
By Minal Khan

 December 27, 2008, was a 
rather unsuspecting day for most of 
us. Resting quietly in the middle of 
the holiday season, the 27th of De-
cember is a time when many around 
the world kick back and relax in hope-
ful anticipation of the New Year. It 
was also the day that Israel chose to 
launch an aerial assault on the Isla-
mist organization Hamas, followed 
by a ground invasion on January 3.
 The timing of this response 
seems appropriate, given Hamas’ 
repeated earlier rocket attacks 
against Israel. It seems natural that 
Israel should act immediately to 
protect the safety of its citizens. But 
as commentators and politicians 
alike have speculated, the timing 
of Israel’s all-out offensive against 
Gaza was no coincidence. Many 
believe that the attack was strate-
gically timed, that Israel waited to 
choose an ideal moment to wage 
this unmerciful display of strength.
 The offensive against Gaza 
arrived at a time when the global 
economy is in crisis and when In-
dia threatens to wage war against 
Pakistan after recent terrorist at-
tacks in Mumbai. It also occurred 
24 days before U.S. President 

George W. Bush left office. Many 
experts agree that Israel chose to 
act right before President Bush’s 
departure from office because it 
was not sure that his successor, Ba-
rack Obama, would offer the same 
measure of unconditional support. 
 “Obviously Bush, even by 
comparison with past U.S. Presi-
dents, has been very, very pro-Isra-
el,” explained expert Sami G. Haj-
jar to The New York Times.. In the 
face of ongoing air strikes against 
Palestinians, the Bush administra-
tion continued to remain steadfast 
in its support of Israel, blaming the 
war entirely on the aggravation of 
Hamas. President Bush had also 
denounced efforts by the U.N. to 
arrange for what he calls a ‘one-
way cease-fire’ between Israel 
and Hamas. Vice President Dick 
Cheney went an extra mile and 
stated that the invasion of Gaza is 
“not a conflict between two U.N. 
charter member states,” but a mat-
ter of a “U.N. member state being 
attacked by a terrorist organiza-
tion.” It is clear who the enemy was 
in the eyes of the Bush Adminis-
tration. So it is easy to see why Is-
rael would time its attack in such a 
way as to garner the longstanding 
and unflinching support from the 

current administration that it has 
enjoyed for the past eight years.
 An even larger question 
arises from this attack: what stance 
is President Obama likely to take 
with Israel? At this point in time, 
Obama has chosen to take a vow 
of silence, a move that could work 
against him. His failure to address 
the situation has been interpreted 
by many Muslims around the world 
as a tacit approval of the Israeli at-

tack. Previous statements made 
by Obama over a trip to Israel last 
July add fuel to this suspicion. “If 
somebody was sending rockets into 
my house, where my two daugh-
ters sleep at night, I’m going to 
do everything in my power to stop 
that,” he said to reporters in Sderot.
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Campus Poll Finds Recession 
Hits Close to Home 
for Cornell Students

Do you have a close friend or family member who 
has lost his/her job in the past 6 months?  

± 4.3%  N=496

Yes- 30.6%
No- 69.4%

Who do you believe is most at fault for the recent 
conflict in Gaza?  ± 4.3%  N=496

Equally at Fault- 61.3%
Hamas- 27.2%
Israel- 11.5%

See page 10 for full results from the Cornell 
Progressive’s campus poll.

The Ripple Effect of 
the Madoff Fraud

By SaM levine

 There are seemingly count-
less victims of the Bernard Madoff 
Ponzi scheme, the largest in his-
tory. Not even Madoff’s own sister, 
Sondra, was spared, as she invest-
ed more than $3 million with her 
brother. My grandparents, as well, 
watched helplessly as part of their 
retirement fund vanished into thin 
air. My grandparents remain rela-
tively lucky, considering the list of 
horror stories. But their ability to 
assist their three children and six 
grandchildren, especially to help 
pay for rising education costs, has 
been seriously compromised.  Per-
haps that is one of the last untold, 
but equally devastating stories of 
the Madoff scandal: the ripple ef-
fect, or the widespread consequenc-
es that Madoff’s immoral scheme 
will have on millions of people 
who are connected, in some way, 

with the victims. On December 12, 
2008, the Lappin Charitable Foun-
dation, based out of Salem, Mass., 
was forced to close down after los-
ing its entire $8 million endowment. 
Debbie Colton, the Foundation’s di-
rector, is out of a job but still try-
ing to raise new funds for some of 
the most important programs. “The 
Lappin Foundation has been such 
an integral part of people’s lives,” 
she told me. “The programs are 
just too important to close down.” 
One program, in particular, Youth 
to Israel Adventure, has been a re-
sounding success story since 1971. 
Robert Lappin, the trustee of the 
Lappin Foundations, calls it “one of 
the most cost effective ways to help 
keep our children Jewish.”  

Continued on page 11

Uncertain of Obama’s Intentions, Israel 
Launches Offensive In Gaza



By JacoB areM and elie BilMeS 

 On election night, sometime 
after the fireworks, spontaneous 
parades, and celebrations ended, 
progressives in Barack Obama’s 
winning coalition prepared and 
expanded policy wish lists for the 
president-elect. Some argued that 
the incoming president’s top priori-
ties should be environmental, labor, 
health care, or national security leg-
islation, or an immediate withdraw-
al from Iraq. While a deepening re-
cession has led to a wide consensus 
that the economy, and specifically 
a stimulus package, should be first 
on Obama’s agenda, what should 
come next? The answer depends 
partially on Obama’s preferences, 
but also on those of the Congressio-
nal leadership and by events on the 
ground. Although a diverse range 
of groups are pushing for many dif-
ferent agendas, the following are 
ten important issues which progres-
sives would like to see addressed 
soon by the Obama administration.

1) An end to the war in Iraq. The 
Iraq war remains unpopular and is 
widely described as destructive, 
destabilizing, unnecessary, and a 
failure. With an agreement recently 
signed for U.S. troops to withdraw 
by 2011, U.S. involvement in the 
war will not cease as quickly as some 
had hoped, but the end is in sight.

2) An overhaul of the nation’s 
health care system. The United 
States, one of the wealthiest, most 
industrialized nations in the world 
and the leader in per-capita health 
care spending, should have the 
world’s best health care system. 
But on a variety of indicators, the 
U.S. system falls short of those 
of other industrialized nations. 
The number of people demand-
ing some version of expanded or 
universal health care is growing.

3) Renewed respect for human 
rights. Key steps to demonstrate the 
concern of the U.S. for human rights 
include the closure of the detention 
facility at Guantánamo Bay, an end 
to the use of torture, and a rejec-
tion of the Military Commissions 
Act. Some call for repealing the 
PATRIOT Act and FISA altogether.

4) Focusing on the environ-
ment. Three goals of the progres-
sive website SaveOurEnvironment.
org include cutting oil use in half, 
obtaining 100% of electricity from 
clean sources, and reducing global 
warming by 80%. While ambi-
tious, working towards these goals 
at the domestic and international 
levels will put us on the right path.

5) Investing in infrastructure. 

The August 2007 collapse of the in-
terstate bridge in Minneapolis is only 
one example of the consequences 
of allowing the nation’s infrastruc-
ture to crumble. Roads, highways, 
bridges, railroads, sewers, and 
drinking water systems need to be 
repaired, expanded, and brought up 
to standards. This will improve mo-
bility and safety while creating jobs.

6) Promoting women’s rights. 
The National Organization for 

Women is hoping that Obama will 
address the wage gap between men 
and women, protect abortion rights, 
improve access to contraception, 
require employers to offer paid 
sick days and family leave, allow 
women into combat military units, 
and establish a cabinet-level Of-
fice on Women. A top priority is the 
passage of the Freedom of Choice 
Act which would overrule many 
state-level restrictions on abortion.

7) Advancing gay rights. Impor-
tant steps include outlawing work-
place discrimination and expanding 
hate-crime laws to include anti-
gay violence. Obama has already 
stated his opposition to the mili-
tary’s “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy.

8) Protecting immigrant’s 
rights. Pro-Obama voting groups 

such as Latinos want workplace 
raids targeting illegal immigrant 
workers curtailed or halted. Many 
hope for the passage of compre-
hensive immigration reform that 
does not involve mass deportation.

9) Criminal justice reform. 
Key points are the elimination of 
the sentencing disparity between 
crack cocaine and powder cocaine, 
the expansion of alternatives to 
incarceration, and the extension 
of voting rights to ex-convicts.

10) Drug reform. Although un-
likely to be on the top of the agenda 
of most mainstream politicians, the 
legalization of marijuana made it 
into the top-ten list on change.org 
(an independent progressive web-
site unaffiliated with the Obama 
campaign). Marijuana law reform 
group NORML argues that the 
legalization of marijuana would 
eliminate the black market for the 
drug, reducing crime, corruption, 
and violence. It would also help 
the U.S. climb down from its posi-
tion as the country with the high-
est incarceration rate in the world. 

Besides these concerns, 
Obama will have to deal with in-
ternational crises as they arise and 
take into account the huge budget 
deficit and the mounting nation-
al debt. But many progressives, 
jumping on the campaign slogans 
“change” and “hope,” expect to 
see these issues addressed by the 
Obama administration and the 
Democratic majorities in Congress.
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Editorial

BUILDING A MOVEMENT, RIGHT  NOW.  
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FIND OUT WHAT ALL
THE FUSS IS ABOUT. 

“

”

THE  NEW FACE  OF  THE 
CAMPUS LEFT . . .  CAMPUS 
PROGRESS  HAS  PROVIDED 
PROGRESSIVE  STUDENTS 
WITH TOOLS THEY'VE NEVER 
HAD BEFORE.

- THE NATION

“ ”
- YOUNG AMERICA’S FOUNDATION
A  SOCIALIST SMEAR GROUP.

PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ORGANIZING 

ACT IV ISM,  JOURNAL ISM,  EVENTS   

The top priority 
of the Obama 

administration is the 
economy, but what 
should be second? 
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In Race for RNC Chair, Republicans 
Tested on Lessons of 2008

Will RosenzWeig       On the trail

 It’s been two months since 
Republicans lost the race for the White 
House – and they’re still running. Six 
men from around the country are vying 
to be the next chairman of the Repub-
lican National Committee, and while 
the contest ultimately will not sub-
stantially change the direction of the 
country, the vote later this month will 
be a good indication of whether Re-
publicans learned the lesson of 2008.
 Judging by the rhetorical nar-
rowness of the current field, the peo-
ple’s voice in the November election 
has fallen on deaf ears within elite 
Republican circles. Current Chairman 
Mike Duncan, installed by President 
Bush, is seeking another term because 
he believes he can provide the change 
the party desperately needs. His very 
presence in the race suggests a stun-
ning lack of understanding of both his 
failures as chairman and of the very 
meaning of the word “change.” Given 
his failure to advance any semblance 
of how his next term would differ 
from his first, someone should inform 
Duncan of the definition of the word 
he so carelessly and callously invokes.
 Yet the ineptness of the cur-
rent chairman is what one would 
expect from a party who lost by 7% 
and nearly 200 electoral votes in the 
recently completed Presidential elec-
tion, and who coughed up eight more 
senate seats. What must be truly dis-
tressing for the rational Republicans 
left out there (soon to be put on the en-
dangered species list for sure) are the 
candidates that have emerged to re-
place Duncan. Saul Anuzis, the Chair-
man of the Michigan GOP, has pointed 
to the failure to invest in technology 
and poor fundraising as the major 
challenges the party faces, completely 
oblivious to both the utter failure of 
the Bush Administration to govern 
and the electoral rejection of far-right 
talking points and tactics. And he’s 
one of the more promising candidates.
 Other contenders include Ka-
ton Dawson, chairman of the South 
Carolina Republicans, who only re-
cently stopped attending an all-white 
country club, and Chip Saltzman, 
former campaign manager for Mike 
Huckabee’s presidential run and cur-
rent head of the party in Tennessee. 
Saltzman is known for distributing a 
holiday CD of song parodies to party 
members that included the song “Ba-
rack the Magic Negro” to the music 
of “Puff the Magic Dragon.” To bal-
ance the racial insensitivity of the 
Southern “old-boys” wing of the Re-
publican Party, former Secretary of 

State of Ohio Ken Blackwell, an Af-
rican-American who aggressively sup-
pressed African-American voter turn-
out in Cleveland in helping President 
Bush to a second term, has thrown 
his hat into the ring. Among Black-
well’s other notable achievements 
was running a radically conservative 
campaign for Governor in 2006 that 
resulted in a 23-percentage-point loss.
 The solutions these contend-
ers have advanced sound awfully simi-
lar to more of the same, and in some 
cases much, much more. A recent on-
line article by MSNBC’s Chuck Todd 
on the RNC chairman race led with the 
observation that “despite differences 
in age, background and region, all six 
candidates vying to be the next chair-
man of the Republican National Com-
mittee agreed on almost everything 
at today’s candidate forum.” Asked 
to name the greatest President, all six 
candidates, following in the footsteps 
of the Republican presidential primary 
contenders two years ago, said Ronald 
Reagan. In an editorial in The Politico 
on November 28, Dawson stressed the 
need to “renew” conservative values 
rather than move to the center. Black-
well has staked his candidacy on social 
conservatism, especially his vehement 
opposition to gay rights and abortion.
 Only the sixth and final can-
didate for the RNC chairmanship, Mi-
chael Steele, represents a new direc-
tion for the Republican Party. Steele, 

the former Lieutenant Governor of 
Maryland and an African-American, is 
the only voice in the race stressing the 
need to appeal to minorities and mod-
erates. Granted, Steele is only a moder-
ate in comparison to the right-wingers 
he’s running against; he still supports 
most of the failed policies of the last 
eight years. The core of his message, 
however, is that even ignoring the po-
sitions the Republican Party takes, it 
needs to do a better job of speaking to 
the concerns of moderate and minority 
voters and meeting those voters face 
to face, in their own neighborhoods.
 This all might sound pretty 
obvious, and it is, but no other promi-
nent Republican is coming remotely 
close to Steele in diagnosing the rea-
sons why the November election was 
such a failure. John McCain’s message 
wasn’t targeted to middle-class, inde-
pendent voters; only a candidate more 
concerned about his wealthy base 
would be so out of touch as to main-
tain in September that the “fundamen-
tals of our economy are strong.” Sarah 
Palin’s message wasn’t targeted to 
northern, western, urban, or ethnic vot-
ers; only a candidate more concerned 
about stoking the cultural hatred of 
her insular core supporters would dif-
ferentiate between “real America” and 
the rest of us. And George Bush’s gov-
erning wasn’t preoccupied with the 
health of the country’s economy and 
foreign reputation; only a president 

with a blind, uncompromising vision 
would shove unpopular wars and ineq-
uitable fiscal policies down our throats.
 A successful Republican rec-
lamation project must begin with the 
collective realization of party lead-
ers that they have to appeal to voters 
who don’t share their particular, nar-
row views. Only Michael Steele seems 
to understand that. Sure enough, the 
other candidates have raised questions 
as to whether Steele is a pure enough 
conservative. His membership in the 
Republican Leadership Council, a cen-
trist organization, has dogged his can-
didacy. So too has his far-right position 
on abortion – for not being far right 
enough. He opposes abortion except 
in the cases of rape, incest, and threat 
to the life of the mother, a position too 
liberal for most committee members.
 Win or lose, Michael Steele 
isn’t going to change the Republican 
Party. Yet if what Steele represents 
doesn’t change the party’s approach 
over the next two years, Republicans 
are going to get hammered in 2010 as 
badly as they have the past two cycles. 
The vote on January 28 will give us 
a good indication of whether the party 
is prepared to accept that change. If 
they don’t, they’ll be running for more 
than just party chair; they’ll be run-
ning straight into the jaws of defeat.

CP

Mike Luckovich, Atlanta Journal-Constitution
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 Though I’m frankly a bit tired 
of hearing that history is being made 
at our new president’s every turn, 
America’s story undoubtedly entered a 
hopeful new era on Tuesday, January 
20, 2009, as Senator Barack Obama 
officially became the 44th president of 
the United States. Millions across the 
country and the world witnessed his 
inauguration, both live on the Nation-
al Mall and from afar, at venues from 
Times Square to Uris Auditorium (a 

special thanks to Professor Ron Her-
ring for allowing the first day of his 
Comparative Politics lecture to be con-
sumed by this momentous occasion).
The event passed almost flawlessly, 
save for an error by Chief Justice John 
Roberts in administering the Oath of 
Office that caught Obama a bit off 
guard. However, demonstrating that he 
is perpetually clearheaded and calm, 
even in this most important of situa-
tions, Obama smiled and allowed the 
Chief Justice to correct himself and 
carry on with the oath. 
 After being officially sworn in, 

President Obama delivered his highly-
anticipated inaugural address, which 
highlighted the themes of diligence, 
personal responsibility, and hope, at-
tributes which the president asks all 
Americans to adopt and renew as he 
carries them himself into our country’s 
highest office. Woven artfully amongst 
his discussion of this great American 
renewal was Obama’s primary mes-
sage: the challenges that we face are 
real and difficult, and it will take great 
effort to successfully meet them, but 
meet and overcome them we will.
 Like in other Lincoln-esque 
speeches on his road to the White 
House, Obama discussed our country’s 
rich history, and made apparent to all 
that his call for an outpouring of effort 
and a change of mindset on behalf of 
this nation is not the first request of its 
type; on the contrary, such calls have 
been made and answered through our 
nation’s history, dating back to our 
country’s founding
 “In the year of America’s birth,” Obama 
explained, “in the coldest of months, a 
small band of patriots huddled by dy-
ing campfires on the shores of an icy 
river. The capital was abandoned. The 
enemy was advancing. The snow was 
stained with blood. At a moment when 
the outcome of our revolution was 
most in doubt, the father of our nation 
ordered these words be read to the peo-
ple: ‘Let it be told to the future world...
that in the depth of winter, when noth-
ing but hope and virtue could survive...
that the city and the country, alarmed 
at one common danger, came forth to 
meet [it].’”
 “America!” the new president 
exclaimed. “In the face of our common 
dangers, in this winter of our hardship, 
let us remember these timeless words. 
With hope and virtue, let us brave once 
more the icy currents, and endure what 

storms may come. Let it be said by our 
children’s children that when we were 
tested we refused to let this journey 
end, that we did not turn back nor did 
we falter; and with eyes fixed on the 
horizon and God’s grace upon us, we 
carried forth that great gift of freedom 
and delivered it safely to future genera-
tions.”

 Best of luck, President Obama. 
May you faithfully execute the office 
of President of the United States, and 
may we all answer your call as we walk 
together into the next chapter of Amer-
ican history. 

CP

In the face of our 
common dangers, in 

this winter of our hard-
ship, let us remember 
these timeless words. 
With hope and virtue, 
let us brave once more 
the icy currents, and 
endure what storms 

may come.

While Bush had enforced a strict jacket-required dress code in the Oval 
Office, Obama dressed more casually during his first day in the office.

Chief Justice John Roberts administers the (botched) oath of office.

Inaugural CelebratIon 2009: WelComIng
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 It felt like a horror movie, 
with the villain having just destroyed 
some monolithic government building 
and turning his sights on the terrified 
Samaritans of Earth. In the ruckus I 
was slammed into a man dressed like 
a lion, two Porta-Potties, a National 
Guardsman, in that order, and was 
then made to run through a tunnel by 
said National Guardsman in order to, 
I hoped, escape the pandemonium. Of 
course, the tunnel only led to more 
people, more running, more shoving, 
and finally a particularly dicey scene 
involving the driver of an unmarked 
Lincoln Navigator. When I was finally 
free, freezing from the sweat accumu-
lated on various parts of my person 

and sharing a cab knowing I didn’t 
have quite enough cash to pay my half 
of the deal, it occurred to me that I had 
just had, hands down, the best week-
end of my life. 

 My grandfather initially dis-
couraged me from going to the Inau-
guration. Too many people, logistical 
nightmare, won’t see anything. He 
was right and I knew it, but when I 
took him aside and said that I honestly 
didn’t give a shit and that I had to be 
a part of my generation’s first cause, 
our first collective act à la his experi-
ence during WWII, he knew that I un-
derstood the undertaking. He called a 
few weeks later, asking to pay for my 
travel so that he and my grandmoth-
er could consider themselves part of 
a cause important to them as well. 
Thanks Tapa.
 The scheduled events them-
selves went smoothly and are docu-
mented in Sam Ferenc’s article, so 
instead of reiteration I’ll note a few 
things I observed that you won’t read 
about in the Washington Post. 
 First, the Secret Service is ter-
rifying. At any time during the week-
end one could look into the sky to 
see between five and fifteen snipers 
perched upon surrounding rooftops 
like Spiderman with giant binoculars. 
Even more terrifying was that each 
was dressed from head to toe in black 
body armor and carried a massive rifle 
that extended into the sky in imposing 
silhouette. 
 Second, whatever Army 
branch was contracted as the police 

force for the Inauguration itself need-
ed better organization. I asked at least 
five camo-clad soldiers where I could 
most easily find an exit from the mall 
and each provided a different and use-
less answer. I don’t blame the Armed 

Forces or the soldiers themselves, but 
there was woefully little crowd man-
agement after the event ended. Walk-
ie-talkies?
 Finally, nobody is joking when 
they say that Barack Obama unites 
people. Not only did I see practically 
every celebrity there is during the We 
Are One concert, the lesser people 

(i.e. you and I) were the friendliest 
group I’ve ever encountered. Maybe 
the previous month spent in New York 
provided a contrast, but I was abso-
lutely shocked by the conversations I 
had with random strangers from walks 
of life far different from my own. A 
testament to the human spirit? The in-
spirational power of hope? Whatever 
you call it, the emotion was beautiful.
 “To reading about ourselves 
in textbooks!” became a nightly toast 
over the weekend I spent obsessively 
dedicated to President Obama’s rise 
to power. I hope, of course, that his-
tory treats the president favorably, but 
the faces surrounding me as I strained 
my neck towards the Capitol Building 
were expressions of re-enfranchise-
ment, if there ever was such a thing, 
and said enough to prove the virtuous-
ness of our collective act.
 Sometime during the taxi to 
the airport a conservative-minded 
friend texted me asking if the crowds 
and lines and general chaos were, in 
his words, “worth it.” I thought for a 
minute and listened to the radio com-
mentary on the parade before answer-
ing, “Absolutely.”

Lloyd Ellman: On Witnessing History
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I took my grandfather 
aside and said that 
I honestly didn’t 

give a shit and that 
I had to be a part of 
my generation’s first 

cause...

I was absolutely 
shocked by the con-

versations I had with 
random strangers from 

walks of life far 
different from my 

own.  A testament to 
the human spirit? The 
inspirational power of 
hope? Whatever you 

call it, the emotion was 
beautiful.

Barack and Michelle Obama dance at the Neighborhood Inaugural Ball as Beyonce performs.

the 44th u.S. PreSIdent, baraCk obama
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By Catherine Lussenhop

 No one expected it to drag 
on this long. I’m not used to my 
home state getting a whole lot of 
national attention, but Minnesota 
has been in the limelight now for 
months. When Minnesotans went 
to the voting booths on November 
4, many felt they had to choose be-
tween two undesirable candidates. 
Last time this happened, Minneso-
tans elected a pro wrestler, but see-
ing as this race was devoid of them, 
votes of disillusioned and election-
weary voters went to Independent 
Dean Barkley. The campaign was 
marred by nasty attacks from both 
sides, including vicious attacks 
from the right claiming that Fran-
ken was a pornography-writing sex-
ist. The Minneapolis Star Tribune 
reported that over $50 million was 
poured into the contest, more than 
any other Senate race in the country.
 On election night, the totals 
proved dramatically close, with Bar-
kley drawing about 15% of the vote 
and Coleman and Franken in a vir-
tual dead heat at 42% each. Coleman 
ended the night ahead by 215 votes, 
a margin so slim that it triggered an 
automatic recount. Though Cole-
man declared himself the winner and 

asked Franken to concede, Franken 
did not, and the recount proceeded.
 Secretary of State Mark 
Ritchie, a Democrat, has favored 
transparency over haste in the re-
count. What could have been a pro-
cess shrouded in uncertainty has 
instead given many Minnesotans 
a rare faith in the system and their 
government. Election officials in 

87 counties and other large cities 
reviewed each ballot, and sent ev-
ery disputed or challenged ballot to 
St. Paul, where the State Canvass-
ing Board attempted to determine 
the voter’s intent. The Canvassing 
Board was a five-member panel, 
made up of Ritchie, Minnesota Su-
preme Court Justices Eric Magnuson 
and G. Barry Anderson, and Ram-
sey County Judges Kathleen Gearin 
and Edward Cleary. That’s one 
Democrat, two judges appointed by 

Republican governor Tim Pawlenty, 
one appointed by Independent gov-
ernor Jesse Ventura, and one chosen 
in a nonpartisan election. Balanced 
reviewing committee? Check. 
 Despite what the Wall Street 
Journal’s editorial page would try to 
have you believe, the recount was 
remarkably fair. When Coleman 
raised doubts about Ritchie’s im-
partiality, Republican governor Tim 
Pawlenty stepped in on Ritchie’s 
behalf. “That five-person Canvass-
ing Board ... will run a fair and ap-
propriate process, and they will ren-
der a fair and appropriate result,’’ 
Pawlenty told the Star Tribune. 
 What’s more, the entire pro-
cess was highly transparent. Any in-
terested person could go watch the 
canvassing board in action, and if 
you didn’t want to venture out into 
the cold, you could watch streaming 
video online. Every challenged bal-
lot is available in PDF form from the 
Minnesota Public Radio website, 
and the Minneapolis Star Tribune 
updated the results of each chal-
lenge on its website. Anyone who 
challenges the recount on ground 
of bias is clearly grasping at straws.
 The recount officially ended 
on January 4, 2009, with Franken 
up by 225 votes. With the recount 

over and Franken on top, he wins, 
right? Not so fast. Norm Coleman 
quickly issued a court challenge to 
the canvassing board’s certification 
of Franken. This makes it impos-
sible for Pawlenty to certify Fran-
ken as Minnesota’s next senator. 

 Coleman’s main concerns 
are hundreds of absentee ballots 
that he believes were wrongly re-
jected and other ballots that he 
claims were double-counted. Cole-
man wants the trial conducted in 
stages, which would last months 
and leave Minnesota short one sen-
ator. Franken pushed to be seated 
anyway, but his request was denied. 
 Not everyone is on board 
with a lengthy court challenge. Arne 
Carlson, former Republican Gover-
nor of Minnesota, is one such nay-
sayer. “I don’t think it’s winnable,” 
said Carlson in an interview with 
the Star Tribune. “I think there will 
be a tremendous amount of public 
anger, I think it will hurt his reputa-
tion.” Carlson may be right. A poll 
conducted by DailyKos and Re-
search 2000 showed that 47% of re-
spondents opposed Coleman’s legal 
challenge. The Franken campaign 
had even stronger words for Cole-
man: “Norm has no right to delay 
seating Al Franken in his effort to 
find votes,” said leading Franken at-
torney Marc Elias. “Former Senator 
Coleman is near the end of his rope.”
 Yet the legal challenge is 
proceeding, and a three-judge panel 
will hear Coleman’s case. At this 
point, will a lengthy legal chal-
lenge ultimately bring justice or 
simply serve to frustrate Minneso-
tans? They’ve already weathered a 
lengthy recount, not to mention a 
senate race that most would rather 
forget. With Franken certified by 
the canvassing board after a fair re-
count, it seems most likely that he 
will be Minnesota’s next senator, 
reclaiming the seat once held by the 
legendary Paul Wellstone. Whether 
or not Norm Coleman will accept 
defeat is another story. Perhaps he 
should do what he told Franken to 
do on election night and simply 
concede for the good of Minnesota. 

Despite what the 
Wall Street Journal’s 
editorial page would 

try to have you believe, 
the recount was 
remarkably fair.

What could have been 
a process shrouded in 

uncertainty has instead 
given many Minnesotans 
a rare faith in the system 

and their government. 

A sampling of the challenged ballots from the Minnesota Senate race, 
including the infamous Lizard People ballot. CP



By Josh uhr

 Appointments to the United 
States Senate, which occur only when 
a sitting senator leaves office before the 
formal end of his or her term, are not 
uncommon. In the past half-century, 
fifty-four senators have claimed their 
seats not by the will of their constitu-
ents, but instead by the appointment 
of their governor. Of these fifty-four 
appointees, all took office as planned, 
and none attracted significant national 
attention. That is, of course, except for 
one: controversy and scandal followed 
Roland Burris from his home state 
of Illinois to the steps of the Capitol.
 The controversy over Burris 
which threatened his acceptance into 
the Senate was not attributable to him 
as a person or public figure. Instead, 
it was a product of the conditions that 
surrounded his appointment, namely 
the fact that disgraced and discredited 

Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich 
selected him. Blagojevich, in true Il-
linois political tradition (three of his 
predecessors went from the gover-
nor’s mansion to prison), faces ac-
cusations that he tried to sell Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s Senate seat.
 Bribery, although not an un-
familiar concept in the game of poli-
tics, doesn’t sit well with the public. 
Accordingly, the situation in Illinois 
engendered a great deal of commotion 
amongst Democrats in Washington. 
Particularly at this time, on the brink of 
a new political era (and therefore, thank 
God, the end of an old one), scandal is 
the last thing Senate Democrats want to 
deal with. Democratic leaders vowed to 
reject any appointment by Blagojevich 
on the grounds that “each House shall 
be the Judge of the Elections, Returns 
and Qualifications of its own Mem-
bers,” a power vested in Congress by 
the first article of the Constitution. 
 While Burris’ association with 
the tainted governor aroused con-
cern, there may have been another 
reason, more political in nature, that 
the Senate Democrats were cautious 
to embrace him: electability. Any ap-
pointed senator would only be eli-
gible to serve for two years until the 
next election, at which point he, or 
another candidate, would need to run 
against a Republican for the seat. It 
therefore makes sense to fill Obama’s 
vacant seat with someone who could 
potentially win it in a general election. 
Could that person be Roland Burris? 
 If his record is any indica-

tion, Burris’ chances at victory seem 
uncomfortably slim. Burris ran unsuc-
cessfully for mayor of Chicago, U.S. 
Senate, and (twice) for governor of Il-
linois. Such a record begs the obvious 
question: how will it be possible for 
Burris to win a statewide Senate elec-
tion in two years? Senate history also 
fails to pacify party members’ concerns 
about Burris’ (lack of) electability: of 
the fifty-four appointed senators in the 
past fifty years, only twenty won the 
election following their appointment.
 So Roland Burris entered his 
battle with Senate Democrats with two 
strikes against him: his appointment 
was marred by his association with 
Blagojevich, and he didn’t seem like he 
could have Republican Senate hope-
fuls shaking in their boots should they 
run against him in the next election. 
The former, however, was his biggest 

challenge, for it was the foundation 
on which the Senate Democrats stood 
to guard and protect their fortress, the 
Senate floor, from Burris’ entry. On De-
cember 30, Illinois Secretary of State 
Jesse White gave the Democrats un-
expected ammunition when he refused 
to sign Blagojevich’s appointment, 
thus making Burris ineligible to join 
the body (or so the Senate thought). 
The Senate was sure it could keep 
Burris out, but it made one grave mis-
take: it severely underestimated him.
 Burris was persistent to be 
seated, taking shots at his opponents 

(though members of his own party) 
who supported his exclusion. He ar-
gued that the Senate had no legal 
standing to block his appointment. The 
logic is simple: although Blagojevich 
was corrupt, he was the sitting gov-
ernor, and as such held the power to 
appoint someone to a vacated Sen-
ate seat. Burris made this argument 
publicly, and when he spoke with the 
media, he (wrongly, as he had not yet 
been sworn in) referred to himself as 
the “Junior Senator from Illinois.” 
Then the race card was played: black 
Congressman Bobby Rush accused the 
Senate of racism for denying accep-

tance to the man who would be its only 
black member (Barack Obama was the 
only black senator before he resigned). 
 The media, which was thriv-
ing on this fiasco, added further mo-
mentum to Burris’s quest to be seated. 
Much to the dismay of the senators 
who were prolonging the situation, 
attention was diverted from Obama’s 
transition, and the debacle began to 
reflect badly on the Democratic Party.
 On January 9, the Senate Dem-
ocrats were delivered a major blow 
when the Illinois Supreme Court ruled 
that White’s signature was not necessary 
to seat Burris. With pressure mounting 
to lower the drawbridge and usher in 
Burris, an apparently unbeatable oppo-
nent, into the fortress, the Senate ex-
pectedly caved. If you can’t beat him, 
join him--or, in this case, let him join. 
 Senator Roland Burris was 
sworn in to the U.S. Senate by Vice 
President Dick Cheney on January 15, 
shifting the balance of power in the 
body to 58 Democrats to 41 Republi-
cans. Now that he’s a member, Burris’ 
Democratic colleagues want to make 
clear that their initial refusal to seat him 
was not personal. Majority leader Harry 
Reid, according to the Associated Press, 
offered this greeting: “To Senator Bur-
ris, on behalf of all senators — Demo-
crats and Republicans — we welcome 
you as a colleague and as a friend.” 
 The end of the Burris fiasco al-
lows the Democratic Party to adjust its 
focus towards President Obama’s first 
days in office and the important issues 
he faces, including the economy, the 
crisis in Gaza, and the war on terror.
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Initially Denied Obama’s Vacant Seat 
by Senate Democrats, Burris Is Sworn In

Burris’ appointment to 
the Senate was marred 

by his association 
with disgraced 

Illinois Governor Rod 
Blagojevich.

As pressures mounted, 
Senate Democrats caved 

in and agreed to seat 
Roland Burris.

Senator Roland Burris (D-Ill.) is sworn in to the Senate by 
former Vice President Dick Cheney.

We at The Cornell Progressive 
support and encourage any thoughts, 
ideas, questions, or comments. We 
want this paper to be a forum for 

discussion and reader activity. Our 
goal is to make political discourse 
and awareness part of the Cornell 

experience.

If you wish to express your view-
points on any article in the paper, 

please send a letter to the editors at:

progressiveeditor@earthlink.net

CP
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Sweet Caroline? 
Kennedy Abandons Senate Bid

By Scott eidler

 Although both women ran 
failed campaigns for political office, 
Caroline Kennedy is no Sarah Palin. 
And I mean that in the nicest way 
possible. As President Kennedy’s 
daughter vied for Hillary Clinton’s 
soon-to-be vacated Senate seat, the 
former Republican vice presidential 
candidate weighed in on Ms. Ken-
nedy’s “campaign” of sorts, seem-
ingly trying to make a comparison. 
 In a clip released on YouTube 
from an interview for conservative 
filmmaker John Ziegler’s documen-
tary “Media Malpractice,” Palin 
wonders aloud if “we will perhaps 
be able to prove that there is a class 
issue here…in the scrutiny of my 
candidacy versus…what her [Ms. 
Kennedy’s] candidacy may be.”  
 Shoddy interview skills 
aside, Ms. Palin’s insinuations of 
similarities between the two wom-
en and their respective campaigns 
are off base. Here, Palin is trying to 
frame her vice presidential run to 
the context of Ms. Kennedy’s bid, 

just as the Alaskan governor tried to 
juxtapose her campaign to Hillary 
Rodham Clinton’s earlier presiden-
tial run, declaring on her introduc-
tion as John McCain’s running mate, 
“The women of America aren’t fin-
ished yet, and we can shatter that 
glass ceiling once and for all.”  
 True, Caroline might not be 
the most ideal choice for Senator. 
Like Sarah Palin, both candidates 
were criticized for their lack of rel-
evant experience.. Ms. Kennedy, of 
course, has no legislative or execu-
tive experience in New York politics. 
She hails from a political dynasty, 
and appears to many observers to 
be using the prestige of her family 
name, her uncle’s position in the 

Senate, and her ability to fundraise 
to secure a political appointment 
from the governor of New York. 
Like Sarah, Caroline has underper-
formed in interviews. In a ques-
tion and answer session with the 
New York Times, Ms. Kennedy 
answered a series of questions in 
what NBC’s David Gregory de-
scribed as an “unorthodox” way: 
written in the third person by her 
staff (“Caroline thinks,” “Caroline 
believes…”). The media has also 
picked up on some amateur verbal 
tics—repeating the phrase “you 
know” 142 times in an interview 
with the Times and 168 times dur-
ing a televised interview with NY1.
 Congressman Gary Acker-
man (D-Queens/Long Island) at one 
point complained that Caroline’s 
handlers “basically Sarah-Palinized 
her,” by largely keeping her from 
the media. True, Caroline’s answers 
responded by members of her staff 
were, as Andrea Mitchell noted on 
Meet the Press, “anodyne.” But can 
she really overcome her rather va-
pid style and make a splash when 

the only person’s vote she needs 
is that of Gov. David Paterson?
 Caroline has even admit-
ted to entering the fray with “un-
conventional” qualifications. The 
difference between Kennedy and 
Palin is that you won’t hear from 
Caroline that the mainstream me-
dia was playing the “gotcha” game 
with her. She won’t complain when 
the going gets tough to a documen-
tary called “Media Malpractice.”  
Gov. Palin and Ms. Kennedy both 
can claim obstacles in their respec-
tive candidacies. And it seems that 
Gov. Palin’s reputation from her in-
terview and campaign performanc-
es suffered more damage than Ms. 
Kennedy currently faces. But it is 

not because of some “class issue.” 
Ms. Palin was a prominent governor 
when she ran last fall and Ms. Ken-
nedy is currently a private citizen. 
Is being the leader of a state’s mili-
tia not as powerful as it once was?
What Ms. Palin never did in her 
campaign was acknowledge in-
ternal faults and look for room to 
improve. After initially thinking 
that her interview did not go well 
with CBS’s Katie Couric back 
in October, Palin tells filmmaker 
Ziegler that she asked her han-
dlers “Why are we gonna go back 
for more?” As a newcomer to the 
national stage, whose only major 
interview was with Glenn Beck 
back in June, it is concerning that 
her reaction to a poor performance 
was “going back for more was not 
a wise decision.” Ms. Kennedy on 
the other hand, seems to have not 
embraced this “fall off the horse, 
well let’s just not get back up” 
philosophy to public interviews.
 Caroline Kennedy may 
not be the ideal choice for Sen-
ate. Reps. Nita Lowey, Steve Is-
rael, or Gov. Mario Cuomo all have 
more experience in New York state 
politics. More experience, in fact, 
than had Clinton when she ran in 
2000. New York City Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg initially had no 
legislative experience, and now 
the former Republican success-
fully lobbied to remove term lim-
its that allow him to compete for 
a third term, with even the New 
York Times voicing approval. 
Ms. Kennedy may not have the con-
ventional experience for the job. If 
this past election cycle has taught 
us anything, however, it is that it 
is not experience in politics that 

is so important, but the right kind 
of experience in government that 
triumphs. For example, President-
elect Obama’s choice of Leon Pan-
neta for CIA Director has been met 
with positive reviews from many in 

the intelligence community. This 
support came after some had voiced 
concerns that he had too little of ex-
perience in the agency. Panetta was 
selected for his management skills, 
his experience with dealing with 
large governmental agencies, and 
his connections in Washington, D.C.  
Maybe Ms. Kennedy’s Ivy League 
law school education, her experi-
ence working for public schools in 
New York, and high profile among 
politicos are just the credentials for 
her to succeed Hillary Clinton in 
representing New York’s interests 
in the Senate. And with regards 
to the “class issue,” the Senate 
was intended by the Founding Fa-
thers to be the most elite and au-
gust chamber of Congress. I don’t 
think, you know, we’ll see Ms. 
Kennedy complain that she didn’t 
spend enough time dining with 
Washington’s most powerful if 
she doesn’t, you know, get the job.

Shoddy interview 
skills aside, Palin’s 

insinuations of 
similarities between her 
and Caroline Kennedy 

and their respective 
campaigns are off base.
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Mike Luckovich, Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Caroline Kennedy speaking at a campaign event for 
Barack Obama last summer.



By Zachary newKirK

 Unpopular Republican Sena-
tor Mel Martinez of Florida recently 
decided to forgo running for re-elec-
tion in 2010. This retirement opened 
up the Sunshine State as a potential 
Senate battleground contest. Many 
Republicans looked toward former 
Governor Jeb Bush to run for the 
open seat. As Jeb Bush--unlike his 
brother--left office with high popu-
larity ratings, many conservatives 
hoped that he would be able to keep 
the seat in the Republican column. 
          On January 6, Bush quelled 
these rumors by announcing that 
he would not run for the U.S. Sen-

ate. This decision has two implica-
tions. First, it means that the seat 
will probably be one of the most 
contested races in the country, 
as both parties attempt to attract 
strong candidates to fill the empty 
seat. Second, Bush’s decision to 

stay on the sidelines means that the 
United States has dodged a bullet 
in the form of yet another Bush. 
 While seen as the smarter of 
the two Bush brothers in the nation-
al limelight, Jeb Bush’s record is 
just as conservative and damaging 
as his bumbling brother’s resume. 
As governor of Florida, Jeb Bush 
slashed state programs which were 

aimed at providing much-needed 
benefits to the poor, the disabled 
and veterans. The privatization of 
the state government was his last-
ing legacy as governor. During his 
tenure, unlucky students were sub-
jected to loads of standardized test-
ing, known as the FCAT. Schools 
were given grades based on FCAT 
scores; those that failed were pun-

ished, while those that succeeded 
were rewarded with money. This is 
the same failed logic that was used 
to implement No Child Left Behind.
 Like his brother, Jeb in-
herited a budget surplus from a 
Democratic predecessor. While he 
did not waste it on imperial adven-
tures, he did squander the roughly 
$2 billion surplus on tax cuts. And, 
as per the Bush tradition, those tax 
cuts went primarily to corpora-
tions and the wealthiest Floridians. 
 Coupled with these poli-
cies is Jeb Bush’s role in the 2000 
election. For those who do not 
remember, Jeb was governor of 
Florida when his brother “won” 
the state, and thus the presidency.
 Jeb, however, was not en-
tirely bad as a governor. He pro-
vided firm leadership during the nu-
merous hurricanes that hit Florida 
during his tenure. The same cannot 
be said for George W.’s performance 
during and after Hurricane Katrina. 
 When the failures of George 
W. Bush and the mediocrity of 
George H.W. are long behind us, 
Jeb will likely once again enter 
the national stage. But for now, the 
country is Bushed out. Twelve years 
of Bush in the last twenty years has 
been more than enough, and Jeb’s 
decision to stay on the sidelines 
in 2010 is probably for the better. 

Bushed Out: Jeb Not Running for Senate
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Jeb Bush’s record is 
just as conservative and 
damaging as that of his 

bumbling brother. Another Bush? No, thanks!
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Crisis in Gaza Tests Obama

Continued from page 1

 By uttering these words, 
Obama has effectively adopted 
a stance with Israel that is very 
similar to President Bush’s, a 
stand that is sure to disappoint 
Palestinians if it is to persist 
throughout Obama’s presidency. 
 An escalation of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is a further ad-
dition to the already growing list 
of challenges that Obama will in-
herit as president, at a time when 
he is trying to focus on restoring a 
weakening U.S. economy. For Mr. 
Obama, the matter is of particular 
importance because he delivered 
promises of restoring America’s 
image around the world. The Mid-
dle Eastern conflict will be almost 
impossible to solve. But to ignore 
the issue will paint Obama in a 
negative light by people all over 
the world, a prospect that threatens 

to tarnish America’s image abroad. 
This conflict will test Obama’s 
ability to fulfill his promises made 
during the election campaign. 
 The Israeli invasion of Gaza 
arrived at a time of transition. It oc-
curred on the eve of the New Year, 

at the transition of one year to the 
next, and at a time when a new 
President, and new order, is to re-
place the old. Obama has delivered 
planned and controlled solutions 
for the Middle Eastern conflict as 

the Democratic nominee. It will 
be interesting to see how Obama 
responds to this unexpected, real-
world event as president. This con-
flict will really test his governance. 
Obama can choose to publicly con-
demn Israel’s policies in Gaza, or 
he can go the opposite direction 
and put more pressure on Hamas 
to stop its rocket attacks against Is-

rael. Whichever route Obama em-
barks on, he must act with precision 
and clarity. Obama needs to realize 
that silence is no longer an option.

Israeli jets bomb Hamas targets in the Gaza Strip.

CP

Israel chose to act 
right before President 

Bush’s departure 
from office because 
it was not sure that 

his successor, Barack 
Obama, would offer 
the same measure of 

unconditional support.
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Which political party do you affiliate with?  ± 4.3%  N=504

Democrat- 50.8%
Republican- 14.1%

None (Independent)- 31.9%
Other- 3.2%

How do you plan to follow the inauguration of President 
Barack Obama on Tuesday, January 20?  ± 4.3%  N=496

I will watch the ceremony and speech on TV/Internet- 62.3%
I will watch/read a news story about the event- 25.2%
I will not follow the inauguration much at all- 10.1%

I will attend the inauguration in person- 2.4%

Who do you believe is most at fault for the recent conflict 
in Gaza?  ± 4.3%  N=496

Equally at Fault- 61.3%
Hamas- 27.2%
Israel- 11.5%

Do you have a close friend or family member who has lost 
his/her job in the past 6 months?  ± 4.3%  N=496

Yes- 30.6%
No- 69.4%

Which Cornell men’s varsity sport is your favorite to 
watch?  ±4.3%  N=494

 Hockey- 37.8%
 Basketball- 15.8%
 Football- 5.3%
 Lacrosse- 4.4%
 Other- 5.7%
 None- 31.0%

What is the worst aspect of life at Cornell, as compared to 
other colleges/universities?  

± 4.3%  N=494

Bad Weather- 28.5%
Expensive- 17.4%

Not Near a Big City- 13.8%
Frats and Sororities Dominate Socially- 12.1%

Tough Coursework- 9.7%
Atmosphere is Too Competitive- 5.1%

Do you approve or disapprove of the job that President 
David Skorton is doing at Cornell?  ± 4.4%  N=490

Approve- 94.7%
Disapprove- 5.3%

What should George W. Bush do with his life after his 
presidency is over?

Notable Responses:

“NOT write a book, that would be awful”

“Just go away”

“Insane amounts of philanthropy”

“Write a book and apologize to the world”

“Stand up comedy”

“Become a drunk”

“If it were my place to decide, I would 
say he should become an international 

hip-hop sensation”

“Porn star”

“Retire into obscurity. The farther we can 
keep him from a position entailing respon-

sibility, the better.”

“Go back to college and try to become a 
smarter person”

“Learn to read”

Skorton Remains Popular Despite 
Economic Woes, Proposed Cutbacks

By MiKe GoldStein

 About 2,000 Cornell undergraduates were randomly selected from 
the entire Cornell undergraduate population and asked to complete this 
short poll relating to some current event issues, including the inauguration 
of President Barack Obama and the financial crisis.  With close to 500 
responses, and with sampling done in a random manner, the results of this 
poll give us a good idea about the views and experiences of all 13,500 (or 
so) Cornell undergraduates.  Be sure to note the margins of error for each 
question; they represent the range that a statistician would conclude, with 
95% confidence, includes the actual percentage of all Cornell undergrads 
who would select that answer.  All responses were submitted from January 
15-19.
 One of the more notable statistics is that 30.6%, or close to one 
third of all CU undergrads, have a close friend or family member who 
has lost his/her job in the past 6 months.  While this figure is not shocking 
given the numerous reports of layoffs and companies going bankrupt, it 
is still disconcerting to think that one out of every three Cornellians has a 

close person in his or her life who is a victim of the financial crisis, having 
to look for a new job when open positions are few and far between.
 On a more pleasant note, students were very excited about the in-
auguration of President Barack Obama.  Approximately 90% of Cornell 
undergraduates followed the inauguration ceremony, with the majority 
(62.3%) watching the ceremony and President Obama’s speech on TV or 
the internet.  Some students (2.4%) even traveled to Washington, D.C. to 
witness the inauguration in person.  Whether it be due to the historic nature 
of Obama’s presidency, or the recent troubles at home or abroad, or the 
vast disapproval of President Bush, it’s clear that Cornell students have 
taken a great interest in President Obama’s inauguration.
 Overall, we at The Cornell Progressive are once again very pleased 
with the participation that we received in the poll, and we would like to 
personally thank all those students who participated.  Congratulations to 
Jonathan Miron ‘10, the winner of a gift card to Target for participating. 
And stay tuned for more undergraduate polls in upcoming issues of The 
Cornell Progressive.



Continued from page 1

The trip includes a free community 
trip to Israel, and pre- and post-trip 
programs for teens and their parents.
 Last year, 110 teenag-
ers from 19 communities partici-
pated in the program. For Han-
nah Wolf, a 2007 participant, the 
program helped her to come to 
terms with her Jewish identity.
“It made me feel like it was really 
important to stay Jewish and raise 
children Jewish,” says Hannah, 17, 
who recently celebrated her bat-
mitzvah and is looking forward to 
traveling back to Israel soon. So, 
what next? Colton is trying to raise 
$500,000 by the end of the month 
in order to keep the program afloat. 
She has already raised $250,000, 
and is optimistic about the rest.  “If 
there’s a will, there’s a way, right?” 
she says excitedly, before growing 
quiet. “It’s just so wrong, so de-
pressing, that one man could bring 
down so much great work.” Aside 
from the programs, seven other 
staff members have also lost their 
jobs. Many have families to sup-
port. With unemployment rising and 
the economy faltering, the Madoff 
fraud is a reality Debbie Colton and 
many others cannot handle facing. 
      The Lappin Foundation is just 
one of many non-profit organiza-

tions and philanthropies that have 
been forced to close down. The Pi-
cower Foundation, established in 
1989 by Barbara Picower and her 
husband, investor Jeffry Picower, 
lost $958 million. Their founda-
tion, which has given hundreds of 
millions of dollars to groups like 
the New York Public Library, Chil-
dren’s Health Fund, and a $50 mil-
lion grant in 2002 to build and staff 
a center for brain research at M.I.T., 
closed on December 19. In her 
statement on the 19th, Mrs. Picower 
called Madoff’s act “devastating” 
and said that it would negatively 
impact “tens of thousands of lives 
as well as numerous philanthropic 
foundations” for years to come. 
      Just how far reaching is the 
impact of the fraud? Consider the 

plight of the JEHT Foundation, a 
six-year-old New York City-based 
philanthropy focused on juvenile 
and criminal justice, human rights, 
and election reform. The Founda-
tion shut down after the foundation’s 
sole donors, Jeanne and Kenneth 
Levy-Church, lost substantial sums 
with Madoff.  Among the organiza-
tions that can no longer count on 
JEHT’s multi-million dollar annual 
budget is YouthBuild USA. JEHT 
gave a 2-year, $275,000 grant, the 
Criminal Justice Reform Initiative, 
to YouthBuild USA, which was 
scheduled to end in 2010.  The grant 
was expanding educational and 
after-school services for troubled, 
court-involved youth in the D.C. 
area, a rare type of grant for phi-
lanthropies. “The number of foun-
dations nationwide working in this 
area you can probably count on one 
hand,” Mark Soler, executive direc-
tor of the Center for Children’s Law 
& Policy, told Business Week in De-
cember. Few non-profits are willing 
to fund innovative efforts to reform 
state juvenile justice systems, and 
amid state and federal budget cuts, 
it seems unlikely that someone will 
take JEHT’s place in the near future. 
      Good people have lost a lot of 
money before. What makes this 

scandal so devastating, however, 
is the sheer number of people who 
have lost everything, and organi-
zations and programs that have 
been terminated. As an intern for 
CBS this past December, I had the 
chance to speak with Brad Fried-
man, a lawyer at Milberg LLP who 
represents nearly a hundred of the 
victims. “I get suicide calls from 
my clients. I have desperate fam-
ily members calling me, asking me 

what they are supposed to do after 
many of them have lost everything. 
What am I supposed to tell them? 
It is absolutely heart wrenching.” 
 The story I helped produce 
for CBS’s Evening News discussed 
whether Madoff’s latest stint—
sending jewelry and other valuables 
valued at $1 million to close fam-
ily and friends—should land him 
in jail. I, for one, am convinced 
that this should have been his last 
great hurrah. Why should Bernard 

Madoff spend his days in his plush 
Park Avenue penthouse, while his 
victims face eviction and empty 
bank accounts? Explain the justice 
in that! Not only has Madoff made a 
mockery of the U.S financial regula-
tion system and destroyed people’s 
economic livelihoods, his fraud has 
also created a new outburst of anti-
Semitism. Comments collected by 
the ADL from Florida’s The Sun-
Sentinel shock the senses. “The 
SEC is filled with Jewish gatekeep-
ers who routinely turn a blind eye 
to Jewish financial bandits...It’s no 
conspiracy that the Jews are the 
source of all financial troubles in 
the world,” one person writes. Add 
rising anti-Semitism to the flat-
tering legacy of Bernard Madoff.
 The full effects of the Ma-
doff scandal are immeasurable. 
$50 billion is a shocking number, 
but it does not grasp the extent of 
pain and suffering that Bernard 
Madoff has caused. When I spoke 
with my grandfather the other 
week, I asked him how he manages 
to keep his cool. “Aren’t you en-
raged that Madoff is not in prison? 
Look at him trying to send away 
money to his friends that he owes 
you!” He responds in his typical 
roundabout, but always thought-
ful way. “I was born with nothing, 
and look at the family I have helped 
create, and the good life I have 
led,” he tells me. “Bernard Mad-
off can never take that from me.” 
 But what of the most im-
portant social and academic pro-
grams that have been terminated, 
or the people who now are in dire 
need of economic assistance? Deb-
bie Colton offers, perhaps, the most 
optimistic answer. “If we can’t raise 
the money, the community and oth-
er foundations will help adopt the 
most crucial programs,” she says. 
Indeed, the goodwill and charity 
of others, even in bitter economic 
times, is essential if we are to fight 
for a better day and brighter future. 
The Gates Foundation, for example, 
just granted $6 million to support 
YouthBuild Programs that will al-
low 1,500 low-income young adults 
to earn GED’s or diplomas and go on 
to complete postsecondary degrees. 
For my part, I will try and honor my 
grandfather’s final request: “Just 
live your life honestly, and don’t let 
there be another Madoff,” he told 
me before hanging up the phone. 
“That will be good enough for me.”
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The Ripple Effect of the Madoff Fraud

Madoff, seen here on a New York City street, has forced 
many charitable organizations to close operations.

The full effects of the 
Madoff scandal are 

immeasurable.

What makes this 
scandal so devastating 
is the sheer number of 
people who have lost 

everything.
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You all heard about that, how Supreme Court 
Chief Justice John Roberts screwed up the 
oath of office. Then the other night, Roberts 
went to the White House, and they did it over 
again, which is completely unprecedented. 
That’s never happened. Not messing up the 
oath... having someone in government actu-
ally go back and fix something. -- Jay Leno

I tell you, it’s cold all over the East Coast. And 
did you see those blizzards all over the place? 
The whole country was so white the Republi-
cans thought they were back in charge again. 
--Jay Leno

And you know, I think [Bush] is trying to struggle to come up with some accom-
plishments. They’re trying to make him look good, you know. Like today, he took 
credit for ending the drought in New Orleans. --Jay Leno

Last night, Larry King interviewed President 
Bush, and Bush told him, “My favorite color 
is blue and I love enchiladas.” Unfortunately, 
Bush was answering the question, “What was 
your greatest achievement as President?” 
--Conan O’Brien

The new Congress was 
notable first for who 
was not there, namely 
Al Franken, who did not 
show up despite the fact 
that he’s good enough, 
smart enough, and dog-
gone it, about 250 more 
people in Minnesota 
liked him than now-for-
mer Senator Norm Cole-
man. Coleman has filed 
a lawsuit, though, claim-
ing that those 250 people 
were just kidding. 
--Peter Sagel on NPR

Good luck trying to find a place to stay. Given 
how hard it is to get a room in Washington, 
even Bill and Hillary had to double up.
-- Jay Leno

Barack Obama promised his kids 
he would get them a dog when they 
moved to the White House. But 
President Bush is nervous. When he 
heard dog in the White House, he 
thought, “Uh oh! What if he digs 
up all those Al Gore ballots in the 
back?” --David Letterman

Last week, Sarah Palin’s daughter, Bristol, 
gave birth to a boy named Tripp Easton 
Mitchell Johnston. Apparently, they’re hop-
ing he will grow up to be a law firm. 
--Seth Meyers


