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Democracy at Cornell
The Lackluster Politics of the SA

n like a lamb, out like a lion. It’s a line we
all learned as school children to describe
the weather of the month of March; but

when it comes to life at Cornell, that saying
takes on another meaning. I have watched
for three years as the student body sails
smoothly into March only to see the end of
the month torn to shreds by the discovery
of dirty dealings by Student Assembly
candidates. This year, I hope that the lion is
on its way out.

Last year, the majority of the Student
Assembly seats went uncontested in the
election, either to incumbent assembly
members or to their friends. This year,
however, there are nearly twice as many
candidates as last (up to 46 from last year’s
29), and the candidates seem to have come
from many different places on campus. I’m
also happy to say that, after reading the
statements at assembly.cornell.edu, many of

Portrait of a Prophet
A Muslim Perspective on

the Danish Cartoons

OI
the candidates seem determined to bring new
life to the Student Assembly. Many of the
best candidates on the list are students who
have never run for Student Assembly office
before. They will bring new ideas and a fresh
start to an institution that is best known for
shady electioneering and its officers coming
to meetings drunk. I have no grandiose
illusions about the Student Assembly being
able to save the world, but it has got to be
able to do more for undergraduates than it
has done in my time here.

What has the SA done this year? For
starters, it slashed the budget of Class
Councils a whopping 25%, cutting $12,000
from each class’ budget! Why did the SA
cut the funding for the only organization on
campus that serves the needs of each class
year? Tim Lim and his cronies pushed a
personal agenda against the officers of Class

See Democracy, page 11 See Portrait, page 13

nly a few weeks ago, a great
media circus worthy of the
Ringling Brothers made its

rounds across the world. The main at-
tractions were spelled out in big bold
letters: “Danish Cartoons!”
“Muhammad the Prophet of Islam!”
“Free Speech!!!”
It was a grand time. Some people

laughed, others
jeered, and no
sooner had they
arrived, then the
flocks of specta-
tors left in droves

to follow the next media sensation. Now
that the dust has settled, the fireworks
have been spent, and the razzle-dazzle
has fizzled out, the few spectators who

came to better their understanding are
left empty-handed. There was certainly
something to learn, but a media circus
is a form of entertainment not educa-
tion.

What if we sat down, amid the re-
mains of the disassembled circus tent,
and spoke rationally, critically, and
above all, compassionately? What if
being a better human actually mat-
tered? In the minds and lives of Bud-
dha, Jesus, Socrates, and Muhammad,
it did. They spent their entire lives striv-
ing to better themselves and others in
the hopes that the masses would care
to learn. Siddhartha Buddha taught the
Noble Eightfold Path, Jesus told his
people to love their enemy, and
Socrates sought the essence of  wis-

BY TORY LAUTERBACH
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Trials of Democracy

While the country  grapples with democracy on the national level, so too do Cornellians as Student Assembly elections approach.
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No Checks, No Balances, Big Problem

Death Penalty Awareness Week

Ithaca, NY- In front of a crowd of 75, mainly
populated by Ithaca natives, Congressman
Maurice Hinchey (D-NY) attacked the Bush
administration on a number of issues includ-
ing the war in Iraq, warrantless surveillance,
the Valerie Plame leak investigation, and the
Iranian nuclear development program. He laid
out a chronology of all that he believes has
gone wrong over the last five years of this
administration and why the Democrats haven't
been successful in countering the errant Re-
publican agenda.

 Hinchey was born and raised in New
York, enlisted in the U.S. Navy, paid his way
through college and then served 18 years in

the NY State Assembly. In 1992, he was elected
to represent the 22nd district of NY (which
includes the city of Ithaca) in the US House of
Representatives. He is considered by most to
be one of the most progressive members of
Congress. Hinchey was one of the first and
most outspoken opponents of the Iraq war.

He attacked the way in which the US got in-
volved in Iraq, saying that from the get-go,
"the principal component of this
administration's agenda was Iraq." Accord-
ing to Hinchey, Bush and his cabinet had their
sights set on Iraq even before they took of-
fice in 2001.  They then "used the attack of
September 11th to put their plans in motion,"
Hinchey declared. According to him, the ad-
ministration tried to draw a connection be-
tween the terrorists involved in 9/11 and
Saddam Hussein, even though they were told
repeatedly by American intelligence agencies
that no such tie existed.

 Another rationale that was given by
President Bush for invading Iraq was Saddam
Hussein's alleged program to build up a stock-
pile of weapons of mass destruction. Hinchey
described how Bush continued to infuse this
theory into the minds of many Americans de-
spite the fact that our intelligence showed no
evidence of a nuclear weapons program be-
ing developed in Iraq. Hinchey asserted that
Bush has and will continue to use fear as a
tactic to further his policy goals in Iraq and on
other domestic and foreign fronts.

After discussing the situation in Iraq,
Hinchey then moved on to today's hot topic
in Washington, domestic spying. He remarked
that there is no reason for the administration
to bypass the FISA court that was set up ex-
plicitly to give the executive branch authority
to engage in domestic wiretapping.  Accord-
ing to FISA, which was adopted in 1978 and
revised by a bipartisan committee after 9/11 to
grant the executive more leeway in its ability
to track terrorists, the president has 72 hours
to report any domestic spying activity to the
court after such surveillance has been initi-

Ithaca, NY- On a cold Monday afternoon,
as students on Ho Plaza listened to an array
of speakers discuss racism in our
community, a national campaign related to
the same raged on. Monday, February 27
marked the beginning of Death Penalty
Awareness Week. Groups like the National
Lawyers Guild, Amnesty International, and

the International
Socialist Organization
have formed a coalition
together with
Campaign to End the
Death Penalty (CEDP)
to fight against what

they believe to be the racist and unjust
institution of the death penalty.

Since the reinstatement of the death
penalty in 1976, over 1,000 Americans have
been executed, and over 3,400 sit on death
row today. In 2004, the United States ranked
among the top four countries in the world,
along with China, Iran, and Vietnam in most
executions. CEDP strives to bring an end to
the death penalty in the United States.

CEDP bases their opposition to the use
of the death penalty on five major points.
First, they believe that the death penalty
does not deter violent crime. They cite FBI
data that has shown that states without the
death penalty tend to have lower homicide

BY SHAI AKABAS AND ETHAN FELDER

BY AMY SCHIMPF AND

HECTOR TARRIDO-PICART

ated. Hinchey referred to Bush's 2004 cam-
paign speech in Buffalo where the President
clearly declared "that it is against the law to
engage in surveillance without a court order."
From this quotation, Hinchey held that it was
obvious that Bush knowingly violated the law
when he ordered warrentless domestic spy-
ing on American citizens.  Returning to his
point that fear drives policy for this adminis-
tration, he bluntly stated that, "it is based on
fear that they believe they can continue to get
away with violations of the law."

 After lecturing for about half an hour,
the congressman took numerous questions

Campaign to End the Death Penalty in Full Swing
rates than those which utilize the death
penalty. Further, they cite research that has

found a significant increase in the murder
rate after the reintroduction of the  death
penalty following a 25-year moratorium.
Secondly, the campaign is based on the
belief that the death penalty constitutes
“cruel and unusual punishment” and is thus
a violation of the Eighth Amendment. CEDP
also contends that the death penalty
condemns the innocent and points to the
fact that over 100 individuals have been
released from death row over the past 30
years.

There are also socio-economic reasons
for CEDP's opposition. They point to the
fact that over 90 percent of defendants in
capital crimes cases cannot afford to hire an
experienced criminal defense lawyer to
represent them. Further, they point to
statistics about race to say that the death

penalty disproportionately affects African
Americans. African Americans make up 12
percent of the population but represent 42
percent of those on death row. Further, while
statistics show that equal numbers of whites
and blacks are killed in the US, 80 percent of
death penalty cases involve a white victim.

The campaign kicked-off with a
screening of the movie The Farm: Life Inside
Angola Prison which discussed the issue of
racism in the application of the criminal
justice system by giving a case study of
Louisiana’s Angola Prison. On Tuesday,
Amnesty International sponsored letter-
writing at College Town Bagels to protest
the reinstitution of the death penalty in New
York State, which declared it
unconstitutional in 2004. There
was a death penalty forum on
Wednesday night which brought
together professors from the Law
School to debate the merits of a
moratorium on the death penalty
against the total abolition of capital
punishment in the United States.

Thursday night was the
largest event of the weeklong
series, with speaker Shujaa
Graham, a former Black Panther
and exonerated death row inmate
speaking to a crowd about his
belief in the racism of the criminal
justice system and how, moving
forward, capital punishment may

Congressman Maurice Hinchey visits Ithaca to Talk About White House, Congress

Congressman Maurice Hinchey (D-NY) greets constituents in Vestal’s farmer market.
(www.house.gov)
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be abolished.
Tonight, Todd Chretien, Green Party

candidate from California for the US Senate
will speak at 7:30pm. As the main organizer
to save Crips founder-turned-activist and
Nobel Peace Prize nominee Stan “Tookie”
Williams from the death penalty, Chretien
will be the culminating speaker in the week
of protest and will be addressing the
systematic nature of the death penalty and
its connection to larger issues like the War
on Iraq.

The first CEDP meeting after this week will
be on Mondayin Goldwin Smith 136 at 7pm.

Hinchey bluntly stated
that ‘it is based on fear
that they believe they
can continue to get
away with violations of
the law.’

from the audience in what resembled a town
hall meeting. One question came from Daniel
Eskinazi '09, who asked about what the US
should do about Iran's nuclear proliferation
program. Hinchey responded that, "we
should be doing everything we can to pre-
vent Iran from developing a nuclear weapon."
He then went on to denounce the Bush ad-
ministration for not focusing enough on the
Iranian problem because of his misguided
occupation of Iraq.

Since the reinstatement
of the death penalty in
1976, over 1,000
Americans have been
executed ...

TL

The number of Americans sentenced to death
has been in the thousands since the 1980’s.
(prisonpolicy.org)
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Turn Left Statement on the West
Campus Stabbing

In the wake of the tragic Feb. 18
th
 stabbing of a black Union College student by

a white Cornell student on West Campus, Cornell is currently grappling with some very
serious issues involving race, violence, and inter-community relationships.

Amidst calls for unity across campus, we have also seen those who have
questioned whether or not this campus can truly ever be unified, who doubt whether or
not true understanding and compassion will resonate both within and across distinct
groups.

Yet, as President Rawlings noted on Tuesday night during a forum held to
discuss the stabbing, as horrific and unfortunate as this act of violence may be, Cornell is
also uniquely suited to take this moment to pause and reflect on the oft-forgotten, the
issues and problems which continue to affect everyone on this campus and in this nation.

This realization has certainly hit home at Turn Left.  The suspect in the
stabbing— Nathan Poffenbarger ’08— was a member of the Turn Left news staff, having
joined the organization in the previous fall.  Since then, he has written two news articles
and one feature article for the paper.   The TL staff remains stunned that Mr. Poffenbarger
had the propensity to commit such a violent act.    We are, however, pleased to hear that
the victim, Charles Holiday, is well on the road to recovery. We extend our best wishes to
Mr. Holiday, and we hope that we will be able to join him in opening a greater dialogue.

Regardless of whether or not this act of violence was perpetrated by one of our
members, Turn Left always condemns both racism and violence, and we are saddened to
see that both of these afflictions are still present in our communities, even among those
who seemingly oppose such acts.  This is not the time to further entrench divisions across
campus.  This is a time for all of us to recognize the problematic undercurrents which
leave no facet of society untouched.  Whether this is with regards to acts of violence,
racism, hate, division, or mistrust between groups, we hope that the campus community
will take this opportunity to reflect on how best Cornell and the nation can responsibly
and respectfully address these issues.

Ithaca, NY- The Willard Straight Hall Memo-
rial Room was packed this past Tuesday
evening as Interim President Hunter Rawlings
III led a forum to discuss issues of race and
violence at Cornell.  The forum comes in the
wake of the February 18th stabbing in which
Cornell student Nathan Poffenbarger as-
saulted a visiting African-American student
from Union College, Charles Holiday, with a
knife, puncturing his lung in an act which, as
President Rawlings put it, “clearly had racial
overtones.”

The forum, which lasted well over two
hours, was in large part a dialogue between
President Rawlings and the Cornell commu-
nity.  Other notable participants in the forum
included Tompkins Country District Attorney
Gwen Wilkinson, JA administrator Mary Beth
Grant LAW ’88, and Provost Biddy Martin, all
of whom provided terse descriptions of legal
and technical matters involving the
Poffenbarger case, as well as the measures,
past and present, being taken at Cornell with
regard to general race and ethnicity issues in
the Cornell community.  Provost Martin addi-
tionally defended university policies and prac-
tices regarding such issues.

A central point of discussion involved
the need for campus-wide responsibility for
improving the racial climate at Cornell.  “Be-
ing concerned about racism should be a con-
cern for everyone,” said Salah Hassan, asso-
ciate professor and Academic Director in
Cornell’s Africana Studies and Research Cen-
ter.  President Rawlings echoed these senti-
ments: “there needs to be more responsibility
in addressing each other [on campus].  We
also need to be looking at these issues criti-
cally and analytically, instead of off the cuff,
which is the easy thing to do.”

The role of campus publications in pro-
moting a healthy racial environment was
talked about at length during the middle of
the meeting.  Many participants of the gath-
ering, including President Rawlings, were vo-
cally critical, both implicitly and explicitly, to-
ward the Cornell American, one of the conser-
vative publications on campus.

The American, which last semester pub-
lished an issue entitled “The Color of Cornell’s
Crime- Unmasking the Face of Ithacompton,”
is, according to many community members
who were present at the forum, failing in its

Race Issues at Cornell Come to
Forefront at Willard Straight
Calls For Greater Campus-Wide Responsibility

are Heard in the Wake of Stabbing

BY JOSHUA PERLMAN

- In an 8-0 decision this past Tuesday, the Supreme Court ruled that abortion clinics
cannot depend on federal extortion and racketeering laws to prevent
demonstrations.

- A recent nationwide telephone poll indicates that Americans would accept a
gasoline tax increase if such a tax achieves measurable results.

- This past Monday, the Utah House of Representatives voted against a bill that
called for challenging Darwinian evolutionary theory in high school science
courses.

- Charles Grassley, Republican senator from Iowa, has called for the Red Cross to
overhaul its Board in the interest of focusing more specifically on disaster relief.

- The Bush administration has asked Congress to approve a $1.46 billion flood
control project in the New Orleans area. The project would include two gates to
close off navigational canals along with more durable “armored” levies.

- The State of Connecticut has authorized the distribution of discounted
Venezuelan heating oil by social service agencies to low-income residents.

- Addressing concerned governors this past Monday, President Bush said that the
short-handed National Guard units across the country would be restored to full
strength shortly.

- The Federal Government recently agreed to pay a $300,000 settlement to Ehab
Elmaghraby, an Egyptian citizen who was detained for nine months in a federal
detention center in Brooklyn, NY following the 9/11 terrorist attacks and was
subsequently deported after being cleared of terrorist links.

- Recent CBS polls suggest that Americans are adamantly opposed to the Bush
administration’s authorization of the Dubai Ports World corporation to operate in
American ports and are becoming more pessimistic of the situation in Iraq.

- Newly released records show that Coast Guard officials had expressed concerns
regarding security risks linked to the management of port operations by the Dubai
Ports World, including the backgrounds of employees for the company.

- Officials from the National Counterterrorism Center say that their operations
continue to be hampered by turnover of upper-level employees, overlap of
responsibilities, and bureaucratic tensions.

BY JOSHUA PERLMAN

National
News Bulletin

responsibility to the Cornell community.  Presi-
dent Rawlings articulated this point in the
context of freedom with responsibility: “there
have been publications that have undercur-
rents, or I would say, over-currents of race-
baiting with an intention to provoke.   I, for
one, find that quite dangerous and reprehen-
sible.  Just because you have the right to say
something doesn’t mean that you don’t have
the responsibility that comes with that free-
dom. Frankly, a lot of that stuff is trashy, and
I’m not afraid to say it.  If you just publish
trash, then you are trashy.  And we have some
people here who are not responsible.”  Presi-
dent Rawlings went on to say “I think it would
make a good statement if the Student Assem-
bly said we didn’t want to fund this.”

Prevalent throughout the meeting was a
sense of frustration over a perceived lack of
progress in race relations and equality, both
on campus and nationally.  One audience
member said “I don’t accept the idea that in-
stitutional racism doesn’t exist [at Cornell].”
Another audience member noted that “this is
a historical problem, this is why this incident
is so sensational.”  Cornell American Editor-
in-Chief Eric Shive ‘07 took a different view of
the situation, arguing that there has been more
of a response to the recent stabbing as com-
pared to an assault last year in which several
black females (from outside the Cornell com-
munity) assaulted a white Cornell female fol-
lowing a Ludicras concert: “white on black
crime is treated differently [than black on white
crime],” said Shive.  “To say that this is not
hypocrisy is ridiculous.”

Perhaps the most spirited and charged
commentary of the evening came from Felicia
Kornegay, a female African-American staff
member in the department of Chemical and
Biomolecular Engineering.  Kornegay ex-
pressed immense frustration regarding the
state of race-relations at Cornell, explaining
that she has seen the same patterns time and
again all over the country and is frustrated
that such patterns persist even at an Ivy
League institution at Cornell. “I want to hear
something new, different, and innovative,”
said Kornegay.  “The people sitting behind
me, from the Cornell American, or whatever,
are culturally insensitive...this is not about
black, this is not about white…this is about
consideration [for other human beings].”

Interim President Hunter Rawlings speaks with concerned students after a forum on
the campus stabbing held this past Tuesday.  (Wayne Huang / TL)
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Africa:
-Sudan-Chad war breaks out; refugees pour into war-ravaged Darfur in Sudan –
Landmark talks between Ivorian government and rebels to work out peace deal – Avian
influenza found in Nigerian chicken farm – UN forces in Congo in “heavy fighting” –
Ugandan opposition leader disputes poll results that indicate victory for incumbent
Museveni-

Americas:
-65 Mexican miners die in coal mine tragedy, families blame lax safeguards in mine –
Haitian elections result disputed – Honduras declares healthcare emergency due to
shortage of drugs – Chilean court denies bail for Alberto Fujimori, former President of
Peru-

I n t e r n a t i o n a l

News Bulletin
BY BEN SELIGMAN

Asia/Pacific:
-Taiwanese President Chen Shui-bian scraps unification guidelines and council,
prompting diplomatic uproar from Beijing – Thai opposition parties boycott snap
elections called by PM Thaksin Shinawatra – After 13 years, deflationary economy seen
ending in Japan – Philippines President Gloria Arroyo escapes coup attempt,
perpetrators arrested – Kazakh authorities claim government ordered recent murders of
opposition politicians – India gears up for Bush visit, with high expectations on
cooperation over nuclear technology – Afghan troops in stand-off in prison riot-

Europe:
-Armed bandits in Britain who stole £53 million from security warehouse are
apprehended – British historian David Irving, who denies Holocaust, sentenced to 3
years imprisonment by Austrian court – German cat dies of avian influenza – EU
approves emergency aid packages to Palestine to aid caretaker government and to
breakaway Northern Cyprus – Turkey alarmed by Iraqi violence-

Middle East:
-400 die in week of violence in Iraq, initiated by bombing of Shiitie Samarra Shrine – Iran
insists on maintain uranium enrichment program on own soil, despite agreements with
Russians – Saddam trial to resume with new memo indicating Saddam’s approval of
massacre of 140 civilians – Saudi security forces kill five people suspected of
participating in attacks on oil pipelines-

Book Warns Cornell Prof. ‘Dangerous’ to U.S.

Ithaca, NY- According to a new book by
conservative political pundit David
Horowitz, students had better start watch-
ing out for Matthew Evangelista, Professor
of Government and Director of the Peace
Studies Program at Cornell.

Horowitz’s book— The Professors:
The 101 Most Dangerous Academics in
America— accuses Evangelista and other
prominent professors of being among the
most radical liberal academics in the coun-
try. According to the book jacket, the rash
of liberals in the classroom are symptom-
atic of a “shocking and perverse culture of
academics who are poisoning the minds of
today's college students.”

Evangelista is the only Cornell profes-
sor who made Horowitz’s list. Other no-
tables profiled in The Professors include
Noam Chomsky (MIT), Ward Churchill (Uni-
versity of Colorado at Boulder), Juan Cole
(University of Michigan), and Richard Falk
(Princeton). Columbia, Horowitz’s alma
mater, topped his list, with a total of nine
professors.

Professor Evangelista specializes in se-
curity policy and transnational movements,
especially between the US and the former
Soviet Union. He studied History and Rus-
sian Literature as an undergraduate at
Harvard and received his Ph.D. in Govern-
ment from Cornell in 1986.

Like many of the other “Horowitz 101”
profs, Evangelista found out about the list
from his colleagues. Although he expressed
a wish that the targeted professors would
simply ignore Horowitz’s book, Evangelista
added that The Professors “reflects
[Horowitz’s] usual blend of innuendo and
distortion, and I would hope that most read-
ers would recognize that.”

One of the charges that Horowitz lev-
ied against Evangelista was regarding his
GOVT 383: “The Cold War” class. Horowitz
wrote that “Professor Evangelista has predi-
cated an entire course around his idiosyn-
cratic account of the Cold War’s end."

However, Evangelista points to the
course description on the Government
Department’s website, which he said “makes
clear that the course is not based on my
views of end of the Cold War, but ‘it seeks
to evaluate the competing explanations that
political scientists and historians have put
forward to explain the Cold War by drawing
on the new evidence that has become avail-
able.’”

Evangelista also denied Horowitz’s
charge that he was politically biased in the
classroom.

“Horowitz refers to the ‘overtly one-

sided character’ of my teaching, without
presenting any evidence whatsoever,”
Evangelista said. “Instead, my teaching style
emphasizes contending explanations for po-
litical phenomena and my courses air a wide
range of views, including presentations by
guest speakers. The last time I taught my
course on the Cold War, for example, the
class heard presentations from former offi-
cials in the US Central Intelligence Agency
and Department of State.”

Scott Paltrowitz ’03, currently a student
at Harvard Law School, said that in his ex-
perience, “Professor Evangelista was an en-
gaging, thought-provoking, and student-
friendly professor,” while Alex Ovodenko
’06 agreed that Evangelista has not sought
to impose his political beliefs on students.

“I have known him for almost three
years, as a student in a class of his, as an
advisee on independent studies, and as an
advisee on my senior thesis,” Ovodenko
said, “Never once did he demonstrate a
political bias. Professor Evangelista has al-
ways welcomed my views and never re-
jected views students had in the class for
which I had him as an instructor.”

“It's absurd, in my opinion, to consider
Professor Evangelista dangerous,” re-
marked Odette Mucha ’05, a student and
former Evangelista advisee, “his teaching
and his books that I've read are academic,
professional and balanced to the utmost
degree…. [W]hat scares me is that a
professor’s rather moderate teaching can
be considered dangerous.”

Evangelista also contends that
Horowitz made sloppy characterizations of
his views on the Iraq War and his role in
campus anti-war events. In the book,
Horowitz wrote that “In February 2003, Pro-
fessor Evangelista played a key role in or-
ganizing a series of anti-war events called
‘Week against War.’”

Evangelista says that while he had oc-
casionally accepted invitations to speak at
Cornell anti-war events, he had played no
organizational role in any of them.

In another example of the book’s inac-
curacy, Evangelista points to a quote that
Horowitz had attributed to him, that “the
terrorists were avenging the grievances of
the oppressed.” However, Horowitz’s cita-
tion pointed to a non-existent Cornell Daily
Sun article.

Instead, the actual words were taken
from an article written by Joe Sabia ’97 Ph.D.
’04 on the conservative
FrontPageMag.com. “Typical of Sabia’s
style is his attribution to me of a view that I
have never expressed in language that I
would never use,” Evangelista said.

Horowitz is best known for authoring

the Academic Bill of Rights, which would
give politicians the power to determine
whether or not university courses are “bal-
anced.” He insists that The Professors is
“not intended as a text about left-wing bias
in the university and does not propose that
this bias is necessarily a problem.”

Instead, Horowitz claims that the book
targets “the intellectual corruption of uni-
versities” perpetrated by “terrorists, racists,
and Communists” who have systematically
discriminated against conservative stu-
dents and faculty.

However, Evangelista said that
Horowitz had a “naïve and uninformed per-
spective” on his role in departmental pro-
motion reviews and faculty search commit-

BY WAYNE Y. HUANG tees. “I have only one vote,” Evangelista
noted, “and there are several subsequent
evaluations above the level of our depart-
ment that help assure that such decisions
are made according to the faculty members’
teaching and research qualifications, not
their political affiliations.”

At the very least, Evangelista might be
able to take comfort in a “Vote for the Worst”
online poll posted on FrontPageMag.com.
As of this week, Evangelista had received
only two votes, while Columbia’s Todd Gitlin
topped the list with 58,745 votes.

TL
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The True Cost of the War in Iraq

BY ALEXANDRA BERKE

Ithaca, NY- In September 2004, Dr. Les Rob-
erts entered Iraq expecting to do a survey
on disease and malnutrition; instead he con-
ducted the first on-the-ground survey of
the number of dead Iraqi citizens.  Roberts'
work would later be published in the Lan-
cet, a British medical journal. As a physi-

cian and epidemiologist, Dr. Roberts rou-
tinely travels the world collecting demo-
graphic data about the dead or sick in war-
torn nations such as the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo and Rwanda, teaching at Co-
lumbia and Johns Hopkins schools of Pub-

lic Health in the meantime. Last Monday, in
a presentation organized by Cornell for
Peace and Justice, Dr. Roberts explained his
methodology and dissected press coverage
of his study, which had calculated the Iraqi
civilian casualty rate at about 100,000.

Dr. Roberts explained that statisticians’
methods in war zones and tracking outbreaks
for infectious diseases show that it is “statis-
tically powerful” to survey just clumps of 30
people in 25 to 30 geographically diverse lo-
cations. To find a clump, Dr. Roberts and his
team of Iraqi colleagues randomly chose 30
villages from around Iraq. When they reached
the village, they would drive around its perim-
eter while mapping it with a GPS device; they
would then superimpose a grid over the vil-
lage and choose a random point. From that
random point, they would survey the closest
30 houses.

Door-to-door surveying is virtually
unheard of in Iraq, but only five houses out of
the one thousand surveyed refused to par-
ticipate. Dr. Roberts began going with the in-
terviewers into homes, but in one village the
interviewers accidentally knocked on the door
of the governor and the police came for the

interviewers. Dr. Roberts was fairly sure that
he was to become the reason for his col-
leagues’ death. Luckily they were released,
but from that point on he had no more face to
face contact with the surveyors, staying in
his hotel room all day and speaking to them
by phone at night.

Generally two interviewers would go to
the door, a man and a woman so that whoever
answered would feel comfortable talking. They
used January 1st, 2002 as a pre-invasion
baseline, asking “who lives here now?” and
has “anyone been born, died or moved out
since then?” By using this method, each
household was compared to itself before and
after the US invasion.

Dr. Roberts and his team found that the
death rate was two times higher when US sol-
diers were in Iraq compared to before the in-
vasion. The main cause of death post-inva-
sion was violence, with most violent deaths
were attributed to the coalition, not to the in-
surgents. Surprisingly, only three deaths in-
volved soldiers with guns, the other deaths
were attributed to various munitions that fell
out of the sky or blew up on the ground. After
gathering all the data, Dr. Roberts found that
there was a normal distribution rate among
the deaths surveyed, which is generally good
news for statistical purposes, except for one
outlying number of extremely high deaths from
a neighborhood in Fallujah. That one neigh-
borhood in Fallujah slightly skewed the data,
allowing Dr. Roberts to say with 90% certainty
that at least 40,000 Iraqi civilians had died post-
invasion, but expected that the number was
truly closer to 100,000. In the study Dr. Rob-
erts admitted that he could not be certain of
the 100,000 number, but that it seemed prob-
able and should be confirmed by another
source.

The report came out on September 20th,
2004, just one week before the US presidential
election. In Europe it made quite a splash in
the press, where it appeared on the front cover
of most papers and was used by reporters to
pepper British Prime Minister Tony Blair with
questions three times. In fact, British Foreign
Minister Jack Straw wrote a five-page re-
sponse to the survey, implying that the Brit-
ish government took it quite seriously. In the
US, there were articles in the Washington Post
and on page A-8 of the New York Times, but
due to Dr. Roberts’ acknowledgement that he
had been opposed to the invasion of Iraq, the
study was quickly dismissed as the work of
an activist.

Instead of using the 100,000 number,
President George Bush and the American me-

Author of Study Says Approximately 100,000 Dead Iraqi Citizens

Iraqi colleagues say the
situation is becoming less
secure, limiting the feasi-
bility for further surveys.

Scholars Argue that Executive Power in War on Terror Does not Give the Administration a Free Pass

Ithaca, NY- President Bush's wiretapping
program has been the source of much debate
these days.

A political discussion was on the agenda
this past Wednesday afternoon in the Hollis
E. Cornell Auditorium of Goldwin Smith Hall,
as three Cornell professors came together in a
panel for the benefit of concerned members of
the Cornell community. The event, sponsored
by the Cornell American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU), addressed the issue of executive
power in the War on Terror, and in particular,
how it has been exercised in a way contrary to
how it was contemplated in the Constitution.

The panel included Steven Clymer,
Professor of Law; Trevor Morrison, Assistant
Professor of Law; as well as Elizabeth Sanders,
Professor of Government. The discussion

BY JOSHUA PERLMAN

Three CU Professors Agree: Bush has Overstepped his Authority

centered primarily on the Bush
administration’s eavesdropping program,
under which wiretapping is conducted in the
absence of warrants or court orders. The
stated aim of the program is to expedite the
flow of critical, and possibly lifesaving
information relating to international terrorism.

Notable throughout the discussion was
the general agreement that the Bush
administration had overstepped its executive
bounds through its wiretapping program and
that this overstep may well prove dangerous.
Specifically, panelists expressed concerns
about the integrity of our systems of checks
and balances. “How, if at all, will the [Supreme]
Court find a way to review this activity?” asked
Dr. Morrison, struggling to think of checks to
the current administration. “I’m not sure that
Congress is up to the task.” On the same
subject, Dr. Sanders noted that “Bush has been

particularly careful of who he has appointed
to the Supreme Court…[the justices] all have
expansive views of executive power.”

Dr. Clymer addressed the question of
executive authority more directly, with
particular consideration for the controversial
notion that a President’s authority trumps
other authority during times of war. “When
Congress passed FISA [Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act] it was thinking about what
might happen during times of war…It says if
you want to wiretap in the US, you need to get
a court order to do so.” The Bush
administration argues that it has constitutional
powers that trump FISA and that other
presidents have used such authority in the
past. FISA has been on the books since 1978.

Also addressed in the discussion was the
interaction between wartime and the
presidency. Dr. Sanders proved herself to be
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very impassioned on this subject. “War is the
health of the presidency. War is the tonic of
presidential power,” said Dr. Sanders. She
further elaborated: “Presidents prefer war to
peace…they use [wars] to squelch public
dissent…they find that war is a good way to
win congressional elections.”

Dr. Sanders argued that it is not only the
method of information gathering which needs
further scrutiny, but also what is being done
with the information, essentially, “what
happens to citizens and people who pass
through Kennedy Airport.” Sanders cited the
combination of questionable information
gathering and torture, two issues central to
the current administration's efforts in the War
on Terror, as especially troublesome.

Roberts’ study concludes that Iraqi death rates were significantly higher than
initially estimated.  (The Lancet / Washington Post)

dia- including the New York Times and NPR-
often cite the number of 15,000 dead Iraqi ci-
vilians. This calculation is compiled by Iraqi
Body Count, a British organization that counts
the number of deaths reported in the newspa-
per. This seems likely to be an undercount
because, as Dr. Roberts pointed out, “report-
ers have an aversion to being killed… press
coverage becomes less complete the more vio-
lent it becomes.” This was not meant as a
criticism, but more as a reality check about
how realistic that count could be. In the Middle
Eastern press, a much different number is of-
ten computed through the use of morgue data,
which counts 400-500 violent deaths a day.
According to Dr. Roberts “morgue data makes
it look worse than it really is,” but we should
be cognizant of the fact that the American
public and the public in the Middle East are
getting very different pictures of what the war
looks like.

When asked what he would have done
differently if he could re-release his data, Dr.
Roberts had a list of things that he has clearly
thought about often. Firstly, he said that he
would be less secret about the study, recruit-
ing people to battle the media spin with him.
He had been very concerned about his Iraqi
colleagues’ safety and so had refrained from
talking too much about the study before it
was released, although he noted that the Ira-
qis were certain in their effort and felt that it
was “Allah’s work” to gather and release this
information. Also, instead of presenting the
controversial 100,000 count, he would framed
it as an increase in violence, eliminating the
conservative number that seemed to make the
whole study soft in the eyes of the media.

When asked about what should hap-
pen now in Iraq, Dr. Roberts asked why they
thought the United States was there, a per-
ception that he shared with the Iraqis he met.
Not a single person he spoke to mentioned
Saddam Hussein or weapons of mass destruc-
tion. Every Iraqi he spoke to said they thought
oil had something to do with it, and many of
them believed that the US wanted to create an
anarchic state to fight their battles within so
that terrorists would fight Americans in Iraq
instead of on US territory. Dr. Roberts sug-
gested that the US prohibit American compa-
nies from doing business in Iraq so that the
Iraqi people believe that Americans had no
long-term incentives to stay in Iraq. Accord-
ing to his Iraqi colleagues who are still there,
the situation is becoming increasingly less
secure, thus limiting the feasibility for quality
data collection to take place.

TL
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Bush Administration Reaching New Lows in Policies and Polls
BY EVAN MARSHAK
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

President Bush's poll
numbers reflect an angry
populace, and it is high-
time for change.
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t’s not like we really didn’t know what
was happening. We just didn’t have a
smoking gun. Anyone who took the time

to read about the USA PATRIOT Act saw
what was coming – though it probably started
before the bill actually passed. Time and time
again, the administration has exploited the
September 11 attacks for political capital. Af-
ter manipulating public sentiment so as to

find a large enough coalition to support go-
ing to war in Iraq — a country whose former
leader, Saddam Hussein, has recently received
criticism from Osama bin Laden – the next
move was clear. Taking their cues from the
Stalinists, as the Bush administration is known
to do, the next step was spying on American
civilians.

The Washington Post recently reported
that 5,000 people in the last four years have
had their conversations recorded without a
warrant. That is wasn’t enough that there were
no warrants, sources also told the Post that
fewer than 40 of those people’s correspon-
dences proved to merit such surveillance.
From both sides of the aisle, members of Con-
gress have called for the government to be
more forthcoming with information about the
spying program, but the administration has
resisted.

There is a government framework in place
for integrating judicial review into the
government's secret operations. The Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court appoints mem-
bers of a secret court — not in the utmost of
democratic spirit, but arguably necessary to
conduct intelligence operations — and the
court reviews, in secret, the evidence pre-
sented to them and will approve or deny a
warrant. Yet, the Bush administration was not
satisfied with secret courts. They had to by-
pass the only check that was on their power.
And why? One can only speculate that the
reason for this breach of trust is that the ad-
ministration knows that what they are doing
is wrong.

At their lowest, Presidents Reagan and
Clinton had two-term approval ratings of 63.5
and 57 percent, respectively. And neither of
them did anything this low. Liberals and con-
servatives can squabble all they want over
the ups and downs of the two presidents, but
the bottom line is that each governed a nation
that was relatively in support of their leader-
ship, and still both of them had constituen-
cies in Congress to answer to. President Bush
does not even heed the words of Republi-
cans in Congress — and we are not just talk-
ing about the likes of moderate Republicans
like Arlen Specter (R-PA). Majority Leader
Senator Bill Frist (R-TN) is working on a com-
promise that would incorporate some sort of
oversight on the president's spying program.
That is a big deal! If Frist, who should be
something of Bush's right-hand-man in Con-
gress, is not willing to go to bat for the presi-
dent, then how is he able to implement so
many of his insidious policies?

One thing is for sure, and that is that he is
not doing it with a high approval rating. The
president's approval rating stands at a mere
34 percent. If one-third of American citizens
really approved of the president, that would
be all right — not a great thing — but at least

h e
w o u l d
be rep-
resent-
ing the
i n t e r -
ests of
s o m e .
B u t
c o n -
s i d e r
t h i s :
P r e s i -
d e n t
Nixon's
a p -
p rova l
rating at
its low-
est was
27.5 per-
centage
points.
T h a t
means that there is a solid base of around 27
percent of the population that basically just
thinks the president is doing a swell job no
matter what happens. (The Nixon number is
six months prior to his resignation!) That puts
Bush's “marginal” approval rating at a mere 7
percentage points of people who do not
blindly support the president. Or maybe so-
ciety has changed, and 34 percent of the
population doesn't care. Either way, it's pretty
low.

President Bush has been a lame-duck
since he took office in 2001. He has the money
and the resources (read: Dick Cheney and Karl
Rove) to implement the policies that he wants
without having to worry about recourse from
the Congress. Republicans are happy that
they have a president in office, and what do
they care if he occasionally goes a little too
nuts and drives the country to the right? It
only meant that the Democrats would either
have to run a right-leaning or wishy-washy
and non-commital candidate in 2004 to try to
defeat Bush.

And it looks somtimes like all the Ameri-
can people can do is sit and watch American
Idol while their civil liberties are being stolen
from under our feet.  All around the country,
policies like those that attack our private lives
at home and our right to be secure in our per-
sons on mass transit and other public places
are being implemented. And the nation qui-
etly acquiesces because they are either too
afriad to speak-up or too afraid of the conse-
quences of not implementing invasive poli-
cies. That's why only one senator voted
against the passage of the USA PATRIOT
Act, and it's how a domestic spying program
got set-up, and it's how torturing American-
held captives became all right. But it is not all

right. And it's encouraging to see that even
Republicans are finally taking note. It's not

about the right versus the left. There was a
time when the right believed in civil liberties
too; there was a time when Bill Frist endorsed
stem cell research despite opposition from the
far right. It's about defending our privacy as a
democratic nation, and it's about limiting the
reach of an administration that is largely un-
checked.

President Bush's poll numbers reflect an
angry populace, and it is high-time for change.
And change does not only come about when
we elect Democrats into office. And it doesn't
only come about when we elect Green Party
candidates either. It can come about at any
time, and now is the time for the left to unite
behind moderate Republican leaders like Bill
Frist and even endorse the actions of Bill Frist
when we believe they are right. It's not the
time for partisan bickering. It's the time for
looking ahead and shaping policy that fits
our nation, not just finding ways to get Re-
publicans out of office. Liberals need to quit
their “Impeach Bush” campaign because it's
not going to happen. What's real is that there
is a Republican majority in Congress now, and
they're not all that pleased with the actions of
the executive, the steward of their party.
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President Bush and Attorney General Alberto Gonzales support
the most comprehensive system of American surveillance since
the Cold War.  (Grassroots PA)

With the Student Assembly elections imminent, TL would like to ensure that all students take the time to make
an educated decision for who will represent them in the upcoming year.  Elections will be held March 6th
through March 8th online.

While we do not agree with all of the politics of all their candidates, we applaud the ostensible efforts of the
Clean Slate ticket and the independent SA candidates to run a clean campaign based upon the desperate need
to bring civility and ethics back to Willard Straight Hall. Their goal is to remove the most inept and unethical
Student Government Cornell has seen in years, running against a group that has, in Paul Ibrahim's words,
'managed to transcend all odds by getting Cornell Republicans, Cornell Democrats, The Cornell Review, Turn
Left and The Cornell American to agree and unite on, for the lack of a better phrase, thoroughly hating its guts.'
While we may not see eye to eye on all issues of campus politics, we certainly appreciate the need for
fundamental change at the Student Assembly. The Clean Slate ticket and the independent candidates provide
a vehicle for ethical, representative, democratic change true to Cornell's mantra of “Open Doors, Open Hearts,
Open Minds.”

TL Endorses Change in the Student Assembly
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Re:  Back Burner- The Rooseveltavirus: Com-
ing to a Campus Near You (Turn Left, Feb.
10th)
Dear Editor,

We at The Roosevelt Institution at Cornell
understand that campus politics can be divi-
sive. However, we also understand the impor-
tance of unity despite our differences, and we
hope progressives, both on campus and at
the national level, can work together to stay
above bickering that does nothing to advance
our shared goal of innovative change. Your
Back Burner in the last issue misrepresented
what Roosevelt is trying to do as an organiza-
tion and cast it in a malicious light. The
Roosevelt Institution is still very young – the
Cornell chapter itself began just a few months
ago – and has an admittedly ambitious goal.
Roosevelt believes that America’s fifteen mil-
lion college students are a progressive think
tank waiting to be organized, and that our col-
lective ideas and work can be put to use out-
side of the university.

The concerns some have voiced regard-
ing the intentions of Roosevelt stem not only
from a misconception of the purpose of The
Roosevelt Institution, but a general misunder-
standing of the concept of a think tank.  The
primary goal of a think tank is not to spread
virally for the purpose of mindless chatter and
resume padding, but to create and dissemi-
nate policy.  In doing this, think tanks such as
The Roosevelt Institution should be as open
and inclusive as possible, not unlike any other
liberal group on campus.  The beauty of
Roosevelt is that participation does not imply
subjugation, as we are not aiming to impose
preexisting ideas on any student.  The goal,
rather, is for Roosevelt to provide a pathway
to the policy-making sector for the beliefs and
ideas these students already hold.

It seems to be the understanding of some
that a group founded on the power of ideas is

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
less capable of effecting change than a group
based on more physical methods of activism.
While events such as hurricane-relief fundraisers
and protests are essential and undeniably ben-
eficial to society, the direct change that a think
tank can have on the political sphere is no less
remarkable.  How can we hope to effect visible
and durable change if we have such little faith
in our ideas that all we expect from them is a
middling grade in a European Politics class?  The
ideas we produce within the walls of the univer-
sity are just as valid as those currently being
generated by others involved in the political
process.  We should set our sights higher than
our roles as students, secluded to our own un-
dergraduate world, and work together to use
our ideas to effect positive change on the sys-
tem.  We have as much right to this power as
does any other group, and The Roosevelt Insti-
tution hopes to channel that power into the
public sphere so that the progressive voices of
students may reach far beyond our peers to the
ears of our legislators.

Sincerely,
The Steering Committee,
The Roosevelt Institution at Cornell

Turn Left Response:
As progressives, we all share common

goals, and we admire your drive to bring intel-
lectual honesty to the right-left political dis-
course.  In that vein, we wish you the best of
luck and success in the work that you do.  None
of our staff wishes your project to fail.

Our Back Burner was written to express
disappointment at the results that we have seen
so far.  It seems that while Roosevelt has rap-
idly expanded across the nation, it has yet to
produce or publicize substantial work that ac-
tually brings original research and empirical
inquiry to the political scene.  Regardless, we
do wish you the best of luck in your endeavors
and hope that Roosevelt will be successful in
its stated goal of "offer[ing] our generation's
perspective on the future."

Cornell Roosevelt Institution

A.  Should the President be allowed to wiretap, even if he
seeks a judge’s approval beforehand?

B.  Do you think your conversations have ever been
wiretapped?

Kavita Mahulikar,
Engineering 2007

A.  No.  People should be
allowed to have their own
privacy.
B.  No.

Sara  Allen,
Engineering 2007
A.  No.  It’s an invasion of privacy.
There’s probably no reason to
tap most of the people who are
tapped.
B.  Probably, but I never say
anything important, so I don’t
think it matters.

Lauren Taylor,
Human Ecology 2008
A.  No, because it’s violating
people’s privacy.
B.  No.

Riki  Cullingford,
Agriculture 2006
A.  No.  It takes away your
privacy, which everyone has a
right to.
B.  I don’t think so.  I don’t think
I’ve ever said anything that bad
[that would cause them to
listen to my conversations].

Preeti Nalavade,
Engineering 2009
A.  No.  It’s an invasion of
privacy.
B.  No, there’s no reason to.

Students on the Plaza
BY BEN SANFORD

Gregory Tolbert,
Engineering 2006
A.  Yes, but only if he asks very
nicely.  I think a “pretty please”
would be in order…possibly
with sugar on top.
B.  I hope so.  No one ever listens
to me.

No Comment Zone
WHY REPUBLICANS ARE HAPPIER THAN DEMOCRATS
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House Gutting 101
Alexandra Berke       WHAT’s LEFT

TL

rauma is a weighty word that can
obscure the mundane nature of
what has to happen to begin the

return to normalcy in the aftermath of a
traumatic event. The
scope of the damage
along the Gulf Coast
feels unfathomable
and is undoubtedly
traumatic. The
infrastructure is not
yet up and running;
people are still
displaced and the
national government
has yet to figure out
what kind of
compensation people
in Louisiana should
get for their homes.
And this is just the
stuff we can see,
unlike the deaths of
an untold number of
people. Yet I was the
reality on the ground;
I stood there, in the
town of Phoenix,
Louisiana, in the front
yard of an eighty one
year-old woman I would never meet,
preparing to empty the contents of her life.

No one, aside from some insurance
agents, had entered the house since
flooding had overtaken the area in early
September. A group of seven of us assessed

the damage and devised a plan to gut the
house. To be fair, I had absolutely no idea
at the time what it meant to gut a house. I
largely stood around in my Tyvek suit trying

desperately to be
useful as the
sweat fogged up
my goggles and
g a t h e r e d
ceaselessly in my
respirator. As it
was explained to
me, we would
take everything
out of the house.
From the ceiling
tiles to the oven-
we would then rip
out the walls and
the ceilings until
it was clear
enough for us to
bleach every
wooden surface.

I walked in
the front door to
the dark,
crowded house.
It was a mess. At
least three people

had lived in this modest home, including a
grandmother, and we all know that a
grandparents’ boundless love often can be
measured by the amount of stuff they have
amassed. The ceiling tiles had fallen down-
during the flooding the water line reached

the top of the house- and I started to pick
some off the couch in a daze. As I gingerly
lifted the tiles off the waterlogged sofa a
more experienced gutter knelt down to lift
up the entire sofa. Of course. How could we
take the house apart tile by tile? Even
standing in the middle of the wreckage, I
could not grasp the reality of the situation.

Hauling this, lifting that, cursing the
fact that these
people had SO
MUCH stuff it
was easy to lose
sight of what we
were actually
doing. That was
between certain
moments that
served as
i n t e n s e
reminders that
we were tearing apart a person’s home. A
moment that still makes me cringe was when
we were working on the bedroom that had
once belonged to the eighty-one year old
woman. Peeling off the top mattress
unearthed a wealth of personal flotsam and
jetsam. Newspaper clippings of a grandson,
the deed to the house from the 1870s and
scattered pictures had all been partially
preserved by being sandwiched between
the mattresses. I couldn’t help but think
about my Nana’s habit of hiding coins in
the freezer. The thought of strangers
throwing out her things; cleaning out her
underwear drawer, tearing apart her closet,

The little we could recover looked like this.
(Alex Berke / TL)

gathering all of her many varieties of pills
and dumping them put the intensity of the
situation into perspective. In any other
context, we would be guilty of a profound
violation, but now we were doing the work
that no one else would or could.

When you hear about “cleaning the
wreckage” of Katrina, know that there is
nothing clean about it. It is filthy, it is hot, it

s m e l l s
atrocious,
t h e
mosquitoes
are out in
full force,
there is still
floodwater
hiding in
the pots in
the kitchen
and rotten

meat in the freezer. Bleaching the house took
two days, one to remove all the nails from
the walls and another to scrub the walls
with a brush. While doing so, my best friend
and I sung the Britney Spears hit “Toxic.”
Appropriate? Maybe not, but it is hard to
know how to act in such a situation. The
shirts along Bourbon St. proudly proclaim,
“Katrina gave me a blow job I can’t forget.”
Appropriate? Probably not, but as Mardi
Gras starts in New Orleans the road toward
normalcy will become better traveled,
whatever that may come to mean.

I stood there in the front yard of
an eighty-one year-old woman I
would never meet, preparing to
empty the contents of her life.
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t’s no surprise that Enron found allies
in the ranks of the GOP. Both embrace
the same penchant for having docu-

ments mysteriously disappear on them. But
at least the White House has one thing go-
ing for them. Staffers don’t have to waste
any time with a paper shredder and risk a
nasty paper cut. The president can just in-
voke executive privilege and flat-out say
no to handing over documents to investi-
gators who might suspect wrongdoing. Un-
fortunately, to the detriment of the public
trust and our democracy, this appears to be
the standard operating procedure in the
White House these days. This pattern of
contempt for disclosing information is not
only disconcerting; it is downright scan-
dalous that an institution founded to faith-
fully execute our laws is impeding ongoing
investigations.

After Hurricane Katrina laid bare the
unvarnished truth about this
administration’s incompetence, the Senate
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs Committee launched an inquiry into
the administration’s response to the catas-
trophe. It seems that the committee has run
into a few bumps in the road, as “the White
House has produced just a very small por-
tion of the documents we requested,” says
Joseph Lieberman (D-CT), ranking Demo-
crat on the committee. According to David

Lightman of the Hartford Courant, “The
Department of Homeland Security has not
been able to find any recording of a crucial
conference call five hours after Hurricane
Katrina made landfall - though it has tran-
scripts of other key discussions recorded
in the days before and after the storm
struck.” Of course, nobody can say for sure
what happened to the transcript, but given
the surrounding circumstances, it really
does beg the question.

What really irritates me is that the main-
stream media has not even dared to ask the
question. On the whole, they have given
short shrift to this story and its frightening
implications. But who can blame them? The
Michael Jacksons of this world can’t report
themselves. In their gallant crusade to make
sure the sordid details of every celebrity’s
life filter into the minds of their hungry con-
sumers, the media have also managed to
overlook another story of the same ilk.

Patrick Fitzgerald, the Special Prosecu-
tor investigating the leak of Valerie Plame-
Wilson’s identity to the public, has run up
against a wall in his investigation. Several
weeks ago, former Chief of Staff Scooter
Libby testified that senior White House of-
ficials authorized the declassification of cer-
tain privileged information. Sources close
to the investigation revealed last week that
Attorney General Alberto Gonzalez has not

turned over e-mails critical to the investiga-
tion.

It is speculated that these e-mails con-
tain references to Ms. Plame’s secret iden-
tity and CIA status, developments related
to the inability to find weapons of mass
destruction, and that they possibly incrimi-
nate Vice President Dick Cheney.

Once again, this is not for me to de-
cide. Only the proper legal channels can
render judgment on this. However, an ap-
propriate judgment cannot be entertained
until the White House agrees to cooperate.
Mr. Gonzalez has repeatedly cited execu-
tive privilege when pressed on the matter.
Executive privilege is an essential tool for
the president, especially with respect to
matters of national security, but it is also
something that can be abused, and some-
thing that has been abused in the past. But
is the media asking the biting questions and
probing for answers? Sadly, the answer to
this is a resounding no.

Trust is the greatest moral resource we
have. When the White House obstructs jus-
tice (if not in an esoteric legal sense, at least
in a general sense) by refusing to cooper-
ate with investigations, they have squan-
dered that resource. The same goes for the
media, who would rather turn their heads
when developments in Washington just
smack of scandal.

I have grown very weary of today’s
status quo, a statement which is probably
very obvious from my writing, but I am sus-
tained by the fact that change is possible.
When a political party overreaches, it is the
obligation of a democratic and free society
to go to the ballot box and revoke their man-
date of leadership. But here is a change
whose prospect for realization is very slim,
though still very possible if the country
changes its direction.

The media is dripping in the oils of its
corporate hands. Five major corporations
control the majority of news outlets — five
major corporations, who quite evidently,
would benefit from Republican hegemony.
A long time ago, monopolies were broken
up because a Republican visionary named
Theodore Roosevelt saw how corrosive
they were to the public interest.

We need an administration that has the
political will to see market power for what it
is and act on it. This used to be a consen-
sus issue in this country, and only a Demo-
cratic majority can pick it up from the
scrapheap, where it has been sadly cast
aside.

I
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   Road Trip!
TAR HEEL BLUE     Sarah Olesiuk

oad Trip!
With the first round of pre-

lims completed, and as Ithaca
turns from snowy to muddy, spring break
can only be just around the corner. I’m
sure most of you already have cool or pro-
ductive spring break plans, but if you
don’t, here’s a suggestion: warm up and
take a road trip to the liberal south!

Now, while most of the folks from the
northeast would rather be put to death
than ride in a car for longer than four
hours, road trips can actually be quite fun.
So find a car, round up your friends, fill
up the tank, and start driving South down
I-95.
Stop #1: Durham/Chapel Hill, NC

The great thing about this part of NC
is that you probably know someone who
goes to UNC or Duke that won’t mind you
crashing on his or her floor. Both Durham
county and Orange County (home to
Chapel Hill and Carrboro) were avid Kerry
supporters in 2004 for probably much the
same reason Tompkins county was: a
whole lot of really smart people live there.
Carrboro, an area right outside of Chapel
Hill, became the first North Carolina mu-
nicipality to elect an openly gay mayor in
1995 and the first municipality in the state
to grant domestic partner benefits to same-
sex couples. Furthermore, Carrboro was
among the first cities in the South to pass
resolutions opposing the Iraq War and
the USA PATRIOT Act – quite a feat for a
city surrounded by a sea of red. In Chapel
Hill, you should check out Franklin Street.
There’s this great record store called

School Kids Records that has your not-
so-average collection of CDs and vintage
vinyl. Also in Chapel Hill is one of the
coolest music venues around – Cat’s
Cradle. Big names play this small venue
all the time – check out their website to
see who is playing over spring break and
enjoy Chapel Thrill. In Durham you should

make a trip to “Kryzewski-ville,”
outside of Cameron Indoor Sta-
dium. You may think the Lynah
Faithful are hardcore, but the
“Cameron Crazies” spend weeks
camping outside to get tickets to
just one basketball game. While
in the area, you might as well em-
brace Southern cuisine for an
evening and try Bullock’s
Barbeque, a Durham Tradition for
over 50 years.
Stop #2: Atlanta, GA

A whopping 73 percent of
DeKalb county supported Kerry
in 2004, despite the fact that Geor-
gia, not surprisingly, ended up
being a very red state. In 2002,
Atlanta elected Mayor Shirley
Franklin, the first female to hold
the mayoral seat. Furthermore,
Franklin is the first African-
American woman to serve as
mayor of a major southern city.
And of course, she’s a Democrat!
Atlanta has a very funky up-and-
coming arts district that I highly
recommend visiting. There are
dozens of hole-in-the-wall type
galleries that boast surprisingly

famous collections; I saw an Andy Warhol
exhibit in a small gallery a few years ago.
For all you baseball fans, you can try to
catch a Braves game – kick back in the
bleachers, grab a snow cone, and soak up
the sun!
Stop #3: Asheville, NC

Yes, I realize that my opinion of

Asheville is incredibly biased because I
live there, but all who have been there
agree with me that it is one of the most
liberal areas not only in the South, but in
the entire country. Tell me where else in
the South you had to wait 3 hours in line
to see Brokeback Mountain a week after
it opened? While in Asheville, I insist that
you take a hike in the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains. Better yet, take a hike with your
conservative friends and then maybe next
time they vote, they’ll remember the envi-
ronment. Bring your camera because the
views are guaranteed to be breathtaking.
Looking for some fun on a Saturday
night? Check out the live music down-
town or start moving to the beat in the
drum circle that never fails to form. I’m
also a fan of the Asheville Pizza and Brew-
ery where you can watch two-dollar mov-
ies, like The Beatles’ Yellow Submarine,
while enjoying micro-brewed beer and
great pizza. And finally, I have to plug my
favorite restaurant: Rio Burrito. The
friendly owners make the best five dollar
burrito I have ever eaten – and they re-
cycle!

Okay, so I was going to make this list
five stops long, but then I realized two
things: one, I’m running out of words and
two, I haven’t been to that many liberal
places in the South. So if you have any
more suggestions, e-mail me
(sho4@cornell.edu) and I’ll post them on
the Turn Left website. Most importantly,
have a wonderful spring break!

Live and local music in front of Asheville’s City
Hall. (photo: www.romanticasheville.com)

TL
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Rich Getzel    DISSEMBLE, DUPE, AND DOUBLESPEAK

White House Hides Truth; Media Shrugs
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Hollywood’s Political Agenda
Saying What Politicians Won’t Say

L
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ast September, perhaps the only
thing more satisfying
than seeing Kanye

West proclaim, “George Bush
doesn’t care about black
people” on the American Red
Cross Disaster Relief Fund
telethon was seeing Mike
Myers’ dumbfounded reac-
tion and NBC then cut to a
well-scripted recording of
Chris Tucker. Although West
may have chosen an awkward
moment to express his politi-
cal views, he is one of an in-
creasingly large group of ce-
lebrities who have been
brave enough to say what
many of us think but even the
most liberal politicians will
never say. Actors like Sean
Penn and Whoopi Goldberg
are often scolded by the right
wing for using their clout as
celebrities to voice their po-
litical opinions to the public.
Hollywood is seen as a radically liberal arena
that is out of touch with true American val-
ues (even though Mel Gibson does his fair
share of speaking for the conservative side),
and few appreciate the one-dimensional
catch phrases (think: “Vote or Die”) that ce-
lebrities frequently like to throw around.

Even if you aren’t particularly fond of
hearing actors express their personal views
on politics, you still have to appreciate a
movie that challenges its viewers to ques-
tion their own political beliefs. This year’s
Oscar nominations have been criticized for
being politically charged since all five of
the best picture nominations and several of
the other films recognized address contro-
versial political issues. For example, Crash
spotlights the ugly racial tensions linger-
ing in Los Angeles, Good Night, and Good
Luck reveals the dynamic relationship be-

tween the government and the media, and
Munich takes its viewers through the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict by focusing on the

Munich Olym-
pics in 1972.
T r a d i t i o n a l
w o u l d - b e -
Academy-fa-
vorites like
Walk the Line
(featuring the
life story of
Johnny Cash)
and Cinderella
Man (featuring
the troubles of
a Depression-
era boxer) re-
ceived fewer
major nomina-
tions. Many are
compla in ing
that this year
the Academy is
r e c o g n i z i n g
films based on
its own social

conscience rather than the films’ artistic
merit. While I don’t agree that this is the
case, and I believe that the films nominated,
in general, were truly the best of the year, I
am at a loss to understand why it is wrong
to award films that dare to challenge the
politics of a nation.

Among the nominated films that I have
seen, my favorites are Crash, The Constant
Gardener, Syriana, and Brokeback Moun-
tain—all highly politically charged dramas.
Coming out of each of these films, I found
myself pondering deeply philosophical is-
sues. I genuinely felt as if I had learned some-
thing new. Crash addresses the complexi-
ties of race with a stark honesty that makes
it incredibly true to life. The Constant Gar-
dener enlightened me to the malintentions
of pharmaceutical companies distributing
in Africa, and Syriana, in its brilliant web of
confusion, left me  unclear as to what half

of the plot of the film was about, but still
made me question government interests in
the Middle East. It showed me that I might
never understand what is actually going on
there, but that something has most certainly
gone awry. Finally, Brokeback Mountain,
the leader of the pack with eight nomina-
tions, is the most controversial of the nomi-
nees because of its delicate portrayal of the
love story between two gay cowboys.

Brokeback Mountain’s thematic content
lends itself to numerous late-night comedy
jokes and while I believe that it is fine, and
perhaps only natural to joke about what the
movie is about, the nation’s sense of humor
speaks volumes about where we are politi-
cally. The phrase “gay cowboy” alone
brings a smile to many people’s faces. Some-
what uncomfortable with the subject mat-
ter, even the most liberal of us joke about
Brokeback Mountain (even though it is an
extraordinarily depressing movie) to as-
suage our unease.

What is remarkable about the movie,
though, is that while it features two gay
cowboys (a seeming anomaly), the issues it
addresses can be applied universally, which
is why it really bothers me when people
claim that the movie is only critically ac-
claimed because it is about homosexuality.
Brokeback Mountain is about discrimina-
tion, and cliche  as it may sound, forbidden
love, which one does not have to be gay to
understand. To dismiss the film as a mere
“gay cowboy movie” is to deny its artistic
merits and to deny the fact that it resonates
with all kinds of viewers, gay and straight (I
personally believe it would have been a great
movie even if it had featured a straight
couple attempting to overcome similar ad-
versity). If the movie wins the Best Picture
Oscar, it will be for more than just its politi-
cal agenda.

That being said, the politics of
Brokeback Mountain are in part respon-
sible for its greatness. The movie is impres-
sive because it makes us understand ho-
mosexual relationships in a new way—not

eady or not, election season is upon
us. The 2006 midterm elections are
less than 8 months away and cam-

paigns are moving into full gear. Democrats
are looking to this election cycle with great
optimism because Bush’s unpopularity has
put the balance of the Senate and the House
of Representatives at risk for the Republi-
cans. Vulnerable incumbents in Missouri,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Montana, and Rhode Is-
land and an open seat in Tennessee have 6
Republican-held Senate Seats as essentially
toss-ups at this point. The most optimistic of
assessments has three other races, in Virginia,
Arizona, and Nevada, as possible pickups.
These races are not close now but could po-
tentially become competitive. Even the bru-
tally gerrymandered House of Representa-
tives is possibly ready for a change in leader-
ship.

Respected political pundit Charlie Cook,
who publishes the Cook County Political Re-
port, recently wrote, “the possibility of a
Democratic takeover– although less than 50-
50- is very real.” A net gain of 15 seats would
put the House back in Democratic control.
Mr. Cook has projected that the Democrats
will gain 10 seats but that, “when we factor in
a four-seat margin of error, the model projects
that under current conditions, and without

speculating about what the national political
environment may do between now and No-
vember, Democrats will make a net gain of six
to 14 seats. With a bit of luck — or a wave of
any size — Democrats might even grasp their
gold ring: 15 seats.” With so much activity
and change possible this November (three
Democratic Senate seats are vulnerable as
well), there is a lot of forthcoming informa-
tion to gather between now and then. Turn
Left will be previewing a competitive Senate
or House seat each issue until the November
elections to keep track of it all. This issue:
Ohio’s Senate seat.

Ohio will be the focal point of many this
election season and not just because of its
pivotal role in the 2004 Presidential race. A
disproportionate number of competitive
House seats are up for grabs here in addition
to what should be a thrilling race for the
Governor’s mansion. However, the most im-
portant race in the state this year is for its
Senate seat currently held by Republican
Mike DeWine. DeWine is seeking his third
term but is being hampered by a number of
problems this time around. To begin with, he
was part of the gang of 14 that ended the
deadlock over judicial appointments which
has caused him to lose favor among right-
wingers. More damaging, however, has been
the rare coin scandal that has rocked the Ohio
Republican Party. Many state officials, includ-

ing Governor Bob Taft (with an approval rat-
ing lower than 20%), have been indicted or
are under investigation. Although Sen.
DeWine is not in-
volved in the scan-
dal, the image of the
Republican Party
in Ohio has been
badly hurt by the
looming cloud of
corruption.

Compound-
ing Sen. Dewine’s
problems, the
Democrats have
recruited a top tier
candidate, Rep.
Sherrod Brown to
challenge him.
Brown is well re-
spected and highly
popular both in his
district and around
the state. Most
polls taken after
Brown’s entry into
the race had the two candidates knotted, but
the most recent poll has DeWine regaining
control of the race. The most likely reason for
this swing has been the negative press the
Democratic establishment has taken follow-
ing the withdrawal of another DeWine chal-

BY RAMYA KASTURI one in which two men engage in stereotypi-
cal, flamboyantly gay activities—but rather
one in which the men are just as “manly” as
any straight man but are faced with a com-
plex set of emotional dilemmas. These di-
lemmas are unique to the men’s situation,
but they are by no means alien to those
who are straight. Brokeback Mountain
therefore is groundbreaking in its ability to
make itself a film that is not just about gay
people. Today, few other films or television
shows portray gay people in a way that is
not blatantly political—for example, in Will
and Grace, every other joke is about being
gay. So if you see Brokeback Mountain
and all that you take away is that it is about
homosexuality, you are missing a lot of what
the movie is attempting to convey.

Brokeback Mountain is not my personal
favorite for the Best Picture Category (I was
more moved by Crash), but it seems to be
the frontrunner. Many are ready to jump on
the Academy for its political biases if the
film wins. While I acknowledge the differ-
ence between a thought-provoking politi-
cal movie and an artistically spectacular
movie, I believe that the Academy should
allow a film’s social conscience to be a cri-
terion when evaluating the overall quality
of a movie. Movies like The Chronicles of
Narnia espouse traditional conservative
values, and that may have been a reason
that many people liked it—if so, then it
should be commended as well. This year,
more than in years past, a slew of success-
ful movies have taken on political themes,
indicating that perhaps the nation is becom-
ing more interested in its governance. If the
Academy chooses to award these films be-
cause they are groundbreaking, I don’t think
anyone should bemoan this fact—who
would have thought, after all, that so many
Americans would turn out for a movie about
gay cowboys?

Politically charged movies like
Brokeback Mountain will have
trouble avoiding the spotlight at the
Oscars this year. (Corbis)

BY WILL ROSENZWEIG
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lenger, Iraq War veteran Paul Hackett. Hackett
became the darling of the liberal internet com-
munity last year both for his outspoken criti-

cism of Bush and because he
was nearly able to win a spe-
cial election for Ohio’s 2nd Dis-
trict seat in a heavily Republi-
can area. Hackett claimed that
he was pushed aside by Demo-
cratic leaders and told to drop
out. He also claimed many of
his donors were told to stop
contributing because the
Democratic establishment had
already settled on Brown to be
the nominee. More than likely
this controversy will die down
months from now and the two
should even out again; how-
ever, DeWine’s incumbency
should neutralize Brown’s
popularity and the clouds hang-
ing around Ohio Republicans.
Right now the race has to be
considered "Leans GOP," al-
though this is clearly one of the

top five most vulnerable seats for the Repub-
licans this November.

R

Democrats in 2006: House Takeover?

Congressman Sherrod Brown (D-
OH) hopes to unseat Ohio’s
incumbent Republican Senator,
Mike DeWine.  (sherrod.house.gov)
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Political Confessions of a Catholic
Reconciliation:Reconciliation:Reconciliation:Reconciliation:Reconciliation:

ake no mistake about it—I am a
practicing Catholic. Lent has just
begun, and I will observe the tra-

dition of not eating meat on Fridays. I at-
tend church regularly. I love the traditions
and the rituals, the sense of
community among parishio-
ners, and the atmosphere of
reverence in a church. But I
also vote regularly. I love civil
liberties and equal rights, so-
cial safety nets, environmen-
tal protection, and public
education. Reconciling my
Catholicism and my politics
does not always prove easy.

However, it is not only
liberal Catholics who need to
reconcile their faith and their
politics, although they are
the ones praying in secret in
the current political environ-
ment. Conservative Catho-
lics are not without their
share of dropped doctrine.
The American pop culture
war over whether Jesus
would be a liberal or a con-
servative is a misguided at-
tempt to simplify complex
belief systems for the sake of
expediency—religion at the
mercy of politics.

Catholicism is a particu-
larly interesting case of the
intersection of these two
worlds. The Church has been
dangerously intertwined
with politics for centuries, of-
ten to its own discredit. While it has lost
much of its political power today, it remains
an institutional monolith, slow to change
and resistant to modernization. Because it
is so large, institutionalized, and traditional,
it is often the face of Christianity for many
outside of the faith. However, this reputa-
tion is combined with many misconceptions
regarding Catholicism, resulting in a skewed
icon of an arch-conservative institution,
making it surprising that one would even
set foot inside of a church.

Fallacy #1: Catholics are fundamental-
ists and creationists.

The truth is that the teaching of evolu-
tion has been supported in Catholic schools
since the 1950s. Moreover, Catholics do not
regard the literal word of the Bible as scien-
tific fact, but rather believe that interpreta-

tion is necessary for moral guidance.
Fallacy #2: All American Catholics voted

for President Bush.
In reality, just over half of all Catholics

voted for President Bush, 52 percent to 47.
For most of American history, Catholics have
actually been a Democratic voting bloc.

Fallacy #3: The only important “Catho-
lic issue” is abortion.

Evidence shows that a majority of Ameri-
can Catholics identify themselves as pro-
choice. Moreover, they disagreed with the
minority of bishops who threatened to deny

communion to pro-choice candidates for of-
fice.

This is not to say that the Catholic
Church does not possess a number of con-
servative ele-
ments. As an in-
stitution, it uni-
formly speaks
out again abor-
tion, euthanasia,
and stem cell re-
search. Yet, at
the same time, as
the largest so-
cial organization
in the world with
a highly visible
leader (who, I
admit, wears funny hats), the Church uses
its political clout in other ways as well,
speaking out against the war in Iraq, con-
demning the use of the death penalty in the
US, and calling for the end of right-wing
military oppression in Latin America.

While this may have only served to
further confuse non-Catholics, the bottom
line is simple. It is not possible to be a party-
line—or even anything close to party-line—
liberal or conservative in America and be a
“good Catholic” who accepts the catechism
in full. “Catholic issues” fall on both sides
of the partisan line. The Catholic Voting
Guide provided by the US Council of Catho-
lic Bishops addresses abortion and gay mar-
riage, but it also addresses fair trade and a
living wage. You can’t have it all. I have
been accused of being an “a la carte” Catho-
lic—one who accepts the doctrines that fit
with my political predispositions and who
rejects those with which I do not agree. But
I think that applies to every Catholic.

So what is my Catholicism? I have also
been called a “peace and justice” Catholic
because I see the “change the world” as-
pects of Catholicism as most important: feed

The Catholic church uses its political power in many
ways, often advancing what would be called a
progressive agenda by most. (hollandsentinel.com)

the hungry, care for the sick, bring justice to
the poor. I have never understood when
sexual morality became the litmus test for all
moral behavior—condemning homosexual-

ity, avoid-
ing sex un-
til mar-
riage, and
not using
contracep-
tives do
nothing to
make the
world a
b e t t e r
place. In
r e l i g ious
terms, they

do not bring about the Kingdom of Heaven.
But opposing war just might.

And my stance on abortion? Since I
claim to be a Catholic, this is the long-awaited
rock upon which my legitimacy stands. I can-
not quite say. I do not like the idea of abor-
tions, which may be sacrilege to the liberal-
ism which I espouse. But I do not think there
is enough of a consensus on what the issue
is—whether it is the woman’s body or
whether it is a life—nor when life begins,
making it impossible to legislate intelligently
on the matter. In the absence of anything
better, I am pro-choice, I suppose.  I support
gay marriage, but the Church can stay out of
it—that is its private prerogative. Like the
majority of American Catholics, I am in favor
of the use of contraceptives. On most other
issues, however, I think I can safely maintain
both my liberalism and my Catholicism. Rec-
onciliation is a sacrament for Catholics and
no other Christian group—perhaps this po-
litical confusion is why. Forgive me, Father,
if I have sinned.
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Continued from Democracy,
on Cover...

M

Councils as punishment because Class
Councils refuse to play his petty game of
quid-pro-quo.

The SA succeeded in alienating
seemingly every other group on campus.
Aside from destroying its relationship with
Class Councils, the Assembly has also
burned bridges with GPSA (Graduate and
Professional Student Assembly) and the
Department of Athletics. It confronted the
GPSA with demands for money to fund
Convocation and Slope Day so late in the
year that the organization could not
reallocate its fund without violating its own
GPSA bylaws. Currently, the SA is letting a
missed deadline for handing in application
materials for byline funding drive the
Department of Athletics to charge
undergraduates admission to all varsity
sporting events. The stubbornness of this
stance, while for once in accordance with
the Assembly’s own rule, is not only
impractical but will do undergraduates and
athletes a great disservice by squelching
school spirit and breeding bad blood. In light
of the SA’s decisions on Class Council and

the Department of Athletics, it seems that
the SA has engaged in a war against Cornell
Spirit. In all cases, Student Assembly
members let empty power trips guide them
instead of the best interest of students.
The Assembly even blundered its own fall
elections by refusing to hear legally filed
challenges by candidates from tickets formed
without the aid of sitting assemblymen. That
sitting assemblymen advised the freshmen
running in the fall is already ethically
questionable, but refusing to hear the
petition filed by one of the transfer seat
candidates represents the SA at its worst –
when it continuously refuses to challenge
its members to do their jobs in a more than
mediocre manner.

If the Student Assembly won’t reform
itself, then someone has to do it. This year,
please vote between March 6 and 8. And in
light of the lackluster accomplishments of
the current Student Assembly, do yourself
and your peers a favor and take a good hard
look at the incumbent candidates and a good
hard look at the new candidates. Take note
of what the incumbents have and have not
done, and then decide the candidates you
want running the SA.
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GUT FEELINGS, LEVEE BREACHES, AND

OSAMA ENDORSEMENTS

“We are fully prepared.”
- President George W. Bush, August 29th, 2005

“My gut tells me this is a bad one and a big one — this is, to put it mildly, the big
one, I think.”

- Former FEMA Director Michael Brown, August 28th, 2005

—————

“I don’t think anybody anticipated the breach of the levees.”
- President George W. Bush, Sept. 1st, 2005

“The big question is going to be: will that top some of the levees? ... I do expect
there will be some of the levies over top even out here in the western portions ...”

- Max Mayfield, National Hurricane Center Director, August 28th, 2005

—————

U.S. President George W. Bush said his 2004 re-election victory over Sen. John
Kerry was inadvertently aided by Osama bin Laden, who issued a taped diatribe
against him the Friday before Americans went to the polls...

“I thought it was going to help,’’ Bush said. “I thought it would help remind people
that if bin Laden doesn’t want Bush to be the president, something must be right
with Bush.’’

                                                                                                     - Reuters, Feb. 28th, 2006

IN FACT

BY AMY SCHIMPF

Fallacy: All American Catholics
voted for President Bush....  For
most of American history,
Catholics have actually been a
Democratic voting bloc.
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BY ANDREW GARIB

Stout beers are the most stereotyped
brews around. When was the last
time you heard a beer lover say that

she loves beer but hates Guinness? All too
often, beer lovers complain: too thick, too
bitter, too strong. Too bad, I say.

Stouts are some of my favorite beers,
and they should be some of yours, too.
Good progressives shouldn’t be afraid of
what they don’t know. And there’s a quality
and variety among stouts that you should
appreciate first before judging these dark
delicacies. After all, you may like this thick,
smooth style of beer. You may just find that
you cannot resist the dark complexion of
stout beers.

Young’s Double Chocolate Stout is a
good introduction to the world of jet black
beer and widgets-in-cans. (Widgets are the
little plastic thingies floating around in the
average can of stout that create a thicker
head when you pour.) Smooth, dark, and
chocolaty, yet crisp and drinkable, this
Young’s offering won’t make you feel like
you’re sipping used coffee grinds mixed with
Iraqi crude oil.

The beer pours wonderfully like most
stouts. Restless little light brown bubbles
at first give the drink a black stout bottom, a
chocolate milk middle and a foamy head. As
the head settles (upwards), only two bands
become visible: a profoundly tempting
opaque black filling your beer glass, topped
by a frothy, dense and stable head of a
creamy color. If you look closely, the brew
itself has a tinge of rusty red around the
edges where the light barely comes in.

It smells more of hops than of choco-
late, and doesn’t betray the persistent
chocolatey coffee taste of the brew itself.

Contrast that
with Rogue Ale’s
less impressive
C h o c o l a t e
Stout, which
smells more
chocolaty than
chocolate it-
self, but disap-
points on fla-
vor.

England’s
s e l f - s t y l e d
oldest brew-
ery, however,
does not dis-
appoint with
its Double
C h o c o l a t e
Stout. The
beer is
s l i g h t l y
h o p p y ,
chocola ty,
creamy and
s m o o t h ,
from start to
finish. Un-
like in other
s t o u t
styles, like
the imperial
stout, the
malt flavor
and sweet-
ness of
this double
chocolate
brew are there to caress the other flavors
of cacao, mocha and hop, not bat you over
the head with macho bluntness. There’s al-
most no aftertaste. And its 5.2% alcohol

A Liberal Guide to Beer
by volume is well hidden like with some
other popular stouts. In fact, there’s really
nothing that distracts from the smooth,
creamy, chocolaty taste. It’s milky smooth-
ness resembles that of another stout vari-

ety: the oatmeal stout.
It’s perhaps the most drinkable

stout I’ve ever had, and it doesn’t sit
in your stomach like a meal as some
would say about Guinness. It’s so
drinkable, that the first time I had one
at Chapter House a few weeks ago, I
could have easily gone for a few more
double chocolate stouts without
thinking twice.

And here’s the kicker: If you like
Young’s Double Chocolate Stout, you
might just love that world champion
of beer: Guinness.

But your doubts linger. When
you see a stout on the bar counter,
you’re still immediately apprehensive.
What would your parents say if you
brought home a stout? Would you
trust a stout in your fridge?

Toss these thoughts into the sea
of ignorance. Let all your stout ste-
reotypes flush themselves down the
toilet of reason. Let freedom ring.

Go forth, and be among the beer
“other,” the much maligned and op-
pressed stout. Open your mind to the
beauty that is in Beamish Irish Stout,
Rogue’s Shakespeare Stout, Sierra
Nevada Stout, and - gasp! _- even
the dreaded Guinness.
In the words of Franklin Roosevelt,
let our hearts be stout!

Choose wisely, and vote online March 6th
through March 8th to vote for your next
student representatives.

Next time: The brighter side of British
Imperialism. No, really.

Brewery: Young’s Brewery, Wandsworth
(London), UK
Beer: Double Chocolate Stout
Type: Chocolate Stout (5.2% ABV)
Price: $7.99 at Finger Lakes Beverage

Center for four 14.9 fl. oz. cans

Overall Rating:
8/10

AP

AP AP

TL
Warning: Good beer not to be used for
beer pong.
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Cornell Union for
Disabilities Awareness

At our last officer’s meeting, we all
took five minutes to brainstorm
ideas for our upcoming article in

Turn Left.  As we discussed the message
we wanted to convey, Elyse Lee, one of our
vice presidents, suggested, “CUDA is
about connecting.”  We agreed that this was
a beautifully concise summary of the pro-
gressive and inclusionary atmosphere that
defines the Cornell Union for Disabilities
Awareness.  Our mission is to raise aware-
ness on campus about issues of concern to
people with disabilities both on and off of
our campus.  This involves addressing is-
sues of accessibility and accommodations
on campus, as well as taking advantage of
the audience we have at Cornell to expose
the world’s future lawyers, educators, hotel
owners, architects, and leaders to topics of
concern to people with disabilities.  The work
we have done has been defined by our abil-
ity to connect within our group as individu-
als with and without disabilities as well as
with other campus groups, offices and ad-
ministrators. Through our work we hope to
chip away at the stigma associated with dis-
abilities by demonstrating that issues of
concern to people with disabilities affect all
of society and are in no way confined to a

“special interest group.” Regardless of gen-
der, race, sexuality, political party, religion,
or your favorite color, everyone has a body.
Everyone is a person.  As you read about
our history and our upcoming events, re-
member that everybody is welcome to join
our group and that we will accommodate
any member.

We were founded two years ago by
Cristina Hartman and Stacey Horman, who
were struck by the fact that out of the hun-
dreds of student organizations on campus,
not one addressed issues of concern to stu-
dents with disabilities.  Cristina and Stacey’s
hard work and perseverance transformed a
three member club into a comprehensive
campus resource.  Now our weekly meet-
ings fluctuate in attendance from around 15
to 20 people, with nine officers who are each
coordinating different projects on campus.
We also host an active list serve with about
80 subscribers.

Among the projects we are undertak-
ing this semester is a mentoring program,
led by Sloane Yu, which will pair interested
incoming students who are registered with
Student Disability Services (SDS) with
trained student mentors who are also regis-
tered with SDS.  The purpose of this project
is to assist incoming freshmen in navigat-
ing SDS and Cornell in general.  We are also
working to educate the Cornell community
at large through sign language classes

taught by Li Chen and Elyse Lee.  These are
held Tuesday from 5:30-6:30pm in 162
Goldwin Smith, and everyone is welcome to
join.  No experience is necessary!

There are two large events we will be
hosting this year.  The first is a presenta-
tion by Hal Smith, an expert on mental dis-
abilities in prisons titled, “The Mentally Dis-
abled Offender: Myths and Misconcep-
tion.” Cornell Minds Mat-
ter is co-sponsoring this
event with us, and it will
take place in Goldwin
Smith’s Kauffman Audito-
rium from 5:00-6:30pm on
Thursday, March 16th.
The second event is a “stu-
dent speak panel” that will
deal with bioethical issues
surrounding the debate
over whether disabilities
ought to be “cured.” This
will take place April 7th
from 7:00-9:00pm in
Goldwin Smith HEC Audi-
torium.

If you are interested in
learning more about the Cornell Union for
Disabilities Awareness, please feel free to
attend one of our weekly discussions on
Monday at 4:30 in Goldwin Smith, room 158.
Our discussions cover a broad spectrum of
issues and often include hot-button politi-

BY SHARON E. MACK

cal topics, such as Olmstead implementa-
tion, the fight to pass the Medicaid Com-
munity Based Attendants Act, and the im-
pact of changes to the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Improvement Act. We in-
corporate both news articles and scholarly
work into our weekly meetings to demon-
strate how these topics are addressed aca-
demically and how they link to many topics

discussed in our classes.
On alternate weeks our
discussions are less struc-
tured, and anyone can
bring up any topic of con-
cern or interest.  Ahmed Sa-
lem, Co-President of
CUDA, has worked hard
to foster an open and ani-
mated environment where
any topic is welcome. This
atmosphere has allowed
us all to get to know each
other as individuals with
interesting, ambitious and
at times exciting lives. If
you would like to learn
more you can also visit our

website at www.rso.cornell.edu/cuda/ or e-
mail us at CUDA@cornell.edu.

Handicapped persons did not
have a resource on campus
until two years ago, when
CUDA was founded.

Continued from Portrait,
on Cover...

TL

dom. Muhammad taught a massive mesh-
work of warring tribes to stop and listen.
As he was preaching his message, a per-

son once came to Muhammad and asked
him, “O Prophet, offer me advice by which
I may be able to manage all the affairs of
my life.” Muhammad replied: “Do not be
angry. Even if people provoke you, do not
lose your temper, and forgive those who
make you angry. Adopt forgiveness as
your behavior.”

This article is for those who would
like to know a little more about the sub-
ject of the Danish cartoons, Muhammad.
It is an article for the seeker of knowl-
edge, the ignorant cartoonist, and espe-
cially for the ill-tempered rioter. It is easy

to have false perceptions of a person when
one sees them at a superficial level or as a
symbol. The recent violent riots over the
Danish cartoons depicting Muhammad are
an example of two sides misunderstand-
ing the character of a man who always
lived his life with forgiveness and humil-

ity and left it with very few material pos-
sessions. Upon his departure from this
world, his followers had in their own pos-
session only the book he preached and
the deeds and actions of the humble life
that he lived.

Four accounts of Muhammad’s life
help to depict his character — his man-
ners, his sense of justice, and his commit-
ment to equality. The first is the account
of his wife, Aisha. When it came to the
care of the household, there were never
any tasks that were undignified or below
him, though his followers numbered in the

Aziz Alkhalifa is a 4th year Muslim archi-
tecture student from Bahrain. He can be
reached at ara33@cornell.edu.

tens of thousands. Accord-
ing to Aisha, “He always
joined in household work
and would at times mend his
clothes, repair his shoes, and
sweep the floor. He would
milk, tether, and feed his ani-

mals and
do the
household shop-
ping.”  His actions at
home extended to the
community around
him, and he would of-
ten do the menial work
of others, especially
orphans and widows.
At times, Muhammad
milked the livestock of
a fellow Muslim
woman when her hus-
band was away and
certain chores were
difficult to manage.

As well as be-
ing one who tended to
the affairs of the
h o u s e h o l d ,
Muhammad also had
to serve as the leader
of his followers and
function as the arbiter
of their legal matters.
In this, he always ad-
vised that those who
fell into disputes to re-

spond with kindness. His affairs ranged
from quarrels between two individuals to
larger arguments between entire tribes.
Whether large or small, Muhammad re-
sponded as an impartial judge and treated
his followers and foes the same in the face
of justice. One account tells of a scene
where he was distributing the spoils of
war. People flocked around him, and one
man almost fell upon him. In response, he
pushed the falling man aside with a stick,
inflicting a slight abrasion upon the man.
He promptly apologized and asked the

The prophet said: He who has patience has strength.  The work was drawn by Mohammed Amin in
1958. Amin was one of the last great calligraphers of Turkey.

man to respond justly, and deal an equal
blow upon him. The man forgave
Muhammad and wished the matter to be
settled as such.

The beloved prophet of Muslims was
also one who did not see racial or societal
barriers in the way he practiced his life.
He insisted that righteousness alone was
the criterion of whether one lived a better
life than another. He sat down to eat with
the poor as well as the rich, servants as
well as served. During a journey,
Muhammad and his companions halted,
whereupon his followers began to divvy
the tasks of preparing food. As they
spoke, Muhammad took upon himself the
task of collecting firewood. As much as
they tried to convince him otherwise, he
refused and replied, “I do not like to at-
tribute any distinction to myself. Allah
does not like the man who considers him-
self superior to his companions.”

The final account of Muhammad is
that of a funeral procession. As it passed
by Muhammad and his companions, he
stood up in respect. When he was told
that it was the coffin of a Jew, he in turn
responded, “Is he not a living soul?”

The words reverberate when held up
against the scene of an irresponsible car-
toonist and chaotic rioters. One side does
not know the subject, and the other is
equally ignorant of who they are fighting
for.

The beloved prophet of Muslims
was also one who did not see
racial or societal barriers.

FEATURED
PROGRESSIVE
GROUP AT
CORNELL
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CARICATURES RAISE QUESTIONS, BIAS IN THE MEDIA, SAME OLD SAME OLD ABOUT 
ISRAEL, S.A. ELECTIONS CORRUPT, AND ANN COULTER CAN’T VOTE  

S o m e t h i n g ’ s  c o o k i n g  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  f e w  a r e  p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n .  N e w s  i s 

a weapon that can be wielded by foregrounding some stories, or, more pertinently, by burying others. 

TL staff takes a look at the news items that aren’t always (or are no longer) front-page material.

THE BACK BURNER

Every publication in the democratic 
western world — including Turn Left 

— abhors the violence, destruction and 
death wreaked across the Muslim world 
in response to Denmark’s Jyllands-Posten 
Muhammad cartoon controversy. But 
that’s only half the story.

The media outlets that published the 
racist images (incendiary cartoons de-
picting Islam’s Prophet Muhammad as 
a hateful terrorist) or their mainstream 
apologists have done little to acknowl-
edge the European Right’s growing an-
tagonism towards immigrants from its 
former Muslim imperial possessions. 
Conservative racists have effectively hid-
den their agenda of painting Muslims as 
uncivilized savages unable to assimilate 
into a mostly white and Christian Europe 

behind the universal ideal of freedom of 
speech. But cartoon protests across Eu-
rope and North America have been large-
ly peaceful, while unsurprisingly, violent 
protests have occurred in nations where 
one could say respect for freedom of 
speech - among other democratic values 
- is rather underdeveloped. In the North 
Atlantic, the issue isn’t free speech at all. 
It’s a free-for-all of racist, anti-Islamic 
screed.

Everyone agrees that free speech must 
be protected and that less developed na-
tions must learn to respect the rights of 
journalists, artists, and politicians to 
speak their minds. But free speech is not 
an excuse to belittle and insult the people 
of an entire religion. Shame on the race-
baiting publications that print cartoons 

meant to divide and deride. But shame 
equally on mainstream publications 
across the democratic world that continue 
to echo the chant of free speech, playing 
into the hands of euroracists while ignor-
ing the central story: intolerance and ig-
norance right at home.

No laws or behavior against free speech 
should ever be condoned. TL Staffers and 
like-minded principled progressives com-
mit themselves to the true calling of jour-
nalism: The truth, and nothing but the 
truth. Unfortunately, the real story of the 
Danish cartoons isn’t one of free speech. 
Persistent and malignant racism in our 
western democratic societies is one truth 
that TL will not ignore.

Cartoonish Racism

> > A man protests the caricatures.

We all know that today’s media is guilty 
of sensationalism, overreporting, and 

putting entertainment ahead of the news. 
Now, however, a new threat to fair journal-
ism is taking the form of “balanced” report-
ing. Obviously bias in the news is a threat 
to independent journalism (just look at Fox 
News), but a strained attempt to be unbiased 
and non-partisan obscures the truth and un-
dermines the sanctity of accurate reporting. 
The coverage of the Jack Abramoff scandal 
is a case in point. The major networks have 
largely ignored this scandal to begin with, 
only giving it a short segment buried in the 
broadcast on most nights. But beyond their 
lack of coverage, the media has consistent-
ly insisted that the corruption embodied in 
by the scandal is bipartisan. Nothing could 
be farther from the truth. Not one penny of 
Abramoff’s own money went to a Democrat, 
and since he began representing the Ameri-
can Indian Tribes in question, he has diverted 
money from Democratic congressmen to Re-
publicans. Yes, Democrats have taken money 
from these tribes, but they always have. Since 
Abramoff’s run-in with them, the tribes have 
given far less. Therefore, Abramoff’s infl u-
ence has been solely to increase Republican 
power and to gain favors for it.

So why does the media insist that the cor-
ruption is a bipartisan problem? The answer 
is that the media has put being “balanced” 

ahead of being factual. Facts are facts, and 
truth is truth, and more often than not the re-
ality of the situation is not equally benefi cial 
or equally hurtful to the people or parties in-
volved. It is because the facts do not usually 
work out evenly that reporting is necessary. 
It is the journalist’s job to discern what is 
truth and what is spin. When Bush and Kerry 
were debating about Iraq policy, the media 
dropped the ball by refusing to explain the 
reality of the situation. Instead, they simply 
regurgitated the rhetoric coming from both 
campaigns. The media disgraced itself by 
not forcefully putting down the Swiftboat 
ads as malicious and false. There was plenty 
of evidence in opposition to their claims, but 
instead of enlightening the public, they chose 
to stay “balanced” and “disinterested.” In the 
case of the Abramoff scandal, the news me-
dia presents the facts against various mem-
bers of Congress but go on to make asser-
tions that may be completely unrelated or 
unfounded. Of course there is and has been 
Democratic corruption. But to say that this 
particular scandal, one which is on a magni-
tude that we have not seen the likes of since 
Watergate, is a bipartisan one, is journalisti-
cally lazy at best and dishonest at worst.

What Are They Reporting On?

> > Lobbyist Jack Abramoff

The Truth of the Matter

In Attempting to Be Unbiased,

the Media Often Neglect the Facts
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Our most profound thanks go out to Students 
First/University Voice ticket mascot (and SA 

Vice President of Public Relations) Sarah Boxer 
’07 and the Student Assembly Elections Commit-
tee for reminding the Cornell community about 
the upcoming SA, University Assembly, and 
Trustee elections!

Too bad the election packets were due less than 
TWO HOURS after the notifying e-mail from the 
Offi ce of the Assemblies was sent out — right, 
Sarah?. The notice went out to undergraduates 
at 2:57 pm on February 20th, when the packets 
(which have been available much of February) 
were due at 4:30 pm`the same day! A minor mis-
take we know — it’s not like you and your friends 
on the Elections Committee were trying to swing 
the election in favor of your friends by not giving 
any guidance or direction to the Offi ce of Assem-
blies (i.e., not doing fulfi lling the obligations of 
the VP of Public Relations). After all, it’s only the 
primary responsibility of the VP of PR at election 
time to let the Cornell community know about 
things like elections — it’s not like your inaction 
made it harder for those who aren’t in your little 
circle of power to run for student elections — is 
it?

All in all, we applaud you, Student Assembly 
Elections Committee members, because you’ve 
done such a great job in improving the situation 
from last year — when information about candi-
date packets was sent out last minute, cutting off 
so many potential rivals to Students First/Univer-
sity Voice from their democratic rights. Not like 
there were any problems — your Students First 
party swept into power fair and square — right, 
Sarah? It’s not like this year we’ll see a repeat of 
last election’s fraud, vote-stealing and candidate 
intimidation. And it’s not like your tactics were 
passed down from former VP for Public Relations 
and perennial thorn-in-the-side of elections ethics 
Michelle Fernandes ’06.

And hey, if you have any problems getting the 
word out about the elections and the need for a 
clean electoral process, just let us know. We’re 
right on top of it. And if there are any problems 
with this year’s contest, we’ll let you know. Be-
cause like any impartial and ethical concerned 
citizen, we know you’ll heed our complaints.

SA Elections: 
Sinking Lower and 

Lower... 

Ann Coulter, Cornell alum and founder of the Cor-
nell Review, made headlines a few weeks ago when 

she cast a ballot in the wrong precinct in Palm Beach 
County’s council elections. Coulter is no stranger to the 
media spotlight. Her infl ammatory political barbs have 
risen more than a few eyebrows since she began her ca-
reer as an outspoken conservative pundit.

To the uninformed eye, it might look like Coulter was 
as “feeble-minded” as the Floridian voters she poked 
fun at after the 2000 presidential elections or, perhaps, 
a little disoriented after reeling from all the cream pies 
which have landed on her face. But Ms. Coulter wrote 
down an Indian Road address instead of Seabreeze, her 
actual address, on her voter’s registration application. 
She also signed to certify the information as true.

The forged address belongs to Suzanne Frisbie, Coul-
ter’s realtor when the blonde GOP heavyweight (“light-
weight” equally applies) packed her bags and moved to 
sunny Palm Beach. Ms. Frisbie testifi ed that “she [Coul-

ter] used this address to forward mail when she moved 
from New York.”

Whatever the case, to vote knowingly in the wrong 
precinct is a third degree felony in Florida. Lying on a 
voter’s registration carries a fi ne of up to $5,000 and fi ve 
years in prison. And you thought Dick Cheney shooting 
a guy was enough ammo for jokes at least until to the 
next election.

In the unlikely event that Coulter spends one day in 
jail, lawmakers will have a little problem on their hands, 
as male penitentiaries are already fi lled to the brim in 
Florida. For someone who contributes nothing to the 
public consciousness except clever new ways to insult 
liberals, this could be a blessing in disguise. Her “ballot 
botch” might afford Coulter the rare opportunity to use 
her acumen and wit to do something positive for soci-
ety, like expose the inequities imbedded in our justice 
system.

Ann Coulter, ’85,
Votes in 

Wrong Precinct

A couple of weekends ago, some of us 
here at TL received an e-mail from 

Jamie Weinstein, president of the Cornell-
Israel Public Affairs Committee (CIPAC). 
The e-mail told us of a CIPAC-sponsored 
presentation by Itamar Marcus, president 
of the Palestinian Media Watch. Jamie 
told us that “[Marcus’s] presentation will 
be one of the most intriguing and disturb-
ing that you are likely to see during your 
time at Cornell” and went on to say: “I 
guarantee this presentation is like nothing 
you have seen before.” Three senior TL 
staff members heeded his call and went to 
see what this presentation was all about.

Marcus’s presentation exposed some-
thing revolutionary and groundbreaking, 
indeed so shocking that even the most 
well-informed members of the Cornell 
community were caught off guard: Hamas 
and extremist Palestinians use anti-Se-

mitic and Israeli propaganda to promote 
terrorism. Why hasn’t anyone heard about 
this? I mean, if this took aspiring Ivy 
League scholars by surprise, how could 
we expect the common man to be aware 
of these issues?

Marcus used a steady stream of anti-
Semitic and anti-Israel media clips from 
Palestine to advance his sophisticated so-
cio-political argument: Israel is right, Pal-
estine is wrong; the US is good, the UN is 
bad. The cutting edge analysis that Mar-
cus provided made clear the one simple 
answer to the confl ict that has been plagu-
ing the region for decades: isolate Pales-
tinians from the rest of the world so that 
they have no choice but to comply to our 
demands. Finally, a solution that will have 
the whole Middle East on board.

In Marcus’s nearly airtight presenta-
tion, we here at TL found one small blem-

ish. Marcus repeatedly made reference 
to the fact that he (along with his chock-
full-o-clips PowerPoint presentation) 
had infl uenced decisions made in Con-
gress and 
even the 
W h i t e -
H o u s e ! 
While this 
may be 
mighty im-
p r e s s i v e , 
we would 
caution Mr. 
Marcus to 
w i t h h o l d 
from brag-
ging about 
his sway just 
yet. If we 
look at the 

actions of those currently in power, let’s 
just say that history will judge whether 
those actions are indeed the right ones.

Some New Rhetoric, Please?
Pro-Israel Activist Sounds Like a Broken Record

> > Ann Coulter (Peter Stephan)
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Reasons Why 
We’re Not

Terribly Upset 
That the 

Groundhog Saw 
His Shadow

 10. It’ll keep al-Qaeda away for at least 
another six weeks.
 9. We’ve got more ice than Busta Rhymes.
 8. At least the bitter cold will numb the 
pain when your GPA is on the wrong side of 1.
 7. It’s a good excuse to sing Vanilla Ice 
when walking around campus.  Oh,
“Ice, Ice Baby.”
 6. David Horowitz named both the 
groundhog and its shadow as two of the
most dangerous liberal professors in America.
 5. Trying to climb incredibly steep hills
covered in ice is an excellent substitute for 
paying to use Cornell’s gyms.
 4. With Bush quitting snow a few years 
ago, we can count on his not visiting Ithaca 
anytime soon.
 3. Four words: “Survival of the fi ttest.” 
– Ithaca winters make Cornell even more 
selective – Darwin-style.
 2. Hey, the new West Campus buildings 
are at least 40% less ugly when covered with 
snow.
 1. With less foliage around, at least it will 
be safer to duck hunt.
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