart of the
intelligence questions. The CIA leak scandal is completely tangential to the real issue
of poor use of intelligence before the war,
but it is a rallying post for the Democrats.
Reid, however, was able to focus attention on the abuse of intelligence by invoking Senate Rule 21, allowing any Senator
whose motion is seconded (as Senator Dick
Durbin, an Illinois Democrat, did) to call
the Senate into closed session.
While Senate Majority Leader Frist (RTN) and Senator Roberts both attacked
Reid’s move as a publicity stunt, Reid accomplished what needed to be done. He
brought public and Congressional attention
to the fact that Roberts had not performed
the in-depth investigation that he promised.
The closed session ended after a couple of
hours but not without an assurance that a
newly formed panel of three Democrats
and three Republicans would report back
to the Senate within two weeks. Not only
does Reid win on two counts—changing
the content of the public dialogue (if not
actually changing public opinion) as well
as effecting substantive results—but he
has without inhibition said what all liberals
have been wanting the Democrats to say.
Reid, further, issued a statement charging that the administration fouled up its
handling of Hurricane Katrina relief, foreign prisoner detention, and selecting
high-level government officials (i.e., Harriet Miers). The most charged part of his
statement, however, asserted, “The record
will ... show that in the months and years
after 9/11, the Administration engaged in
a pattern of manipulation of the facts and

There is mounting evidence
that the administration
forged much of the
pre-invasion intelligence.
retribution against anyone who got in
its way as it made the case for attacking
Iraq.”
It has long been time for the Democrats to step-up and for people like Senator Russ Feingold (D-WI), the lone Senator to vote against the USA PATRIOT
Act, to find themselves among a party
of rabble-rousers instead of a group of
politicians who tacitly accept terribly
misguided policy simply because they
have no alternatives.
It is time for the Democrats to advance their agenda and to use their moral
high-ground. It is time for them to capitalize on what are now becoming clear
fractures in the Republican Party. The
far-right of the party has proven that it
cares more about its conservative agenda than simply supporting the President
as shown in their opposition to Harriet
Miers’ nomination; Republicans in the
House and Senate have largely not been
able to agree on budget priorities; and
moderate Republicans have joined the
Democrats in criticizing the Bush administration’s torture policies. Much of
this has fallen right into the Democrats’
laps, and Harry Reid has risen to the occasion, but many others must follow.
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The Chastity
Belt
Inspiration and Gear
for the Hip, Abstinent Teenager
BY IVANNA B. HUMPHREY

S

o by now, after reading my two previous articles, you are well on your way to becoming
one chaste college student. What’s next you
may ask? Some essential gear to show how proud you
are to wear your virtue on your sleeve (literally), and
some inspiration to help you on your continuing path
to those pearly gates.
The first must-have for any happening and
virtuous young man or woman is a wardrobe that says,
“I’m chaste, righteous, and I look good in neon colors!” If you’re in the market for some chastity apparel,
you’re in luck. A new company titled Chaste Couture
has created a line of clothing perfect for young virginal souls. As of now, there’s only female clothing,
but stay tuned for a men’s line coming soon. Chaste
Couture has products ranging from your full coverage
extra-chaste sweatshirts, to your slightly more risqué
zip up hoodies and t-shirts. And just in case you ever
somehow find yourself down to your underwear, you
last defense against corruption, Chaste Couture even
has thongs and boy shorts. My favorite items that
have proven to be the most abstinence friendly are the
graphic tees with super cool sayings on them. Some
examples are “Traffic Control: Wait for Marriage” and
“Notice: No Trespassing on this Property: My Father is
Watching.”
Whenever I am feeling even the tiniest bit
uncertain about my pledge to abstinence, I imagine
how funny it would be to begin engaging in sexual
relations with a boy and have him get down to my underwear which has a giant stop sign on it and reminds
him my father is watching. While I want to make it
clear that I would never let things get that far, just the
thought provides me with so much amusement that
it reconfirms my commitment to chastity. This is the
gift the talented young people at Chaste Couture have
given to all of us.
But just in case you still feel like you need
more inspiration to keep you faithful to chastity, I
have compiled my very own play list of abstinence
related songs.
1. U Can’t Touch This- MC Hammer
2. No Panties- Trina
3. Like a Virgin- Madonna
4. Don’t Touch Me There- Reba McEntire
5. Fully Dressed- Annie soundtrack
6. Savior- Red Hot Chili Peppers
7. No Sex- Limp Bizkit
8. Wait- The Beatles
9. Salvation- Cranberries
10. Patience- Guns N’Roses
11. Who Will Save Your Soul- Jewel
12. Stairway to Heaven- Led Zepplin
13. Pure- Orgy
14. Good Girl- Avril Lavigne
15. No Sex in the Champagne Room- Chris Rock
Now if these musical gems don’t inspire you
to stay true to your virtuous roots, then I don’t know
what will! My advice to you is pop in this CD on your
way to class all week long to mentally prepare you
for the affronts to you chastity that are bound to arise
on the weekends. And if you must venture out into
to the sin-ridden trenches of fraternity parties, make
sure you throw on your Chaste Couture beforehand
to remind those inebriated frat boys that your father
is watching.
As always, if you have any chastity conundrums and need the advice of the coolest hippest purest gal in town, send me an email at thechastitybelt@
yahoo.com. And if you want to order anything from
the Chaste Couture clothing line, check it out on the
Internet at www.waitwear.com.
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Top Ten Real

CAMPUS
OUTRAGES
BY ASHEESH SIDDIQUE

A

fter reading the Young America Foundation’s
recent take on “the top ten most outrageous
and ridiculous campus outrages” (editor’s
note: “outrageous” and “outrages”? Isn’t that a little
repetitive?), I thought it would be interesting to compile a list of the top ten real campus outrages: ones that
speak to the actual problems facing students and their
universities in our contemporary moment. So here
are ten developments actually worth getting outraged
about:
10. Howard University students with serious
questions about the Republican Party’s historical relationship to the African-American community were
denied entrance to a Republican National Committee
outreach program aimed at minority voters, held on
campus in March. An American Petroleum Institute
staffer, however, was allowed into the forum, billed
(ironically enough) as a “Conversation with the Community.”
9. In March, Steven Gerner, a University of
Arizona sophomore and member of its Young Democrats organization, was denied entrance to a public,
taxpayer-funded Social Security forum in Tucson
featuring President Bush. Gerner was standing in line
to enter the Tucson Convention Center on Tuesday,
March 22, when an organizer approached him and
asked to read his t-shirt, which read: “Don’t be a Smart
[picture of a donkey, the Democratic party’s symbol].
UA Young Democrats.” The organizer then destroyed
his ticket, walked away, and then returned, telling him
that “his name had been added to a list banning him
from entering the convention center for the speech.”
8. That same month, a conservative Arizona
lawmaker inserted language into the state’s annual
budget legislation “to eliminate funding for campus
publications in Arizona because they have run stories
and photographs he considers offensive.” After legislative haggling, and to the dismay for First Amendment
advocates, the language in the bill was changed to
prohibit Arizona from giving any money at all to student publications at public universities, and the state’s
Democratic governor signed the legislation into law,
capitulating in the face of a conservative campaign to
undermine campus speech.
7. Anti-intellectual warrior David Horowitz
spent much of 2004 talking publicly about an incident at the University of Northern Colorado where a
professor assigned students a midterm exam essay on
“why President Bush was a war criminal,” and failed
a student who chose to discuss why Saddam Hussein was a war criminal instead. Horowitz used this as
vindication of his argument that colleges are liberally
biased and discriminate against conservative students.
Unfortunately, he had no proof that the said outrages
had actually occurred, and was forced to admit this
March that he couldn’t back up his tale. This episode
doesn’t inspire much confidence in the veracity of
Horowitz’s other hysterical pronouncements about the
alleged ‘Leftist infiltration’ of America’s colleges and
universities.
6. Clark Atlanta University student and labor activist Robert Patillo was placed on “indefinite
suspension” in April after he tried to organize a community discussion forum exploring the relationship

between worker’s rights and higher education. Patillo
had invited representatives of national labor organizations, like the AFL-CIO and SEIU, to inform campus
employees of their rights to humane working conditions. Upon appeal, Patillo was allowed to finish his
semester, but the CAU is apparently forcing him to
transfer to another institution this fall. God forbid that
a student would try to do something helpful for university staff.
5. On July 22, the House Committee on Education and the Workforce gave the thumbs up to “a bill
that puts the squeeze on loans, grants, and other forms
of assistance—to the tune of $11 billion.” H.R. 609,
the “College Access and Opportunity Act.” The bill
(which now stands before the House for a final vote)
imposes “new loan fees and interest rate hikes” on students that “could cost the average student as much as
$6,000 more over the repayment period.” Why would
the congresspersons on the House Ed committee want
to burden America’s next generation of leaders with
extra debt? Perhaps because they get a lot of campaign
cash from the student lending agencies that would reap
additional profits off of financially-distressed students
and their parents under the new deal.
4. Back in April, California State Senator
Abel Maldonado introduced legislation that would
force public universities to expel students who “riot,”
“incite a riot,” “remain present at the scene of a riot
after a warning to disperse” or “assemble for the purpose of disturbing the public peace.” The bill provides
no definition for any of these terms in the context of a
college setting, and thus threatens student speech. Fortunately, the legislation is being held up in committee
and is not currently scheduled for a vote.
3. On June 17, Wisconsin’s state assembly
passed the UW Birth Control Ban, a bill that prevents the prescribing and advertising of birth control
products on all property under the jurisdiction of the
University of Wisconsin. This development represents
an outrage on two fronts. First, it constitutes indefensible government interference into private health decisions. Second, it’s pro-abortion legislation. You heard
me right: not pro-choice, but pro-abortion legislation
that actually helps increase the number of abortions.
Birth control products are designed to help prevent
unintended pregnancies in the first place, which effectively takes away the occasion for many abortions. By
attacking birth control, Wisconsin politicians undermined the creation of a real ‘culture of life.’
2. In spite of the institution’s endowment
of $9 billion, some dining and facilities workers at
Princeton University go homeless during the summer months when students are not on campus. This is
largely the result of Princeton’s failure to pay its employees a wage consistent with New Jersey housing
prices.
1. The University of Illinois is considering
privatizing graduate student loans, a risky scheme that
jeopardizes funds while lining the pockets of corporations.
Asheesh Siddique is a junior at Princeton University,
where he co-edits the Princeton Progressive Nation.
He has also written for The Nation and The American
Prospect.
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A Story of Innocence
Not Lost But Stolen
Vet Gives Account of War in Iraq
BY WAYNE Y. HUANG

A

s the national debate over the politics and consequences of the Iraq War heats up, a slew of
new memoirs authored by returning Iraq and
Afghanistan veterans have appeared. Nearly all are brutally honest, told from the unforgiving day-by-day account of a soldier on the ground. Yet, in his new New
York Times bestselling memoir The Last True Story I’ll
Ever Tell: An Accidental Soldier’s Account of the War
in Iraq, Iraq vet John Crawford manages to weave together the brutality of warfare seen from his own eyes
as a National Guardsman along with the unseen brutality that torments a soldier’s inner being. Breathtaking
rawness and honesty penetrate every page of his book,
but his tales expose not only the rough edges of modern
warfare, and in particular the problems that continue to
plague the Iraq War today, but also the naked truths behind how war affects the soul.
It is a classic battle that reflects the contradictions of war, of pride versus hate and of lies versus duty.
Throughout the book, Crawford does not shy away from
his opposition to the Iraq War. Deployed to Iraq when
he was just two credits away from graduating with his
Bachelor’s degree at Florida State University, he writes
that “I had heard veterans from other wars claim they
never understood the reasons for the conflict they were
dropped into. This was not the case with me. I had studied foreign policy and cultures in college… I recognized
the importance of Middle Eastern oil to European and
Asian powers. This was a war I didn’t believe in, but no
one had asked my opinion.”
Tellingly, Crawford’s book also points to a
quote from psychologist Karl Menninger, reciting that
“the voice of intelligence… is drowned by the road of

fear… it is biased by hate and extinguished by anger. Most
of all, it is silenced by ignorance.”
Crawford also acknowledges the contradictory
characteristics of war, that above all, “I was a soldier,
and that was my job. Politics wasn’t my business.” Pride,
sense of duty, and camaraderie reign just as strong. Crawford writes in his introduction that “as much as I feel like
this book is the story of innocence not lost but stolen, of
lies and blackness — a story not of the insanity of war, but
of the insanity of men — I should also share a few words
from my father.. he said to me, ‘Son, of all the things I
wanted to see you achieve, a combat infantry badge was
the last. It is also the one I am most proud of you for.’”
Still, within the folds of the action-packed combat
scenes that comprise most of the book, Crawford reveals
sentiments of dissatisfaction and futility. In the dramatic
opening chapter, Crawford and his unit find themselves
mired in a brown-out rainstorm in the desert outside of
Nasiriyah, battling against insurgent tanks in thick mud
and zero visibility. “Modern warfare my ass,” he recalls,
“There I was with a light machine gun, no air cover, no
heavy weapons, no naval gunfire. Infantry against tank,
fucking World War II shit.” Conditions would become
worse in the summer heat and in Baghdad’s fetid city center, as Crawford and his unit were redeployed to the city.
“We were housed in a series of small apartments… in these
cramped quarters, we seethed,” Crawford writes, “There
was no power.. we slept naked on the floor, puddles of
sweat pooled out several feet from our bodies.”
An alarming lack of equipment and poor re-supply lines also plagued Crawford’s 101st Airborne Division, causing supply shortages and forcing the 101st to
commandeer Iraqi civilian vehicles after all of their Humvees had broken down. “Our retooled Vietnam-era rifles began to
show their age, falling apart with
the slightest usage,” he says, “My
uniforms were torn beyond repair
and my boots had no soles on them.
Still we walked on, day and night,
sloshing through the sewage-filled
streets.” There was a lack of body
armor, leaving all the men to complain “about the Vietnam-era flak
vests which we figured amounted
to nothing but a sweaty burden
that was unlikely to stop bullets
anyways.” In the end, after two of
Crawford’s buddies are hit, a deeprooted but suppressed anger against
higher commanders also brewed
amongst the men: “That night, we
had a company meeting, where
the battalion commander and the
chaplain tried to speak words of
encouragement to worried and angry soldiers… they told us to persevere and stay strong. It was a good
speech, but when the time came,
neither the chaplain nor the battalion commander could remember
the names of either of our soldiers
who were hit.” In a September interview with Air America Radio,
Crawford would also criticize the
government’s treatment of veterans.
“I think the saying is that nothing is
too good for the American fighting
men, and nothing is exactly what
they get,” he said.
There are lighthearted
moments too, which remain so humanly resonant. In mid-summer,

Crawford’s company was ordered to occupy a deserted
office building in western Baghdad. Despite the bouts of
dysentery and piles of “rotting feces,” what ultimately
drove Crawford’s squad away from their positions on
top of the building was none other than their belief
that their floor was haunted, leading them to scramble
“downstairs and sleep with First Squad, even though
that meant automatic and unrelenting ridicule.” During
their time in Baghdad, Crawford and his buddies would
also at one time pull night-time duty at the observation
posts above the Tigris River, where every night on the
riverfront below, drunken hajji would “dance about in
drunken stupors… on numerous occasions, we had been
sent down to break up their party like cops harassing
spring breakers. Curses and threats would surround us
as coolers were dumped, their contents swallowed into
the gloomy depths of the Tigris River.”
Towards the end of the book, Crawford also
tells how, while he and his buddy Mitchell are patrolling
an Amoco gas station, they seize an old rusted motorcycle from an Iraqi man. “Bitch, I’m not getting in this
shit with you… besides, you can’t even drive a bike,”
Crawford recalled telling Mitchell. But he reluctantly
goes along with the joyride, only to become horrified
as the brakes fail, the gears stick, and the engine stalls
as they entered a shadowy, dangerous neighborhood. As
Crawford wrote, he could see “the start of a CNN headline: Two American soldiers were dragged through the
streets yesterday after what seemed to be an act of utter
stupidity on their part.” Nevertheless, the crowd of Iraqis was amused with the joyride: “they loved to watch us
whenever we acted like Americans,” he writes.
Crawford keeps the pace of the book relentless,
the action pounding and breathless to a degree of bewilderment, perhaps to reflect the truly breakneck dayto-day sensory overload of the Iraq War. Yet he pauses
for moments of cogent introspection. While watching
the sun rise over Baghdad, he wonders how many other
soldiers over the centuries “had watched that same sunrise over the Tigris.” When a shrieking bullet suddenly
punctuated the silent sunrise and everyone dove to the
ground, he then wonders “how many other soldiers over
the centuries had tasted that same sand?” In a later chapter, after stepping on a chunk of an Iraqi man’s brain,
he realizes that fear, in all of its dimensions, instantly
becomes suppressed and compartmentalized. Using his
MRE spoon, he would flick off a flake of the skull that
had become lodged in the sole of his boot, and then
simply return to eating his morning processed chicken
meal. “I’d rather it be the last true story I’ll ever tell,”
he writes.
Above all, Crawford’s book is a riveting and
uncensored account of the conflict between courage,
dedication, patriotism, and fear, an abstract skirmish
that Crawford grasps instinctively and surprisingly well.
In the very last paragraph of a chapter entitled “What
Happens When War Happens,” he writes of a time when,
after he had gotten back from Iraq, he went to a gas station to buy cigarettes. “An Arabic man was working behind the counter,” he recalls, “He turned when he heard
the door chime and gave me a broad smile. I walked out.
I never wanted to hate anyone; it just sort of happens
that way in a war.”
THE LAST TRUE STORY I’LL
EVER TELL
An Accidental Soldier’s Account Of The War In Iraq
By John Crawford
219 pp. Riverhead Books / Penguin. $23.95
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THE BACK BURNER
S o m e t h i n g’s c o o k i n g i n t h e w o r l d o f p o l i t i c s , b u t f e w a r e p a y i n g a t t e n t i o n . Ne w s i s
a weapon that can be wielded by foregrounding some stories, or, more pertinently, by burying others.
TL staff takes a look at the news items that aren’t always

(or are no longer) front-page material.

ALITO AND BIG BUSINESS – A MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN; THE ROOTS, AND RESULTS, OF
FRANCE’S IMMIGRATION POLICY; BUSH PLAYS WITH FIRE IN IRAQ, GETS BURNED; SEN.
TOM COBURN AND THE GAYS;

Birds
of a

Dysfunctional

Feather Relationships
J

UDGE

SAMUEL ALITO

IS UNDER ATTACK FOR MANY REASONS-

HIS OPPOSITION TO ABORTION, HIS VOTE TO SECURE THE RIGHT

TO BEAR MACHINE GUNS, AND HIS DECISION TO ALLOW POLICE TO
STRIP SEARCH TEN YEAR OLD GIRLS WITHOUT A WARRANT.

But
few have heard much of his views on employment law. In
Alito’s dissent in Bray vs. Marriot Hotels, he argued for a
position that would have “eviscerated” legal employment
protections under the Civil Rights Act. According to the
majority, Alito would have protected employers from lawsuits if an employer honestly believed that one race would
be better suited for a job than another, allowing “conscious
racial bias” as a factor in making employment decisions.
And in another keystone of his strange approach to
workplace discrimination law, Alito argued that employers
should be legally allowed to fire AIDS victims “because of
a fear of contagion whether reasonable or not”.
He has also ruled (in his many dissents) against the
minimum wage and overtime laws, for a standard of evidence in disability discrimination cases that a majority
opinion said would lead to “few if any” cases surviving,
and against the application of coal mine safety regulations.
He differed from Justice Rehnquist and the Supreme Court
in his decision that public employers should be exempt
from the Family and Medical Leave Act.
Judge Alito’s views on employment law have consistently favored corporations and the powerful. So much
so that a piece titled “Why Big Business Likes Alito” in
Business Week said “Alito consistently has come down on
the side of limiting corporate liability, limiting employee
rights, and limiting federal regulation.” We at TL hope that
this issue gets as much public attention as it deserves.

> > Judge Samuel Alito

I

N THE POST-WAR PERIOD, WESTERN

EUROPE

HAS SEEN A

TREMENDOUS AND UNPRECENTED INFLUX OF IMMIGRANTS

FROM ISLAMIC COUNTRIES. The highest population of
such immigrants is in France. In the past few weeks
we have seen the consequences of failed policies that
leave French-born children of first-generation immigrants feeling like second-class citizens.
French unity has frequently been lofted an excuse
for ignoring the existence of racial or ethnic minorities.
The post-revolutionary doctrine of secular government in France is responsible for the political ideology
that forbade the wearing of traditional Muslim veils in
French schools and for officially refusing to acknowledge that ethnic differences exist in France.
The consequences of France’s dysfunctional relationship with its immigrant population have recently
erupted. Although the riots, violence and arson of the
past few weeks seemed
to come out of nowhere,
the actions of these
young people were, in
fact, predictable o anyone who took the time
to look objectively at
the French immigrant
situation. Discrimination against Islamic
peoples is endemic in
France;
French-born
or not, the magrhébins
will never be viewed as
truly français.
What will happen when the upheaval
(which has not been
deadly because of
France’s tight gun control laws) comes to an
end? Amid calls for order and the declaration
of a temporary state of
emergency in the city
of Paris, the French
president, Jacques Chirac, has circumspectly
acknowledged the roots
of the unrest in French
inequality. After the riots are stopped, French
policy makers must still
tackle the daunting task
of solving such inequality.
Although
many
will undoubtedly recognize that France is a na-

tion divided and thus the government must take action to reverse such dangerous inequality, the issue
must be handled delicately. The French incarnation of extreme ring-wing jingoism, Jean-Marie Le
Pen and his Front National, could potentially use
the situation as an opportunity to exploit French
fear and racism, garner support, and win Le Pen
the French presidency. Le Pen’s polarizing ideology could do more to forment class warfare than
anything previously imaginable and the possibility
of the ascendance of über-nationalism in Europe is
in no one’s best interest.

> > Photo illustration by Andrew Rose
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Can’t Pay
for College?
Sign Right Here…
4

9%

CORNELL STUDENTS RECEIVE NEED-BASED FINANCIAL AID.
The average loan given out to a
freshman is $10,400. Most students
will graduate Cornell with a large
amount of debt. This is expected.
Students also expect to use that fabulous Ivy League education to make
lots of money and easily pay off
their student loans. But what about
when the unexpected happens and
you never get that kind of financial
security?
This would happen to Mr. James
Lockhart. He went back to school as
an adult in the 1980s and took out
student loans to do so. He never
ended up graduating and because
of various health problems, was
unable to find gainful employment.
He is now 67 years old, has diabetes, heart disease for which he has
already received a double bypass
surgery, and an undisclosed mental
OF

health disease. He has been living
on a Social Security check of $874
a month plus $10 for food stamps
when Uncle Sam decided to claim
his old school debts.
To do this, the government
started taking 15% out of his Social
Security check every month. Even
though he is a senior citizen and
disabled, the government won’t let
him discharge his old school loans,
which are over 10 years old, even
after filing for Chapter 7 bankruptcy. With this amount being withheld
from his Social Security checks
every month, he is no longer able
to afford the six pills a day for his
heart condition, which he needs to
survive.
He has gone to the Supreme
Court with his case where there has
been discussion over two main laws
regarding his case. These laws, the
Higher Education Act and the Debt

Collection Act, clearly contradict
each other. The Higher Education
Act ended the previous 10 year limit
that the government had to withhold payments from people with
outstanding loans. The Debt Collection Act has a provision in it that
states that after a 10 year limit on an
unpaid loan, the government is not
allowed to withhold Social Security
payments. Justice Breyer commented about the case “I don’t see how
you get out of that. I can see why
you’d like to ... but I don’t see how
you do.”
The United States Department
of Education estimates that “there is
about $33 billion in outstanding student loans, which includes about $7
billion of delinquent debt.” This is
obviously a large chunk of change
that the government is missing;
but is the way to reclaim this debt
to take the money away from poor,
disabled, elderly people who can’t
afford their daily needs?
So until Congress gets its act
together to amend one of these
bills, the many students around the
country with college loans will be
facing a daunting problem. What
if students are not able to make the
big bucks that Cornell has promised
them? What about the few students
who drop out and never finish college? It will be almost impossible
to repay some student loans.
However, if this continues we
won’t have to worry about President Bush’s Social Security “crisis”
anymore, because benefits will be
slashed anyway to repay our generation’s huge college debt.

WE DIDN’ T START THE FIRE
O

UR MOTHERS ALWAYS TOLD US NOT TO PLAY WITH
MATCHES.

Apparently Barbara Bush never bothered to bestow this lesson on her once-wayward, now
reborn, son George Dubya. Or maybe she told him,
and just like throughout his tenure at Yale, ole Georgey just wasn’t paying attention. Whatever the case
may be, it doesn’t seem to matter, as the President obviously didn’t learn his lesson; he started a fire, and
now it’s getting out of control.
The recent simultaneous bombings of three hotels
in Amman, Jordan hints at the possible future firestorm spreading from the newest terrorist haven on the
block: Iraq. For those “historical revisionists” on the
Right, try to extricate yourself from Cheney’s fantasy
world and remember that Osama and Saddam were far
from bosom buddies in years past. Saddam the secularist. Osama the fundamentalist. But hey, nothing makes
for friendship more than a common enemy, and the
US actually succeeded in creating the situation it was
trying to avoid, the union of the Baath Party (Saddam
was a Baathist) and foreign jihadists. And now, in addition to killing people in Iraq, Al-Qaeda in Mesopotamia is effectively carrying their jihad beyond Iraq’s
borders, and the prospects for stability in the Middle
East look bleaker than ever.
No one at Turn Left is claiming that the US in-

vasion of Iraq created Middle Eastern terrorism. But
the security vacuum and foreign jihadist insurgency
in Iraq has created and strengthened a pool of operational terrorists in the heart of an already unstable region. And guess what? These people don’t like us or
our friends in the region. As our staunch ally, Jordan’s
government is, unfortunately, among those reaping
the consequences, and the recent bombings are a foreshadowing of future terrorist acts emanating from Iraq
into the surrounding region, striking and destabilizing
our allies.
But we, the American people, are safer, right?
(If you forget about the over 2,000 Americans have
died in Iraq). If you think that is the case, we implore
you to think about these things simplistically so that
your head won’t hurt too much. Ask Bush; he hates
headaches. Your conclusion should be obvious: because we’re fighting terrorists in Iraq, taking the war
over there, we won’t be attacked at home. We are
safer because we have strengthened our enemies by
giving them a new operational base and a steady supply of pissed off recruits. Ahh, we’ll be sleeping well
tonight… and you should too, but only if the thought
of an unstable Middle East and more terrorists is your
version of a lullaby.
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GOP
FANTASYLAND

T

RUSSERT FIRED QUESSENATOR (DR.)
TOM COBURN (R-OK) ON
NOVEMBER 6’S MEET THE
PRESS. COBURN TOWED THE
PARTY LINE—FAIRLY WELL
IN FACT. IT’S JUST THAT—
WELL—IT’S
JUST
THAT—
SENATOR COBURN IS A RAGING IDIOT AND CAN’T DEFEND
A SINGLE ONE OF HIS BELIEFS.
Russert started with
some softballs. He threwout questions about how
“gays” are causing the
moral decay of the United
States, and Coburn confirmed that he stood by his
previous statement that
“the gay community has
infiltrated the very centers
of power. They are the
greatest threat—that agenda is the greatest threat to
our freedom we face today.” Yet, when Russert
pressed him on whether or
not homosexuals are the
cause of the moral decay
of America that the Repubicans so frequently allude
to, Coburn stammered,
“There’s—it’s—there’s not
a cause and effect.” Everyone knows Coburn’s
a bigot, and instead of at
least finding a post hoc
reason for opposing equality for homosexuals, he
did not even try to hide the
fact that his policy stances
are not grounded in reality. Instead, he argued that
homosexuality is a symptom of the moral decay of
America. If that were so,
shouldn’t Coburn be going after criminals and trying to eliminate the class
structure that has forces
IM

TIONS AT

Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK)

underprivileged
Americans to have children out
of wedlock instead of attacking a “symptom” of
the problem?
It is clear that Senator Coburn’s views on
homosexuality are merely
grounded in bigotry. But
what about his views on
the court? Are they simply
grounded in stupidity?
Senator Coburn (who,
incidentally, admitted that
Judge Alito is a judicial activist in the same interview)
is one of the members of
the Judiciary Committee
who will eventually decide
the fate of Judge Samuel
Alito’s confirmation to the
Supreme Court as an Associate Justice. Russert
questioned Coburn about
a very odd premise that he
proposed during the Roberts confirmation hearings.
Coburn told the Judiciary
Committee that because he
is a physician, he is able to
tell whether or not people
are lying by looking at
them. As a result, he knew
that Roberts was always
telling the Committee the
truth. Russert pressed him
on the question, and Coburn did not back-down,
even claiming that his
skills as a physician have
allowed him to detect when
several witnesses were lying to him in front of the
Judiciary Committee.
Senator Coburn’s political ideas are not grounded
in reaity. They are grounded
in fantasy and cold-hearted
bigotry. He is a danger to
democracy at-large.
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TOP

Great
Things
10

°About Ithaca°

We didn’t go to Yale and we don’t spend our afternoons wandering around Cambridge.
We’re Cornell students and thoroughly proud of this fact. We put pumpkins on top of
clocks, wander around the Commons, stand in line all night to get hockey tickets, freeze
our asses off most of the year, and love every minute of it. And yet, every time you mention your Cornell status, someone invariably makes a snide comment about your going to
school in the middle of nowhere. They don’t go here, so how can they possible understand
what exactly is so great about Ithaca? To dispel the ignorance of those who speak disparagingly of our beloved city, we here at Turn Left have decided to create a handy list of
reasons why we love Ithaca. Now the next time your snotty friend who goes to Columbia
makes a comment, you’ll have this to throw in their face.

§1

The messages on the bumper
stickers around town
give us hope.

§3
§5

§9

At least the Wal-Mart is
on the outskirts of town.

§6

The vegetarian cuisine is
so good it even satisﬁes
the carnivores!

§7

§2

(Almost) everyone
recycles!

Green space, not vast
waste.

§10

Most of the state parks in
Ithaca have avoided logging
and development!

§4

Republicans got you down? Go
to the Commons!

CTB, Moosewood, and
education are our
“big businesses.”

§8

It’s legal to go topless in
public.

It’s gorges, even if it’s only during the times when we’re not
here.

