
By Tony MonTgoMery,
President of the Cornell demoCrats

It’s going to be a busy year on Capi-
tol Hill, and it’s going to be even 

busier in our organization (although 
that might not be saying much, given 
the consistent gridlock of Congres-
sional affairs). I’m Tony Montgom-
ery, a junior English major in the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences and sitting 
President of the Cornell Democrats 
for the 2011-2012 academic year. 

I think that our club can make 
a serious difference in both the Cor-
nell community and in the New York 
political scene this year, and I’m 
looking forward to getting started on 

what looks to be a promising year for 
Democrats nationwide. The recent 
recall elections in Wisconsin have 

shown us that while there does ex-
ist a growing interest in progressive 

causes amongst the general popula-
tion, we still have a lot of work to 
do as a party if we are to tap into the 
full potential of grassroots enthusi-
asm for the upcoming election cycle.

Our goal as a club is to advance 
the causes of other progressive causes 
on campus while simultaneously 
working to elect Democrats to local, 
state and national offices. The 2012 
election season has gotten underway 
particularly early this time around 
with the recall elections in Wisconsin 
along with the politicization of the 
debt ceiling increase. Granted, things 
are likely to be more eventful on the 
Republican side of the aisle – seeing 
as how they will spend the better part 

of the next six months infighting over 
who shall earn the honor of losing 
to Barack Obama – but we will still 
have our plate full here on the left. 

The disfranchisement of Ameri-
can voices through the perpetration 
of demographically targeted voter ID 
laws will be one of the key issues our 
organization undertakes this semes-
ter. The right to participate without 
obstruction in the civil process of 
electing officials is the cornerstone 
of a functioning democracy, and it 
is embarrassing that a country as 

By Zach newkirk

The Class of 2015 has been hailed 
as one of Cornell’s most special 

classes because it is our sesquicenten-
nial class and will graduate 150 years 
after the university was founded in 
1865. Ignore for a moment that stu-
dents did not enroll until 1868, and 
the first students did not graduate un-
til 1872. Ignore also that the class of 
2022 is the real sesquicentennial class.

Ignore all of that because the 
Class of 2015 deserves a special wel-
come! It is comprised of star athletes, 
incredible musicians and a legion of 
talented students – or students like 
me that applied early and wrote an 
above-average admissions essay. 
Welcome sesquicentennials and get 
used to saying that word. You are 
from all 50 states, 69 countries and 
over one fifth of you identify as a 
racial or ethnic minority. Your me-
dian SAT score is 1450 (out of 1600) 
and you made the admissions cut 
while more than 24,600 kids did not. 

Welcome, slackers.
Below is some big and small 

advice from an old-timer, whose 
time at this wonderful place is 
sadly coming to a rapid close. 

Do you really need that unlim-
ited meal plan? I once knew a kid 
during my freshman year who ate 
six little meals a day and had the un-
limited meal plan. Unless you want 
to snack on the goodies in Appel or 
RPCC a half dozen times a day, then 
you’re best off limiting the number 

of meals in your meal plan to 7-10. 
We’re talking hundreds of dollars in 
savings…and maybe a few calories 
averted! Plus, there are so many deli-
cious dining establishments on cam-
pus, you ought to branch out from the 
handful on North Campus. Many are 
hidden in random academic build-

ings like MVR or Weill but for cam-
pus food these places are top-notch.

This is more than class and par-
ties. Club Fest is basically the most 
overwhelming experience ever. 
You go into a building once used to 
house airplanes and it’s stuffed full 
of clubs and organizations you’ve 
never dreamed of! Though it may 
sound a little cynical, every year 
thousands of students come to Cor-
nell dreaming of “making a differ-
ence on campus” and it truly does 
take a tremendous amount of work to 
effect even the smallest of changes; 
but there is no better way to meet 
new people than getting involved in 
clubs and causes that matter most to 
you. You’ll likely find it on campus – 
from environmental activism, immi-
gration activism, bringing speakers 
and musical artists to campus, there 
is really no shortage of opportunities. 

Gyms on North Campus suck. 
Here’s the good thing about the 
gyms at Cornell: it’s $145 for an 
entire year, which averages out to 
around $12 a month. Pretty good, 
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Welcome, Class of 2015!

Uris Library, where members of the Class of 2015 will undoubtedly spend many hours
Source: Josh Uhr 
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An internship in Washington, D.C. 
is something of a rite of passage 

for the future political types among 
us. Every summer, thousands of col-
lege students descend on our nation’s 
capital for two to three months of an-
swering phones, making copies, and 
virtually anything else our employ-
ers ask us to do. Sometimes we re-
ceive small stipends for our efforts; 
often we do not. While our parents 
are home wondering if funding their 
child’s experiences and exploits in 
the summer months is as worthy an 
investment as college tuition, we’re 
running around this swampy South-
ern city, networking, socializing, and 
sweating. If we’re lucky, we may be-
come part of the events and happen-
ings that make this town the center 
of attention for all things political.

 My own experiences in the 
District began this past January in 
the Cornell-in-Washington program, 
a hidden gem within Cornell’s off-
campus offerings. The program is 
part academic semester and part 
pre-professional experience, with all 
participants required to take at least 
12 credits in addition to holding a 
part-time internship. Striking a bal-
ance between work and academics 
was no doubt a little tricky at first, 
though 8 of those 12 credits are a 
seminar in constructing the research 
paper that composes the bulk of the 
semester’s academic work. After a 
few weeks it wasn’t difficult to de-
velop a comfortable routine. As with 
most off-campus programs, academ-
ics are less the focus of the experi-
ence than taking advantage of the op-
portunities your temporary home has 
to offer, which in Washington D.C. 
includes everything from protests 
and rallies, to Congressional hear-
ings, to cultural festivals and parades.

 The primary opportunities 
in Washington are of course profes-
sional in nature. This spring’s group 
found a diverse set of internships 
across the city, at think tanks, non-
profits, political offices, and for-

profit companies, ranging from the 
Brookings Institution and the Peace 
Corps to the American Enterprise 
Institute and J.P. Morgan. While I 
can’t go into too much detail about 
my own internship in the office of 
a Senate committee, I can say that I 
had an amazing time and identify key 
lessons I took away from the expe-
rience that are certainly applicable 
to any internship on Capitol Hill. 

One important lesson was that 
contrary to my original perception, 
offices hire interns not because the 
permanent employees don’t want to 
take care of clerical business or be-
cause they’re doing a favor for the 
next generation of politicos, but be-
cause they truly need the assistance. 
The permanently employed staff in 
a political office is completely oc-
cupied with the level of work they 
are paid to perform; without interns 
to take care of basic office opera-
tions, there would be no foundation 
on which to carry out the real work 
of the organization, or in the case 
of Congress, the nation. This means 
that the work generally assigned to 
interns, though it may feel menial 
at times, is always important, and at 
times absolutely essential. Even the 
lowly intern is a vital cog in the office 
machine. Thus, serving as an intern, 

especially in an office whose work is 
of personal interest, isn’t only excit-
ing for the opportunity to have a first-
hand look at the work being done or 
the professional experience gained, 
but also for the satisfaction of being 

a key, if small and anonymous, part 
of something bigger than oneself.

 I felt the same way at the in-
ternship I held over the summer, as I 
stayed in Washington to work in the 
office of a member of the House of 

Representatives. Although interning 
in the personal office of a Member 
of Congress was certainly different 
from my role on the Senate commit-
tee, the lessons I had learned during 
the spring semester were only rein-
forced on the other side of the Hill. 
As any political observer knows, the 
biggest news inside the Beltway this 
summer was the crisis over the na-
tion’s debt ceiling, a story filled with 
drama and more than a little parti-
san tension. For an intern, this was 
an incredible time to be working on 
the Hill, especially in the office of a 
representative who was actively in-
volved in the debate. As I had learned 
in the Senate, just because you’re 
making copies of legislation rather 
than writing it doesn’t mean you 
don’t have an impact on its future, 
especially when those copies are go-
ing into the hands of those who are 
to shape the future of the nation. The 
work you do may not bear your in-
dividual mark, but your contributions 
are no less important because of it.

 To be clear, there is certainly 

more to most internships than admin-
istrative work, important as it may 
be; I also processed constituent mail, 
performed research on legislative and 
budget matters, and took on other in-
teresting and substantive projects in 
the offices in which I worked. It’s 
never quite clear exactly which re-
sponsibilities an intern might take 
on, but offering help of any kind, 
whether it’s moving boxes into stor-
age or calling other offices to request 
information, is always appreciated, 
and can lead to further opportunities 
later on. I would also be remiss if I 
didn’t mention how utterly exciting it 
is for those of us with a passion for 
politics to have access to the United 
States Capitol, the temple of our na-
tion and one of the world’s most 
awe-inspiring pieces of architecture. 
Having the opportunity to walk its 
halls, literally in the footsteps of gi-
ants, makes even the most painful 
data entry project more than worth it.

 Obsession with a building 
aside, the life of the Capitol Hill intern 
is largely a set path: we work for little 
or no pay, compiling spreadsheets and 
running errands, for the chance to be 
present for a few incredible weeks, or 
days, or moments, in the offices we’re 
lucky enough to work in. We feel 
proud that we’ve been a part of the 
legislative process, however small. 
Along the way, we develop skills to 
add to our resumes, and make con-
tacts that could lead to opportunities 
in the future, and fun in the present. 
At the end of the summer, we pack 
up and head back to school, excited 
for what might come after graduation 
and brimming with new perspectives 
on the world outside the college bub-
ble, or at least life inside the Beltway.

For more information on the Cornell-
in-Washington program (highly recom-
mended for anyone with an interest in 
politics or policy), make sure to visit 
their website at http://ciw.cornell.edu.
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The U.S. Congress was estab-
lished under the principle of 

compromise. A majority is needed 
to pass any bill and so requires co-
operation and commonality from 
our representatives. Recently how-
ever, the gridlock and partisanship 
displayed by Congress has made 
a mockery of this and has resulted 
in one of the least effective Con-
gresses in history. The Democrats, 
led by President Obama, have fol-
lowed a progressive agenda that 
produced such important legislature 
as the economic stimulus and health 
care reform. The Republicans have 
followed an agenda of simply say-
ing no to just about everything the 
Democrats propose, while advo-
cating the radical goals of the Tea 
Party to cut government and pre-
vent such freedoms as gay marriage 
and abortion. These two standpoints 
obviously conflict with each other 
and have consequently led to a gov-
ernment unable to solve the enor-
mous problems facing the country.
 When saying no has become 
an acceptable political response, it’s 
no wonder that disillusionment with 
the government is at an all-time 
high. According to Gallup Polls 
on August 17th, the president’s ap-
proval ratings are at a low of 39% 
while Congress’ are at an abysmal 
13%. Add in frequent sex scandals, 
corruption, and a media circus that 
has its own political agenda, and it’s 
a wonder that Americans haven’t 
given up on politics entirely. When 
Michele Bachmann, the presidential 
candidate who thinks John Quincy 
Adams was a founding father and 
equates homosexuality with pedo-
philia, is able to win Iowa’s straw 
poll, it’s obvious that the public is 
demanding something different 
from our current representatives. 
But is it the policies that the nation

 

disagrees with, or the incompetence?
 While it could turn out to be 
fiscally irresponsible to implement 
trillion-dollar programs like health 
care during a severe economic 
downturn, the fact remains that the 
American system no longer works 
like it used to. Health care ex-
penditures exceeded $2 tril-
lion dollars while leaving 50 mil
lion uninsured, unemployment is 
above 9%, and Social Security is 
projected to run out in 2036. With 
troubles like these, it’s no wonder 
that so many respond to the Repub-
lican rhetoric of no new taxes and 
getting rid of wasteful spending.  
 However, what many peo-
ple fail to realize is that govern-
ment is GOOD. It’s responsible 
for our infrastructure, our schools, 
our defense, our economy…with-
out taxes, there are no services, 
and without services, quality of 
life plummets. In the past, Demo-
crats – including the quintessential 
progressive president FDR – de-
fended raised taxes and expanded 
government by pointing out that 
these things were necessary for the 
overall good of the nation. A well-
funded and powerful government 
can contribute more towards useful 
domestic and foreign policies, and 
ensure the country is always mov-
ing forwards. This is the message 
that Democrats should be promot-
ing, but instead they allow the Re-
publicans to drown them out with 
threats of the evils big government 
will bring. By trying to increase 
social programs and economic aid, 
the Democrats aren’t overreaching 
their goals of a progressive nation, 
but they’ve allowed the Repub-
licans to mess up their message.
 In order to actually get some-
thing done in Congress, the Demo-
crats need to get rid of the weakness 

in today’s liberalism and stand up 
to their opponents. Obama was so 
focused on compromising with the 
other side that he watered down the
bills to a form that neither side was 
satisfied with. The Republicans had 
the advantage of complete unity by 
making their party line simply to be 
against whatever Obama was advo-
cating, and never had any intention 
of real compromise. The lack of bi-
partisanship has resulted in Obama’s 
presidency not being able to follow 
up on the inspiring rhetoric of his 
campaign and the passage of half-
baked legislation that is unable to 
truly help with the problems Ameri-
ca faces. What began as great initia-
tives to move the U.S. forward has 
been cut down to a skeleton of what 
could have been truly significant 
changes towards a better country. 
 In the face of what politics 
has become, it is more important 
than ever to be involved and make 
our representatives accountable for 
their actions. With Obama’s chanc-
es for reelection looking shakier 
and shakier in 2012, this election 
will be the true mandate on his at-
tempts to implement a progressive 
agenda. Despite his failure to fol-
low up on all of his promises, we 
can’t lose faith in the fundamental 
ideas of hope and change that drove 
his 2008 campaign. These concepts 
are what true progressivism is and 
go beyond Democrat or Republi-
can. It’s time to get back to what 
the government was founded upon: 
working together for the better-
ment of the country as a whole, not 
a chance for individual politicians 
to gain wealth or celebrity. Only 
then will true progress happen. 
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EDITORIAL
When Compromise Gets in 
the Way of Progress

CP

ON LIFE AS AN INTERN Sam Ferenc

Making A Difference, One Copy At A Time

Capitol Hill, Washington DC., Source: http://www.mintz.com

Offices hire interns 
not because the 
permanent employees 
don’t want to take care 
of clerical business, 
but because they truly 
need the assistance

Just because you’re 
making copies of 
legislation rather 
than writing it doesn’t 
mean you don’t 
have an impact on 
its future, especially 
when those copies are 
going into the hands 
of those who are to 
shape the future of the 
nation.



     On Saturday, August 6th, the 
ratings agency Standard & Poor’s 
downgraded the credit rating of Unit-
ed States Treasury Bonds - once con-
sidered the gold standard of safe in-
vestment - from their previous grade 
of a perfect AAA to AA+. It might be 
considered the first time in history 
when the market had, at least sup-
posedly, given up on the ability of the 
United States government to govern 
responsibly. 

     Within hours of the historic 
downgrade, the leaders of the Demo-
cratic and Republican Parties and 
their spokesmen came out to paint 
their adversaries as the cause of the 
economic woes facing both the na-
tion and its government. 

America now faces 9.1% un-
employment, with record low inter-
est rates and a federal government in 

debt past its previous limit of $14.6 
trillion. Many have conceded that 
our government has exhausted its 
tools whilst our problem only wors-
ens. To add insult to injury, the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average closed with 
a loss of 5.55% of its value the fol-
lowing Monday (upwards of 600 
points), after news of the downgrade 
rippled through the market. The days 
that followed would prove to be more 
than volatile.

      The debt debate in Wash-
ington has, however, revealed to us 

not simply that our government is 
divided but rather that it is beyond 
dysfunction. With a wide variety of 
potential plans on the table, many of 
which would have been satisfactory 
compromises (such as the original 
Bowles-Simpson plan proposed by 
the independent fiscal commission 
called by President Obama), our Con-
gress could pass only such legislation 
that would be neither useful nor true 
compromise. 

The final debt deal has perhaps 
$1 trillion in cuts to increases in 
federal “discretionary” spending. It 
touched neither of our largest expen-
ditures, Social Security and Medi-
care, nor spoke of revenue increases, 
even through the bipartisan means of 
simplifying the tax code. In absence 
of a real plan of action, the debt leg-
islation passed proposed the creation 

of a “Super Commit-
tee” to balance the 
budget. 

     In the mean-
time, as Washington 
scrambles to assign 
blame, there is almost 
zero discussion on 
how to fix our prob-
lems and get Ameri-
cans back to work. 
This is no way to run 
a government.  

     Journalist 
Fareed Zakaria wrote 
about our govern-
ment’s problems in 
a recent Washington 
Post article in which 
he postulated that 
the problem with our 
government is par-
liamentary politics in 
a non-parliamentary 
system: “Some po-
litical scientists long 
hoped that American 

parties would become more ideo-
logically pure and coherent, like 
European parties. They have gotten 
their wish, and the result is abysmal 
— and predictable. America does 
not have a parliamentary system in 
which one party takes control of all 
levers of power — executive and leg-
islative — enacts its agenda and then 
goes back to the voters. Power in the 
United States is shared by a set of 
institutions with overlapping authori-
ties. The parties have to cooperate for 
anything to get done. That’s why the 
Founding Fathers despised political 
parties.” 

    The inability of lawmakers 
to compromise has been building for 
years. It could be considered the un-
intentional consequence of a perfect 
storm of policies, rules, and political 
projects. The vast, politically-driven 

redistricting schemes made over the 
last forty years, for instance, ex-
plain our vastly divided ideological 
landscape. “Gerrymandering” has 
brought about an era of primary elec-
tions that drive out the moderates in 
both parties, particularly the Repub-
lican Party, which is now beholden to 
far right-wing Tea Party politics. 

Meanwhile, changes in elec-
toral rules within the parties have led 
to a breakdown in “party discipline,” 
leaving moderate conservatives like 
Speaker of the House John Boehner 
at the mercy of the vote of consum-
mate wing-nut Congresswoman Mi-
chele Bachmann. 

In short, our political party sys-
tem is less a means of governing than 
a marketed product producing brand 
loyalty. It is no surprise that Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell 
said in the past few weeks that allow-
ing a default on our debt would be the 
death of “the Republican brand.”

The new political breed was 
born for this new system: uncompro-
misingly, ideologically pure. Demo-
crats will not move an inch on their 
beloved social programs and Repub-
licans will not move an inch on in-
creasing taxes. In the world of reality, 
objective onlookers will note that in 
order to maintain fiscal sanity whilst 
still maintaining a government, we 
must both cut back on spending and 
raise taxes in the long run. With a 
debt larger than the size of our entire 
economy, there is simply no other op-
tion, yet no politician in Washington 
will pass this. 

Our current situation, most re-
grettably, can only be encapsulated 
with the title of a recent book writ-
ten by political satirist P.J. O’Rourke: 
“Don’t Vote, It Just Encourages the 
Bastard.”

CP

but you’ll be stuck in either small 
or dated facilities. At peak hours in 
the late afternoon/early evening, the 
places can be packed. And while 
Noyes on West Campus is relatively 
new and awesome, it services the en-
tire West Campus housing system as 
well all the Greek houses on West. 
Here’s a dirty little secret: Teagle is 
two stories, is pretty spacious and 
no one ever goes there. Probably 
for it’s location but if you’re will-
ing to make the trek you won’t be 
met with a line for the treadmill. 

Remember the big picture. You 
may have heard the news: the econ-
omy isn’t doing so hot and we are 
likely headed toward a “double-dip” 
recession. Having a degree from Cor-

nell isn’t going to automatically land 
you a job so it’s important you work 
toward that singular goal from as ear-
ly as possible. Intern around the Itha-
ca area and definitely intern during 
as many summers as possible so you 
know what you want to do and what 
you don’t want to do. I interned on 
Capitol Hill after my freshman year 
and realized legislative work with ad-
ministrative flair wasn’t for me. But 
maybe you will find your passion that 
summer. I am of the mind that the lazy 
days of summer are a thing of the past 
for us college students. Out of neces-
sity rather than pleasure we must buy 
into the corrupt intern industry that 
tells us how to spend our summers.

Get to know a professor or 
two. This can pay off dividends with 
more than just strong letters of rec-
ommendation. Professors are, by 

nature, smart, and simply learning 
from and conversing with one on a 
one-to-one basis can help you grow 
as a scholar and learner. That said, 
if you’re in a large class with mul-
tiple TAs, I am told that it is much 
more helpful to ask for advice and 
help from the TA…since they are 
the ones doing the grading, after all. 

Ithaca isn’t Podunk, America. 
In other words, you’ve probably 
heard there are a couple things that 
characterize Ithaca – gorges and 
snow. While it is true there are a lot 
of both, there is so much more that 
Ithaca has to offer (including every 
modern amenity known to man). 
Sure it is a small town but certainly 
not a backwater one. In fact, it has 
the highest number of restaurants 
per capita in New York – more than 
The City itself. Some other features 

also make Ithaca an exciting and 
special place to spend your college 
years: a couple great movie theaters 
(including one locally owned), a 
great farmer’s market, a real (albeit 
small) mall, a Brewfest, Apple Fes-
tival, Chili Fest, Moosewood, and 
to top it all of a world-renowned 
Commons.  So use that coveted free 
first year bus pass and make your 
way around Ithaca; it is a lot more 
interesting that you would think. 

CP
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A Lesson in Dysfunction
Ian Cohen ON THE ECONOMY

Advice for new Cornellians
Continued from page 1

While Washington 
scrambles to assign 
blame, there is almost 
zero discussion 
on how to fix our 
problems and get 
Americans back to 
work.

Source: soxfirst.com

Byroxana aMirahMadi 

On Friday, July 22, when most 
working Norwegians in the 

bustling city of Oslo were look-
ing forward to the weekend, Anders 
Breivik detonated a bomb near a 
number of Oslo government build-
ings. Eight people were immediately 
killed, and dozens more were injured. 
 The uncontrollable panic that 
ensued served as a distraction from 
the massacre that would soon fol-
low on the pristine island of Utoya 
just 20 miles north of Oslo, where 
the 600 teenage campers and chil-
dren of members of Norway’s left-
wing Labor Party were enjoying 
an annual summer retreat. Dressed 
as a police officer with a machine 
gun, Breivik cut through the camp-
grounds and systematically shot 
and killed every camper he encoun-
tered; Breivik killed almost 70 teen-
age campers and young counselors. 
 Adrian Pracon, one of the 
campers on the island of Utoya, re-
called eating with his friends in the 
camp’s main dining hall after he heard 
about the bombings in Oslo; he and 
his friends were thankful that they 
were safely distant from the Oslo at-
tacks on the relatively isolated island. 
 Ironically, when Anders 
Breivik entered the hall dressed as a 
police officer, many of the campers 
believed he was sent from Oslo to 
protect them as the nation was scram-
bling to recover from the bombing. 
However, Adrian found it unusual that 
Breivik was so heavily armed. After a 
few moments, Anders opened fire in 
the densely packed dining hall while 
Adrian and others managed to escape. 
 Throughout the next hour 
and a half, many campers managed 
to hide from Breivik, although not 
all were so lucky. After attempting to 
swim off the terror-stricken island to-
wards the mainland, Adrian and other 
campers quickly grew fatigued from 
the long swim and returned to the 
island. On the shore, Adrian found 
himself face to face with Breivik him-
self. Despite pleading for his life and 
the lives of the other campers around 
him, Breivik killed several teenagers 
behind him and yelled, “Today is the 
day you all will die.” He proceed-
ed to shoot Adrian in the shoulder.
 The killing spree ended after 
an hour and a half when law enforce-
ment officials and counter-terrorist 
officers from Oslo finally arrived, ar-
rested Anders Breivik, and rescued 
the surviving campers from the horri-
fying scene where nearly 70 bodies of 
young people were scattered across 
the island, mapping-out Breivik’s 
path of terror. Adrian recalls how 

Breivik was so calm and resolute as 
he killed the campers around him and 
that “his face looked like a rock.”
 Some Cornell students who 
were studying in Scandinavia at the 
time were also shocked by the brutali-
ty of the Norway attacks. Erika Klein-
brink ‘13, a Landscape Architecture 
major, remembers that she heard about 
the attacks the day they occurred:
 “The group of Cornell design 
students I was with, as part of Terra 
Verde, and I were returning from a day 
of sightseeing in Helsinki, Finland. 
We had just left Oslo 2 weeks prior to 
this... When I heard about the news, 
I of course felt shocked and horrible 
that this had happened. Then it hit me 
we had just been there! We’d actu-
ally been staying only about 4 blocks 
away from the building that explod-
ed. I thought about how we must have 
passed the building several times 
during our rambles through the area 
over the course of that week, and how 
grateful I was that our trip was orga-
nized when it was and not on a time-
frame that put us in Oslo at the time.” 
 Certainly the attacks shocked 
the entire international community, 
as Norway, and Scandinavia as a 
whole, was considered to be a rela-
tively liberal and peaceful region. 
Kleinbrink’s experience with a Nor-
wegian woman sitting next to her on 
the plane is telling: “[She] told me 
that there hadn’t been a terrorist at-
tack in Norway since World War II!”
 So, what led Breivik to com-
mit such systematic and cruel acts 
of terror against his own people? To 
many Norwegian officials, Breivik 
did not fit the expected profile of a 
terrorist. He was an aspiring model 
who grew up in a relatively well-
off and educated Norwegian family.
 But investigators who con-
fiscated his computer’s hard-drive 
discovered that Breivik authored a 

right-wing, extremist, and xenopho-
bic manifesto entitled “The Euro-
pean Declaration of Independence.” 
The manifesto expressed Breivik’s 
concern that Europe was becoming 
“overrun with Muslim immigrants” 
whose non-Christian values threat-
ened European culture. He declared 
that Christians in the Western World 
had a responsibility to reclaim Eu-
rope through a holy war. Breivik 
even claimed to be an agent of the 
Knights Templar, an elite group 
of soldiers who fought to expand 
Christendom during the Crusades. 
 Breivik electronically sent 
6,000 copies of his manifesto to 
other anti-Muslim militant groups 
in Europe, like the English Defense 
League in the United Kingdom. It is 
clear that Breivik’s massacre in Utoya 
was intended to serve as the onset of 
his mobilization of European Chris-
tians in his “holy war” against mul-
ticulturalism, Islam, and immigra-
tion in Europe. But do these attacks 
truly reflect the rise of a new brand 
of European right-wing extremism?
 Earlier this year, President 
Nicolas Sarkozy of France banned 
Islamic full-faced veils. The mea-
sure is largely seen as an effort 
to force Muslims in France inte-
grate into French society, suggest-
ing that a Muslim identity is in-
compatible with a French identity.
 Between June and October 
2010, a Swedish man shot over a doz-
en Muslim immigrants in the Swed-
ish city of Malmö until he was arrest-
ed last November. Just as disturbing, 
the far-right, anti-immigration Swed-
ish Democrat Party continued to 
gain increased levels of popularity 
and approval in Swedish polls. The 
party even won 5.7% of the popular 
vote in the general election last Sep-
tember, granting them seats in the 
Swedish Parliament for the first time. 

 In Denmark, the Danish 
People’s Party has 25 out of 179 
seats in Parliament. In the Nether-
lands, the Party for Freedom, whose 
leader, Geert Wilder, compared 
the Koran to Adolf Hitler’s “Mein 
Kampf,” won 15.5 percent of the 
vote in the 2010 general election. 
 Other populist movements 
primarily focused on “reviving” lost 
national identity during the expansion 
and development of the European 
Union, increasing globalization, and 
growing ethnic diversity from newly 
arriving immigrant groups have won 
surprising levels of popularity across 
Europe. Today we are seeing the most 
rapid rise of populist and nationalist 
movements across the continent since 
World War II, in addition to unprec-
edented waves of negative publicity 
about the threat of Islamic militancy. 
It is not surprising that the simultane-
ous rapid growth of nationalistic and 
anti-Muslim sentiments have recent-
ly been moved into political spheres.
 Europe’s extreme far-right 
parties are gaining a great deal of 
popularity, especially in North-
ern European nations, which have 
passed among the most liberal im-
migration policies in the continent. 
Moreover, prominent political fig-
ures on the continent, such as Nico-
las Sarkozy of France, David Cam-
eron of the UK, and Angela Merkel 
of Germany, have gone so far as to 
proclaim the end of multiculturalism.
 Nicholas Kristof of the New 
York Times warns Europeans, as 
well as Americans, that “the bomb-
ing and shootings in Oslo also have 
served as a wake-up call for se-
curity services in Europe and the 
United States that in recent years 
have become so focused on Islamic 
terrorists that they may have under-
estimated the threat of domestic radi-
cals, including those upset by what 
they see as the influence of Islam.” 
 While the future of the far-
right in Europe remains uncertain, 
as Americans, we can learn from 
the anti-Islamic sentiment that has 
spread across Europe. Despite our 
own country’s long and at times vio-
lent history of racial and ethnic ten-
sions, we need to keep in mind that 
no ideology–no matter how seem-
ingly pertinent–excuses the mur-
der of people of any race, national-
ity, or religion. We must not turn 
these bigoted terrorists into celeb-
rities. Furthermore, we must keep 
our own political parties in check to 
prevent the rise of extremist groups 
that could encourage radicals and 
other home-grown Anders Breiviks.

VictIms of Anders Breivik’s shooting spree on the island of Utoya, Norway. 
     Source: NYDailyNews.com
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Obama Faces Challenges From the GOP
Tony Montgomery         ON THE STATE OF POLITICS

great as ours has special interests 
attempting to silence voters in such 
a flagrantly disrespectful manner. 
And, as always, we’ll be spread out 
around campus throughout the fall 
trying to make sure that every Cor-
nell student is registered to vote.

Our club will also be involved 
in the Ithaca mayoral race as well as a 
couple of debates against our friends 
in the Cornell Republicans and Cor-
nell Libertarians groups. In addition, 
we’ll be having a number of casual 
events geared toward reaching out to 
new students (especially freshmen). 
Whether it’s Cornell Dems Sunday 
Night Football, Cornell Dems Pok-
er Night or one of our ever-popular 
Drinking Liberally gathering, there 
will surely be opportunities of all 
varieties for new and current mem-
bers to get involved within our club.

Now that I’ve addressed the 
professional side of things in a suf-
ficient capacity, allow me to rant at 
length about the profound cynicism 
that has come to characterize the cur-
rent state of politics as we now see it.

Let me start out by assuming that 
there exists a rather general consen-
sus amongst Cornellians that George 
W. Bush was not exactly a paragon of 
political effectiveness. Although cer-
tain liberals demonize Bush with such 
sweeping invective and fiery rhetoric 
that Jonathan Edwards’ “Sinners in 
the Hands of an Angry God” begins 
to look like a child’s bedtime story 
in comparison, and most Republi-
cans are wont to shift the blame for 
Bush’s failed economic initiatives (if 
sweeping tax cuts and rampant mili-
tary spending can be referred to as 
initiatives) onto Bush’s Democratic 
predecessor, we all more or less seem 
to agree that Bush was not a very 
good president. Bush’s lasting legacy 
(aside from being a nonstop source 
of gold for cable comedians) is the 
massive deficit that he left behind.

And here is where we begin 
to see some pretty spectacular and 
shameless two-faced politics of the 
Republican Party. Let us, for a mo-
ment, consider how the current Re-
publican narrative has emerged: first, 
they completely shift the burden of 
responsibility by calling the defi-
cit “Obama’s deficit,” as if Barack 

Obama was the sole party responsible 
for the atrocious state of our coun-
try’s fiscal status. Then, they decide 
to absolutely stonewall every single 
piece of legislation, every appoint-
ment, every nomination…I mean, 
Barack Obama couldn’t have passed 
a resolution confirming heliocentric-
ity without a threat of filibuster from 
some obscure Republican senator. 

So Obama is forced to water 
down his legislation and to temper 

his previously lofty expectations be-
cause of the unprecedented obstinacy 
of Republican lawmakers. Just as 
one does not stop the bleeding of a 
major flesh wound with a Band-Aid, 
the American economy was not go-
ing to recover by making purely cos-
metic and superficial changes to the 
status quo. Republicans refused to 
allow Barack Obama the license to 
use anything more than a Band-Aid 
through their refusal to compromise 
and advance country before politics, 
and then they successfully cam-
paigned in 2010 on the fact that our 
nation’s bleeding had not ceased. 

Oh, but it gets better (or worse). 
Remember all those claims of “tyran-
ny of the majority” that Republicans 
were bandying about back in 2009? 
That Obama’s decisive (but not im-
pervious) majority was ruining our 
country’s democratic process? Fast 
forward to the debt ceiling debate, 
2011, where a group of far right-
wing Congressmen in the House of 
Representatives held the entire coun-
try hostage because they refuse to ac-

cept a deal that includes tax increases 
(or “additional revenues”, for those 
lacking the cojones to call a spade 
a spade). Now I’m pretty sure that’s 
“tyranny of the minority” right there 
– but since I never saw any of that 
on Fox News, maybe I am mistaken.

In spite of all this, Obama signs 
a debt ceiling increase at the 11th 
hour. A deal, mind you, that does not 
include a single dollar in revenues, 
but instead puts the burden of bear-
ing the irresponsibility of Wall Street 
and K Street directly on those that de-
serve it – you know, the sick, the poor, 
the elderly, and children. Because as 
we all know, free society cannot ex-
ist unless we are protecting the inter-
ests of the exorbitantly wealthy at the 
expense of the common man. And if 
you disagree, you’re a socialist secu-
lar anti-colonial Kenyan communist 
(courtesy of Newt Gingrich). House 
Speaker John Boehner says that he 
got “98 percent of what he wanted” 
in the final package that was signed 
off by Barack Obama. Looks like a 
good deal for the GOP, am I right?

But wait – there’s more. You 
see, Standard and Poor’s – you know, 
that ratings agency responsible for 
giving AAA scores to piles of worth-
less subprime mortgages and plung-
ing the housing market (and, by ex-
tension, our economy) into a serious 
recession – well, these guys feel as if 
our creditworthiness as a nation has 
decreased from AAA to AA+. Never 
mind the dripping irony of this situ-
ation, S&P has spoken and thus we 
must LISTEN. In their report, they 

specifically cited the brinksmanship 
of Republicans in the debt ceiling 
debate as one of the major contrib-
uting factors in their decision (al-
though to be fair, S&P did make a 
tiny $2 trillion typo in their calcula-
tions). So who’s to blame for all this?

Obama, of course. Need proof? 
Just watch some of the highlights 
from the Republican Presidential 

Candidate debate that went down re-
cently. Michele Bachmann says that 
she would not have authorized an in-
crease in the debt ceiling – and then in 
the same breath, she blames Obama 
for our decrease in creditworthiness. 
Such a sudden and shameless turn 
in logic should cause Exorcist-level 
whiplash in one’s neck; but Bachmann 
pulls it off without so much as batting 
an eyelash. It’s astonishing, really.

One favorite line of progres-
sives when dealing with Republi-
cans is to ask them precisely what 
their plan of action would be. Well, 
I’m happy to report to you that this 
crop of Republican candidates has 
chutzpah (courtesy of Michele Bach-
mann). They’re serious about cre-
ating jobs – so serious, in fact, that 
they advocate reducing the capital 
gains tax rate to 0% (courtesy of Her-
man Cain) and rejecting deals that 
include $10 in spending cuts for ev-
ery $1 in tax increases (courtesy of 
every single Republican candidate 
for President). You see, Republicans 
are committed to changing the course 
of our country – albeit from a stilted 
democracy into a banana republic. 

This, my friends, is why I’m 
so committed to fighting tooth and 
nail to get Barack Obama re-elected 
in 2012. This is why I believe that 
we need to increase our presence 
on campus. This is why we need to 
keep students informed. This is why 
we need to stay active in the com-
munity. Politics is a fickle game, 
and it’s very easy (and tempting, 
might I add) to become completely 
disillusioned with the whole thing.

But we must remain strong in 
the face of adversity. We must re-
new our commitment to advanc-
ing the cause of the people despite 
corporate influence and opposition. 
2010 may have been disappoint-
ing for most Democrats, and the re-
cent Republican obstinacy regarding 
the debt ceiling may have many of 
you disenchanted about the pros-
pects of the Democratic Party, but 
I believe that the tides will begin to 
turn in our party’s favor this year. 

But hey, what do I know about 
tidal patterns? Go ask Bill O’Reilly, 
he’s the expert on the matter.

You can visit the Cornell Democrats’ 
website at CornellDemocrats.org

Continued from page 1

Republicans are 
committed to changing 
the course of our 
country – albeit from a 
stilted democracy into 
a banana republic. 

Republicans refused 
to allow Barack 
Obama the license to 
use anything more 
than a Band-Aid 
through their refusal 
to compromise and 
advance country 
before politics, and 
then they successfully 
campaigned in 2010 
on the fact that our 
nation’s bleeding had 
not ceased. 

New school year, new expecta-
tions. Before classes kick in, 

we all live in a dreamland of what 
the semester will bring: friendships, 
relationships, grades, and experi-
ences. I, for one, am no different. 
About to embark on the most daunt-
ing challenge of my life so far, I am 
a bundle of nerves and expectations 
about what life in Paris will be like.
  I guess it will be like fresh-
man year all over again (yikes!), 
but in French, and with my fam-
ily and friends thousands of miles 
across the Atlantic, instead of a 
Shortline ride away. While I may 
be nervous, the many uncertain-
ties and expectations are what will 
make the months away  fascinating.
 Over the next school year, 
as I try to make my way through the 
myriad of choices and challenges in 
France, and as we all plod through 
tests, papers, and a snowstorm or 
two or ten, it is also a fearful time 
outside the Ivory Tower. As we plot 
out the next challenging moments of 
our young lives, countries around the 
globe are muddling through huge eco-
nomic downturns and strife, with ram-
ifications far beyond national borders.
 Last spring, Fareed Zakaria 
came to campus to discuss “The Post-
American World.” Though I still find 
that concept dramatic, the political 
divisions in the United States, and 
economic struggles on both sides of 
the Atlantic signal change in global 
power dynamics that quite honestly 
may change the world we live in. It 
is too easy and far too lazy to play 
the “What if?” game, but there are 
some significant problems that our 
world leaders will have to solve 
soon to just maintain status quo. 
 As is habit and custom, the 

United States finds itself at the hub 
of the swirling rhetoric, debt cri-
ses, economic declination, and ram-
pant pessimism. The embarrassing 
display of childish antics vis-à-vis 
our own debt crisis was enough to 
highlight how important the Ameri-
can economy still is internationally, 
and how ignorant and irresponsible 
the Tea Party (and Republicans for 
catering to them) are domestically. 
 Though there are many who 
think so, the United States is not 
the center of the world. It may still 
be the center of the Western World, 
but that does not mean it is a lone 
ranger–sorry, Texas. Europe, and 
France in particular, are facing their 
own challenges that I believe will 
shape the trajectory of the Euro-
pean Union and the French Repub-
lic for years to come. I have isolat-
ed four main topics that I intend to 
focus on during my time in Paris:

1.The mounting Eurozone crisis
While I am no economist, I know 
enough to comment that the foun-
dation of the European Union–eco-
nomic union–is about to change dra-
matically. In my mind, the struggles 
that Europe faces illuminate not only 
functional problems with the Euro-
zone, but also lasting problems with 
nationalism versus Europeanism.

2.The foreboding economic situa-
tion in France
With a stalled economy in the second 
quarter, France may face the same 
predicament that the United States 
still finds itself in: a downgraded 
Standard & Poor’s rating. What this 
will mean for a country struggling 
to hold on to its self-image of glob-
al dominance, only time will tell.

3.The imminent French presidential 
elections
Even if you are not a born and bred 
political junkie, you would still have 
had to make an effort this summer 
to ignore the salacious scandal sur-
rounding former International Mon-
etary Fund Managing Director and 
French presidential candidate Domi-
nique Strauss-Kahn. Once consid-
ered the saving grace of the Socialist 
Party (PS), Mr. Strauss-Kahn is tied 
up in an impending trial to determine 
whether he forced a housekeeper at 
the Sofitel to engage in sexual activi-
ties. As The New York Post has been 
scrambling to come up with one clev-
er–and borderline offensive–head-
line day after day, the PS has been 
scrambling to find a viable challeng-
er to incumbent President Nicolas 
Sarkozy of the Union for a Popular 
Movement (UMP), and the chilling 
Marine Le Pen of the National Front 
(FN). Given the current economic 
strife, Mr. Sarkozy’s once strong bid 
for a second stint at the Élysée Pal-
ace now seems to be loosing trac-
tion, yet it remains unclear as to 
who could take his place–stay tuned!

4.Remaining Xenophobia à la 
France
France has become known for a hard 
line on immigrants and assimilation, 
especially after the enactment of the 
“Burqa Ban.” This issue always gets 
press, and further, tough economic 
times always need a scapegoat. How-
ever, it is more than simplistic to la-
bel French social policy as racist or 
anti-Islamist. Though each may have 
some truth to it, the “Burqa Ban” and 
similar laws go much deeper than 
mere xenophobia. I do not intend on 
excusing or defending these laws, 

but I do think a closer look at what 
is happening in France is a reflection 
of core values of the French Repub-
lic, seemingly perverted to American 
eyes. Fascinating on their own, I hope 
nuanced discussion of these issues 
will encourage Americans to look a 
little more closely at what we toler-
ate in political discourse at home.
 It is evident that I have ex-
pectations for myself: to report can-
didly on my experiences abroad and 
hopefully give some perspective on 
complicated socio-politico-economic 
issues and events that will (likely) 
rock Europe in the coming months.
 The future will come in time. 
Now at the end of the summer and 
the beginning of the fall semester, 
we focus on the events that will im-
pact our lives directly. Amidst the 
debates between politicians in capi-
tols across the globe, our personal 
debates also exist. Perhaps they are 
about how to deal with uncertain-
ties about classes or significant oth-
ers, but they exist and have meaning 
and ramifications for our own lives.  
And I know that we will all find a 
way not to muddle through our ex-
pectations, disappointments, and 
fears, but to maturely address and 
resolve each one. I just wish I could 
have that same faith in our leaders.
 We have seen crisis be-
fore, and we will see crisis again. 
Pundits are drama queens with a 
national platform, but I just have 
the terrifying feeling that when we 
come out of the darkness on the 
other side of the tunnel, the world 
we inhabit will not be the same.  

“Take Me to the Airport, and Put Me on a Plane”

CP
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Great day today! Obama didn’t speak. Con-
gress didn’t act. Experts on vacation. And 
the Dow soared 400 points. There’s a lesson 
in there.

-Jay Leno

A man jumped the White House fence, but after 
a brief chase, the Secret Service was able to 
talk President Obama into coming back and 
finishing his term.

–Conan O’Brien

By the way, the ratings agency is Standard 
& Poor’s. Who’s going to listen to a com-
pany whose name translates to Average & 
Below Average?

– Jon Stewart

S&P downgraded the United States from 
AAA to AA+, and it gets worse. Today, 
Italy, England, and Greece un-friended us 
on Facebook.

–Jay Leno

In a new interview, Newt Gingrich says he cheated 
on two of his wives because he was too consumed 
with love for his country. Yeah, apparently he mis-
understood the phrase, ‘Please rise for the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

– Conan O’Brien

America gets a double A plus? The only other 
countries with that rating are Belgium and 
New Zealand. That’s us now. Waffle-eating 
kiwis, putting mayonnaise on our French fries 
with a serious Hobbit infestation.

– Stephen Colbert

After all the rioting in London this week, officials are wor-
ried that it could mean security problems for the Olympics 
next year. On the bright side, the guy running with the 
torch will just blend right in.

– Jimmy Fallon

‘Rise of the Planet of the Apes’ made $54 
million this weekend. It’s about small-
brained creatures who rise up and take 
over the Earth. First they form political 
groups called Tea Parties.

–Jay Leno

Some people say Newt Gingrich may 
have trouble winning over traditional 
values voters because he has had three 
marriages. So as a result, the campaign 
has announced a new slogan, ‘Newt 
Gingrich, so committed to marriage, he 
can’t stop doing it.

– Conan O’Brien

Tea Party candidate Michele Bachmann 
said the Revolutionary War started in New 
Hampshire when it really started in Mas-
sachusetts. Interesting that a woman who 
believes so strongly in states rights can’t 
get her states right.

– Jay Leno


