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In 1994, newly victorious Congressional Republicans pledged to uphold a Contract With America “to restore accountability to Congress” and “to end its cycle of
scandal and disgrace.”  12 years later, the Contract has been breached.

Above, Senators Chuck Schumer (D-NY), Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), Hillary Clinton (D-NY), and Olympia Snowe (R-ME) pledge bipartisanship.  (Washington Post)

Upstate New York Turns Blue, p. 2 and p.11

n September 26th, Democratic
Attorney General Eliot Spitzer
and Republican former Minority

Leader of the New York State Assembly
John Faso debated the best solutions to
issues currently facing New York, issues
that the state will face in the future, and
ultimately who can best lead New York as
the next Governor of the state. The debate
was aired on live TV to all parts of the
state, giving each of the candidates their
first chance to highlight the differences
between them, as well as their
qualifications, in the presence of their
opponent.

Several rallies were held outside of
the debate: one by the Cornell College
Republicans, Cornell Democrats, and
voters concerned about healthcare;

minority public school students
protesting insufficient funding of their
schools; and the Cornell Libertarians
protesting the exclusion of Libertarian
candidate John Clifton.

Most agree that Spitzer, who currently
has a 50 point lead in some polls, was
able to stay in control during the debate,
dominating Faso. Others say, however,
that Faso was able to illustrate the points
he has been making about Spitzer’s
proposals and he put Spitzer on the
defensive when it came to economic
policy, taxes, and paying for universal
healthcare.

To say the debate was lively is an
understatement.  The only things that the
candidates were able to agree upon is that
they have two very different visions for

eing a know-it-all really isn’t such a
bad thing.  Bragging rights aside,
when you live in a country that is

composed of such diverse political views,
knowing the facts behind the issues is
essential.  Unfortunately, ignorance is
plaguing our country worse than the
McDonald’s franchise. While it’s easy to pin
the “ignorant” label on our Republican
counterparts (think of just about everything
ever said in The American), this is really a
problem that crosses partisan lines.  Voters
from both sides of the political spectrum
often hold opinions of topics that, in reality,
they know nothing about (save for their
party’s official stance).

Growing up in New York City with my
foreign-born parents and a high-school with

“Ethical” in its name, it seemed as if
everything liberal had to be, by its very
nature, the right way of life.  My reasons for
supporting the liberal side of issues really
boiled down to “just because.”  But “just
because” should not be the reasoning we
resort to when defending our positions.  Just
because our parents support one way of life
doesn’t mean that we should.  Part of being
the next generation is belonging to a different
era, a different way of life.  But you can’t be
a new generation by copying your parents.
One of my friends was floored, to say the
least, when I expressed an understanding
why some people don’t support third-term
abortions.  She could not comprehend how
anyone reasonably intelligent could be
against a woman’s right to choose.  When I
asked her whether she even knew the
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Eric Massa has impressive credentials:  
he is a 24-year Navy veteran turned 
Democratic congressional candidate 

for the 29th district of New York. He served 
with distinction in Kuwait during the Gulf 
War and in Sarajevo during the confl ict in 
Bosnia. He was also a close personal aide to 
General Wesley Clark for four years, they 
remain close friends to this day.
 After retiring from the Navy, Massa 
served as a legislative aide on the Armed 
Services Committee in Congress. He was 
heavily involved in 
overseeing the Pen-
tagon’s plans for the 
actual invasion of 
Iraq. He passionately 
recalls how he was 
the only person to 
question the generals 
as to why rather than 
how we were going 
to invade Iraq.  After 
posing this simple 
question, Massa recalls that “the room went 
silent.”
 At campaign events and local town hall 
meetings, Massa almost always discusses his 
strong belief that the war in Iraq was a huge 
tactical and strategic blunder on the part of 
the United States. He stresses how the situa-
tion in Iraq has had deep repercussions when 
it comes to gas prices, America’s standing in 

the world, and Iranian nuclear proliferation. 
He believes that the United States’ involve-
ment in Iraq has negatively impacted our 
ability to deal with Iran militarily, economi-
cally and diplomatically. In Massa’s view, 
it is Iran that poses the greatest threat to the 
United States’ national security, not Iraq.
 It is no wonder then that Massa is running 
a vigorous and highly competitive congres-
sional campaign against a freshman incum-
bent in a Republican-heavy, and largely rural 
district. 
 During a visit to Cornell last spring, 
Massa lamented that he usually “gets 

three to four hours 
of sleep each night 
and is forced to 
read every major 
national newspa-
per on a daily basis 
along with numer-
ous magazines just 
to keep up on the 
issues.” 
 The campaign 
has also taken a 

personal toll as Massa rarely gets to see his 
wife and children. He quipped, “Why in 
the world would someone want to do this 
sort of thing?” Later on, however, Massa 
spelled out the reasons for his candidacy the 
main reason being that he believes that this 
country is headed down a perilous course. 
He repeatedly declared to the audience that 
the November elections “can change the TL

From Kuwait to Corning, NY
Navy Veteran Eric Massa Campaigns for Congressional Seat

BY ETHAN FELDER

According to Democratic candidate Eric Massa, supporting the troops “means that you 
stand up for both our troops in the fi eld and for ongoing care of our veterans at home.” (AP)

course of American political history” and 
urged everyone to get involved.
 The 29th Congressional District spans the 
western suburbs of Ithaca to the southern tier 
of New York. The incumbent, Randy Kuhl, 
garnered an unimpressive 51% of the vote 
in 2004, making this a highly competitive 
and widely watched race. With popular gu-
bernatorial candidate, Eliot Spitzer, leading 
the state Democratic ticket, there is a good 

Massa almost always 
discusses his strong be-
lief that the war in Iraq 
was a huge tactical and 
strategic blunder

Tom Reynolds, the Chair of the 
National Republican Congres-
sional Committee– the organiza-

tion that spearheads Republican House 
campaigns– has found himself in an 
increasingly competitive re-election 
race following his apparent mishan-
dling of the Mark Foley page scandal.
 Mr. Reynolds’ district, NY-26, en-
compasses many wealthy Buffalo sub-
urbs and extends as far east as Greece, a 
town just outside Rochester.  It was once 
considered a safe Republican district, 
with registered Republicans outnumber-
ing registered Democrats by approxi-
mately 40,000.    
 Reynolds has held his seat since 
1999, although the 2000 redistricting 
plan coincidentally considered taking 
part of the district held by Rep. Mau-
rice Hinchey (D, NY-22) prior to him.
Mr. Reynolds faced no signifi cant 
competitor until 2004, when wealthy 
industrialist Jack Davis, a former Re-
publican, ran against him after Vice 
President Cheney forcefully eject-
ing Mr. Davis from a fundraiser. 
 Funding his own campaign, and run-
ning on a vehemently anti-free trade plat-
form (in hopes of appealing to region-wide 
discontent over the loss of manufacturing 
jobs), Davis picked up 44% of the vote. 
 His success came much to his 
own surprise and Reynolds’ chagrin.
Thus, in this election cycle, with Davis 
promising to spend two million of his 
own fortune on his campaign, and with a 

national Democratic wind propelling him 
forward, Reynolds has been forced to pay 
more attention to his Democratic competi-
tor. In early September, Reynolds began air-
ing television ads, proclaiming his efforts 
to secure federal funding for the district.
Further complicating his bid for re-
election is the absence of a third party 
candidate to siphon away votes from 
Davis, as well as Davis’ endorse-
ment by Independents in his district. 
 Last election cycle, Reynolds won 
the Independent endorsement, garner-

ing him approximately 20,000 ad-
ditional votes. Moreover, the Green 
Party candidate, Christine Murphy, 
who has signifi cant Democratic sup-
port in the region, was recently ruled 
off the ballot due to a lack of signatures.
 Before the Foley scandal broke out, 
polls that showed Davis narrowly trail-
ing Reynolds also showed Ms. Murphy 
with a small but sizable portion of voters. 
 As polling was completed with Murphy 
not among the candidates, Davis pulled 
within the margin of error with Reynolds.
However, the Mark Foley page 
scandal, which implicated Reyn-
olds for wrongdoing, has weak-
end him signifi cantly in the polls. 
 Zogby polled likely voters in the dis-
trict on October 8th, with results putting 
Davis ahead of Reynolds by a margin 
of 48%-33%. Reynolds has been ac-
cused of mishandling his knowledge 
of Mr. Foley’s conduct, with his de-
tractors claiming he did not do enough 
when complaints were lodged with him. 
 With his mishandling of the Foley scan-
dal, Congressman Tom Reynolds poten-
tially faces defeat in next week’s midterm 
elections.  Critics have also denounced 
Reynolds for encouraging Mr. Foley to 
run again in 2004, knowing full well that 
the Florida Congressman’s behavior in of-
fi ce had been nothing short of scandalous.
Reynolds took the unusual move to 
air a 60-second spot the weekend af-
ter the scandal, looking directly into 
the camera, claiming he did as much 
as he could have done, but neverthe-
less apologizing to his constituents 
for not catching the behavior sooner.

 The wild card in the race could 
well be the recent storm that ripped 

through Buffalo’s suburbs. With Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency 
crews on the ground, citizens’ fi rst con-
cerns are their houses and their own-
well being, with more than 200,000 
people without power for a week. 
 If Reynolds is able to designate the area 
as a disaster area, securing further funds, 
it might provide a large boost to his claim 
of being able to deliver for his district.
With less than three weeks to go be-
fore the elections, NY-26 might be 
looked upon as a true bellwether for the 
rest of the nation. If it does not switch 
from red to blue, it can be attributed 
to Reynolds’ deep pockets, vast infra-
structure, and insider party knowledge. 
However, if Reynolds does go on to lose 
his bid for re-election, it may come in 
the form of a much larger Democratic 
tidal wave sweeping over the nation.

Reynolds in Tough Re-Election Fight
NY-26 Once Considered Safe Republican District, Now Leans Democratic

BY ERIC KOLLIG

TL

With his mishandling of the Foley scandal, Con-
gressman Tom Reynolds faces a serious threat 
of defeat in the upcoming midterm elections 
(brockport.edu).

With his mishandling 
of the Foley scandal, 
Reynolds faces defeat 
in the upcoming 
midterm elections

TURN LEFT ONLINE
Upstate Dems Rising:  Read more about 
Massa and Fellow Democratic Candidate 
Michael Arcuri
www.cuturnleft.org

chance that Massa can pick up the seat.
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National 
News Bulletin

BY KATIE TOWT

-A wildfi re east of Los Angeles killed four fi refi ghters last week. The fi re, which has 
burned 24,000 acres to date, is believed to have been intentionally started.

-Avid Safavian, a former budget offi cial for the White House, was sentenced to an 
18 month prison term for making false statements about his connections to Jack 
Abramoff, the Washington lobbyist under criminal investigation. Safavian went to 
Scotland with Abramoff for a golf trip, but misleadingly told ethics offi cers that there 
was no confl ict of interest.

-The New Jersey Supreme Court ruled that gay couples are to receive the same rights 
as married couples throughout the state, but will leave it up to the state legislature 
whether their relationships will be deemed “marriages” or “civil unions”. The court 
cited the social and economic disadvantages for unwed gay couples in its decision.

-The White House press secretary answered criticisms regarding Vice President Dick 
Cheney’s remarks that he believes that a “dunk in the water” is a means by which to 
get information from terrorism suspects. The Vice President made these comments on 
a conservative radio show, although stated that the US does not engage in torture.

-The US economy slowed to a growth rate of 1.6 percent for the third quarter, the 
lowest in over three years. Nevertheless, Bush stated that his tax cuts have worked 
to strengthen the economy. According to Bush, tax policy is a pivotal issue for the 
upcoming elections.

-Last Thursday President Bush signed a bill for the construction of a fence along the 
Southwestern border with Mexico. He stated that the law is an important component 
of his plans for immigration reform. The fence will cost $1.2 billion dollars, and has 
caused tension between the US and Mexican governments.

-According to a recent poll, 66% of those surveyed do not believe that elected of-
fi cials should have more control over the judicial branch. Of late, many politicians 
have accused judges of exerting too much infl uence on legislation.

-Barack Obama announced last week that he might consider running for the 2008 
Democratic presidential nomination, depending on the results of this November’s 
election.

-In the wake of recent scandals involving corporations such as Enron and WorldCom, 
business groups, with support from members of the Bush administration, are drawing 
plans that would protect the industry from lawsuits and criminal cases. The proposal 
will be released following the upcoming election.

 

Local Democrat Gains Universal Support
Laura Monte Campaigns for the Prosperity of Upstate New York

TL

She may not be poised to take 
back the White House in 2008, 
but local New York State 

Assembly candidate Laura Mon-
te plans to reform an area that has 
long been a Republican stronghold. 
 For years, the 142nd district of New 
York (Aurora, Lockport) has been in 
the hands of Republican representa-
tives. During these years, the deci-
sions made in Albany have been di-
rectly harmful to western New York, 
and the decline has been troubling to 
residents. Many Democrats have feared 
this race for state assembly because 
Republicans hold a three-to-two voter 
registration advantage in the district. 
However, Laura Monte has never been 
one to back away from a challenge. 
 “I felt a strong sense of obligation 
to try to improve living and working 
conditions in this part of the state. In 
my life I have seen this area go from 
thriving to struggling,’ said Monte.
Her position as the minority candidate 
means that Monte has to work twice 

as hard to get her message out there. 
 Despite this disadvantage, she has 
managed to shape her campaign around 
central issues that have a vast appeal 
across party lines. Monte says that 
all of the important issues facing the 
142nd Assembly District are related 
because they all stem from the econ-
omy. The challenge is to determine 
the causes of this economic distress 
and then determine how to solve them.
 Monte has spent the last several 
months going door to door seven days a 
week. In her travels, Monte has discov-
ered that many of the Republicans in 
her district share her concerns and frus-
trations, specifi cally the lack of good 
jobs and over spending in Albany. “It 
should not be like this,” laments Monte. 
“We have abundant resources hydro-
power from Niagara Falls, a well-edu-
cated work force; affordable housing; 
agriculture, transportation infrastruc-
ture, fresh water, and excellent educa-
tional institutions. I want my kids, and 
all the other young people to be able to
fi nd good jobs and live here if they want.”
 Monte’s growing popularity has 

attracted outrage from her Republi-
can opponents, who have mounted a 
ferocious negative campaign against 
her. They have falsely accused her 

BY SPENCER HOFFMAN

Democratic candidate Laura Monte is seeking 
to improve the economy and educational systems 
of Upstate New York (politicswny.com)  

of raising taxes thirty percent each of 
the twelve years that she served on the 
school board. Despite the low number 
of Democrats in her district and the 
negative campaign against her, Monte’s 
campaign has met with unprecedented 
and somewhat unexpected success. 
 She and her Republican op-
ponent are now neck and neck 
in the polls, largely because she 
has the advantage of experience. 
 After serving for twelve years on the 
school board, Monte can proudly say 
that her district has the lowest property 
tax rate in the county and is one of the top 
school districts in Western New York.
As the November election draws 
closer, Monte has been working 
over time to reach out to sympa-
thetic Republicans and independents. 
 Her vision for the future of West-
ern New York is bright, and remark-
ably even many of her political op-
posites have rallied to join her cause. 
 Armed with progressive policies about 
jobs, tax cuts, and education, Monte is out 
to change peoples’ minds and their lives.

Africa:
- Former South African President Botha died on November 1 - In tumultuous election in 
Congo, head of election commission warned of the possible backlash from publishing pre-
liminary unoffi cial election results - Floods in Ethopia many, leave others without homes 
- Domestic peace talks in Somalia at standstill - World Bank says Africa has maintained 
better than 4.5% annual growth since the 1990s

Asia/Pacifi c:
While Japan opens talks with Iran, it maintains its sanctions - China to allow only high-
est court to give death sentences - Coup in Fiji fails to overthrow military leader Frank 
Bainimarama - Top Muslim cleric in Australia asks to leave after apologizing for com-
ments about immodestly-dressed women - Tommy Suharto, son of President Suharto of 
Indonesia, has been let out of jail after just 4 years for murder - Vietnamese government 
considering repealing a law which allows the imprisonment without trial 

Americas:
Mexico to extradite former President Alfonso Portillo of Guatemala for corruption charges 
- Former military leader of Chile, Augusto Pinochet, faces house arrest for crimes at a 
detention center in the 1970s - After a month out of the public view, Cuban President Fidel 
Castro makes a TV appearance - Bolivian President Evo Morales to withdraw plans to 
nationalize mining industry citing high costs - Brazilian presidential candidates square-off 
in TV debate

Europe:
Arson attack on French bus results in 5 arrests - Georgia reaches out to Russia for diplo-
matic relations - Former Italian Prime Minister Silvo Berlusconi and his lawyer face cor-
ruption charges - Skeletons uncovered in Romania said to be 30,000 year-old remains of 
Europeans, raising questions of where Neanderthals originated - Spanish aid worker held 
in Gaza released last week - UN report fi nds that Britain, France, and Germany “relatively 
close” to achieving Kyoto Protocol targets - Albanian parliament passes resolution calling 
for Cold War-era police documents to be made public

Middle East:
Hezbollah said to be in talks with Israel over prisoner exchange - Violence in Gaza Strip 
results in Palestinian deaths including two Hamas members - In his trial, Kurds testify 
against Saddam Hussein on chemical attacks - Troops amass on Egypt-Gaza border 
as Israel plans attacks on tunnels allegedly used to smuggle weapons into Gaza - Iraqi 
insurgents kidnapped and killed 17 police last week outside Basra

International 
News Bulletin

BY EVAN MARSHAK



the fact that the US government has become 
cognizant of the War on Terrorism’s fail-
ures on the global scale, no such report is 
needed to buttress the claim that terrorism 
is becoming uncontrollable in Iraq itself. 
 In a press briefi ng last month Maj. 
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Recent reports from government 
agencies have reinforced the news 
that arrives daily from the Middle 

East: terrorism and violence are on the 
rise, and American 
military efforts have 
failed in many areas 
to halt insurgent at-
tacks. Moreover, 
American military 
campaigns in the 
Middle East have 
helped exacerbate 
the spread of ter-
rorist organizations 
around the world.
 On Sept. 30th, 2006 President Bush, 
responding to the above claims, told the 
American public in his weekly radio ad-
dress that the American invasion and 
forced regime change in Iraq had not in-
creased terrorism in the region. Bush ex-
plained his reasoning succinctly: “When 
terrorists spend their days working to avoid 
capture, they are less able to plot, plan, 
and execute new attacks on our people.”
But two recent intelligence assessments, 
the 66-page Department of Defense “Mea-
suring Stability and Security in Iraq” (avail-
able online at http://graphics.nytimes.com/
packages/pdf/international/20060901_

military_report.pdf) presented to Con-
gress in August and the intelligence agen-
cies’ classifi ed “National Intelligence 
Estimate” leaked to the press at the end of 
September, paint a different picture.  

 Both report a 
deteriorating secu-
rity environment 
in Iraq serving as 
the backdrop for 
the emergence 
of deadly sectar-
ian warfare. The 
NIE report further 
posits a direct link 
between the Bush 
administration’s 
illegal invasion of 

Iraq and the dramatic proliferation of Islam-
ic-based terrorism throughout the world. 
 The September 24th New York Times 
quoted one intelligence offi cial as say-
ing “[the report] says that the Iraq war 
has made the overall terrorism problem 
worse.” The same article also noted that 
the Council on Global Terrorism, a re-
search group composed of experts in the 
fi eld, gave the US a “D+” for its antiter-
rorism efforts, noting that “there is every 
sign that radicalization in the Muslim 
world is spreading rather than shrinking.”
While the classifi ed report sheds light on 

Terrorism, Violence on the Rise in Iraq:
Government Reports Acknowledge US Failure to Establish Peace

BY ANDY HOWLETT General Caldwell, the senior spokes-
person for US military forces in 
Iraq, acknowledged that suicide at-
tacks in Iraq were at an all time high. 
 October already has proved to be a dead-
ly month for US forces in Iraq, which suf-
fered 103 fatalities. The city of Baghdad in 
particular has seen a surge in violent activ-
ity, with both American soldiers and Iraqi 
civilians suffering substantial casualties.
The evidence all points to one thing: 
senior offi cials, in the military as 
well as in major intelligence agen-
cies, are expressing that the US’s cur-
rent strategy in Iraq is failing to secure 
the nation from the hands of terrorists. 
 These grim assessments call into 
question the optimistic predictions of 
Bush administration strategists when 
the US rushed to war over three years 
ago. By all accounts, 2006 has seen 
the emergence of sectarian violence 
in Iraq on an ever-expanding scale. 
 The dream of Iraq as the shining 
example of a peaceful Arab democ-
racy in the Middle East remains distant, 
and the reality, an Iraq steeped in civil 
war, is becoming  increasingly impos-
sible for even the President to deny.
 

Two recent intelligence 
assessments paint a 
bleak picture of Iraq as 
deadly sectarian 
warfare emerges.

Offi cial government reports have con-
fi rmed U.S. failure to secure peace in Iraq. 
(AFP)

Early in September,, the Senate reject-
ed a bill to raise the federal minimum 
wage from $5.15 to $7.25 an hour. 

 Republicans included within the 
bill a provision for an estate tax reduc-
tion that would only be benefi cial for 
a wealthy few, inciting the anger of 
Democrats and labor organizations.
If passed, the bill would have contributed an 
estimated $800 billion from lost estate tax 
revenue to the already large national debt.
 While a majority of Americans sup-
port an increase in the minimum wage, 
as do most Senate Democrats and la-
bor organizations, the other provisions 
of the bill proved unacceptable to the 
majority of the Senate and labor advo-
cates. The business lobby came out in fa-

vor of the bill, as did most Republicans.
  The vast majority of those against 
the bill believed that an increase in the 
minimum wage was overdue, but did not 
think that it should come coupled with 
the proposed tax breaks, which would 
have increased the amount of an estate 
exempt from taxation to $5 million for an 
individual and $10 million for a couple.
  In addition to increasing the na-
tional debt, many worried that this lost 
income would possibly lead to reduc-
tions in federal programs upon which 
many minimum-wage earners rely.
Senate Democrats accused Republicans 
of succumbing to election-year politics 
by proposing a bill that allows moderate 
Republicans to curtail criticism that they 
favor the wealthy, while simultaneously al-
lowing conservative Republicans to court 
their wealthy supporters. Democrats found 

Minimum Wage Receives Less Than Minimum Vote

BY KATE TOWT themselves in the awkward position of vot-
ing against a minimum wage increase, an 
issue they have supported in recent years. 
Democratic leaders, however, are hopeful 
voters will understand their reasons for 
defeating this bill, and will hold Repub-
licans accountable for the failure to raise 
the minimum wage this legislative season.
Currently, 22 states and the District of Co-
lombia set the minimum wage at a higher 
rate than the $5.15 an hour required by 
federal law. Since the federal minimum 
wage was last increased in 1997, almost a 
decade ago, its purchasing power has de-
clined by 20 percent. Its value, adjusted 
for infl ation, has not been so low since 
1955. In 2005 the minimum wage was 
31 percent of the average hourly wage 
in America, the lowest level since 1947. 
 According to the Economic Policy In-
stitute, millions of Americans hold full 

time jobs, yet still fall below the federal 
poverty line. Eleven percent of the work-
force, an estimated 14.9 million people, 
would benefi t directly from the wage 
increase, and millions of families, in-
cluding children, would benefi t as well.
Democrats, who have long sought a mini-
mum wage increase, are hopeful that a bill 
addressing this issue will soon be passed.  

The minimum wage, 
adjusted for infl ation, 
is at its lowest since 
1955.  

NEW JERSEY 
BACKS EQUAL 
RIGHTS FOR GAY 
COUPLES

Supporters of gay 
rights celebrate as the 
New Jersey Supreme 
Court decision is read 
aloud on Oct. 25th:  
“Denying committed 
same-sex couples the 
fi nancial and social 
benefi ts and privileges 
given to their married 
heterosexual counter-
parts bears no substan-
tial relationship to a 
legitimate governmen-
tal purpose.”
(AP) 

TL

TL
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ter composite of President George W. 
Bush. Rather, it is George W. Bush, 
himself, courtesy of computer imaging, 
crumbling to the ground. The fi lm was 
created by a British fi lm company as a 
critique of the post-9/11 culture in the 
US. It uses a retrospective documentary 
style to focus on the aftermath of the 

fi ctional October 
2007 assassina-
tion of President 
Bush and the re-
sponse that it en-
genders in the US. 
According to a 
spokesman for the 
fi lm, “It is about 
the polarization of 
America in all the 
events post 9/11.” 

 The White House has refused to 
“dignify” the movie with a com-
ment. Many Americans are outraged 
at what seems to be a glorifi cation of 
the death of a sitting head of state.
The fi lm is set to premiere at the To-
ronto Film Festival at the end of Sep-
tember and will be broadcast on the 
British channel 4 and its fl edgling 
cable channel, More4, in October.
 The fi lm is neither the fi rst nor the last 
of its kind by the fi lmmaker and chan-

The Death of A President:
Controversial British Film Stirs Strong Emotions in US 

An American president walks 
out of a Chicago build-
ing fl anked by secret ser-

vice agents, when shots ring out 
and the President crumbles into 
the arms of a secret service agent. 
 So begins 
“The Death of 
a President,” a 
British documen-
tary that provides a 
retrospective look 
at events before, 
during, and after 
the assassination 
of the President. 
 It examines the 
increasing para-
noia and the development of a witch-
hunt as authorities search for the 
sniper who killed the head of state.
 A Syrian born man is soon ar-
rested as a key suspect, as addi-
tional men of Middle Eastern de-
scent become suspects, and the 
post-9/11 culture of fear intensifi es.
The fi lm uses stock footage and inter-
views, and the assassinated President 
is not Lincoln, Kennedy, Garfi eld, or 
McKinley. Neither is it some lacklus-

nel. The fi lmmaker, Range, has worked 
on two other fi ctional documentaries for 
the BBC, “The Day Britain Stopped,” 
about two passenger airplanes crashing 
above Metropolitan London and “The 
Man who Broke Britain,” about a stock 
broker who causes a national recession. 
 Other projects for More4 include a 

The Death of A President chronicles the manhunt and paranoia after the President is 
assassinated.  (http://english.alarabonline.org)

satirical dramatic series about Saddam 
Hussein’s fi ctional daughter. The chan-
nel has also said it will look further 
into topics on the War on Terror and 
its implications for the United States.

Since the year began, things 
have settled down quite a 
bit at the Student Assembly. 

 The agendas are generally a bit 
shorter than they were earlier, and 
committee reports are taking a reg-
ular place in the announcements at 
meetings, indicating that the SA’s 
committees, which are devoted 
to issues from finance to dining, 
are at work.
The SA has 
also twice 
cleared much 
of its agen-
da for spe-
cial visitors. 
 B o t h 
Mayor Caro-
lyn Peterson 
and Cornell 
P r e i s d e n t 
David Skor-
ton have come to speak. The SA 
directed questions about the rela-
tionship between the University 
and the City of Ithaca to Peterson, 
and asked Skorton about his re-
lationship with the student body.
 President Skorton expressed 
that keeping open the lines 
of communication with stu-
dents is one of his top priorities. 
 He talked about his regular 
meetings with the student govern-
ment at University of Iowa and 
said many times that he would 
be happy to meet on an ongo-
ing basis with the Assembly. 
 He further enumerated his 
top priorities for the Univer-
sity, saying that “education-

al access,” referring to student 
aid, was at the top of his agenda.
Among other issues on the SA’s agen-
da were copyright infringement, a 
brief discussion of the Academic Bill 
of Rights, and the role of the SA itself.
Discussions of the SA’s role have 
focused primarily on what its cur-
rent members believe were mis-
takes made by previous assemblies. 
 The SA debated whether or not it 
is appropriate to get involved in po-
litical matters and even asked Presi-

dent Skor-
ton what he 
thought their 
role should 
be, though 
he declined 
to respond.
 Further, the 
role of the 
Vice Presi-
dent of Pub-
lic Relations 
has come into 

question. The Charter specifies that 
the VP of PR is to send out three 
newsletters to the student body per 
month, but the administration has re-
sisted SA attempts to send e-mails to 
the entire undergraduate population. 
(The SA does not have access to a 
mailing list with all undergradu-
ates’ e-mail addresses.) As a re-
sult, the SA has discussed chang-
ing the requirement to one print 
newsletter sent out per semester.
Further, the SA hears appeals from the 
Student Assembly Finance Commis-
sion; Vice President for Finance, Sarah 
Boxer ‘07, proposed that all SA mem-
bers should have to take the Presidents’ 
and Treasurers’ Test before hearing 
appeals, though the resolution failed. 

 The test, which is given to all pres-
idents and treasurers of SAFC-fund-
ed clubs, ensures that the students 
that handle money for clubs have an 
understanding of the SAFC rules.
Before SAFC funding was meted out, 
Vice President of Public Relations, CJ 
Slicklen ‘09, made a request from the 
SA for funding. Despite having a bud-
get approved by the appropriations 
committee, which Boxer referred to as 
“checks and balances,” Slicklen asked 
that his budget be reduced by the SA. 
 The committee consists of both com-
munity members as well as SA mem-
bers. He said that he would reduce the 
number of newsletters distributed per 
semester and cut down on costs, calling 
the original budget a waste of resourc-

es.     
 The SA supported him, al-
lowing the community-over-
seen budget to be overturned.
A new change in the SA’s commu-
nication with students is also their 
biweekly column in the Daily Sun. 
 Despite the outreach effort, at-
tendance at SA meetings has been 
meager; even when President Skor-
ton attended, there were fewer 
than 20 students in the audience.
SA meetings are every Thurs-
day at 4:45 in the  Memorial 
Room of Willard Straight Hall.

Student Assembly Talks to Skorton;  Attempts to Amplify Student Outreach

All members of the Cornell community are encouraged to attend SA meetings in Wil-
lard Straight Hall every Thursday at 4:45PM. (Evan Marshak/ TL).

The SA recently debated 
whether or not it should be 
involved in political matters, 
and asked President Skorton 
for his opinion, though he 
declined to respond

BY MICHAEL MOUTON

Americans are 
outraged at what seems 
to be glorifi cation of 
the death of a sitting 
head of state

BY EVAN MARSHAK
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The Power of Print.  The Trust of People.

Patricia Smith, stands silently during 9/11 memorial ceremonies at Ground Zero.  Smith’s 
mother, a police offi cer, was killed on Sept. 11th. (Spencer Platt / Getty Images)

Every single day, all over the world, 
people’s security is at risk. They are 
dying from AIDS, starving to death 

from a lack of food, or being slaughtered in 
genocide. Sitting comfortably in the United 
States, it is easy to ignore these realities. 
But on a Tuesday fi ve years ago, our se-
curity was threatened, and it has changed 
the face of American domestic and foreign 
politics. 
 After September 11th, Americans were 
afraid. They knew they were not invul-
nerable, and as a nation, we turned to our 

Commander-in-Chief for leadership 
and guidance. Republican or Demo-
crat, white or black, rich or poor, New 
Yorker or Alabaman, we were all 
united behind our president and rose 
above our partisan divisions. 
 But if we were expecting to be 
calmed into rational thought and a 
reasoned response, we were severely 
mistaken. Rather than drawing upon 
the strength of unity and hope, the 
Bush administration has chosen in-
stead to bitterly divide Americans, 
manipulating and preying upon our 
fear while leading us recklessly into 
war. 
 What should have been respected 
as a national tragedy was turned into 
a political escapade. Thousands of 
deaths have been used to justify an 
irrelevant war, the infringement on 
our civil liberties, and the silencing 
of dissenting voices. During election 
years, September 11th was plugged 
into speech after speech to justify mis-
guided policies and boost poll numbers. 
Our moment of unity was short lived.
 Americans are no longer gripped by the 
same fear that enveloped us then. We have 
had time to mourn and heal and to assess 
the direction our nation has taken in the af-
termath of tragedy. The majority of Ameri-
cans now realize it was a mistake to invade 
Iraq, and Bush’s approval ratings are now 
hovering between 30 and 40 percent. Amer-
icans have in large part learned from our 
mistakes. But has the Bush administration?
 On the eve of the fi ve year anniversary 
of September 11th, Dick Cheney appeared 
on Meet the Press as part of the administra-
tion’s attempt to boost Republican chances 
in next week’s elections. As expected, the 
interview was full of innuendos and false 
justifi cations for the war in Iraq. Despite the 
fact that as many American lives have now 
been lost in the war as were lost in the at-
tacks, and regardless of the clear evidence 
that 9/11 had no connection to Iraq, Cheney 
was still employing the same old fear tactics. 

Hoping that the anniversary of 9/11 would 
stir up enough memory of the fear we felt 
then, Cheney argued that America would 
not be safe if Republicans sustained losses 
in the upcoming elections. Once again the 
deaths of countless Americans were pawns 
for the administration’s political gains.
 As if it is not bad enough that the Ameri-
can public was deceived by false informa-
tion and manipulated by the Bush adminis-
tration’s propaganda machine in the lead-up 
to the war in Iraq, there has been no indica-
tion of culpability, growth, or refl ection on 
the part of our nation’s leaders. Bush has 
insisted that despite their many blunders, 
Donald Rumsfeld and Dick Cheney will 
stay until  the end of Bush’s term.  They 
know only to ignore their own mistakes, 
prey upon fear, and politicize death and 
tragedy for their own gains.
 On Tuesday, we have the chance to show 
that although our federal government has 
yet to learn from their mistakes, the voting 
public has. We have a chance to show the 
world that we will no longer be coerced into 

illegal actions at home and abroad. We have 
a chance to restore dignity, integrity, and re-

spect in a Congress that should live up to its 
constitutional responsibilities. Let us prove 
that we have learned the right lessons from 
September 11th and come together in sup-
port of honorable intentions and reasoned 
action.

TL
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Medicine for an Ailing Nation

Personal health is easy to take for 
granted when you’re healthy.  It’s 
also easy to take for granted when 

you have unfettered access to world-class 
healthcare.  While not all members of Con-
gress meet the former criterion (the extrav-
agant dinners and sedentary lifestyles take 
their toll after a while- see Denny Hastert, 
John Murtha, and Dick Cheney), it is prob-
ably safe to say that most members of Con-
gress do meet the latter one. Unfortunately, 
the same cannot be said for the American 
people, of whom 46.6 million lack health 
insurance, according to the Census Bureau.  
This number represents a 1.3 million person 
increase since 2004 and a 5 million person 
increase since President Bush took offi ce in 
2000.  Fortunately, the upcoming mid-term 
elections offer promise in easing this crisis.  
 But for the past seven or so years, the 
issue of US healthcare has been collecting 
dust on the back shelves of Washington. 
Any action on healthcare under the current 
administration has hurt, rather than helped, 
the average American in the struggle to stay 
healthy without going bankrupt.  The 2003 
Medicare Law, for example, prohibits the 
federal government from negotiating with 
pharmaceutical companies to lower drug 
prices for Medicare benefi ciaries.  In es-

sence, this law relinquished federal power 
to advocate for maximum citizen access to 
healthcare.  As such, the government spends 
more money for Medicare, while securing 
less healthcare service for the American 
public.  Unfortunately, this sort of spineless 
healthcare policy, absolving the govern-
ment from responsibility to its people, has 
been the norm rather than exception under 
this Congress.
 With the midterm elections in the off-
ing, however, there is potential for posi-
tive change.  Representative Nancy Pelosi 
of California has stated that if Democrats 
gain control in Congress, they will attempt 
to repeal the 2003 Medicare Law within 
the fi rst 100 hours of convening the new 
House of Representatives.  Of course, such 
a move would be harshly opposed by drug 
companies, the White House, and the ma-
jority of Republicans in Congress.  But the 
Democratic Party also has other plans to 
expand the health coverage for US citizens.  
Democrats plan to revitalize and expand the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program, a bi-
partisan initiative from 1997 that has, until 
now, been defl ated by Congress.  Further-
more, Democrats plan to expand research 
funding for the National Institute of Health, 
which has received meager boosts in feder-
al funding despite burgeoning national and 
international health crises.  
 Clearly, the US healthcare system, as 

presently constituted, is in shambles, its 
demise accelerated by a Congress that has 
repeatedly shown contempt and apathy to-
ward the American people. If being healthy 
is important, healthcare is important.  And 
if healthcare is important, it is a service that 
the government should be working to make 
widely accessible to its citizens.   Wheth-
er or not one agrees that access to quality 
healthcare is the right of all US citizens, 
there is little question that public health is a 
public good that improves societal functions 
on multiple social, economic, and medical 
levels. Consequently, the widespread real-
ization of this essential service should be at 
the forefront of the Congressional agenda. 
 Indeed, it is time for a change.  And 
it appears that Democrats are more will-
ing to make this change.  While a Demo-
cratic-controlled Congress will not be able 
to guarantee universal health care due to 
forseeable political constraints in the near 
future, such a majority will halt our torrid 
pace towards the cultivation of healthcare 
as a luxury good.  The Democratic agenda 
will, at the very least, shift government to-
ward a policy of helping Americans stay 
healthy, rather than promoting scarcity of 
the service that makes this possible.  

BY JOSHUA PERLMAN
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Cheney argued that 
America would not be 
safe if Republicans 
sustained losses in the 
upcoming election
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    “It’s vile ... it’s more sad than anything else, to see someone with such potential 
throw it all down the drain because of a sexual addiction.”

- Representative Mark Foley, referring to President Bill Clinton, 1998
___________

CNBC Host: I’m curious, have you ever googled anybody? Do you use 
Google?

Bush:  Occasionally.  One of the things I’ve used on the Google [sic] is to pull up 
maps.  It’s very interesting to see— I’ve forgot the name of the program— but you 
get the satellite, and you can— like, I kinda like to look at the ranch.  It remind me 
of where I want to be sometimes.  Yes, I do it some.

- President Bush, on CNBC, Oct. 23rd, 2006
___________

“I don’t think it has been established yet, as a fact, that global warming is the 
issue of the day. [audience laughter] At this point, I think what we need to do, is to 
look at the science.”  

- Republican Congressional candidate Michelle Bachmann (MN-06), 
during a debate with Democratic challenger Patty Wetterling 

“God then called me to run for the United States Congress… and I wasn’t so 
sure, and we took 3 days and we fasted and we prayed and we said, ‘Lord. Is this 
what you want? Is this your will?’”

-   Michelle Bachmann, speaking at the Living Word Christian Center, 
Oct. 14th, 2006

___________

“It was the right thing to do and if we had it to do over again, we’d do exactly 
the same thing.”  

 -  Vice President Dick Cheney, referring to the war in Iraq, on 
Meet the Press with Tim Russert, Sept. 10th, 2006 

___________

“Imagine a world in which you had a Saddam Hussein who had the capacity to 
make a weapon of mass destruction, who was paying suiciders [sic] to kill innocent 
life, who would— who had relations with Zarqawi...”  

-    President Bush, in response to a question about whether 
invading Iraq was a mistake, Aug. 21st, 2006

“But a C.I.A. report completed in October 2005 concluded instead that Mr. Hus-
sein’s government ‘did not have a relationship, harbor or even turn a blind eye to-
ward Zarqawi and his associates,’… the panel concluded that Mr. Hussein regarded 
al-Qaeda as a threat rather than a potential ally.”  

-    New York Times, Sept. 9th, 2006 
___________

“I think you might then say that the obesity crisis could be the fault of gov-
ernment, liberal government.  Food stamps, all those…well, the government, you 
could say, is killing these people because we know obesity kills.”   

“I mean, for decades, all over the world, we’ve been beat about the head that 
there are hungry people out there, that they are starving. UNICEF… one of the big-
gest scams on the face of this earth.”

-    Rush Limbaugh, responding to AP story on increasing waistlines in 
America, The Rush Limbaugh Show, Aug. 29th, 2006

___________

Bush:  “You know, I’ve heard this theory about, you know, everything was just 
fi ne until we arrived and, you know, kind of—  the ‘stir up the hornet’s nest’ theory. 
It just doesn’t hold water as far as I’m concerned. The terrorists attacked us and 
killed 3,000 of our citizens before we started the freedom agenda in the Middle 
East. They were —” 

Question: “What did Iraq have to do with that?”

Bush:  “What did Iraq have to do with what?” 
-    President Bush during a press conference, Aug. 21st, 2006

___________

“I’m sure there are people who thought it was a mistake to fi ght the Civil War to 
its end and to insist that the emancipation of slaves would hold.”

- Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice, 
comparing the Iraq War to the Civil War, Sept. 7th, 2006

___________

“Conservatives are winning… thirty-one percent of college students identify as 
Republicans, compared to the 27 percent who claim the Democratic Party as their 
home.  Sixty-one percent of the nation’s undergraduates approve of George W. 
Bush’s job as president.”  

-   Editorial in The Cornell American, page 3, Aug. 2005 and printed again 
in Aug. 2006 

32% of college students identify themselves as Democrats, while 24% are Re-
publicans.  Only 33% approve of George W. Bush, with 59% disapproving.  

-    Harvard Institute of Politics, Survey of Student Attitudes, April 2006
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IN FACT
Roar On, Culture Warrior

Oprah Winfrey’s ongoing campaign 
to bring shallow sound bite politi-
cal analysis to a new generation of 

her suburbanite fans hit a new low today. 
But it wasn’t for lack of effort. Sure, Oprah’s 
interview with radical culture warrior Bill 
O’Reilly, of FOX News fame, is just another 
example of how the conservative polemics 
continue to tear apart the political fabric 
that unites Americans. But the very fact that 
O’Reilly was invited by the unabashedly lib-
eral media tycoon and therapist-to-the-stars 
shows that the saner half of America’s red-
blue cultural divide just doesn’t get it.
 Mr. O’Reilly, for his part, was his usual 
self, at least if you consider his typical roar-
ing tirades and the sexual harassment of his 
employees as out of the ordinary. The con 
shock-jock labeled vapidly moderate New 
York Times columnist Frank Rich as a simple 
Bush hater, accused his critics in the audience 
of being “far-Left wing” and “FOX-haters” 
and called the ACLU “the most dangerous 
organization in America” for its defense of 
NAMBLA’s very right to exist in a nation 
defi ned by freedom of expression. O’Reilly 
played his ongoing part as the fi ve-star gen-
eral in America’s culture war, the partisan 
polemicist who throws reason and facts to 
the wind in order to gain ratings, sell books, 
and stoke the rage of so-called “traditional-
ists” (read: narrow-minded conservatives) so 
that they, like so many armed zealots, would 
rise up and crush the “secular-progressives” 
(read: conservatives, moderates and liberals, 
regardless of faith, who think he’s nuts).
 The perfect representative, Oprah 
thought, of respectable conservative politi-
cal thought in America.
 Winfrey is, of course, herself no con. 
She can also be a thoughtful and conscien-
tious journalist, as when she, in the early 90s, 
stopped episodes of her iconic talk show that 
gave audience to neo-Nazis and the Ku Klux 
Klan. The radicals that divide and dissemble 
don’t deserve more exposure to Oprah’s pre-
cious airtime. And of course, neither does 
O’Reilly, the king of divisive rhetoric and 

no fan of free speech other than his own—no 
less, the author of a best-selling book called 
Cultural Warrior.
 In Winfrey’s noble albeit misguided at-
tempts to search for Truth in America through 
the medium that has brought her so much in-
fl uence, we see the true failure: anti-O’Reilly 
audience members who can’t quite grasp, let 
alone articulate, why an organization like the 
American Civil Liberties Union would ever 
provide pro bono work for vile organiza-
tions like the Klan or a pedophile advocacy 
group (While I don’t fully personally support 
the ACLU’s decisions, I can at least get their 
point: It’s the civil liberties, stupid.); largely 
inarticulate liberals who were easily paint-
ed as radicals and “moral relativists”; and, 
of course, “traditionalists” who had heart-
felt and genuine, if not reasonable or well 
founded, beliefs about the war on terrorism, 
“special interests,” torture, the war in Iraq, 
and other issues, beliefs that apparently still 
resonate with a large number of Americans. 
With the impotence of the anti-demagogic at-
tacks against O’Reilly comes the victory for 
misinformation and delusion. Uninformed 
viewers might come away with the idea that, 
somehow, someway, Iraq=war on terror, 
the ACLU=NAMBLA, that liberal=amoral 
weenie. Oprah could have easily brought on 
more reasonable conservative voices in the 
name of equal time (she recently gave full 
hours to both Rich and Democratic Sena-
tor Barack Obama), as Rich Lowry or David 
Brooks or the like would have at least provid-
ed some semblance of reasonable discussion. 
But I guess bite-sized stupidity, like a Maya 
Angelou aphorism, is easier to swallow than 
the whole gritty, un-photogenic truth.
 If you could reduce the problems with 
American political discourse to one thing 
(which of course you can’t), it wouldn’t be 
the well-funded Right-wing Jacobins who in 
so many ways dominate the political agenda, 
but the often clueless progressive and moder-
ate Americans who, for whatever reasons, re-
main more or less feeble before la Montagne, 
facts and election results be damned.

BY ANDREW GARIB
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 Remember to Vote!  Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 7th. 
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Recycle or Die

TAR HEEL BLUE        Sarah Olesiuk

TL

his morning when my alarm clock
sounded at some atrocious hour in
the morning, I sat up, turned it off,

and then stumbled out of bed. Getting from
my bed to the door of my room, however,
proved to be the true challenge; it involved
dodging old copies of the New York Times
and the Daily Sun, as well as first drafts of
essays, and those
damn quarter-cards I
get in my mailbox.  I
then had to skip
over the plastic
bottles that are
amassing in the
corner of the room,
and fight my way
through the
cardboard boxes that once contained the
contents of care packages. No, I really don’t
live in a pig sty; I just need to take out my
recycling.

I think I’ve scared my poor roommate
with my recycling mania; she timidly
approaches me every time she wants to
throw away something, just to check and
make sure it can’t be recycled. Once, a friend
asked in all seriousness, if recycling was
my major. And, at the beginning of the year
I dragged half my hall to some RA event
that was handing out coffee mugs with the
famous “reduce, reuse, recycle” saying
printed on them. As cheesy as this message
may be, its importance is ever increasing in
this era.

In the First world, we have rapidly
become a “throw-away” culture, ever
straying from the way in which our ancestors
lived their lives. The residents of the
industrialized world use 15 times as much
paper, 10 times as much steel, and 12 times
as much fuel as those living in developing
countries. Each year, Americans throw away
enough aluminum cans to make nearly 6,000
jet airplanes! While recycling certainly is
not the sole solution to reversing the affects
of the consumer society in which we live, it
is a start.

The Environmental Protection Agency
has set a national goal of recycling twenty-

five percent of our national waste.
However, in this country we are a far cry
from that goal. Every Sunday, 90 percent
of newspapers are thrown away instead
of recycled. This destroys 500,000 trees.
Paper products, like newspapers, make up
nearly forty percent of the trash in this
country. Each ton of recycled paper can

save 17 trees,
380 gallons of
oil, 7,000 gallons
of water, and
4,000 kilowatts
of energy. On
top of this, the
trees we save by
recycling filter
up to 60 pounds

of pollutants from the air each year. With
the current administration slashing
stipulations laid out in the Clean Air Act,
statistics like these carry new weight.

College students use a lot of paper.
We can all attest to the fact that we may
have to print out 17 drafts of that 20 page
research paper before we can hand in the
final copy. I’m not suggesting you stop
proofreading your papers, but why not
print draft two on the back of draft one? I
promise you won’t go through nearly as
much paper! And as well-read Ivy-
Leaguers, it is not an uncommon sight to
see Cornellians reading one of the campus
or national newspapers. However,
unfortunately, it is quite commonplace to
see these newspapers chucked into the
nearest trash can. The trash cans closest
to Ho Plaza are always full of the quarter-
cards people received not 30 seconds
before. While I admit Cornell could use
more paper recycling bins in and around
WSH, if there’s not one around, how
difficult is it to stick the paper in your
backpack until a recycling bin can be
found?

In each dorm here at Cornell, we are
provided with one recycling bin and two
trash cans for every two people. However,
a quick survey of the 45 rooms on my floor
shows that the vast majority of Cornell

students use the
recycling bin as a
third trash can. All of
us at Cornell have
been told the
benefits of recycling,
and really, the
university can’t make
it much easier than
putting the recycling
container inside the
rooms.

I refuse to
believe the reason
students here throw
away their water
bottles instead of
recycling them stems
from a lack of
awareness. Rather,
these actions perhaps stem from anything
from apathy to laziness. This is
disheartening. Recycling shouldn’t be a
Republican or Democrat issue and one
certainly does not have to be the
stereotypical hippie to reduce, reuse, and
recycle. As citizens of this country, and
inhabitants of this Earth, we have a duty, a
responsibility, to take care of our home.

A sticker on the back of my laptop
delivers a powerful ultimatum: ‘Recycle or
Die.’ Now, while I’m not going to hunt down
the kid up the hall that threw his newspaper

Sarah Olesiuk: Champion Recycler.  (Wayne Huang / TL)
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My poor roommate
timidly approaches me
every time she wants to
throw something away

difference between the procedures
performed during the first, second or third
trimesters, she admitted to not knowing
anything about how an abortion is
performed at any point in time.

On issues as widely-disputed and
heatedly argued as gay marriage and
abortion, doesn’t it make sense for us to
really know about the issue before we pass
judgment? The next time a conservative
uses that glorious phrase “sanctity of
marriage” in their argument against gay
marriage, ask them just what exactly that
means. Because 9 times out of 10 it’s simply
something they heard on FOX.  So often
people merely support what they were
raised to believe. And perhaps, like me,
once you make the effort to learn about the
issue, you will end up agreeing with your
parents.  But won’t it mean so much more
to have made up your own mind?  At the
very least it is much more convincing to

“Bush said, ‘God speaks through me.’ Funny, I
thought God could conjugate subject and verb 
better than that.” —Molly Ivins

“We must suggest an alternative to the paths of
greed and violence.”

—Howard Zinn

“It’s America that’s
changed—not you!”

—Barbara Ehrenreich
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away two weeks ago, it is important to
recognize the ramifications of our actions.
Every little bit helps, and in the growing
consumer culture that we live, perhaps
recycling a newspaper is the first step in
preventing global suicide.

Sarah Olesiuk is currently on leave at the
Cornell-in-Washington program.  Her
regular column returns next issue.
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someone who doesn’t hold the same
views.  Most Democrats would be more
inclined to listen to a philosophical
argument against abortion than the
ranting of a Bible thumper.

A conservative Cornellian once
remarked to me “you’re so dumb for
being a Democrat.” My response at the
time was “I would rather be a dumb
Democrat than an ignorant
Republican.”  Although neither
adjective is too complimentary, I still
believe that this comparison holds true.
As much as we educated elite at Cornell
joke about our less astute Ithacans over
at IC, we really ought to take a look at
what we know, especially on issues that
are so central to the way we live our
lives.  I would like to think that true
education will result in more American
Democrats, but, regardless, we can at
least be certain that the less ignorant
our generation becomes, the more hope
we have for a brighter future.

Beyond Party Platforms and
Fox News Pundits
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Liberals, Have Faith

n June 28th, Senator Barack Obama
delivered the keynote address at a
conference sponsored by Sojourn-

ers, a Christian organization dedicated to
peace and justice.  Focusing on the conten-
tious relationship between faith and poli-
tics, Obama’s speech provided a rare op-
portunity for a faith-inspired progressive
like myself to hear a liberal speak about reli-
gion in a positive sense.  Instead of battling
over school prayer or “under God” in the
Pledge of Allegiance, Obama emphasized
the good that can come of faith.

It is perhaps indicative of the state of
progressivism in America to say that even I
was on guard, worried that Obama would
say something “too Christian.” It was this
gut reaction that really got me thinking about
a role for faith in politics.

Regular church attendance has become
one of the most significant predictors of
voting behavior.  This speaks clearly to a
polarization of politics as religious and anti-
religious, to the same extent as the polariza-
tion of conservatives and liberals.  Too many
people who identify as liberals fear religion
and all it entails.  In my experience, identify-
ing as, heaven forbid, something as severe
as a Catholic creates a tangible distance
between myself and many progressives.
Misperceptions and stereotypes abound,
creating a virtually insurmountable divide
between being religious and being liberal.

It shouldn’t be this way.
Ninety percent of Americans profess a

belief in God.  However, in 2004 just over
fifty percent of Americans voted for George
W. Bush, a poster child for religion as a
surrogate for partisan politics.  That leaves
a significant forty percent, many who par-

Amy Schimpf         NOT BY FAITH ALONE
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ticipate in organized religion and consider
faith an integral part of their lives.  Liberals
cannot continue to choose to ignore faith
as an important part of American life.

This is not to say that we should open
the floodgates to religion in our legislatures,
courtrooms, and schools.  The secular basis
of American government is one of our great-
est assets for protecting individual liber-
ties—particularly for people of faith.  Indeed,
many of the earliest proponents of the sepa-
ration of church and state were not atheists,
but rather religious minorities fearing the
tyranny of the majority.  However, it is im-
perative to recognize the central role of reli-
gion in defining the morals and values of
many moderate and progressive Americans.

Religious belief played a crucial role in
inspiring many of the greatest progressive
social reformers of American history;
Frederick Douglas, Dorothy Day, Martin
Luther King, Jr. are merely a few examples.
Faith motivated their actions and sustained
them through the obstacles they faced.  The
civil rights movement propelled the 1964
Voting Rights Act into law. The end product
had nothing to do with religion.  The strength
to persevere through the fight did.

More and more, progressives need to
reach out to people for who they are: citi-
zens who perhaps for different reasons, hold
a set of similar values. We need to show
religious groups what we believe in, like an
end to poverty and hunger and protecting
the environment.  “Clothe the naked,” “feed
the hungry,” and protect “God’s creation”
sound awfully similar.

As Obama says, “the need to think in
terms of ‘thou’ and not just ‘I’ resonated in
religious congregations all across the coun-

try.”  Tax cuts for the
wealthy do not speak of
self-sacrifice for the
greater good.

It is because of these
shared goals that
progressives need to
reach out to religious
groups and individuals in
order to be more effective.
Obama points out that “if
we don’t reach out to
evangelical Christians
and other religious Ameri-
cans and tell them what
we stand for, then the
Jerry Falwells and Pat
Robertsons and Alan
Keyeses will continue to
hold sway.”  It is not nec-
essarily true that religious
people only care about
abortion and gay mar-
riage; other equally impor-
tant messages from the
tenets of progressivism
are simply absent from
many religious circles.

Many will argue that
liberalism and religion do
not always match up per-
fectly.  Neither do conser-
vative politics and religion.  There is signifi-
cant common ground between progressive
values and religious convictions and many
missed opportunities to bring the two to-
gether.  Progressives need to stop fearing
religion, and instead embrace it for its power
to motivate and inspire so much positive
change in its believers.  Only then can we

Sen. Barack Obama’s inspiration and rocketing popularity
has made him the most heavily booked Democratic
campaign speaker this election season. He is shown here
campaigning for Pennsylvania Senate candidate Bob Casey
on Oct. 21st.  (Washington Post)

New York: Cornell spring water is very
refreshing, and that the death penalty
should be applied to “cop-killers” and
terrorists (though Faso believes it should
be used “for all crimes,” claiming its
supposed deterrent effect).

The candidates aired the details of
their different perspectives on crime and
punishment.  Faso claims that the
availability of DNA testing makes it much
less likely that innocent men will die
through the death penalty. Furthermore,
Faso illustrated his point regarding the
alleged deterrent effect of the death penalty
by telling a story about a recently arrested
man who apparently asked an
acquaintance of his whether New York had
the death penalty just before shooting
and killing a police officer.  Spitzer, who
attributes his view on crime and the death
penalty to his experience as a prosecutor,
emphasized the need to go after “drugs,
gangs and guns” to make New York safer.
When the debate turned to abortion,
Spitzer seemed determined to paint Faso
as someone who severely would limit
abortion rights or try to push for limits
seen in South Dakota, citing Faso’s
description of Roe v. Wade as a “black
mark on the Constitution.” Faso, however,
said that he would follow the letter of the
law when it came to abortion—preventing

his feelings about the matter from interfering
with his decision-making.

When the candidates were asked what
they would do if they had a bill on their desk
legalizing gay marriage, both candidates
answered explicitly and unequivocally. To
audible hisses from the audience, Faso stated
that he would veto the bill and claimed that
his opponent wanted to force “gay marriage
down the throats” of voters, thus inciting
audible laughter. Spitzer said he would sign
the bill, but that the issue would not be on
the top of his priority list.

The most heated exchanges between
Faso and Spitzer took place concerning taxes,
healthcare and the economic future of New
York. Faso repeatedly claimed that Spitzer’s
proposals, healthcare-related and otherwise,
would lead to massive tax raises, plugging
his own site in the process:
spitzerspending.com. Spitzer backed away
from being labeled a tax-and-spend liberal
by claiming that his healthcare plan would
save money by battling illnesses earlier,
saying that this would make the program
much cheaper than his opponent alleged—
but he added the caveat that this would “not
happen overnight.” Spitzer also said that he
would fund education more and increase
accountability, while Faso said that gross
negligence, rather than lack of funding, is
the problem in education.  Faso also extolled
the benefits of his proposal of making
sections or all of New York a tax-free zone to
encourage business growth and the
retaining of citizens.

The debate ended with the candidates
asking each other questions, a process that
quickly became an avenue for lobbing
accusations. Faso accused of Spitzer of
taking undisclosed campaign loans and a ride
with a lobbyist, while Spitzer accused Faso
of being out of touch with his own party—
citing comments from the leadership of the
New York State Republican Party.

In the moderator’s last question of the
night regarding State Comptroller Alan
Hevesi, Spitzer responded that Hevesi is an

Continued from Spitzer,
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Facing 50 Point Gap, Faso Goes All Out in Gubernatorial Campaign

“honest stupendous public servant,”
causing his opponent to guffaw and a hush
to fall over the audience. It has been
revealed that Hevesi had been letting his
wife use a state employee as a chauffeur
for three years—Hevesi has since offered
to reimburse the state for its services. Faso
said this highlighted the double-standard
practiced by Spitzer, while Spitzer said he
would not stand actions like Hevesi’s on
his watch. TL

come together to fight poverty, save the en-
vironment, and advocate peace.
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CAMPAIGN 2006

With a Strong Slate of Democratic Contenders, Will the House and Senate Flip?

Although historically only about 40% 
of the country turns out for the mid-
term elections, they often have con-

sequences that reverberate not only through 
the halls of congress but around the country. 
 2006 is shaping up to be one such histori-
cally important election. Over the past two 
semesters, I’ve written about the growing 
tide of anger and dissatisfaction with the 
Bush presidency and how it has affected 
races around the 
nation, preview-
ing close races 
from Pennsyl-
vania to Ohio 
to Montana to see if the Democrats could 
gain the 15 House and 6 Senate seats 
needed to take back both chambers. 
 With only days until the big day, it’s 
time to take a deep breath, take a look 
around, and answer the big questions.
Will 2006 be a “wave” election?
Many pundits have stated that 2006 has 
the potential to be a “wave” election; 
that is, the level of national dissatisfac-
tion with the federal government and the 
party in power is overriding local con-
cerns and is sweeping not only toss-ups 
but contests previously considered non-
competitive into the Democratic column. 
 There are certainly signs that a storm is 
brewing. The generic ballot, a poll in which 
respondents are asked to state generically 
whether they would vote for a Democrat 
or Republican for Congress, has consis-
tently shown around a 15 point advantage 
for the Democrats. In 1994, when the Re-
publicans gained an incredible 52 seats, 
they only had an 8 point lead in the generic 
ballot. Charlie Cook and other pollsters 
have listed upwards of 65 Republican held 
seats as being at least marginally competi-
tive. In a recent article, political observer 
Stuart Rothenberg could conceive of a 45 
seat gain by the Democrats, three times 
the number of seats needed for a majority. 
 Such a gain would not only swing the 
leadership positions and chairmanships 
to the Democrats, but would give them a 
solid working margin to take the direc-
tion of Congress sharply to the left on 
healthcare and the environment. There are 
some weaknesses to the wave argument, 
however. The generic ballot is decent at 
anticipating which party will be on the of-
fensive in the campaign, but in terms of 
predicting the number of seats switching 
parties, its track record is less than great.
  Considering the favorable map the Re-
publicans have drawn through gerryman-
dering over the last decade and the fact that 
much of the 15 point generic ballot lead 
is being bolstered by the Northeast grow-
ing even bluer, the Democrats may not be 
looking at such a seismic wave after all. 
The Republicans in ‘94 were helped to a 
considerable degree by a large number of 
Democratic open seats, a situation which 
is not present today. What I think is far 
more likely to happen is for the Democrats 
to win a considerable number of seats, but 
nothing like the 52 seat jump seen in 1994. 

What has been the impact 
of the Mark Foley saga?
Quite a bit actually. While Dem-

ocrats were poised to win a good number of 
seats before Representative Foley resigned 
his offi ce amid evidence that he sent sala-
cious emails and instant messages to teen-
age boys interning in the House Page Pro-
gram, they have been helped enormously 
by the revelation. It’s not because, as some 
have suggested, that Christian Conser-

vatives were horrifi ed by the actions of 
Foley, but rather because ordinary Ameri-
cans were really able to see for themselves 
the “culture of corruption” argument 
the Democrats were hammering home 
all summer in the subsequent cover up. 
While individual candidates had been 
hurt by corruption (Montana Sen. Conrad 
Burns being burned by donations from Jack 
Abramoff, Tom DeLay and Bob Ney indict-
ed on bribery charges), the slogan had not 
touched Republicans removed from clear 
violations of the law. After Foley-gate, Rep. 
Tom Reynolds seat (NY-26) went from safe 
Republican to lean Democratic after it was 
revealed that he had sat on information that 
implicated Foley during the cover-up, and 
Deborah Pryce is on the defensive because 
of her role in the leadership and her earlier 
statements of being one of Foley’s friends. 
The corruption charges are no longer mere-
ly case-specifi c; the Democrats have gotten 
their charges to stick and it’s a deep sys-
temic problem for the Republicans now.
 I know this isn’t a Presidential elec-
tion, but what are the battleground states?
Although electoral votes won’t matter for 
another two years, certain states will have 
a disproportionate infl uence on the fate of 
Congress. In Ohio, there are important races 
up and down the ballot in an environment 
that is pure acid for the Republicans. As 
perhaps the most hostile environment for 
the GOP in 2006, Ohioans are moving to 
the Democrats this year because of corrup-
tion in the state house far deeper than what 
has gone on in Washington. The incumbent 
Governor, Bob Taft, has been wrapped up 
in corruption investigations for the bet-
ter part of his fi nal term in offi ce, and he 
is dragging the rest of the state GOP down 
with him. When added to the unpopular-
ity of Bush and the Iraq War and the Foley 
scandal, you get a recipe for Republican 
disaster. Incumbent Senator Mike DeWine 
is losing in his battle for re-election, while 
Secretary of State Ken Blackwell is be-
ing mauled by Rep. Ted Strickland in his 
run to succeed Taft.  In addition, a num-
ber of Republican House seats are vulner-
able to change.    
 New York is another state with great 
importance this November. Democrat El-
iot Spitzer is as much as 50 points up in 
the polls to replace Republican George Pa-
taki, and the collective strength at the top 
of the ticket with Spitzer and Senator Hill-
ary Clinton is leaving many GOP House 
members in trouble. With New York state’s 
House delegation already 20-9 in favor of 
the Democrats, the state could very well 
turn even bluer in the fall with credible 
challenges to Representatives Jim Walsh, 
Tom Reynolds, Randy Kuhl, John Sweeney, 
and Sue Kelly, and the advantage to taking 
over Sherwood Boehlert’s Utica based seat. 
 Other states to watch are 
Pennsylvania, where Senator Rick San-
torum and Congressmen Don Sherwood, 
Mike Fitzpatrick, Curt Weldon, and Jim 
Gerlach are all in trouble, and Connecti-
cut where the Lamont-Lieberman Senate 
Race has outshone three incredibly close 
Republican held congressional races.

So will the Democrats take back the 
House?  Yes. 15 seats seemed insur-
mountable in January but today the 

Democrats hopes of taking back the House 
seem soon to be realized. As I mentioned 
earlier I didn’t see a true wave election tak-
ing place, but I think a 20-25 seat pickup for 
the Democrats as being fairly likely with 
30 seats probably being the upper bound. 
There are too many close Republican races 
around the country for the Democrats not to 

make some inroads. When considering how 
few Democratic seats are in play and how the 
individual scandals of Bob Ney, Tom DeLay, 
Curt Weldon, Don Sherwood, Mark Foley, 
and others have made about 8-10 seats the 
absolute lower bound, it’s pretty clear the 
Democrats should take the back the House.
 What about the Senate?
 Maybe, but probably not. Right now, two 
Republican incumbents--  Senators Santo-
rum and DeWine--  are pretty much done, 
and Senators Burns of Montana and Chafee 
of Rhode Island are in serious trouble. Three 
more Republican held seats-- Jim Talent 
in Missouri, George Allen in Virginia, and 
the open seat in Tennessee-- are extremely 
competitive. It’s anyone’s guess as to who 
wins these contests, although I’d say the Re-
publicans have the slight advantage in each. 
In recent days Talent and the Bob Corker in 
Tennessee have been trending upwards while 

George Allen in Virginia is clinging to a razor 
thin lead from a once commanding margin. I 
think it’s pretty likely that at least one of these 
will go to the Democrats. As for competitive 
Democrat-held seats, Maryland has tightened 
but should still stay blue, while New Jersey 
is another nail-biter. Given the heavy Demo-
cratic lean of the state, I’d say the Democrats 
take that one too. That means the Democrats 
will win at least 4 seats, with 5-6 somewhat 
likely. They’ll probably come up just short.

Portend:  the right-leaning New York Post recently endorsed Senator Hillary Clinton (Reuters).

BY WILL ROSENZWEIG

Election Roundup:  Republicans Increasingly on the Defensive
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With just a few days until the election 
and with race-by-race House polls 

showing that nearly 80 Republican-held 
districts are now competitive, Democrats 
are confi dent they will pick up the 15 seats 
required to regain a majority in the House.  
In the Senate, Democrats will need to pick 
up 6 GOP-held seats.  Among the close 
Senate races, they will need to win two out 
of three seats between Missouri, Tennessee, 

and Virginia.  
The House 
balance of 
power accord-
ing to  the 
latest polls is 
shown below.                      

DEMOCRATS
- Strong Dem:  205
- Lean Dem:  13
- No Poll:  5

TOSS-UP
- Dem. Lead in Polls:  15
- GOP Lead in Polls:  7

- Tie:  2

REPUBLICANS
- Strong GOP: 171

- Lean GOP: 12
- No Poll:  5

18824223

Spotlights on the Campaign Trail:
-  Sen. Rick Santorum (R-PA) has ac-
cused opponent State Treasurer Bob Casey 
of investing state funds in companies with 
ties to terrorism.  The Casey campaign 
responded that the Santorum campaign 
had taken contributions from such “terror-
ist-linked” companies, which include UBS 
and Deutsche Bank.  Latest Poll:  Casey 
(D)- 52%, Santorum (R)- 42%

-  “Fighting Dem” Eric Massa holds a 
12 point lead over incumbent Republican 
Randy Kuhl (R, NY-29).  In 2004, it was 
revealed that Kuhl had once pulled two 
shotguns on his wife and threatened to 
murder her.  He has also been charged with 
a DWI.  Kuhl nevertheless won the district 
with 51% in 2004.  

- Former President Bill Clinton has made 
an unexpected stop at Stockton, CA to 
campaign for Democrat Jerry McNerney.  
McNerney, who has a son in Iraq, is fi ght-
ing to unseat seven-term Rep. Richard 
Pombo (R, CA-11).  Pombo is best known 
for attempting to gut the Endangered Spe-
cies Act and is listed among one of the Top 
13 Most Corrupt Members of Congress 
due to ties with Jack Abramoff.  Latest 
Poll:  McNerney (D)- 48%, Pombo (R)- 
46%

-  David Safavian has been sentenced to 
18 months, joining Rep. Bob Ney (R, OH-
18) in prison for involvement in the Jack 
Abramoff corruption scandal.  Ney has so 
far refused to resign early from his House 
seat.  Latest Poll:  Space (D)- 45%, 
Padgett (R)-  36%

Harold Ford, Jr., Democratic 
Candidate for Tennessee’s Senate Seat
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Arcuri Visits Cornell, Rides Democratic Upsurge
As Popular Candidate Surges Ahead, New Republican Ad Accuses Him of Phone Sex

BY WAYNE Y. HUANG
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ITHACA, NY- For Republi-
cans in New York State, Octo-
ber just became a lot chillier.

 While Republicans have been struggling 
nationwide amidst a barrage of scandals 
and growing confi dence among Democrats 
that they will retake control of the House 
of Representatives, upstate New York has 
been a longtime Republican stronghold.
 This year, however, perceived econom-
ic weakness and a spike in Iraq War fatali-
ties have been a boon to upstate Democrats 
who are attempting to gain a foothold in 
what were once safe Republican districts. 
In the 26th District (Batavia), Republican 
Rep. Thomas M. Reynolds is suddenly in 

danger of losing his seat after allegedly sit-
ting on information that eventually impli-
cated disgraced Rep. Mark Foley (R, FL-
16) for soliciting sex from House pages.
 However, the 24th District (Cortland, 
Utica) may be the Democrats’ best chance 
of a seat pick-up. State Senator Raymond 
Meier is struggling in the polls against his 
Democratic challenger, Michael Arcuri, the 
current Oneida County District Attorney. 
 The seat is presently held by retiring 
moderate Republican Sherwood Boehlert. 
An RT Strategies poll earlier this month 
gave Arcuri a surprising 11 point lead.
In recent weeks, Arcuri has also out-raised 
Meier by a 2 to 1 margin, raking in $407,082 
in the fi rst 18 days of October. According 
to Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-NY), Arcuri’s 
fundraising advantage was due to his grass-

roots appeal and a desire for change. Schum-
er also accused Meier of being just “part of 
an administration that basically says ‘yes’ 
when George Bush says what he wants.”
 The call for change was an oft-repeated 
theme during Arcuri’s visit to Cornell last 
month. In a campaign speech to the Cornell 
Democrats, Arcuri called for the leverage of 
“creative economics” to build a market for re-
newable energy and to improve health-care.
 Arcuri also blasted his opponent for 
supporting only adult stem cell research 
but not embryonic research. “As a lawyer, 
I’m not about to tell scientists what form of 
stem cell research is best for fi nding cures. 
We should let them do that,” Arcuri said.  
 Justin Weitz ’07, President of CIPAC, 
commended Arcuri for being “straight-
forward, enthusiastic, and moderate.”
According to Weitz, “Arcuri’s passion and 
his positions on national security issues were 
especially impressive— from his commit-
ment to an end to the war in Iraq to energy 
independence to strong support for our ally 
Israel. Mr. Arcuri seems genuinely commit-
ted to American security and upstate values.”
 Adam Gay ’08, President of the Cor-
nell Democrats, said Arcuri was the perfect 
candidate for Democrats to make inroads 
upstate. “I was born and I grew up in New 
York’s 25th District, which has always 
elected a Republican congressman by a 
comfortable margin,” he said. “This year, 
much like the 24th, the Democrats are do-
ing remarkably because regardless of previ-
ous affi liation, voters are so disgusted and 
disillusioned with the current administra-
tion and Republican Party that they are 
more than willing to vote for a Democrat.”
 With such high stakes, in recent weeks 
both Arcuri and Meier have unleashed a 
blitz of negative ads attacking each other. 
A widely aired Democratic Con-
gressional Campaign Committee ad 
has accused Meier of voting against 
an increase in the minimum wage. 
 However, many locals were shocked 

when a steamy new ad that accused Arcuri 
of dialing a phone sex hotline began running 
on Syracuse-based stations two weeks ago.
The ad, which was produced by the Na-
tional Republican Congressional Commit-
tee (NRCC), features a female dancer in 
the background and a sultry female voice 
that says “Hi sexy. You’ve reached the live, 
one-on-one fantasy line.” The ad claims Ar-
curi dialed the number two years ago from 
his New York City hotel room and had the 
bill charged to Oneida County taxpayers.
However, the Arcuri campaign pro-
vided phone records to prove that 
the number had been misdialed.
 The records show that another call 
was placed a minute later to the New 
York State Division of Criminal Services, 
which has the same last seven digits as 

the phone sex number but with a differ-
ent area code. Several TV stations in the 
Syracuse and Binghamton area refused to 
run the ad after the release of the records.
 Arcuri has threatened to sue for libel, 
though NRCC spokesman Ed Patru insisted 
to reporters that the ad was “totally true.”
 “These Republicans are desper-
ate and are literally willing to do what-
ever it takes to win,” Gay said. He add-
ed, “I can’t wait for November 7th.”

LATEST POLLS:
RT Strategies, 10/10:  
Arcuri (D)- 53%, Meier (R)- 42%
Beneson Strategy, 9/10
Arcuri (D)- 40%, Meier (R)- 36%

Mike Arcuri, Democratic candidate for New York’s 24th Congressional District, answers ques-
tions from Tanya Lee ’09 (near left) while making a campaign stop at Cornell. “During the 
Clinton era, there was time to make international policy,” Lee said, “but now there are so many 
different aspects of American society that need improvement.” (Wayne Huang / TL)

Senate Focus:  Chasing After Casey in Pennsylvania
Incumbent Rick Santorum Struggles Against His Own Infl ammatory Style

One of the most publicized and an-
ticipated races over the last year 
has grown even more interesting 

over the past few weeks.  The contest be-
tween the embattled Pennsylvania Senator 
Rick Santorum and State Treasurer Bob 
Casey Jr.  for a US Senate seat in this year’s 
midterm election narrowed to eight points 
to 48% for Casey and to 40% for Santo-
rum in polls taken just a few weeks ago.  
As usual, however, there is a story behind 
those numbers, a story that has wound its 
way, replete with intrigue, to last Sunday’s 
debate between Santorum and Casey on 
NBC’s “Meet the Press.”
 The narrative begins with Santorum, 
as most issues relating even tangentially 
to the Senator invariably do.  First elected 
in 1994, Rick Santorum leaves a lasting 
impression on those who meet him, those 
who hear his controversial statements, 
and those who are insulted and offended 
by them.  In fact, it is Santorum’s infl am-
matory comments about gays, his efforts 
to keep Terri Schiavo on life support, his 
strong support of President Bush’s efforts 
to privatize Social Security, and his contin-
ued insistence of the presence of weapons 
of mass destruction in Iraq that have that 
have him in a tight race in the fi rst place.  
Among his missteps in the last two years is 
his release of a book last summer entitled 
It Takes a Family which espoused more of 
the incendiary social conservative views 

that have angered scores of moderates and 
even members of his own party.
 When Bob Casey Jr., son of the popular 
Democratic governor of Pennsylvania from 
1987-95, emerged as the probable Demo-
cratic challenger in the fall of last year, 
Santorum’s unpopularity began to mani-
fest itself in the early polls.  Armed with a 
high name recognition and good popularity 
from his tenure as state treasurer, Casey the 
younger became an attractive alternative 
for many Pennsylvanians.  Before anyone 
had time to carefully evaluate the situation, 
Casey held a 10 to 11 point lead in most 
polls.  By late May, things had gotten out 
of control for the Santorum campaign as a 
reputable polling agency reported a defi cit 
at 23 percentage points.  Bob Casey had 
done little more than raise money and was 
holding a seemingly insurmountable lead 
over a two term incumbent.  
 Yet there were a number of factors 
indicating an eventual tightening of the 
contest.  To begin with, Santorum, for all 
his mistakes, is an apt rhetorician and an 
excellent campaigner while Casey is a soft-
spoken, mild mannered candidate.  Casey’s 
campaign inadequacies are compounded by 
the absence of the fi rm grasp on policy of 
his opponent.  For these reasons, the Casey 
campaign decided it was best to wage a 
“front porch” campaign over the summer 
months to avoid any mistakes that could 
cost them their lead.  Meanwhile Santorum 
fi nally dug into his huge war chest and be-
gan running hard on the airwaves to boost 

his favorable ratings and take swipes at the 
Treasurer.
 Inevitably voters learned more about 
Bob Casey other than that he was not Rick 
Santorum.  What they learned is that he 
holds many conservative positions that 
align him closer with the Republicans than 
the Democrats.  Like his father, Casey is 
an opponent of abortion rights and also has 
voiced support for gun rights and banning 
same sex marriage.  At the same time as 
many Democrats were learning that Casey 
wasn’t as laudable as they once thought, a 
controversy erupted with the state Green 
Party and their candidate Carl Romanelli, 
as the Greens had received heavy funding 
and help from Santorum and the State Re-
publican Party.  The Democrats recently 
challenged the authenticity of many of 
the signatures that petitioned to have Ro-
manelli on the Novem-
ber ballot.  As of now 
Romanelli will stay 
and his impact could 
be large because of 
Casey’s conservative 
views.  In the latest poll 
the Green candidate at-
tracted 5% of the vote.
 Many pundits have 
declared this race back 
up for grabs as the con-
test has closed to single 
digits.  Yet all of the 
leading polling agen-
cies show Santorum 

still unable to climb above 40-41%, a dan-
gerously low level for an incumbent at this 
point in the race.  Casey has begun to pour 
his funds into advertising in the last few 
weeks and after holding his own in the tele-
vision debate on Sunday, the bleeding may 
fi nally stop for the Democrat.  However, 
his challenge to the Senator most likely will 
come down to whether he can convince the 
liberals in his party that anybody but San-
torum is good enough for Pennsylvania.

LATEST POLLS:
Rasmussen, 10/31:  Casey (D)- 55%, San-
torum (R)-  42%
Zogby, 10/31:   Casey (D)- 53%, Santorum 
(R)- 44%

CAMPAIGN 2006

TL

Syracuse stations pull 
NRCC ad that accuses 
Arcuri of charging tax-
payers for phone sex

BY WILL ROSENZWEIG
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The United States’ Misguided Global Efforts

Once, when attempting to justify 
the Iraq War, one of Cornell 
University’s most prominent stu-

dent conservatives painted the situation 
in terms of simple utilitarianism: he ac-
knowledged thousands of American sol-
diers and tens of thousands of Iraqis have 
been killed as a direct result of coalition 
action, but he believes that a democratic 
and peaceful Iraq that millions would be 
able to enjoy–  a nation that could stand 
as a shining example for the rest of the 
Middle East–  is more than worth the 
cost.

If only. Still, if what he said were true 
– which, of course, it is not – it strikes 
me as admirable logic. Looking through 
a lens of utilitarianism, how bad can a 
government be if it strives to achieve the 
greatest good for the greatest number of 
people, particularly if it (theoretically) 
does so with no regard to the location 
of those for whom it was working? In a 
global sense, America is an incredibly 
wealthy country, with a vast amount of 
both monetary and physical resources. To 
put it bluntly, then, the most important 
task facing progressives of our genera-
tion is shifting the global areas in which 
the US exerts its resources.

President Bush claims the fi ght against 
terrorism is a global struggle, with global 
benefi ts. The sad fact is that, especially 
given the US’s extremely narrow and 
wrongheaded approach to the issue, 9/11-
esque terrorism is a relatively small prob-
lem in which huge monetary resources are 
expended for results that are questionable 
at best. This is not to say that the War on 
Terror is unjustifi ed, but that sinking bil-
lions into poking hornets’ nests abroad is 
hardly a remedy for the maladies plaguing 
our globe. In the meantime, there are, in 
terms of the severity of the issue and the 
number of people affected, exponentially 
more pressing concerns that, relatively 
speaking, receive little to no attention.

Start with malnutrition. September 
11th killed 3,000 people, but the World 

Food Program estimates that 3,000 chil-
dren alone die because they are hungry 
every four hours. Even if we pretend that 
American actions have had some mean-
ingful effect in preventing global terror 
(although, I feel, given Iraq’s descent into 
a sectarian civil war, the opposite is true), 
the cost of Bush’s War on Terrorism has 
been staggering. Providing food for a 
hungry child costs 30 cents a day, or $110 
a year. To take one example, the WFP re-
ports that its current operation of feeding 
3.5 million refugees in Kenya – already 
75% underfunded – urgently requires $19 
million to stave off massive catastrophe 
through the end of 2006. War in Iraq is 
costing the US at least $200 million a 
day.

Then there’s easily preventable dis-
ease. Every year, a million Africans 
die of malaria alone. According to Tina 
Rosenberg’s March 29th New York 
Times article “The Scandal of Poor Peo-
ple’s Diseases,” a new, highly effective 
cure is available for $1.40 for adults and 
$0.40 for children, while other methods, 
including pesticides and the distribution 
of mosquito bed-nets, are also relatively 
cheap and effaceable. Cheap as this may 
sound, it’s too much for many of the peo-
ple currently dying from the disease.

Finally, there’s AIDS. AIDS receives 
some press in western nations, I suspect, 
because, unlike the maladies I previously 
mentioned, a rich white person in Amer-
ica can be at serious risk just like a poor 
black person in Sierra Leone. The drugs 
to treat the disease exist, highly-success-
ful methods to prevent transmission from 
mother to child (which causes most of the 
several million cases of HIV in children) 
exist, and the organizations to implement 
a solution exist, but the money isn’t there: 
The effort to prevent the spread of HIV as 
well as the development and distribution 
of drugs that can treat it in the poorest 
regions of the world is woefully under-
funded. UN Secretary General Kofi  An-
nan has called for the establishment of a 
modest global fund to fi ght AIDS, ma-
laria, and tuberculosis of $7 to 10 billion 

a year. The current administration has 
repeatedly failed to pay its full share of 
the fund, while simultaneously promot-
ing trade agreements that make it more 
diffi cult to distribute cheaper drugs.

The English language lacks the ap-
propriate adjectives and intensifi ers to 
adequately describe the actions and lack 
of actions of the Bush administration in 
setting these issues on the backburner. 

“Morally bankrupt,” however, conveys 
the gist of it. That said, most Cornellians 
would be hard-pressed to fi nd legitimate 
excuses not to both donate signifi cant 
amounts of money to global relief ef-
forts and educate their classmates on the 
above, all but ignored, tragedies.

> > Hunger remains at least as big a threat to human life as terrorism. (foodjustice.net)

BY ANDY HOWLETT

Poor Choices

The Committee on Special Educational Projects 
(COSEP) was established in 1965 to facilitate 
the enrollment of African American students 

and later Latino, Asian and Native American students at 
Cornell University. The program also provides support 
services to students to help them acclimate to Cornell 
and achieve success. COSEP was absorbed by the Offi ce 
of Minority Educational Affairs in 1976.

COSEP in conjunction with each of the colleges at 
Cornell, the Learning Strategies Center, the Offi ce of 
Financial Aid and Student Employment put on the Pre-
freshman Summer Program. The program allows 175 
students from all seven colleges to take college and en-
richment courses over six weeks. The program is open 
to application, though it is mandatory for students who 
were accepted to Cornell under the state-run Higher 
Educational Opportunity Program and Educational Op-
portunity Program.  .

I was invited as an African American and chose to 
attend the Prefreshman Summer Program in hopes of 
becoming accustomed to the campus, though I had res-
ervations. I had reservations because the program is 

primarily race-based. Before attending the program, I 
did not begrudge race-based programs but after being 
immersed in a predominantly Caucasian environment in 
Texas for more than a decade, my views had weakened.

I found myself able to understand the basis for race-
based programs because of my own experiences being 
raised in a poorer part of Houston by a single mother. 
However, I was unable to defend my beliefs to the vitriol 
that I often encountered at my high school when the sub-
ject was discussed. Many of the Caucasian students at 
my high school thought ignoring the differences among 
the races was the only way to abolish racism

My beliefs about race-based programs were con-
fi rmed after attending the program; I was exposed to 
wide array of people from different cultures and of dif-
ferent races. I saw fi rst-hand that race-based programs 
and organizations were not for exclusionary reasons but 
only a way to deal with differences and not lose cultural 
identity in the pursuit of success.

The different cultural identities I saw were complex 
and important to the people I met, these identities were 
not a part of some effete cultural tradition that had yet to 
join the mainstream as many detractors would put it.

The vitriol I had experienced in the past on this sub-
ject I realized was unwarranted. The people I met had 
unique and disadvantaging experiences based on their 
race, nationality and economic status, experiences such 
as having parents that cannot speak English or a fam-
ily that cannot afford to send their children to the best 
schools or summer camps. It is diffi cult for people who 
are not part of such minority groups to comprehend how 
these cultural and economic differences can be diffi cult 
to reconcile in the educational and professional world.

Race-based programs assist in helping people espe-
cially students adjust to the expectations of the main-
stream without giving up their cultural identity. The 
begrudging of such organizations at Cornell such as 
COSEP, the Ujaama Residential College, Latino Liv-
ing Center or the Asian Pacifi c Americans for Action is 
ignorant and unreasonable. Critics need to realize that 
these organizations and programs are not meant to ex-
clude them; in fact, many go out of their way to include 
anyone who wants to join, and there are support services 
providing disadvantaged students with assistance.

Race-Based Programs Encourage Inclusion
BY MICHAEL MOUTON
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Let’s Get Ready!

Students who grow up in low-income families on 
average score 254 points lower on the SATs than 
students from middle or high-income families. For 

many, that’s the difference between no college and col-
lege, a state university and the Ivy League, or no scholar-
ship and lots of aid. Sadly, a student’s family income can 
be a deciding factor in his or her educational opportuni-
ties. This is a sad state of affairs for the millions of stu-
dents who come from disadvantage backgrounds, 
but Let’s Get Ready! (LGR), a campus volunteer 
organization, is working for change.

Relying on the efforts of Cornell student vol-
unteers, LGR provides 30 hours of free intensive 
SAT coaching to high school students from a wide 
range of backgrounds. Participating students also 
receive help selecting colleges, completing appli-
cations, and fi nding scholarships. LGR focuses 
its recruiting efforts toward students from low-
income backgrounds and those who will be the 
fi rst in their family to attend college, two factors statisti-
cally related to an achievement gap in higher education. 
Around one third of high-achieving students from low-
income families never make it to a four-year college and 
forgo the 87% higher average annual salary that comes 
with earning a bachelor’s degree.

Cornell is not the only university where students are 
empowering other students to change their lives. LGR 
is a national organization. The fi rst chapter began eight 

years ago with the effort of a few students at Harvard 
to strengthen community ties and share educational re-
sources. In 2000 the College Board, the company that 
administers the SAT, recognized the valuable work 
LGR performs to close the achievement gap, and it pro-
vided funding to expand the original program. Right 
now, LGR is at work in 22 communities, and over 3500 
students have completed LGR’s carefully developed 
program, increasing their SAT scores an average of 103 
points. The true measure of the program’s success is that 
92 percent of its graduates go to college directly after 
high school.

Cornell’s chapter began four years ago with the vision 
of Bethany Tong and Marquise McGraw, two students 

who had seen the program work at other 
schools and wanted to bring it to Ithaca. They 
had a rough time in the beginning, struggling 
to secure funding and fi nd a location for the 
program, as well as recruit and train coaches. 
Since Ithaca is a rural community and LGR 
had previously run programs only in urban 
environments, the founders faced many 
unique challenges recruiting and developing 
community support. After all their hard work 
only two high school students applied to the 

program in its fi rst cycle. Students were pressed for time 
and unwilling to commit 45 hours to an unproven pro-
gram. But a lot of persuading, hard work, rearranging 
of schedules, and recruitment, as well as partnerships 
with the Village at Ithaca, the Ithaca Youth Bureau, and 
Cornell’s Public Service Center, paid off when LGR 
managed to run a successful program with 12 graduates 
in the next cycle. The program has run three times since 
then and is growing each year. Last spring over 60 stu-

dents successfully completed the program.
While many Cornellians have spent the past few 

years forgetting the stressful process of applying to col-
lege, with its countless forms, test anxiety, and overall 
uncertainty, others of us have just arrived on campus 
to enjoy the outcome of all that work. For many of us 
having recently navigated the college-selection journey, 
we are authorities at applying to college, and I am ask-
ing you to use your hard-earned expertise to help Ithaca 
high school students from low-income families reach 
their own college dreams by volunteering as a coach for 
LGR.

Coaches choose from teaching math or verbal/writ-
ten SAT preparation coursework or guiding students 
through the college selection and application process. 
Typically, each coach volunteers once a week for six 
weeks, working with the same small group of students 
each time. All coaches receive training from the LGR 
national offi ce, and the head coaches hold curriculum 
meeting each week to ensure that all the coaches are 
well prepared for their roles.

Coaching is a mix of cheerleading, teaching, being a 
friend, and most importantly showing by example that 
all the effort to get into college is worth it. It is tough but 
fun. The fi rst year of Cornell’s LGR program, I taught 
SAT math to students with the lowest scores on the ini-
tial diagnostic exam, and this year I’m honored to serve 
as the project coordinator for LGR. I invite anyone in-
terested in participating to email me at letsgetready@
cornell.edu. Coach selection and training and student 
recruitment begin this fall in preparation of the spring 
program. Please join LGR and help close the achieve-
ment gap.

FEATURED PROGRESSIVE GROUP

BY VIVIAN MERKER

Interim Harvard University President Derek Bok made history when he abolished 
Harvard’s non-binding early admissions program. Cornell should follow in the 
spirit of Harvard’s example, and end its pernicious binding early decision program 

(ED).
Binding early programs like the one at Cornell admittedly give an advantage to 

applicants who apply early. According to Cornell, “Applying early shows enthusiasm 
for Cornell, which is taken into consideration in the admissions process.” Across the 
board, acceptance rates in ED programs are signifi cantly higher, and the qualifi cations 
of applicants who are accepted through ED programs are lower.

These programs favor privileged applicants in two important ways. First, privileged 
applicants tend to have access to better college counseling as high school students. 
College counselors at good public and private high schools are very cognizant of both 
the advantage that binding early admissions programs provide to applicants as well as 
an applicant’s realistic chance of being accepted through one of these programs; thus, 

they encourage qualifi ed applicants to apply early to the right schools, an advantage 
that the overworked guidance counselors at under-funded public high schools prob-
ably cannot provide. The result is that applicants from privileged backgrounds, who 
are able to draw on the resources of supportive schools and parents along with helpful 
college counseling, are generally in a better position to take advantage of both binding 
early admissions programs (like Cornell’s) and non-binding ones (like Harvard’s).

Secondly, ED applicants have to commit to a school before they can see what kind 
of fi nancial aid it will offer them, thereby losing the opportunity to compare fi nan-
cial offers from different schools. It follows that many students from underprivileged 
backgrounds with Ivy-league aspirations simply cannot afford the fi nancial gamble 
that is inherent in an ED application. As it stands, Cornell’s ED policy boils down to 
nothing more than a large break handed to those for whom the cost of attending col-
lege can be negotiated by simply writing a check.

The recently-eliminated program at Harvard addressed this concern because al-
though it required students to apply early to only one school, it did not bind them to 
Harvard upon acceptance; they could apply to other schools in the regular admissions 

cycle. Cornell’s program, on the other hand, is binding. Some 
critics, whose opinions were voiced in a Cornell Daily Sun 
editorial, see the solution as switching to a non-binding early 
admissions program like Harvard’s, which would help elimi-
nate the advantage of wealthy applicants while still partially 
preserving the increased applicant yield provided by early 
admissions programs (which is taken into consideration in 
the all important US News and World Report Rankings). The 
concerns underscoring such proposals center on the belief 
that in the open competition that would ensue if early admis-
sions were completely abolished, Cornell will be devastated 
in cross-admit battles with schools like Harvard and Princ-
eton.

These fears are not entirely ungrounded, but they miss the 
mark. Should the laudable goal of providing a fair application 
process to all applicants, regardless of what high school they 
attended and how much money their parents have, be placed 
behind worries about whether the number attached to our uni-
versity in a third rate general interest and news magazine is 
a 12 or a 13? To me, the answer is a clear no; if anything, 
Cornell should do more to help students from underprivileged 
backgrounds navigate the application process, not throw up 
barriers to make it more diffi cult. Besides, yield is only a 
small part of the US News ranking scheme, and eliminating 
ED would only affect the 1/3 of the class who applied early, 
many of whom are conceivably likely to have chosen Cor-
nell anyway because they designated it as their realistic fi rst 
choice by applying early in the fi rst place.

Switching from the binding ED to the non-binding EA 
would be a start, but the real solution is to have everyone ap-
plying and receiving their decisions at the same time. Let ap-
plicants be evaluated on what they can contribute to the uni-
versity and not when they fi ll out their application.

End Early Decision at Cornell
BY ANDY HOWLETT

> > The stress of college admissions should not be augmeneted by unfair programs.
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PAT ROBERTSON ON GLOBAL WARMING…POST 9/11: SAFER OR JUST 
THIRSTIER?…HARRIS:SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE, CONSTITUTION 

“LIES”…DIRTY TRICKS: GOP POLITICS AS USUAL

S o m e t h i n g ’ s  c o o k i n g  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  f e w  a r e  p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n .  N e w s  i s 

a weapon that can be wielded by foregrounding some stories, or, more pertinently, by burying others. 

TL staf f takes a look at the news items that aren’t always (or are no longer) front-page material.

THE BACK BURNER

Parched, Yes, but Are 
We More Secure?
As if the new ban on bringing cold-blooded reptiles onto planes weren’t 

bad enough, the Transportation Security Administration wants to ban us 
from bringing liquids onboard airplanes. The recent events at London airports 
prompted some quick changes to airport security policies around the world. 
The US, in particular, is stunning in its contiual display of ignorance in re-
sponse to terrorist attacks the world over.

Kudos to intelligence agencies that discovered the plot to bring down several 
London-based airplanes. They did great work, and, hopefully, they will con-
tinue to do so. But banning liquids? How is this — in any serious way — going 
to eliminate future terrorist threats on our airlines?

The airline industry has been fl oundering since Sept. 11th, 2001. Between the 
footage on TV and the US government’s new security policies, who wouldn’t 
be afraid to fl y? But how many of us have seen news stories about how easy 
it is to sneak things onto an airplane even in the wake of new airport security 
reforms? Enforcing current policies has been hard enough, and now we want to 
add more constraints.

Sure, we’re allowed to bring up to fi ve ounces of liquid if it helps our blood 
sugar, and we can even bring a whopping four ounces of non-prescription medi-
cation. But wouldn’t it be easy to hide ammonia and bleach in such contain-
ers? Couldn’t we just put time bombs concocted from the same liquids in our 
suitcases? The scenarios are endless, and the terrorists are good at what they 
do. They are one step ahead of us in creativity, but Americans must learn to 
live their lives in a new world order without submitting to the culture of fear 
perpetuated by an administration with political motives and news media with 
commercial motives.

Remember after Sept. 11th when all of these odd-and-end defense companies 
were the hot stock tips? Everyone wanted in on the company that made special 

bomb suits that we could keep with us at home or in the car. And the govern-
ment made sure that we bought all these new gadgets by making us think we 
were unsafe. I don’t mean to claim that the government’s intentions were so 
heinous, but that doesn’t change the effects of their actions. And the whole time, 
American airlines were taking a nosedive.

It is the responsibility of our intelligence organizations to discover plots like 
the one in London. But it is not a reasonable response to ban every single po-
tentially dangerous thing from an airplane. We are crippling the very industries 
which sustain this country. Gas prices are through the roof, and yet, we make it 
harder and harder for people to travel, and we scare them more and more into 
thinking that it is unsafe. Should we also ban pills because they can be dis-
solved into water to make potentially harmful liquids? Should we ban clothes 
with zippers that have sharp edges? The list could go on.

So, today, when an ill person goes to board an airplane and he has forgotten 
the doctor’s note for his prescription, the TSA admits that this situation is left 
up to the discretion of the security guard checking bags. Does that mean that 
if the owner of the medication is a frail-looking white woman that she will be 
allowed to keep her medication, while a scruffy and more dark-skinned man 
would not?

The day after the attempted attack in London, CNN ran a 5-minute segment 
every half-hour on the new TSA rules. And they are really complicated! No one 
would be able to memorize all of them. And who have we really protected by 
banning liquids? Resources and ingenuity are needed elsewhere (i.e. our loosely 
guarded nuclear power plants) if we really want to do something for Homeland 
Security.

Weatherman Pat
While the jury may still be out on global warming for the bona fi de skeptic 

that sits in the Oval Offi ce, the alarmists who support the consensus of the 
scientifi c community have found a new ally in their crusade to hawk their “ob-
jective” fi ndings. Pat Robertson, Christian broadcaster and staunch advocate for 
the assassination of Hugo Chavez, has jumped on the climate change bandwagon 
(now rumored to be a “hybrid” vehicle). On the August 2nd broadcast of “The 
700 Club,” Robertson cited the wave of scorching temperatures that the United 
States experienced this summer as unequivocal evidence that global warming is 
actually taking place.

Robertson has not always been a true believer—in global warming, that is. Up 
until his August 2nd conversion, the famed televangelist was an unabashed and 
self-described heretic of the doctrine. In October of 2005, Robertson derided the 
National Association of Evangelicals for teaming up with “far left environmental-
ists” in order to combat global warming. Hurricane Rita and Hurricane Katrina, 
well, they were God’s ways of expressing anger at the Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences for selecting Ellen DeGeneres to host the Emmy Awards. As 
Robertson so keenly observed, “By choosing an avowed lesbian for this national 
event, these Hollywood elites have clearly invited God’s wrath.” Ellen DeGe-
neres, who is a native of Louisiana, has yet to issue an apology.

Robertson has evidently been a hard nut to crack, but then again, the media 
has not exactly been doing its job in educating the public about climate change. 
Al Gore, in his award-winning documentary “An Inconvenient Truth,” cited evi-
dence that roughly half of all media dispatches in the United States cast doubt on 
global warming. But according to Naomi Oreskes, a history of science professor 
at UCSD, “Not a single paper in a large sample of peer-reviewed scientifi c jour-
nals between 1993 and 2003 refuted the consensus position, summarized by the 
National Academy of Sciences, that ‘most of the observed warming of the last 
50 years is likely to have been due to the increase in greenhouse gas concentra-
tions.’”

Who is to blame for this inexcusable discrepancy? We have a media that has 
elevated being “balanced” over being “factual,” one that gives equal time and 
weight to both legitimate scientifi c inquiries into global warming and the foolish 
musings of Pat Robertson. That isn’t entirely the truth, though. The media, in 
an effort to give the public a taste of all the viewpoints (regardless of their cred-
ibility), often actively seek out scientists who do not readily lend their support to 
the notion that global warming is real. Pat Michaels, a climatologist and profes-
sor at the University of Virginia, is one of the most oft-quoted skeptics of global 
warming. Last year, Michaels 
also received $150,000 in dona-
tions from coal-burning utilities. 
Confl ict of interest, anyone?

But I guess the debate is over. 
Pat Robertson is sweating his 
keister off, so you can bet the 
dickens that the righteous Fourth 
Estate, along with our scrupu-
lous leaders whom the media 
so adeptly hold to account, will 
fi nally wise up. Pat Robertson 
says, “We really need to address 
the burning of fossil fuels. It is 
getting hotter, and the icecaps 
are melting and there is a build-
up of carbon dioxide in the air.” 
Sounds like a good idea, Pat.

The scenarios are endless, and the terrorists are good at 
what they do.

> > Pat Robertson (mintruth.com)
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God’s Choice 2006
While Washington is busy trying to encourage Middle Eastern countries to adopt 

more secular governments, 2000 Presidential Election celebrity, former Florida 
Secretary of State, current US Representative in the House, and now candidate for the 
US Senate, Katherine Harris, stated to the Florida Baptist Convention’s newspaper that, 
“If you’re not electing Christians, then in essence you are going to legislate sin.” It is 
possible Harris is promoting this belief based on her study of the successful theocracies 
in the Middle East, not the one we had to invade because it allowed terrorists to live and 
train in its borders (Afghanistan) nor the one we do not have diplomatic relations with 
because its President wants to destroy Israel (Iran), but the other ones.

Harris went on to say that the separation of church and state is 
“a lie” and criticized the US as currently being a nation of “secular 
laws.” She referred both explicitly and in more subtle terms to the 
United States’ allowing women sovereignty over their bodies, not 
discriminating against individuals based on their sexuality, and 
killing those poor, cute embryos, so some guy can walk or a cer-
tain former President can enjoy his golden years.

Jewish Republicans took offense to Harris’ logic (which says 
that the Republican National Committee took a step toward pro-
moting sin when they elected Ken Mehlman, a Jew, to the post of 
chairman.) Maybe his supposed leanings toward sin are why he 
and other prominent Republicans refuse to support Harris’ bid for 
the Senate.

Harris, being the shrewd politician that she is, clarifi ed the gaffes 
by saying, “Separating religion and politics is wrong because God 
is the one who chooses our rulers.” So if she is not elected to the 
Senate it will mean God likes her moderate Democrat competitor 
Bill Nelson more than her? I believe it.

However, Harris does not deserve all the credit for making her-
self look like a complete wacko. Her interviewer from the news-
paper fi nished with the question, “If God asked you ‘why should 
you be let into heaven?’ what would you say?” I think we all have 
a pretty good idea as to what she said to this without us, your be-
loved TL staffers, repeating it.

The interview was a part of a special issue by the Florida Bap-
tist Convention exploring the views of candidates in primary elec-
tions in Florida. Surprisingly, these gaffes, a lack of support from 

Republican leaders in Florida, a 35 point lead by Nelson, and ties to convicted defense 
contractor, Wade Mitchell that have federal prosecutors at her door, has not stopped 
Harris from becoming the frontrunner in the Republican primary.

The media is quick to jump on Democrats for a supposed lack of ideas and disorga-
nization, but this midterm election cycle Republicans are increasingly being stuck with 
candidates like Harris. Apparently there are just not enough people in the Republican 
Party who can and will run cogently on the record of this Republican administration 
and Congress.

Watergate Bush-Cheney Style
Rick Santorum’s staffers fi ling briefs on behalf of 

the Green Party candidate can only mean one thing 
– that election season is upon us. As consultants me-
thodically focus test groups in malls, and politicians run 
around trying to appease anyone who will actually cast a 
ballot – quite a small proportion of Americans to begin 
with – a seminal question should be asked: Does George 
Allen even know what macaca means? No, that’s next 
month. The omnipresent question: What defi nes poli-
tics?

Going back to the last midterm elections, one event, or 
rather scheme stands out in this young perverted under-
graduate’s mind: the New Hampshire phone-jamming 
scandal and the horrible parallels it draws to Watergate, 
quite possibly the most damaging event to American 
political perception and attitudes in our history. With 
the 2002 midterm elections approaching, Rove and Co. 
found themselves determined to regain a majority in the 
Senate, which had been split right down the middle un-
til that weenie Jim Jeffords switched party allegiance to 
Independent. Cue James Tobin, a fi eld operative in the 
northeast. Tobin got in touch with GOP Marketplace, os-
tensibly a non-partisan fi rm, to head up a plan that would 
jam phone calls coming out of one of the headquarters 
of then Senate Democratic-nominee and former Gover-
nor of New Hampshire Jeanne Shaheen. And jam they 
did. From 11:30am until 1:30pm, phone lines at Gov. 
Shaheen’s get out the vote operation were jammed by 
repeated calls to each line that would hold on the line 
for fi ve seconds and then disengage. After Shaheen lost 
(to be fair, her margin of loss was calculated to have not 
been effected by the phone-jamming, but nonetheless), as 
well as national Democrats, details began to trickle out.

Tobin was subsequently sued by the Democrats in 
New Hampshire. For those that haven’t been sued lately, 
court costs are a bitch, so when Tobin racked up $2.5 
million in legal fees, who was there to pay for it? The 
Republican National Committee. Why you would ask? 
Who cares, because that’s money they can’t use to bash 
liberal pussies who oppose the war. But for the sake of 
the article, let’s delve further. As court proceedings went 
on, the phone calls of the Republicans themselves were 

brought into speculation as it came out that Tobin made 
repeated phone calls to then White House Director of 
Political Affairs, Ken Mehlman, from 11:00am until 
2:00am on the infamous day. Kenny said the phone calls 
concerned the state of the election in New Hampshire – 
not exactly a magnanimous denial of events. And then as 
Ken was promoted to director of the RNC, he made the 
decision to keep funding Tobin’s legal adventure, saying 
“it was right to honor that decision.” The White House, of 
course, has kept mum on the subject. Ken Lisaius claims 
“we don’t comment about ongoing legal proceedings, un-
less it’s Tom DeLay’s indictments, which we have a run-
ning folder of.” OK, that last part was made up, but the 
White House, as per always, has nothing to add. So what 
does this all add up to?

Dirty election tactics, legal fees being paid out of 
some sort of Republican slushfund, and a silent Presi-
dent. Watergate, Bush-Cheney style. The Muskie letter 
and the Plumbers, thieves paid for by the White House 
to rob the DNC, and Nixon’s 
tight-lipped, yet non-denial 
public statements are all events 
that took place 30 years ago, 
and have happened once again 
with different actors playing 
the same part, like the Broad-
way revival of Fiddler on the 
Roof, yet thankfully without 
Rosie O’Donnell.

But turning toward my Sor-
kin-esque idealistic overtones, 
I have found myself in a pre-
dicament. As much as I pray 
that Democrats are able to take 
over something in Washington 
(hell, County Sheriff looks 
good right about now), I want it 
done in an ethical way. Politics 
has become an apathetic issue 
to most in the country, and that 
is truly unfortunate. Govern-
ment and politics must become 

transparent, not swathed in metaphorical and simplistic 
overtones, and it must be looked upon as a laudable sym-
bol, a tool to make the lives of Americans better. Dare I 
say, if Democrats were faced with a takeover of Congress 
by engaging in an ethical gray-area of campaigning, I 
would say let the Republicans have it. The White House 
is ours in ’08 anyway. But more seriously, ethics, and 
spontaneity must return to politics. Politics should no 
longer be a dirty word, it should be a word that makes 
people smile. OK, not smile, that’s creepy, but a word 
that just doesn’t make people cringe. Perhaps some sort 
of romantic Deep Throat fi gure is needed to blow the 
whole process open again, but this time for the better. 
A politician forsaken by the system, some jackass that 
nobody has heard of, or someone who appeals and is able 
to mobilize the youth of America to get off their asses 
and do something collective. Maybe we can call him Ron 
Jeremy.

> > The Watergate Hotel  (arlingtoncap.com)

> > Katherine Harris, Florida Republican, believes that not voting for Republicans is just sinful. (washingtonpost.com)
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Offi cial Ballot of Unlikely Candidates
www.cuturnleft.org

It’s campaign season again. It’s time for negative ads, talking heads that never stop talking, campaign 
stops, and break-ins at Democratic headquarters. While we live for the circus that accompanies American 
electoral politics, there is one thing in particular that we here at TL eagerly anticipate every two years: the 
out-of-left-fi eld candidates that Americans have a knack for choosing. Whether it be a certain ex-wrestler 
becoming the governor of Minnesota or a couple of actors from California rocketing to political stardom, 
Americans love to make pop-culture icons into our political leaders. In the spirit of often not being able to 
tell the difference between a campaign debate and entertainment television, here are the Top 10 Unlikely 
Candidates Who Should Run this November:

5) Mr. T: He don’t take no shit, 
and you have to respect that.

3) Jesus: Why even pretend 
that there’s a separation be-
tween church and state?

4) Martin Sheen: Half of Ameri-
cans already think he’s 
President.

7) Stewie: Next to him, Bush’s 
attempts at world domination 
seem like child’s play.

1) Mel Gibson: He’s the closest 
thing to Jesus that’s still alive.

10) Chuck Norris: He’d round-
house kick al-Qaeda in the face.

9) Shaft: He’s one bad-ass mo-
tha… shut yo’ mouth!

8) The Dude: This aggression 
will not stand, man…y’know?

2) Jeffrey Lehman: We know 
care for the environment won’t 
affect his ability to govern.

6) King Kong: If one monkey 
can do the job, why can’t he?
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