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t continues to boggle the mind why
Americans in general—conservative,
liberal and every ideology in be-

tween—insist on deluding themselves with
their supposed independence from the fed-
eral government. This myth of “rugged in-
dividualism” has had an immeasurably
harsh effect on the most disenfranchised
and vulnerable of our society.   Such an
ego boost is definitely not worth further
victimizing the victimized.

Hurricane Katrina first hit in January 2001.
It was not at all that the mechanics of the
hurricane itself were in motion more than four
years ago; however, the ensuing devastation
could have easily been quelled by certain pre-
paratory measures. Michael Brown, the di-
rector of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) during the initial carnage of
Katrina, is a prime example of the Bush
Administration’s complete disregard for prac-
ticality in favor of reducing and privatizing
the federal government.  Brown first joined
FEMA as counsel by the graces of his long-
time friend and then FEMA director, Joe
Allbaugh, who also ran Bush’s re-election
campaign in 2000. When Allbaugh resigned
in early 2003 to further pursue corporate in-
terests, Brown became the director. Suddenly,
a self-proclaimed lawyer who happened to
have earned his J.D. from a school of law that

was not even accredited by the Association
of American Law Schools at the time—a man
who was fired for mismanagement in his po-
sition as supervisor over judging for the In-
ternational Arabian Horse Association—was
in charge of emergency management for the
country.

And apparently, involved government
is fine with us rugged individuals when it
comes to the ever-imminent threat of terrorist
attacks. Thus, the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) was created. However, Bush
and his cronies were a step ahead of us in
their disregard for the importance of the fed-
eral government; while they used the name
of the department to appease our dependence
on the government for security and prepared-
ness, they were going all out in downplaying
the relevance of one of the more important
aspects of homeland security: emergency re-
sponse. First, in 2001, FEMA Budget Direc-
tor Mitch Daniels announced outright his
goals of privatizing much of FEMA’s respon-
sibilities, while Allbaugh announced the ne-
cessity of downsizing the agency. The same
year, FEMA declared that a hurricane devas-
tating New Orleans was one of the three “like-
liest, most catastrophic disasters facing this
country.” Again in 2003, in the tradition of
downsizing “big government,” FEMA was
relegated from the status of a cabinet-level

BY ALAN RA

Brutal Individualism:
Katrina Relief Effort Mismanaged

o those of you who are from the
South, I’m sure this does not
sound very compelling, but as

the secular, godless, Subaru-driving,
New York-plate-having, Manhattan-ite
elitist that I am, I consider this no small
feat.  While writing this, I wonder if that’s
a reflection on myself; have I bought into
the “culture war” theory so much that
my perceptions are being colored by my
preconceived notions?

You turn on the TV and all you see
is red versus blue.  Fox News tells us to
hate, PBS tells us to contribute money,
but the main point is that we have been
instilled with an us versus them mental-
ity, whoever the “us” is.  But take a mo-
ment and step back.  One of “them” is
probably right next to you right now,
eying your reading material suspiciously.

Victim of this (possibly false) di-
chotomy, I took my intense fear and cu-
riosity about the unknown and, in Au-
gust, started driving south along I-95 from
New York City with three companions
almost as ragamuffin as myself.  Our first

T

See Aftermath, page 11

See The South, page 20

BY LOUIS WASSER destination was Miami.
Now, some of you who have been

to Florida are probably sitting there say-
ing, Miami?  That’s not Southern at all.
There is a lot of credence to the idea
that the further south you go in Florida,
the further north you get in outlook; but
to get to southern Florida by car from
the Northeast, there’s plenty of real
South to drive through.

God bless President Eisenhower and
his commitment to interstate transpor-
tation, but there is a downside to the in-
terstate system that Americans created
in the 50s: everything looks the same
from the road.  Unfortunately, in the in-
terest of time, we spent most of the trip
along I-95 on I-95, and not much else.
But, at a stop in Columbia, South Caro-
lina, I got a taste of things to come.

We had spent the night at a pig
farmer’s house (a family friend of one
of my companions). After spending the
night sleeping in a bedroom with a fridge
full of country hams (the actual leg of a
pig, with the foot still attached), we woke
up early the next morning, determined
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The Turning Point
Ithaca Kicks Off Month of Action Against the War in Iraq

Eric Schlosser, Author of Fast Food Nation, Lectures Cornell

Ithaca, NY- “Cindy Sheehan is kicking off
her national tour today, so we're kicking off
a month of action here”, Patrick Young '06
said as he watched a growing crowd gather
in the Ithaca Commons. The announcement
for this rally went out to the usual listserves,
and as a result the usual citizens arrived.
Children toddled through the crowd as sign
up sheets, orange armbands and flyers made
their way around the circle.

Dozens of Ithacans and a smattering of
Cornell students came together on Aug. 31st
under the Commons pavilion to plan for
September’s actions, which include a Fast
Relay, a national march on Washington, and
a general strike throughout Ithaca on Sep-
tember 30th that has been dubbed Orange
Friday. These events are being organized
by Cornell for Peace and Justice.

Although the Commons kickoff had
been advertised as a rally, it quickly mor-
phed into more of a group discussion re-
garding the anti-war actions planned for this
month, as well as an opportunity to recount
tales from Camp Casey, where a number of
Ithacans had joined Cindy Sheehan in pro-
test of the war. Lynne Feeley ‘06 spoke
about her experience outside the Bush ranch
in Crawford, Texas: “Everyone felt as though
they were at the start of something. There
was one face of the movement in Crawford.
A face different from the one we have here”.

In Crawford, Ms. Feeley said, there was a
strong presence of Iraq war veterans, par-
ents of soldiers killed in Iraq, and a mostly
politically moderate group that was much
less radical and less prone to protest than
the one gathered in the Commons on Au-
gust 31st.

No one in the crowd knew Douglas Stel-
mach, a Buffalo resident, when he stood up
and asked if he could interject. “I’m the last
person you’d expect to be here, I’m a con-
servative and a military man.” Standing
straight-backed, Mr. Stelmach calmly told
the group that his friend had been killed in
Iraq the day before while trying to assist an
Iraqi child with his backpack. He reminded
the group that when soldiers see a peace or
anti-Iraq war demonstration, they often see
a lack of personal support for the troops.
After speaking, Mr. Stelmach began to walk
away until a protest regular asked him to
stay, a gesture that prompted the Iraq war
vet to listen to the rest of the meeting.
        This exchange was indicative of the
shift that is currently occurring in the na-
tional population. Rally organizers empha-
sized that according to recent polling, 60%
of America currently opposes the war. As
Mr. Stelmach spoke, the rest of the group
remained respectful; although one woman
began to yell out that anti-war protesters
were clearly not against the troops, the
crowd quieted her in an attempt to keep the
conversation civil. What could have become
a heated and unproductive exchange end-

Ithaca, NY- At the Statler
Auditorium on September 12th, Eric
Schlosser, author of Fast Food Nation
and Reefer Madness, spoke to Cornell
students about the meatpacking industry
and its mistreatment of the people they
employ in their processing plants.  His
graphic and impassioned speech on the
topic ended with a call for action,
encouraging Cornell students to take
action and protest the meatpacking
industry’s actions.

Pete Sikora ’97 from the Consumers
Union, which produces the magazine
Consumer Reports, introduced Mr.
Schlosser.  Stating that, “In the best of
circumstances, what goes on inside of
meatpacking plants is not a pretty scene,
to put it mildly,” he introduced the meat
industry in America. He raised one
particularly frightening set of numbers:
every year there are 76 million cases of
food-related illnesses, of which 300,000
result in hospitalization and 5,000 result
in death.  These numbers, he added, are
likely underestimates.

Mr. Schlosser began by noting “it’s
been four years since my book came out.
I wish Fast Food Nation was out of date.
I wish the social problems I wrote about
in 2001 were obsolete.  But that’s not
the case.  If anything, things have gotten
worse.”  He then brought up a recent

Everyone felt as though
they were at the cusp of
something historic.

BY ALEXANDRA BERKE

BY BEN SELIGMAN

ed with Mr. Stelmach staying after the rally
to chat with other participants.
        Building upon this spirit of anti-war
discussion and education is the goal of the
upcoming Orange Friday, which Wes Han-
nah ‘06 has described as “a general strike
of all people in protest of the occupation of
and the war in Iraq.” The goal of the strike
is “coming together as a community, attend-
ing teach-ins and rallies.” Orange was cho-
sen as the color because it’s something that

you cannot ignore and organizers are try-
ing to “bring it [the war] into people’s eyes.”

Feeley, Hannah and Young Listen to community members at the Commons. (ATB)

Delivers Call for Action on Meatpacking Worker Safety
report from Human Rights Watch,
authored by Cornell senior lecturer of labor
law Lance Compa. The report cites
numerous and systematic human rights
violations within the meatpacking industry,
including firing workers who are injured
on the job, foiling efforts to unionize, and

low wages. “It was the first time [Human
Rights Watch] had singled out a single
industry in the United States," Mr.
Schlosser noted.

He continued with a historical
overview of the issue, beginning with
Upton Sinclair’s landmark work The
Jungle, which exposed much
of the cruelty and lack of
consumer safety seen in the
meatpacking plants of a
century ago.  This spurred
then-President Theodore
Roosevelt to endorse and sign
the Pure Food and Drug and
Meat Inspection Acts, but did
nothing to help workers, who
were often maimed or killed.
However, conditions
improved through the
successful union mobilization
and enforcement of antitrust
legislation until, by the 1950s,
he said, meatpacking was one
of the most desirable
industrial jobs, with waitlists
for potential employees.

This began to fall apart in
the 1970s, with the movement
of factories to rural areas to
avoid unions and be closer to
cattle.  The Reagan
administration’s lax
enforcement of antitrust laws
further worsened the

situation, Mr. Schlosser said.
The statistics he cited were

staggering: 80-90% of meatpacking
workers are recent or illegal immigrants,
who often speak no English, and are

Eric Schlosser calls on Cornell students to take action against the meatpacking industry.  “If
there’s anything food you should spend extra on, it’s meat,” he said. (BJS)

See Schlosser, page 8
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Ujamaa Holds Forum on Katrina
Aftermath

Ithaca, NY.-  On Sept. 11th, over a hundred
students, faculty, and community leaders
descended on the Townhouse Community
Center to discuss the effects and aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina, particularly with
regards to the African American community.
"We might be in a Cornell bubble, we might
not know what's going on", Deven Gray, a
graduate student, said in regards to why
the meeting had been called.  The Ujamaa-
sponsored meeting began with a
presentation detailing the humanitarian
devastation wrought by Hurricane Katrina
on the Gulf Coast: hundreds dead,
hundreds of thousands displaced, and the
multiple levels of belated and ineffective
government response.
     However, instead of contemplating or
criticizing the government's delayed
response, the meeting quickly shifted
gears.  Immediately after the presentation,
representatives from about a dozen
primarily minority student organizations

BY CHRISSY ESPOSITO
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Cornellians to Join Anti-War March in Washington
Expected to Face Counter Protestors

Nate Shinagawa Wins Democratic
Primary; Gwen Wilkinson to Run for

District Attorney

Ithaca, NY.-  As students from Cornell
begin making plans to descend on
Washington D.C. the weekend of
September 24th to protest the war in Iraq,
they can expect to meet counter-protesters
at the march from an amalgamation of
conservative organizations.

Anti-war protests are expected to far
outnumber any counter-protests at a time
when a recent AP-Ipsos poll indicates that
over half of Americans believe the United
States made a mistake in going into the
war with Iraq. However, conservative
groups across the country are still
struggling to mount a noticeable response
to the planned demonstrations throughout
the weekend.

Seemingly, the most determined of
all these groups is a web-based
organization called Protest Warrior, a
group that prides itself helping to “arm
the liberty-loving silent majority with
ammo— ammo that strikes at the
intellectual solar plexus of the Left.”  The

Ithaca, NY.-  The Democratic primaries,
held on September 13th, resulted in Nate
Shinagawa '05 winning the Democratic
endorsement for Tompkins County
Legislator. Shinagawa will be running in
the general election on November 8th on
a platform of extending bar closing times
to 2am, ending police discriminatory
harassment of students, revitalizing the
public transportation system, and keeping
property taxes low.

Shinagawa attributed his sucess to the
hard work and dedication of his campaign
workers, and also to the increase in voter
turnout for the 4th District (which
includes Collegetown and most of West
Campus). He said of his supporters,
"Today was one of the most amazing days
of my life -  not because of the victory,
but because I saw how truly lucky I am
to have friends like these in my life."

Discusses Effects on African American Community
advertised their respective fund-raising
events for Katrina victims.  The planned
events ranged from date auctions to a fall
trip to New Orleans, but all embodied a single
commitment to help victims of Katrina.
      Following the presentations, Professor
Robert Harris, Cornell’s vice provost for
diversity and faculty development and
associate professor in the African Studies
department, asked for Cornell's commitment
in helping displaced students from Xaiver, a
historically black school, settle in and get a
good start at Cornell.  He passed around
two collection plates, saying, “I'm asking you
to dig deep...these are kids who came to their
dorms and had to evacuate.”  By the end of
the night, a thousand dollars had been
collected, all of which will go toward books
for the new students from Xaiver.

When asked to what extent he thought
Cornell has been willing to help students
displaced by Hurricane Katrina, Prof. Harris
responded, “The University has taken a great
leap of faith, making provisions for an
additional 200 students, and has not yet
asked where the funding will come from.”

BY MICHAEL IANNOLINO

group’s website features a number of
videos in which “warriors” enter into
crowds of peaceful protesters and
purposefully antagonize them. In response
to the planned rally, the group has
organized “Operation Defend the White
House.” The group is encouraging
members to “counter the leftist mobs
planning to surround the White House this
September.”

Another conservative group, Free
Republic, is employing a different tactic,
calling their counter-demonstrations a
“Support the Troops Rally”. Rebekah
Ward grad, a member of Cornell for Peace
and Justice and an organizer of the D.C.
trip, disagreed with that characterization.
“The best way to support the troops is to
bring them home,” Ms. Ward said,
“asking them to die for a war based on
lies and motivated by greed, that doesn't
seem supportive to me.” She also
expressed hope that “huge contingents
made up of anti-war vets and military
families” will effectively combat the
“support the troops” argument.

As she continues to organize the
student trip here at Cornell, Ms. Ward
said, “I have given a little thought to
counter protestors, but I am not
concerned. We are many.” Ward instead
has focused her attentions on the “many,”
making preparations for the 100 or more
protestors expected to depart from the
Ithaca area early on the 24th.  In addition
to Cornell students, the caravan from
Ithaca is expected to be joined by
protestors from nearby Wells and Ithaca
College, as well as some residents from
the Ithaca community.

According to Ms. Ward, the Ithaca
contingent will arrive in Silver Spring,
Maryland, and then take the Washington
Metro to meet up with other protestors
from around the nation. The two national
organizers of the event, the A.N.S.W.E.R.
Coalition and United for Peace and Justice,
are expecting upwards of 100,000 people
to participate in the march, which will
commence with a rally at the White House
and then proceed through downtown D.C.
Afterwards, marchers will gather on the

Mall for an anti-war fair. Later in the
evening an “Operation Ceasefire” concert
will feature socially aware musical
performances such as Thievery

Corporation and Steve Earle.  Cindy
Sheehan, who sparked renewed
opposition against the war after staging a
protest outside of President Bush’s Texas
ranch earlier this summer, will also be
appearing.

Despite brewing tensions, so far, very
little violence is expected by either
conservative or liberal groups, or by
District of Columbia authorities.

Organizers expressed
hopes that ‘huge
contingents of vets and
military families’ will
bolster the march.

Professor Harris discusses Cornell’s plans for assisting Xavier students at an
Ujamaa-sponsored forum. (MSI)

Although the number of people voting
in these primaries was less than in other
districts of Tompkins County, the 4th
District more than doubled it's turn- out
from last year. Also, in the mayoral
primaries in 2003, only 79 people voted
as opposed to the 129 that voted in this
election. The turnout only in collegetown
(not including West Campus) actually
had a higher voter turnout rate than
anywhere else in Tompkins County.

Another important race for this
year, will be for District Attorney.
Democratic candidate, Gwen Wilkinson
will be challenging the incumbent
Republican, District Attorney George
Dentes. Wilkinson is running on a
platform of reforming sentencing
toward non-violent drug offenders,
prioritizing the prosecution of domestic
violence and child abuse, utilizing the
county's resources better and restoring
accountability to the office of the District
Attorney.

DA candidate Gwen Wilkinson meets SAGE co-president Serena Shulman ‘06
after delivering an introductory speech at a Cornell Democrats meeting. (WYH)

BY NATHAN POFFENBARGER
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National News Bulletin
BY JOSH PERLMAN

Forty-five dead bodies were found in a flooded New Orleans Hospital this past
Monday.

     In response to Hurricane Katrina, the federal government is engaging in large scale
       housing development on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain

     On Tuesday, Senators questioned John Roberts, the first Supreme Court Nominee in
      11 years. Roberts refused to answer questions regarding his views on abortion.

     Parts of Los Angeles were left without power on Monday when utility crews struck a
       line.  Coming the day after the fourth anniversary of the September 11th , the outage
       sparked elevated levels of concern.

     With Tropical Storm Ophelia 200 miles offshore of North Carolina and not predicted
       to make landfall for two days, officials in North Carolina ordered all non-residents to
      leave one of the State’s Barrier Islands.  Three hundred National Guard troops were
     stationed at points along the coast and school systems in five counties were closed.

    According to the Justice Department’s inspector general, the FBI has consistently
      violated its own guidelines in dealing with confidential informants.

    Eleven children were found locked in cages built into the walls of an Ohio home.  The
      cages were less than three and a half feet tall.

     Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice defended President Bush’s record on racial
       issues on Monday and called Hurricane Katrina “an opportunity” to ameliorate racial
        injustices of the past.

     Joseph Smitherman, who served as mayor of Selma, Alabama for 35 years, including
      the years of segregation and beatings during the 1960s, died this past Sunday.
      Smitherman supported segregation during the 1960s, but had widespread support
       from the black community by the time he left office.

     On Monday, President Bush appointed R. David Paulison to head the Federal
       Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) on an interim basis in the wake of Michael
        Brown’s resignation.

     According to a National Guard spokesperson, New Orleans city officials have cut
      food rations in order to pressure holdouts to leave the city.

     Despite having its best recruiting month in four years this past August, the U.S.
       Army expects to fall short of its recruiting goal for the year for the first time since
         1999.

     On Monday, the Senate agreed to vote on a resolution that challenges rules
         restricting mercury emissions from power plants.

    Charities report that donations for Hurricane Katrina victims are exceeding those of
      other recent disasters.

Asia/Pacific:
-Japanese PM Junichiro Koizumi wins by landslide in Diet elections- North
Korea insists on nuclear ‘rights’ at Six-Party Talks in Beijing – Afghan
President Hamid Karzai urges US to reconsider anti-terror strategy as US plans
pullout for next year – Indonesian court delivers death sentence for Australian
Embassy bombings – Chinese President Hu Jintao visits Canada to develop
energy ties – Nepal arrests 500 pro-democracy protestors – Singapore,
Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia agree to joint air patrols of Malacca Straits to
fight piracy -

Europe:
-German politicians Schroeder and Merkel in dead heat ahead of polls –
Bosnian Serb War Crimes suspect Sredoje Lukic surrenders to authorities –
Italy to extradite London bombing suspect, Hamdi Isaac – Belfast racked by
rioting over official decision to divert controversial Orange Order Parade –
European members reject US call for NATO role in Afghan counterinsurgency
operations-

Middle East:
-Israel completes withdrawal from Gaza Strip, Palestinian President Abbas calls
for end to chaos in Strip – Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to visit UN
in US over nuclear issue – Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak wins by landslide
in polls marred by low turnout and abuses – American envoy accuses Syria of
training terrorists-

Africa:
-Nigeria withdraws police contingent from peacekeeping operation in
Democratic Republic of Congo following sex scandals – Doctors Without
Borders warns that Nigerian food aid is being misdirected as the country
struggles with famine – Fuel shortage hinders efforts to deliver food aid to
Southern Sudanese – Hutu rebels reject peace accord with Burundi – Somali
police blockade UN offices-

Americas:
-UN envoys in New York agree to a draft package of reforms, poverty
reduction goals – Cuba announces formation of medical team to aid in global
disaster relief – Clashes mark anniversary of Chilean coup that led to Pinochet
dictatorship – Nicaraguan community overrun by rats receives UN aid-

International News

Bulletin
BY BEN SELIGMAN

Three Western States Sue to Protect Forests

Washington D.C.-  On August 30th, officials
from California, New Mexico, and Oregon filed
suit against the Bush administration in order to
uphold a road-building ban in national forests in
their states. In the lawsuit, the states argue that
removing the road ban violates the National En-
vironmental Policy Act (NEPA).
   California Attorney General Bill Lockyer out-
lined his rationale in saying, “I am filing this law-
suit because the Bush administration is putting
at risk some of the last, most pristine portions of
America’s national forests.”
   The ban, enacted by President Clinton during
the end of his second term, prohibited the devel-
opment of roads in 58.5 million acres of national
forest. The road ban also forbade logging on
these lands, which sparked a number of lawsuits
by the timber industry.
   Last May, the Bush administration did away

with the Clinton policy and gave states eigh-
teen months to appeal to the federal govern-
ment to sustain bans on road construction. The
US Agriculture secretary now ultimately deter-
mines whether the states’ choice will be hon-
ored. In the absence of such a petition, the for-
est land would be opened for development in-
terests.
   State governors worry that they lack the funds
and manpower to follow through on a petition
that requires states to map and environmentally
study the lands they want to preserve. Accord-
ing to Governor Ted Kulongoski of Oregon, this
policy is “an unfair and unnecessary burden on
states that would amount to a price tag of mil-
lions of dollars and result in piecemeal manage-
ment of federal forest land.”
   Among the chief environmental concerns of
the three states are decreased water quality and
increased sedimentation and pollution. Water
from the national forest accounts for one-third

BY JOSH PERLMAN of freshwater consumed in the
west. Harm to endangered spe-
cies is also a concern, as the un-
developed forest land is critical to
the reestablishment of the much-
admired California Condor.
(Sources: LA Times, Office of the
Attorney General-State of Cali-
fornia Department of Justice)

California Attorney
General Bill Lockyer filed
suit with three other
attorney generals, arguing
that road construction will
endanger “some of the last,
most pristine portions of
America's national forests.”
(AP)
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Iraqi Constitution Heads for Referendum
Sectarian Infighting Continues

Washington D.C.-  Storms of controversy
continue to swirl as the Iraqi government
awaits the outcome of the October referen-
dum on the recently drafted Constitution.
Submitted to the transitional National As-
sembly two weeks after its August 15th
deadline, its provisions have already left
large swaths of the Sunni population disaf-
fected, setting the stage for its possible re-
jection and therefore the dissolution of the
present Iraqi government.  Serious objec-
tions over the document’s democratic na-
ture have also been raised.  The Second
article, which mandates that “Islam is the
official religion of the state and is a basic
source of legislation,” appears to have
carved out a very marginalized role for wom-
en in the new state since “no law can be
passed that contradicts the undisputed
rules of Islam.”  These transparent setbacks,
however, did not seem to have fazed Presi-
dent Bush, who on Aug. 28th hailed the di-
visive and democratically-questionable doc-
ument as “an inspiration to all who share
the universal values of freedom, democra-
cy, and rule of law.”

The Constitution had been submitted for
ratification despite the vehement objections
of the Sunni members of the drafting commit-
tee.  One of the Sunni’s principal concerns
resided in the Constitution’s provision for a
federal republic with decentralized seats of

power.  Sunnis believe that this loose federa-
tion will ultimately lead to a divided, and po-
tentially contentious, Iraq.  Rival Shiites and
Kurds, meanwhile, have been positioning
themselves to create semi-autonomous to au-
tonomous zones wherein most of Iraq’s oil
reserves are situated, maneuverings which, if
successful, may bring economic famine to
Sunni regions.

The Sunni’s end of the straw appears to
have been rendered even shorter by the
Constitution’s terms set for Iraq’s de-
Baathification.  Former members of Saddam
Hussein’s Baathist party, largely made up of
Sunni Muslims, are to be disenfranchised in
the new Iraqi republic.  While many Baathists
committed atrocities of the highest order of
magnitude, it is known that many teachers
and professionals had also been compelled
to join, and were likely not a party to Saddam’s
cruel and repressive regime.  This represents
a decisive blow for Sunni Muslims who will
not be able to exercise their right to vote come
election time.

But Sunnis, who appear bent on frustrat-
ing the ratification of the Constitution, still
face many roadblocks ahead.  Three of Iraq’s
eighteen regions must reject the Constitution
by a two-thirds margin to invalidate it, num-
bers which will be reasonably hard to attain
for a Sunni minority.  Their cause may be bol-
stered by Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr's
movement, whose leader has yet to decide
whether he wants to boycott or oppose the
Constitution.  If al-Sadr resolves to oppose

the Constitution, Sunnis are likely to assert
that the document is a recipe for the splinter-
ing of an Iraqi state, and they may be able to
accumulate enough votes to strike down the
document.

However, it may be just one article of the
Constitution which has the farthest reaching
implications for the Iraqi people, but more spe-
cifically, for Iraqi women.  The Koran recog-
nizes women as natural subordinates to men,
conferring them much fewer rights than their
male counterparts.  If Islam were to be desig-
nated the legal framework of a new Iraqi state,
as spelled out in the Constitution’s 2nd ar-
ticle, the future role of women in the republic
may be in serious jeopardy.

Despite these roadblocks, the Bush ad-
ministration continues to hold a vested inter-
est in seeing to that Iraq’s constitution pre-
scribes a full-fledged democracy.  However,
opinion polls have shown weak public sup-
port for the Bush administration’s assertion
that the democratization of Iraq was a legiti-
mate justification of war.  Responding to re-
cent remarks that Iraq’s constitution seemed
to more closely resemble that of a water-
downed democracy or even a Muslim theoc-
racy, CIA official Reuel Marc Gerecht con-
tended that “women’s social rights are not
critical to the evolution of democracy.”
Gerecht has recently come under fire for his
controversial assertion.

Grim realities continue to surface to the
fore as the Bush administration celebrates the
hammering out of Iraq’s constitution as a tri-

NEWS

umph of the human spirit.  A great deal will be
settled on October 15th, which will bring
hordes of Iraqis to their respective polling sta-
tions, where they alone will decide what fate
will befall them.

St. Patrick's Four Speak Out at Cornell

BY JAMIE GULLEN

Ithaca, NY-  As public support for the War
in Iraq slowly bleeds away, protest season
is heating up. With events planned over the
next month, activists are not missing their
opportunity to have their anti-war voices
heard. Yet on the evening of September 8th,
Cornellians had the chance to hear from four
protestors who began their efforts to op-
pose the war back in March of 2003, before
the invasion had even begun.

It was St. Patrick’s Day when Ithacans
Daniel Burns, Clare Grady, Peter DeMott, and
Teresa Grady walked into an Army-Marine Re-
cruiting Center in Lansing and poured a small
quantity of their own blood on the walls and
floor, as well as over literature and an Ameri-

can flag. They then read aloud a statement
explaining their actions and as devout Catho-
lics, began to pray.

The four explained that their use of blood
in their protest was symbolic, in that “Blood
is the sacred substance of life, yet it is shed
wantonly in war. As Catholics, when we re-
ceive the Eucharist, we acknowledge our one-
ness with God and the entire human family.
We went to the recruiting center using what

we have - our bodies, our blood, our words,
and our spirits - to implore, beg, and order our
country away from the tragedy of war and
toward God's reign of peace and justice."

The four were originally charged in
Tompkins County where they stood trial, but
after presenting their defense, nine jurors felt
they should be acquitted, while three did not.
The jury could not reach a resolution, and a
mistrial was subsequently declared. Although
this could have been the end of legal action
against the four, George Dentes, the District
Attorney of Tompkins County, requested that
the federal prosecutor for New York State pick
up the case and try it under charges of federal
conspiracy to impede an office of the United
States. The new charge brings with it a poten-
tial 8 1/2 years prison sentence as well as a
$250,000 fine per person.

At their meeting with Cornell students
last Thursday, the four explained that the two
main legal defenses that the they have been
using are international law and the "neces-
sity defense." Ms. Grady defended their ac-
tions by charging that they were merely pro-
testing the Iraq war, which they claimed had
been a violation of “international laws that
our country signed on to and helped write.”
She also noted that in the Constitution,  “Ar-
ticle 6, Section 4 states that all treaties signed
by nations are upheld by all courts and judges
of our nation.” Furthermore, Ms. Grady ar-
gued, there is a constitutional basis for citi-
zens to take action against overt crimes of the
government.
On the other hand, the necessity defense used
by the St. Patrick's Four is based on the con-
cept of committing a crime in the process of
preventing a greater crime from occurring. The

group members said they felt that their act of
civil disobedience was committed in the hopes
of preventing what they felt was a much
greater crime- the United States government
going to war in Iraq.

Although Judge Sherman in the
Tompkins County trial denied these as legal
defenses, the four were able to bring up their
reasoning over the course of that trial and feel
it helped them persuade those 9 jurors of their
innocence.

Now, as their county trial approaches,
the four have new legal grounds on which to
stand. The new charges cite that they dam-
aged property exceeding $250 by staining the
walls and the floor. The four claim, however,
that the total cost for cleaning the wall sand
floor would surely not amount to $250 and
hope to use that inaccuracy in their defense.
After explaining the details of their trial, the
St. Patrick's Four opened up the floor for ques-
tions from the audience. One student asked
what they felt is the best course the country
should take in Iraq, given the current state of
the war. Ms. Grady replied that she thought a
shift from military force to humanitarian aid
might have been more prudent, as it would
require the United States to shift its priorities
from economic interest to actually doing good
in Iraq. Another audience member asserted
that to assume Iraq cannot figure it out is an
arrogant stance to take. However, Ms. Grady
noted that in pre-war Iraq, college education
was free and women were allowed to attend
school. She said, “The worst possible sce-
narios have happened and women’s rights
are gone.”

The four ended their presentation by
compelling students to keep pushing for their

own rights. They first underscored the sig-
nificance of the First Amendment right to ex-
press dissent and claimed that the United
States government was actively attempting
to stifle that right. They also recounted the
unjust nature of who gets recruited to go fight:
African Americans, Hispanics, and poor Cau-
casians. The most horrifying moment of the
evening came when one of the four told the
audience that military recruiters had been sent
into the Superdome in New Orleans to recruit
the poor displaced victims of Hurricane
Katrina into the National Guard.

The night concluded when the four
thanked Cornell for Peace and Justice, who
had worked to bring them to speak at Cornell,
as well as the many members of the Redbud
Woods Working Group who were in the audi-
ence.

The four, all of whom have families to
support, will begin to stand trial on Septem-
ber 19th in a Binghamton courtroom. They
have asked for members of the Cornell and
Ithaca community to join them at the trial as a
source of support.

The “Saint Patrick’sFour”

Sunnis believe that this
loose federation will
ultimately lead to a
divided, and potentially
contentious, Iraq.

BY RICH GETZEL

According to the Four:
‘Blood is the sacred
substance of life, yet it
is shed wantonly.’

The Four Face Charges For Spilling Blood on Military Recruitment Station

What’s Next for the Iraqi
Constitution:

• The referendum on the Iraqi
Constitution will be held on
October 15.

• 16 of the 18 regions must
approve it for its ratification.

• To procure a non-approval
status, a region must strike it
down by a 2/3 margin at the
ballot box.
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Endemic Unaccountability:  From Iraq to Katrina
BY WAYNE Y. HUANG
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

We’ve heard references
to ‘Remember 9/11.’ Its
meaning is profound:
our government has
failed its citizens again.

The Power of Print.  The Trust of People.

T
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n a Cornell Daily Sun guest editorial
on Sept. 14th, Cornell College Republi-
cans President Paul Ibrahim con-

demned liberals for having “actively op-
posed the liberation of Lebanon just to see
the Bush administration, and America, be
humiliated and proven wrong.”  “Fortu-
nately,” he continues, “the Left has failed
in its attempt to undermine the success of
democracy in the Middle East.”

Although opposition to the liberation
of Lebanon is an extraordinarily incorrect
characterization of liberals, Mr. Ibrahim has
committed a far more profound error in his
broad portrayal that the Left’s opposition

to President Bush’s foreign policy stems
from an odd desire to undermine the bring-
ing of democracy to the Middle East.   If
anything, it is the Bush administration’s own
incompetence and lack of accountability
that has undermined its own policy both
abroad and at home.

Prior to Hurricane Katrina, it may not
have been clear before that this was an ad-
ministration that rewarded loyalty over com-
petence and revered profiteering over sac-
rifice. Although it became despairingly ob-
vious that the Bush administration and his
inner circle of neo-cons had  breathlessly
bungled the war in Iraq and shredded its
own credibility, the American people gave
Mr. Bush credit for his bold, if vague, vi-
sions and for his unwavering trust in his
own beliefs.

 However, increasing number of Ameri-
cans now see that the Bush administration
has failed to accept the serious responsi-
bilities that come with such power.  One can
easily draw the parallels between the fed-
eral government’s slow and confused re-
sponse to the devastation wrought by
Katrina and the incompetent handling of the
Iraq war.  Indeed, this administration’s flip-
pant attitude towards accountability and re-
sponsibility is endemic in everything that it
has done in the past four years.  They have
undermined themselves.

wo weeks ago, as those who had
survived the hurricane began dying
from lack of water and medical treat-

ment, and as bodies floated in the flooded
streets of a devastated New Orleans, it still
had not dawned on Mr. Bush that this was
a disaster of catastrophic proportions.  Ac-
cording to Newsweek, a staff member had
to splice together clips of newscasts on a
DVD for the President to watch, a full four
days after Katrina had hit.  “How could this
be—how the president of the United States
could have even less ‘situational awareness’
than the average American… is one of the
more troubling and perplexing chapters in a
story that, despite moments of heroism and
acts of great generosity, ranks as a national
disgrace,” lamented the Newsweek article.
Conservative Paul Craig Roberts, a fellow
at the Hoover Institution and a former as-
sistant secretary of the Treasury during the
Reagan administration, summed up the dis-
gust that he and many other Americans felt:
“The destruction of New Orleans is the re-
sponsibility of the most incompetent gov-
ernment in American history and perhaps
in all history,” he wrote. “Americans are rap-
idly learning that they were deceived by
the superpower hubris. The powerful U.S.
military cannot successfully occupy
Baghdad or control the road to the airport—
and this against an insurgency based in
only 20 percent of the Iraqi population.
Bush’s pointless war has left Washington
so pressed for money that the federal gov-
ernment abandoned New Orleans to catas-
trophe.”

Much of the blame has fallen on the
Federal Emergency Management Agency,
whose director Michael Brown resigned
earlier this week after the media reported
that Mr. Brown was essentially a political
hack with no prior disaster management ex-
perience.  He had been forced to resign from
his previous position as a commissioner of
a horse sporting association, and was sub-
sequently appointed to FEMA in 2001 by
his previous college roommate and 2000
Bush-Cheney campaign manager Joe
Allbaugh.

Mr. Brown is only part of a larger orga-
nizational problem at FEMA and other fed-
eral agencies.  After Sept. 11th, Mr. Bush

folded FEMA into the Department of Home-
land Security.  By all accounts, since then
the agency has experienced a mass ejection
of senior officials who complain that the
agency was being crippled by political ap-
pointees and a lack of resources from the
Bush administration.  According to a Wash-
ington Post investigation, five of eight top
FEMA officials had little to no experience in
disaster management.  Due to high turnover
rates, three out of five FEMA natural-disas-
ter officials and nine out of 10 regional di-
rectors were only serving in acting posi-
tions.  FEMA’s top three officials— Michael
Brown, Patrick Rhode, and Brooks
Altshuler— had ties to the White House or
to President Bush’s 2000 campaign.

The same political hackery was evident
in the Iraq war, where many offices of the
Coalition Provisional Authority were staffed
by 20-something year old young Republi-
cans with no experience in reconstruction.
Instead, many of them did have resumes
filed with the Heritage Foundation.    When
widespread looting broke out in Baghdad
after the March 2003 invasion, Donald
Rumsfeld shrugged it off:  “that’s what hap-
pens in a free society.  People loot.”     As
looting broke out in New Orleans two weeks
ago out of desperation for food and sup-
plies, federal troops were not in sight.

his is an administration that is re-
luctant to fire people or to admit mis-
takes.  A leaked memo last week

showed that Karl Rove was ready to play
political hardball by telling the administra-
tion to shift blame towards state and local
officials.   Two Fridays ago, Mr. Bush
blithely declared to the FEMA director that
“Brownie, you’re doing a heck of a job.”
Although the President has refreshingly
accepted responsibility for the mismanaged
federal response, it remains to be seen
whether he will actually hold anyone respon-
sible, just as no one was held responsible
for 9/11 and for errors committed during the

T

Bodies of hurricane victims were strewn across St. Bernard Parish in Louisiana last
week. (Reuters / Bryan Snyder)

Iraq war. Republicans in Congress are cur-
rently fighting against the appointment of
an independent investigative commission,
insisting that the Congress can investigate
itself.  The President himself fought the cre-
ation of an independent 9/11 commission
before finally relenting to political pressure.

Political pressure must come now from
Americans.  It was easy to feel disconnected
from the 160 Iraqis killed by massive bomb-
ings on Sept. 14th.  Yet the sight of bodies
still strewn across Louisiana and Missis-
sippi is an intolerable sight in our home-
land.  Americans are ready to hold account-
able those who were paralyzed for days af-
ter the disaster.  We are standing up, ready
to accept shared sacrifice instead of resort-
ing to reckless profiteering, a notion that
remains foreign to the people currently in
power.   Congressional Republicans are de-
laying but still quietly planning for the push
for a $300 billion estate tax repeal, a tax that
affects less than one percent of the popula-
tion.  Joe Allbaugh was seen in New Or-
leans last week attempting to secure lucra-
tive clean-up contracts for his lobbying cli-
ents, with the first contracts going to Bechtel
and Halliburton subsidiary KBR.

This past week, we’ve heard many ref-
erences to “Remember 9/11,” particularly
from Bush supporters.  Its meaning is po-
tent and often overlooked.  Our government
has failed its citizens again.
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“…You have people who don’t heed those warnings and then put people at risk as a result
of not heeding those warnings. There may be a need to look at tougher penalties on those
who decide to ride it out and understand that there are consequences to not leaving.”

- Sen. Rick Santorum (R- PA), referring to New Orleans hurricane victims,
interview on WTAE-TV, Sept. 4th, 2005

“…Whoever was in charge of planning and preparing for the worst case scenario appeared
to assume that every American has the capacity to load up their family in an SUV, fill it up
with $100 worth of gasoline, stick some bottled water in the trunk, and use a credit card to
check in to a hotel on safe ground…I see a continuation of passive indifference on the part
of our government towards the least of these.”

                                - Sen. Barack Obama (D- IL), on the Senate floor, Sept. 6th, 2005

“…I hope we realize that the people of New Orleans weren’t just abandoned during the
Hurricane. They were abandoned long ago - to murder and mayhem in their streets; to
substandard schools; to dilapidated housing; to inadequate health care; to a pervasive
sense of hopelessness.”

- Sen. Barack Obama, Sept. 6th, 2005

____________

“We finally cleaned up public housing in New Orleans. We couldn’t do it, but God did.”
- Rep. Richard H. Baker (R-LA), Wall Street Journal, Sept. 9th, 2005

____________

“I’m going to go home and walk my dog and hug my wife and, maybe get a good Mexican
meal and a stiff margarita and a full night’s sleep. And then I’m going to go right back to
FEMA and continue to do all I can to help these victims.”

- Embattled former FEMA Director Michael Brown,
after being removed from Katrina duties,  Associated Press, Sept. 9th, 2005

“And Brownie, you’re doing a heck of a job.”
- President Bush, congratulating Michael Brown, Sept. 2nd, 2005

____________

“What I’m hearing, which is sort of scary, is the [evacuees] all want to stay in Texas.
Everyone is so overwhelmed by the hospitality. And so many of the people in the arena
here, you know, were underprivileged anyway, so this is working very well for them.”

- Former First Lady Barbara Bush, radio interview on “Marketplace,” Sept. 6th, 2005

____________

“I don’t think anybody anticipated the breach of the levees.”
- President Bush, on “Good Morning America,” Sept. 1st, 2005

“...Louisiana State University engineer Joseph Suhayda and others have warned for years
that defenses could fail. In 2002, the New Orleans Times-Picayune published a five-part
series on ‘The Big One’ examining what might happen if they did.”

- CNN, “Experts: Models Predicted New Orleans Disaster,” Sept. 2nd, 2005

IN REVIEW
PENALTIES, PUBLIC HOUSING, AND BROWNIE

D.C. SIMPSON / IDrewThis.org.  Reprinted with Permission.

- “Unfortunately, the headlines of course in most of the
country’s papers on Tuesday were New Orleans Dodged a
Bullet,” or words to that effect.  At that time, when those
words were in our minds, we started working issues before
we were asked.”

    - Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Richard Myers

- “And I remember a week ago today reading the newspa-
per that said New Orleans had successfully dodged the
bullet of Hurricane Katrina, and then we saw the levee
break.”

                       - Rep. David Dreier (R-CA)

- “I remember on Tuesday morning picking up newspapers
and I saw headlines:  New Orleans Dodged a Bullet.”
            - Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff

- “When that storm came by, a lot of people said we dodged
a bullet. When that storm came through at first, people
said, whew. There was a sense of relaxation, and that’s
what I was referring to. And I, myself, thought we had
dodged a bullet. You know why? Because I was listening
to people, probably over the airways, say, the bullet has
been dodged.”
                                                                        - President Bush

No Comment Zone

“I believe it’s important for a woman to be
on the Supreme Court because there needs

to be a female voice, especially on key
issues such as abortion and contraception.
It is unfair to have a male-dominated court
system because decisions will be biased.”

“I never really thought about it… theoreti-
cally it shouldn’t make a difference because
judges are supposed to be impartial. I think

it’s important because O’Connor had a
strong personality and we can’t fill her seat
with a generic male. We need a woman with

viewpoints and beliefs similar to hers.”

“Women should be on the Supreme
Court- it shouldn’t be limited to just one.
There should be a more equal division
between women and men. Women have
different viewpoints on gender issues.”

“I think that if she is as qualified as a
guy, [President Bush] should consider
it. We should look at both women and
men for the position, but women should
not be considered any more than we
would consider a guy.”

“It’s whether they do the job
right. A woman in such a high
position of government could
be a good role model, repre-
senting a chance for women to
succeed. Personally, it doesn’t
make a difference to me.”

Freshmen on the Street
Chief Justice William Rehnquist passed away last week, and Sandra Day
O’Connor, the only other woman on the Supreme Court, has retired.
President Bush must nominate two candidates to fill these vacancies; he
has already nominated John Roberts.

“Do you think it’s important to have a woman on the
 Supreme Court?”

Tania Prado ‘09

Jaydev Mahadevan ‘09

 Dan Baufford  ‘09

Nabeela Abid  ‘09

Roland Wang ‘09
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Headlines and Gas Shortages

A

TAR HEEL BLUE        Sarah Olesiuk

lthough moving in this year went
much more smoothly than the chaos
of last year when I had to move in

with 3,000 freshmen at the same time, there
were still some things that I needed to take
care of before classes started. I had to buy my
books, figure out how my roommate and I
were going to live together in a room that was
meant to be a single, and endure the hell that
is add/drop. I also needed some help setting
up my computer, and Turn Left’s editor-in-chief
graciously agreed to assist me, so long as I
would help him with distribution.

I’m still not exactly sure what he did to
make my computer function properly, but
when he was done, Internet Explorer was gone
and Mozilla Firefox was ready for me to
choose whatever homepage I wanted. I was
temped just to make Google my homepage,
but since Mozilla has that snazzy little Google
toolbar, I felt that it would be a little redun-
dant. I ended up opting for CNN.com. Prob-
ably not the most liberal news source, you’re
thinking, but in my defense it’s definitely not
the most conservative, and, CNN is always
quick to pick up on big stories developing on
both a national and international level.

For a while, every time I opened the
browser, the CNN headlines greeted me with
new developments in Iraq or tragic stories
about missing children. However, that all
changed on the morning of August 29th when
Hurricane Katrina made landfall along the
coasts of Louisiana and Mississippi. Since
then, the headlines have had anything and
everything to do with Katrina and the devas-

tation she caused, and nothing to do with
anything else. There was only a brief refer-
ence to the death of Rehnquist and the Iraqi
stampede that killed over 1,000 people.

In the days following Katrina, and as the
devastation became sickeningly apparent, my

roommate and I would
watch the news clips
available on the CNN
website. After, we’d sit
in silence, not sure if we
could truly comprehend
the gravity of the situa-
tion. Although both my
roommate and I were not
affected by the hurri-
cane, our hearts go out
to those who were.

Yes, I am absolutely
appalled at the way in
which the U.S. govern-
ment handled the situa-
tion in Louisiana and
Mississippi, but I’m
choosing to let someone
with far more expertise
comment on that aspect
of the hurricane devas-
tation. What I do want
to talk about is the eerie
foreshadowing Katrina
gave us: a glimpse of the
nation in the midst of a
fuel crisis.

The day Katrina hit, at least eight Gulf
Coast refineries shut down or reduced their
output of oil due to loss of electricity, flood-
ing, or both. Ultimately, twenty U.S. refineries
were affected in some manner. A couple of
days after the storm hit, my mother called to
inform me that she (my mother teaches at a
community college) had the day off because
the gas supply had been cut off in my home-
town of Asheville, NC. The Katrina situation
cut the city off from gas for three days, and as
a result, lines for the remaining gas grew long
and began backing up traffic. The city im-
posed a ten gallon cap on the amount of gas
drivers could put into their tanks. Many busi-
nesses closed when workers couldn’t drive
in; no one knew when more gas would arrive.
Gas stations closed as supplies dwindled. My
parents, however, remained fairly unfazed by
the event. My dad can walk to work, my mom
didn’t have to go to work, and they recently
purchased a hybrid. For many though, espe-
cially for those who must drive long distances
to work, the lack of gas was a mini-crisis.

In fact, even the part of nation that wasn’t
in real crisis mode seemed to be in mini-crisis
mode as gas prices skyrocketed. CNN told me

TL

The Katrina situation
cut the city off from gas
for three days.
My parents, however,
remained fairly unfazed.

Gas shortages abound on the Gulf Coast.  A disappointed customer at Bebo’s in Foley, Ala. drives off in his
SUV after discovering that the station was out of gas. (AP / Rob Carr)

that gas in Atlanta, GA hit prices over six dol-
lars a gallon. Yikes! USA Today  (I promise I
don’t read that paper…it was just sitting on
the table in the Ivy Room) wrote an article
discussing the pros and cons of installing
locks on your gas tanks. People all over the
country, desperate for gas, were siphoning it
out of others’ gas tanks. The Environmental
Protection Agency (largely pressured by the
current administration) temporarily allowed
the sale of lower-quality, dirtier gasoline.
Granted, part of the country is in a state of
national emergency, but we are also in the
middle of ozone season. Perhaps other areas
of the country could attempt to reduce their
consumption in order to let  others in the part
of the country who need gas  have it. But yet
another article I read on CNN.com told me
that drivers across the nation are only taking
“baby steps” to reduce the amount of gaso-
line they were using. Most drivers were just
bearing the brunt of high gas prices to put
gas in their inefficient vehicles. An indepen-
dent oil consultant quoted on CNN.com said
that demand for gas was so inelastic that
prices would have to rise to almost ten dollars
a gallon to cut gas consumption by a mere

five percent. Furthermore, the average U.S.
fuel economy for cars and light trucks has
fallen steadily from a peak in 1987 of 22.1 miles
per gallon to 20.8 miles per gallon last year.

What frightens me is that Katrina only
knocked out ten percent of U.S. refining ca-
pacity and the government had to take drastic
measures such as opening up national re-
serves and using less-clean gas. The National
Center for Policy Analysis says that if the oil
consumption rate remains stagnant, there is
enough oil on this Earth to get though the
next 500 years. But oil consumption rates in-
crease every year, and  simultaneously, the
predicted number of years of remaining oil
decreases at an accelerated rate. This country
needs an administration that will dedicate sig-
nificant amounts of time and money into re-
searching fuel alternatives.  Now.

Katrina brought many issues to the
nation’s forefront. I can only hope they will all
be addressed.

vulnerable to exploitation.  Meatpacking
was the most dangerous industry in 2001,
according to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, with injury rates 33 times the
national average for factories.  Some
40,000 meatpacking workers were injured
from 2000-2001, representing a quarter
of the meatpacking workforce.

The individual stories were equally
horrifying.  Among the titles of injury
reports filed with the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration (OSHA) that
Mr. Schlosser mentioned included
“employee hospitalized for neck laceration
by flying blade”, “employee’s fingers
amputated in meat grinder”, “employee

burned in tallow fire”, and “employee
killed when head crushed by conveyor
belt”.  Even worse off were the cleaning
crews who, with high-pressure hoses,
clean the factories at night. There have
been numerous reports of deaths from
fumes, dismemberment, decapitation, and
crushed skulls involving unskilled cleaning
crews. As Mr. Schlosser gravely said,
“thousands of meatpacking workers are
injured in the United States each year.
That’s not an accident.  That’s
exploitation.”

Enforcement of and punishment for
violating OSHA standards, Mr. Schlosser
further stated, were incredibly lax.  OSHA
has only one prosecutor in the Justice
Department, as opposed to 36 for the
Environmental Protection Agency.

Meatpacking companies that violate OSHA
laws, he said, have a better chance of
winning the lottery than facing
prosecution.  Meanwhile, Congressman
Norwood (R-GA), who chairs the House
Subcommittee on Workforce Protections,
had in the 1990s sought to strip OSHA of
many of its powers and even blamed
many workplace accidents on the
workers themselves. Furthermore, Mr.
Schlosser said, conditions have gotten
worse during the Bush administration's
tenure.

He ended by calling upon Cornell
students to take action, citing recent
success in getting McDonald’s to require
more humane treatment of animals from
its meat suppliers by PETA.  Among other
things, he encouraged students to make

Continued from Eric Schlosser,
pg. 2 ...

‘Fast Food Nation’ Author Describes Gruesome Working Conditions

Cornell’s food services stop purchasing
from meat packing businesses that abuse
their employees.  He also suggested that
the same rules be used by individuals: not
buying from businesses that use
antibiotics, hormones, or feed processed
from meat products.

Mr. Schlosser ended his talk to a
standing ovation and took questions from
students.  In response to a question as to
why society allows meatpacking
exploitation to occur, he thought a
moment before replying that “people are
reluctant to confront these realities. We’ve
lost connection to agriculture.  People who
see the shrink-wrapped packages in the
market feel no connection to how the meat
was made.”
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The Dalai Lama and Ithaca

hen I walked into the Namgyal
Monastery in Dharamsala, India,
where the Dalai Lama lives and

the Tibetan Government in exile operates, I
didn’t even realize that he was there. None
of the other monasteries I’d been to had
any security, let alone a metal detector or a
ban on photography, so I should have real-
ized that I was about to experience some-
thing special.

As the Dalai Lama descended from the
passenger seat of his gold-colored Suzuki
Grand Vitara, the relatively small crowd rushed
to him—basking in his just being there. After
he left, an old Tibetan woman leaned her head
against the bumper of his car and cycled
through her prayer beads with closed eyes.

The Namgyal monastery serves as a place for
the Dalai Lama to take personal retreats and
acts as the base for his public functions. The
Dalai Lama serves as both the political leader
of the exiled Tibetan community and the reli-
gious leader for Tibetans; the importance of
this double role he plays cannot be overstated.
Even the regular car in which he is transported
gains significance just from his sitting in it. As
such, it may come as a surprise that the only
branch of the Namgyal Monastery in the
United States is located at 412 North Aurora
Street, just down the hill from Cornell.

The Namgyal Monastery Institute of
Buddhist Studies was opened in 1992 as a
result of the actions of Ithacans who are
friends of Tibetan Buddhists. It functions as

a monas-
tery for a
small num-
ber of
monks from
Namgyal in
Dharamsala,
but it also
serves as a
center for
Buddhis t
education
in the
U n i t e d
States.
I t h a c a ’s
Namgyal is
in a regular
house that
has been

transformed into a monastery. What would
be the front room has been transformed with
Buddhist art, mats, cushions for prayer, a large,
garlanded picture of the Dalai Lama, and Bud-
dhist scrolls. Walking inside, I immediately
felt immensely peaceful. I was amazed at how
well it evoked the feeling of being in the mon-
asteries I had visited in India.

I spoke with the monk Tenzin Gephel, a
son of Tibetan refugees who was born, raised
and educated in Dharamsala, and who came
to Ithaca in 1997. He came for a three year
rotation at the service of the monastery, but
chose to stay on through other monks’ rota-
tions. Tenzin Gephel explains that in
Dharamsala “there is less interaction with
people; there is more opportunity to learn
other culture and improve language here.”

There is a community of about forty Ti-
betans here in Ithaca. They come here “to
celebrate and pray,” says Tenzin Gephel. The
community gathers for important events like
the Tibetan New Year and the Dalai Lama’s
birthday, as well as general meditations and
education. There are about ten Tibetan chil-
dren who attend classes at the Monastery
every Sunday to learn Tibetan language, how
to prostrate, and how to say prayers. There is
also a Tibetan culture day every November
where traditional Tibetan dance, the making
of sand mandalas, and the legendary form of
Buddhist debate are demonstrated.

Tenzin Gephel is happy to be in Ithaca.
It’s “a perfect place for monks to live. It’s not
too loud. Not too big, not too small.” As for
the legendary Ithaca winters which are long
and “very cold,” Gephel explains “we have
heat inside and in India we do not have facili-

TL
Namgyal Monastery Institute of Buddhist Studies in Ithaca, New York

ties like that.”
Gephel especially loves how, during his

walks, he can see prayer flags, ubiquitous in
India, strung on houses all over Ithaca. He
explained that the five colors represent the
elements and they are meant to be placed in
higher places such as on the tops of houses
or in the mountains. They increase fortune

and “blessings are taken all over the place.
Blessing the environment. Blessing our mer-
its in the wind.”

If you are interested in getting involved
with the community and learning more
about Buddhism look for the prayer flag
laden house on North Aurora Street. Open
meditations are held every Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday at 5:15 pm. On the
first Friday of every month, there are med-
itation classes at 4:15 pm. Namgyal also
holds a number of weekend retreats and
special courses. Visit their website at
www.namgyal.org or call them at (607)
273-0739.

take a dim view of those who dismiss
Bush and his neo-con cohorts as
chickenhawks, shamelessly invoking

this derogatory term for draft-dodgers who
now feel safe to unleash inexcusable car-
nage from the comfort of their own palatial
executive offices.   The truth is, Bush and
Company have been in the front lines of a
battle which has been going strong for
nearly five years now.  The war against real-
ity has farther-reaching implications than
any conventional war.  Americans have
fallen prey to the endless spinning and, dare
I say, avalanche of lies for so long now, that
I feel we have almost come to accept them.

Any self-respecting partisan hack
knows how the Republican spin machine
operates.  Don’t ask me.  Ask George him-
self, who on May 24th, said, “See in my line
of work you got to keep repeating things
over and over and over again for the truth
to sink in, to kind of catapult the propa-
ganda.”  I know what you are thinking; you
are positively shocked that our own Presi-
dent can use the word catapult in the right
context.  Another observation— he also
violates one of the first rules of
Machiavellianism: deceive, but at the very
least, cultivate the image of scrupulous-
ness.

The formula works something like this:
package a simplified, black-and-white-
washed message, wrap it with the American

flag, and send it off to willing and complicit
media outlets (talk radio shows, cable net-
works, websites), that will faithfully dis-
charge their duty to deceive the American
people.  “Iraqis are better off now that we’ve
liberated them.”  It’s a message we’ve heard
countless times.  It’s simple, vague, and it
certainly reflects well on our country’s ef-
forts in Iraq.  But is it an honest assessment
of the situation in Iraq?  Hardly.  If a coun-
try is a terrorist-magnet gripped by an unre-
lenting insurgency, and its people have less
access to amenities like electricity than be-
fore the war, it is unconscionable to make
such a blanket statement like the aforemen-
tioned.  I am not saying that the administra-
tion cannot make such an assertion, but it
doesn’t qualify it.  President Bush is liable
to suggest that there’s still much work ahead
of us, but the lack of substance in the
administration’s characterization of Iraq is
alarming.

Well, it gets worse because a new tac-
tic has emerged, and it has won instant
popularity among extreme hate-mongers.
On August 22nd, the “Reverend” Pat
Robertson went on the record, speaking of
Hugo Chavez, the democratically elected
Venezuelan leader and said, “I don’t know
about this doctrine of assassination, but if
he thinks we’re trying to assassinate him, I
think we really ought to go ahead and do
it.” And you thought Pat Robertson was

just a Bible-thumping, fundraising, megalo-
maniac.  Apparently he holds a great deal of
clout in South American politics as well.
Two days after, he was back on the air again
insisting “I didn’t say assassination…I was
misinterpreted by the AP.”

Rush Limbaugh joined the party as well,
despite the notable absence of Oxycontin
being passed among the glazed-over wall-
flowers.  During an August broadcast,
Limbaugh barked, “I mean, Cindy Sheehan
is just Bill Burkett. Her story is nothing more
than forged documents. There’s nothing
about it that’s real, including the mainstream
media’s glomming onto it… It’s nothing
more than an attempt… made by the coor-
dinated [chuckle] left.”  Two days later, he
clarified his remarks: “Apparently, what’s
out there is that I said that Cindy Sheehan
is no different than Bill Burkett, that Bill
Burkett lied and Cindy Sheehan lied.
They’re actually out there, people saying
that I am accusing Cindy Sheehan of mak-
ing up the fact that she had a son and mak-
ing up the fact that her son died in Iraq.
And of course, I’ve never said this.”

Let’s recap this new strategy.  Go on
the record and say something which em-
bodies the height of absurdity.  Go off the
record and attend to whatever you may be
attending to at the moment.  Go back on the
record and deny whatever you had said,
even though millions of people plainly heard

it and may hear it again and again and again
if they so desire.  And don’t forget to blame
the media for taking you out of context.

It would be nice if there were a produc-
tive debate over policy these days.  But

much to my dismay and much to the detri-
ment of our democracy, the actual particu-
lars of reality have become the main points
of contention.  And the Republicans have
armed themselves to the teeth to squash
the truth and ensure the continuous drum-
beat of misinformation.  Hey Rush, I’ll tell
you what’s not real, every single stated jus-
tification for the War in Iraq, that is, unless
democracy = Muslim theocracy, chaos =
order, and liberation = carnage.  Hey, there’s
an Orwellian formula for you.  But we don’t
quote him in this column.

Alexandra Berke         WHAT’s LEFT

Rich Getzel         APHORISMS and LINES

I
Debunking Talking Points
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Walking inside, I felt
immensely peaceful. It
evoked the feeling of
being in the monasteries
I had visited in India.

Much to the detriment of
democracy, the actual
particulars of reality
have become the main
points of contention.
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Tulane Students Arrive at Cornell

mid hurried cell phone calls, eager
Cornell volunteers, and compli-
mentary refreshments, Tulane Uni-

versity students who had been displaced
from their New Orleans campus gathered in
the Browsing Library of Willard Straight Hall
just hours after their arrival at Cornell last
Tuesday.  But this was not the leisurely ori-
entation that Cornell freshman receive ev-
ery August.  The newly arrived Tulane stu-
dents, numbering 191 total as of last Friday,
waited in line to find housing for the semes-
ter as Cornell volunteers scrambled to find
vacant rooms in dormitories, fraternity hous-
es, and off-campus apartments. Many be-
lieve that out of the many universities ac-
cepting displaced New Orleans students,
Cornell is now home to the largest contin-
gent in the nation, though University offi-
cials could not confirm the statement.

Given the chaos and trauma caused by
Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath, the
Tulane students remained in good spirits.
In general, the students seemed to find Cor-
nell welcoming and were impressed by the
campus and its facilities.  Tulane student
Derek Fosser ’08, who was in the process
of trying to secure a room for the semester
in the Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity house
said, “so far, I love Cornell.”

But it was evident that the students’
experiences in the aftermath of Katrina were
trying.  Bolun Wang ’09, of Hartford, CT,
was expecting to begin his freshman year at
Tulane as Katrina strengthened and set its
sight on New Orleans. Mr. Wang arrived at
Tulane Saturday morning, August 27th , less
than two days before Katrina hit.  Just hours
later, students were told that they should
not bother unpacking.  The order had been

given to evacuate.
 That same evening, Mr. Wang, along

with a number of other Tulane students,
embarked on Bus Ride to Jackson, Missis-
sippi, where they spent the next four days.
According to Mr. Wang, students slept on
a gymnasium floor in a setup that reminded
him of a “refugee camp.”  Despite the fact
that Katrina took him completely by sur-
prise, Mr. Wang was positive about the sit-
uation, saying that he was simply going to
“make the best of it,” although he was not
confident that Tulane would be able to hold
classes again during the spring semester.

Other students had even more of a lo-
cal connection to the trau-
matic events of Hurricane
Katrina.  Mr. Fosser of New
Orleans, LA and Andrew
Basu’08, of Baton Rouge, LA
were preparing to begin their
sophomore years at Tulane.
Instead, the two students
found themselves driving for
twenty-six hours and waiting
in ninety minute lines for
gas.  Both students’ families
survived the storm safely, al-
though Mr. Basu, who has
his own residence in New Or-
leans- where he had to leave
all his possessions in the
rush to evacuate- is still un-
sure of the fate of his house.
Mr. Fosser’s family evacuat-
ed, and while their house
withstood the storm, mem-
bers of Fosser’s extended
family had their houses com-
pletely destroyed.

Although both Mr. Fos-
ser and Mr. Basu experi-
enced the storm in similar
manners, they reacted quite

differently to the aftermath of Katrina.  Fos-
ser said he was “disgusted” with people in
New Orleans who complained about not
being taken care of immediately after the
storm cleared.  He argued that those people
should have been happy that they had their
lives at that point.  Mr. Basu, on the other
hand, felt that those who had been left to
fend for themselves were rightfully angry
because they should have been “guaran-
teed security.” Basu went on to say, “We’re
not Sri Lanka.” However, both Mr. Basu and
Mr. Fosser agreed that the federal govern-
ment’s response was inadequate.

These sentiments were echoed by Hi-

UPHEAVAL AND RENEWAL

ITHACA, NY

Two men seek protection from Katrina's pummeling rain and winds in New Orleans’ French Quarter.  (AP)

laria Salinas ’07, a fourth-year student in
Tulane’s architecture program.  Ms. Salinas,
a native of Nicaragua, was surprised that
the local and federal government did not
act soon enough, noting that the response
“definitely should have been better.” Sali-
nas questioned why the US government al-
lowed such “chaos” to take over and said,
“That doesn’t even happen in Iraq.”

With additional reporting by Ben Seligman.

Survivors slog through New Orleans’ Canal Street on Aug. 30th. The EPA has warned that the floodwaters presented a health hazard.  (Matt Rourke)

A

University Home to Perhaps Largest Contingent of Displaced Students in Nation

BY JOSH PERLMAN
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Mismangement of Katrina Aftermath Worsens Plight of Victims

agency to being collapsed into the
DHS. Then in the summer of 2004,
when Jefferson Parish, Louisiana
requested pre-disaster mitigation
funding, the requests were not only
denied by FEMA, but the re-
quested budget for the New Or-
leans District of the Army Corps of
Engineers was slashed by $71.2 mil-
lion—a record cut. And in the wake
of the disaster, the effort to mollify
the effects of the damages possi-
bly exceeding $100 billion was not
even nearly satisfied by Congress’s
pitiful allocation.

But perhaps the most disheart-
ening aspect of such vehement
budget slashing has to do with who
was and is being victimized. Brown
perhaps best described his utter in-
sensitivity to the matter when he
placed blame on the victims of the
disaster, stating that many perished
because they chose to ignore a
mandatory evacuation order. Of
course it was effortless for Brown
to say so; he’s rich and white. But
in a city where 25% of residents and
40% of children live at or below the
terribly underestimated poverty
line and the poorest live in the low-
est elevations, many did not have a
choice. For many, there was no fea-
sible exit; they did not have cars,
and adequate transportation was
not mobilized. Furthermore, law en-
forcement was instructed to shoot
to kill looters. The poorest of the
victims, who needed to forage to
survive, were supposedly the prob-
lem. Instead of being further as-
sisted in such a desperate time, the
most vulnerable were being left
behind or killed.

The media’s portrayal of the
most susceptible of the hurricane
victims has exacerbated the blatant
racism and class-ism at the root of
such unwillingness to aid. The dif-
ferences in characterizations be-
tween black and white victims have

n Monday, August
29th, Hurricane
Katrina, a Category

Four hurricane, battered the
Gulf Coast of the United States.
In a stretch from Alabama to
Louisiana, homes were de-
stroyed, bridges swept away,
and towns flattened.  New Or-
leans in particular suffered se-
vere damage after the levees
that enable the city to exist suc-
cumbed to floodwaters and the
forces of the hurricane.  Tens
of thousands were trapped in
the New Orleans Convention
Center and the Superdome,
without basic utilities, without
food or medical supplies, and
without security; there were re-
ports throughout New Orleans
of the total breakdown of or-
der, from looting, to shootings
against civilians and relief work-
ers, and rapes.

The Evitable Disaster
The possibility of a major

hurricane hitting the Gulf Coast
and flooding New Orleans had
been known for some time.
Both the New York Times and
the New Orleans Times-Pica-
yune ran specials as early as
2002 on the matter, highlight-
ing how vulnerable New Or-
leans is, as well as the difficulty
of designing levees and other
flood protections.  Prior to 9/
11, FEMA wrote in one of its
own analyses that one of three
disasters most likely to hit the
United States was the flooding
of New Orleans after a hurri-
cane.  Despite the warnings,

little was done to lessen New
Orleans’ vulnerability to such a
disaster.  Instead, levee projects
were cut from the budget, even
as disaster preparedness became
a greater priority after 9/11.

The Relief Effort
Following the hurricane,

vast numbers of people were still
trapped in New Orleans.  These
included many of the city’s poor-
est residents, who lacked cars or
other transportation out of the
city, as well as the elderly and
the invalid, who were in nursing
homes or hospitals and also un-
able to leave.  Many who ex-
pected to wait out the hurricane
in the Superdome instead found
themselves trapped in the arena
without any outside help.  This
has led to extensive criticism of
the evacuation effort for New
Orleans before the hurricane hit,
which left many of those most
vulnerable behind.

Lawlessness took over the
city as looting became rife.  Ran-
dom shootings of relief workers
trying to help evacuate people
were reported.  The worst, how-
ever, was heard from the
Superdome and the Convention
Center, where there were numer-
ous reports of women and chil-
dren being raped and murdered
in the facilities.  Numerous num-
bers of the elderly and hospital-
ized, lacking access to medica-
tion, died as well.

After a delayed response,
President George Bush ulti-
mately sent in regular troops and
reservists in order to restore or-
der and advance the relief effort.
People were evacuated from New

Orleans after a mandatory evacu-
ation order, with many sent to
Texas where Houston offered use
of the Astrodome as a massive
shelter.  Countless others remain
scattered throughout the region
and the country.

Offers for help came from
around the world, particularly from
nations that the United States had
helped last year in the wake of the
tsunami tragedy.  Since then, the
situation has improved some-
what, with breaks in the levees tem-
porarily shored up with massive
sandbags.  However, as engineers
begin to drain New Orleans, much
of the extent of the tragedy, hid-
den by the water, has been re-
vealed.  Furthermore, the environ-
mental impact of pumping the pol-
luted and stagnant water that has
filled New Orleans into Lake
Ponchartrain is unknown.

Recently, in the wake of rev-
elations of the gross incompe-
tence exhibited in the preparations
for and response to the hurricane,
as well as equally startling revela-
tions as to the qualifications he
had, or lack thereof, FEMA direc-
tor Michael Brown resigned.  Fur-
thermore, earlier this week Presi-
dent Bush himself admitted to
some of the blame for the terrible
outcome of this tragedy.

As a result of the hurricane,
tens of thousands of thousands
of Americans have been turned
into refugees, living in temporary
housing provided by friends, fam-
ily, and governments.  Locally, in
response to this event, Cornell
has taken in over 191 students
from Tulane, Xavier, and New Or-
leans Universities.

O

been unconscionably disparate. For
example, Yahoo!’s news service
showed a picture of a black man “af-
ter looting a grocery store.” In con-
trast, Yahoo! also presented a pic-
ture of a white couple “after finding
bread and soda from a local grocery
store.” The Bush administration,
armed with its arsenal of media bi-
ases, has shown very little sensitiv-
ity to the difficulties faced by the
victims before and after the disas-
ter, while being bent on portraying
the poorest and most disenfran-
chised of victims in the worst pos-
sible light.

But where was Bush when all
this was going down? He was at-
tending a V-J Day commemoration,
cutting a birthday cake with John
McCain, playing guitar with coun-
try singer Mark Wills, posing for a
photo op on Air Force One, and
claiming, “Brownie, you’re doing a
heck of a job.” Michael Brown was
off declaring that “things [were]
going relatively well” and Homeland
Security Secretary Michael Chertoff
was contending that the disaster
“exceeded the foresight of the plan-
ners, and maybe anybody's fore-
sight,” despite constant warnings
from FEMA officials and planners
that had stated otherwise.

But surely, in the midst of such
a fiasco, the president was working
hard behind the scenes. Sure
enough, the Navy hired Halliburton
for much of the reconstruction ef-
fort. While New Orleans was drown-
ing, burning, and festering in toxic,
stagnant water, our president was
hard at work ensuring our rugged
individualism by cutting down gov-
ernment involvement and handing
out a contract to one of his favorite
companies. By now, this matter has
left the realm of the issue of bigger
or smaller government far behind. It
is now an issue of sincere empathy
and the willingness to act on it.

Are we ready to give up some
of our “rugged individualism” yet?

CRISIS AND AFTERMATH

Continued from Aftermath,
 on Cover ... Evitable Disaster, Botched Relief Effort,

Thousands Feared Dead

BY BEN SELIGMAN
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Sorry, Wrong Textbook
The Masquerade of Intelligent Design

A

TL

magnet has two poles. It is possible
to assign some polar qualities to
light. There ends the list of scientif-

ic concepts that should be polarized. Yet
polarization remains a favorite technique of
the Bush administration and conservatives
in general when dealing with science and
technology policy.

The latest Republican attempt to please
its conservative fan base is the national de-
bate over introducing the concept of intelli-
gent design (ID) into high school science cur-
ricula as an alternative to Darwinian evolu-
tion. Not surprisingly, this issue's journey to
front pages across the country can be ana-
lyzed as a series of familiar steps: take an intri-
cate idea, explain it using provocative gener-
alizations, and introduce your own school of
thought that conveniently appears to fill all
the holes. It worked for starting the so-called
“war on terror” in Iraq. It's been employed
countless times to build opposition against
making the results of scientific developments
mainstream in America. Intelligent design is
the polarization of rational thought against po-
litically-motivated Republican tripe.

In ID's challenge to evolutionary theory,
the scientific community and all those who
refuse to accept intelligent design as a viable
substitute for evolution have been framed as
godless. Science as a whole is suddenly a mode
of inquiry that goes out of its way to deny
God’s existence. IDers claim a higher moral
ground; they're the philosophers who dare to
make a place for the divine through a suppos-
edly analytical process.

Take, for instance, our very own Cornell
Daily Sun. On the first day of classes, a sen-
tence from Will Evans' “Unintelligent Design”
(The Half Brit, August 25) left me sputtering:
“Science, like religion, is based on a few fun-
damental assumptions, the first of which is
that God or any other supernatural being does
not exist.” It’s sentences like these that
strengthen the power of the conservative
movement and sway people to identify with

ID as an appropriate expressions of their faith
yet salvation from jumping into the traditional
creationists' deep end. It also signifies what
exactly is wrong with the portrayal of the issue
in America: science does not set out to deny
the existence of God. Ironically, Albert
Einstein’s famous statement that “science with-
out religion is lame; religion without science is
blind,” has never been more relevant.

If intelligent design proponents wants to
propose a real scientific theory and engage
biologists at conferences, they need to return
with a better-reasoned argument than what
they’ve got now. The premise of intelligent
design is that some things in nature are too
complex and rare to have evolved by natural
selection, so they must have been designed
by some superior intelligent entity to look ex-
actly as we observe them today. Student
groups like Cornell’s own Intelligent Design
Evolution Awareness Club (IDEA) charge that
“real scientists ask the hard questions,” an
allusion to their belief that traditional science
is shirking the possibility of divine interven-
tion where IDers are embracing it. Actually,

scientists are constantly asking the hard
questions and staying the course when it
comes to answering them. Science developed
as a mode of inquiry to explain the complex-
ity that can be observed in our world on a
daily basis. As the theory stands now, attrib-
uting the world’s complexities solely to an
intelligent designer cannot be done through
the scientific process.

It is important to consider that this main
premise of ID, that the living world is too
complex to occur without design, does not
qualify as a research hypothesis that can be
tested and proven with reproducible evi-
dence.  It is equally important to understand
that the concept of ID ideologically clashes
with what science stands for: namely, the in-
vestigation of the fine workings of the world
that are governed by a set of laws. A true
scientist will never yield to a theory that
claims that since there are holes in a body of
knowledge, they should give up trying to
explain how things came to be and assume
that it has always been that way. Unless in-
telligent design can create a testable hypoth-
esis and perform some real experiments, the
concept remains an idea and not a scientific
theory that can be taught in science curricula.

Debate in the academic world aside, why
is there such rapt attention to what goes on
in our science classrooms? The pro-creation-
ism contingent has been around for decades,
but up until about a year ago, their desire to
modify how evolution was taught was get-
ting nowhere near the amount of national
press attention that the issue
has garnered recently. The ex-
tra step that has made most
Americans pay attention to ID
was the somewhat brilliant tac-
tic of President Bush: turn the
fact that intelligent design theo-
rists have no evidence for their
claims into a “controversy,”
one that has to be taught in sci-
ence classrooms to uphold the
principles of an unbiased and
open learning environment.
What could be more American?
Many citizens were caught by
surprise by this seemingly logi-
cal and seemingly impartial dec-
laration by the man who has
completely turned his back on
compromise when it comes to
other scientifically based is-
sues facing the federal govern-
ment, like global warming.

Bush’s proposal to “teach
the controversy,” a pedagogi-
cal method that is supposed to
ensure “equal representation of
all viewpoints regarding origin
of life,” may seem even-handed
and rational, but it only takes a
glance at the multiculturalism
that is a hallmark of America to
realize how intrinsically narrow-
minded and potentially offen-
sive this suggestion really is.
Teaching the controversy, ac-
cording to Bush, means letting
intelligent design hold its own
against Darwinian evolution in
science classes, perhaps pre-
ceded by a presentation of tra-
ditional creationist theory. If we
are to take his soapbox state-
ment of equal representation of
all viewpoints seriously, there
are at least ten more creationist
stories that need stage time in
science class, one for each of
the religious faiths that have
followers in our country, plus

any other reli-
gion that de-
cides they want
to be part of
“equal represen-
tation.” It looks
like we’d have to
add a minor in
comparative the-
ology to the
qualifications of
the already
scarce and over-
burdened public
school teachers.

But there’s
no need to worry
yet because
looking at this
administration’s track record over the past five
years, there is no way that the President’s les-
son plans include any creationist theory be-
sides Genesis. Apparently, other religious com-
munities in America have been able to recon-
cile their personal faith with the secular cur-
riculum taught in schools to all children with-
out publicly challenging a century and a half
of scientific work.

The truth is that intelligent design does
have a place in high schools. As Daniel C.
Dennett, a professor of philosophy at Tufts
University, pointed out in a New York Times
editorial, the political fervor and significant re-
sponse it has elicited from the scientific com-
munity merits some serious study of how a

Should all future biology lessons look like this? (Seattle P-I)

BY MANISHA BHATTACHARYA

small group of people committed to an ideol-
ogy managed to unite to frame a religious be-
lief as legitimate scientific theory. Teaching
both intelligent design theory and the stir it
created in American politics would be an amaz-
ing topic for “a high school course on current
events and politics” that many of today’s stu-
dents would be interested in, given the amount
of discussion over this topic between stu-
dents of science and the humanities alike. For
now, intelligent design needs to be informed
that unfortunately, it’s trying to badger its way
into the wrong set of textbooks.

Given their track record,
there is no way that the
President’s lesson plans
include any creationist
theory besides Genesis.
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Early in August, a group of
American activists made a
grand statement in protest

of this nation's lackluster efforts
to end mass slaughter in the most
desperate corner of the most em-
battled continent. These women
and men were outraged at the bru-
tal apathy and damnable naiveté
this government has shown when

Desperate Darfuris, Frustrated Americans
Americans Look North for Mobilization Against Century’s First Genocide

dealing with Sudan’s bloodthirsty
Khartoum regime, guilty of a star-
tling three genocides since it swept
away that country’s last near-de-
mocracy in 1989. Led by John
Weiss, associate professor of his-
tory at Cornell, the activists bicy-
cled 900 kilometers from Ithaca,
New York to the nation's capital;
and at the footsteps of the nation-
al symbol of democracy, Weiss
proclaimed to the hundreds of cit-

izens present that “the only polit-
ical leader who can do anything to
stop the genocide is your Prime
Minister, Paul Martin.”

This nation is Canada. The
Capital is Ottawa, and in Canada’s
gothic Parliament buildings on the
Ottawa River, Weiss’ Darfur Action
Coalition sees the last best hope to
end the two-year old genocide of
so-called Africans by the Arab-domi-
nated government in war-torn

Sudan. These frustrated Americans
have ditched their efforts to pres-
sure, enrage, and shame the Bush
administration into action to stop
the twenty-first century's first geno-
cide, leaving their hopes for military
and moral leadership not with the
mighty liberators of Buchenwald and
Dachau, but with the scrappy
Canuck middle power whose military
prowess is the butt of many Yankee
jokes.

The 27 days of the Ride
Against Genocide that culmi-
nated in a rally on the steps of
Canada's Parliament Hill exuded
frustration: the Ride party left
Cornell's Ithaca campus on July
11th, the tenth anniversary of the
Srebrenica massacre in Bosnia;
leaders of Ottawa's Rwandan,
Bosnian and Jewish communities
took part in the rally, driven by
their people's history of 'ethnic
cleansing.’ Indeed, the August
7th rally was tinged with outrage
that the international community,
including both Canada and the
United States, was yet again turn-
ing its back on the victims of geno-
cide.

But the crowning resent-
ment, that of the diverse Sudanese
community, was matched only by
the desperation reflected in the
change in focus of American ef-
forts to end the crisis in Darfur.
The Ride Against Genocide
ended its last leg in Ottawa and
not at the Capital Building in
Washington because many
Americans human rights activists

BY ANDREW GARIB
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Politics of Disengagement
Sharon Takes Major Gamble out of Hopes for Peace

fascinating and vitally
important new step in
the Israeli-Palestinian

peace process is now unfolding.
What makes the Israeli pullout
from Gaza so unique is the divi-
sion it has caused within Israel.
Typically the conflict rages be-

tween those who see Israel as
an occupying force in the region
and those who, rightly, see Is-
rael as protecting its own bor-
ders and its right to survival.
Now, however, comes a great
division in Israeli society and es-
pecially in Israeli politics.  Prime

BY WILL ROSENZWEIG
Minister Ariel Sharon has calcu-
lated that it will benefit Israel’s
security to remove thousands of
his own people from their
homes.  While a majority of Is-
raelis agree with the move, the
disengagement plan has further
angered members of Sharon’s
conservative Likud Party and
has infuriated the religious right
in Israel, many of whom live in
the settlements.

Intelligent and level-headed
arguments can be made on both
sides of the disengagement
question, and no one knows the
consequences and outcome of
such a move.  However, I must
stand with Prime Minister
Sharon in his assessment that
disengagement is a necessary
step towards securing both Is-
rael and peace in the region, as
well as it being the right thing to
do.  Israel must be allowed to
defend herself when terrorists
attack, but border skirmishes
around the settlements have
cost too many lives on both
sides.  From a practical Israeli
standpoint, withdrawal makes
good national security sense.

Beyond this, however,
stand the issues of peace and
morality.  With regard to the
Gaza pullout, I see these two as
one and the same.  While Israe-
lis, and not the Palestinians, have
been the victims of the Intifada,
the terrorist attacks, and the
military incursions that result in
stopping them, Palestinians do
have a legitimate argument when
it comes to the settlements.  I
have long argued that the Pales-
tinians should be given their own
state if they can eliminate their
terrorist backbone and form a
truly democratic, stable govern-
ment, and certainly the Israeli
settlements were preventing
such steps from being taken.
And while the religious funda-
mentalists within Palestine are
responsible for the terrible state
of Israeli-Palestinian affairs to-
day, Israel also has its share of
fundamentalists that too often
affect government policy.  The
Ultra-Orthodox Jews in Israel
also seek to undermine the
peace process, and tearing down
the settlements is an important
statement to them that peace

must be the way.
Above all, I respect Sharon

for taking a major gamble with
his political future in the hopes
of achieving lasting peace.
Standing up to the Ultra-Ortho-
dox in Israel, especially as the
leader of the Likud Party, is not
an easy thing to do.  Neither is
forcibly removing your own
people from their homes.  How-

are convinced that there is not the
slightest hope of progress with their
own government. They have given
up on America.

The Moral Superpower

There are good reasons for
mobilization north of the 49th paral-
lel. Canada is widely accepted as a
'moral superpower', a middle power
with no imperial pretensions and a
history of public support for human
rights around the world.  In late 2001,
Canada's longstanding Liberal Party
government published The Respon-
sibility to Protect, an answer to
United Nations General Secretary
Kofi Annan's 2000 challenge for the
international community to produce
consistent guidelines for the imple-
mentation of the so-called 'right of
humanitarian intervention'. When
governments are unwilling or unable
to protect their own citizens from
catastrophe, Responsibility con-
cludes, other nations have the obli-
gation to provide that protection.
The Darfur Action Coalition (or
DAC, a transnational alliance of re-
ligious, ethnic and human rights or-
ganizations led by Weiss' Darfur
Action Group) has picked a fine
champion for their cause.

Andrew Sniderman, a Cana-
dian student at Swarthmore College
and Vice President of DAC coalition
member the Genocide Intervention

The Star-Spangled Banner features prominently at the American-organized Ride Against Genocide rally on
August 7th at Canada's Parliament Hill in Ottawa. (ASG)

What makes the
pullout from Gaza
so unique is the
division it has
caused within Israel.

Members of the Israeli military and border police force in the Neve
Dekalim settlement restraining a Jewish settler garbed in orange,
the color of the settlers' protest movement in Gaza. (AP)

ever, Sharon sees the important
benefits in such a move, and he
is further proving that Israel is
willing to make concessions
without immediate gain if they
will contribute to peace.  Let’s
hope the Palestinians follow suit.
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Fiscal Irresponsibility
Congressional Republicans Press Forward with Estate Tax Repeal

BY EVAN MARSHAK

s the 109th Congress resumes and
the government faces one of the
worst national catastrophes in his-

tory, Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist has
pledged to pass a tax cut that the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities said would cost
the country $1 trillion in its first ten years of
repeal.  The “death tax” (the Orwellian-style
name for what is legally known as the “es-

tate tax”) currently applies to inheritances
in excess of $1.5 million (or $3 million for a
couple) and applies a marginal taxation rate
of 47%- a steep tax, it goes without saying-
but the timing for repeal really could not
have been worse.  With a national debt of
approximately $7.7 trillion and a cataclys-
mic disaster that, according to the New York
Times, will require at least $100 billion to fix,
Senator Frist needs to rethink his priorities.

Even moderates like Senator Voinovich,
a Republican from Ohio, seem reluctant to
jump on the bandwagon.  Senators are just
not willing to increase the national deficit in
a way that— even barring Hurricane Katri-
na— would be so fiscally irresponsible.
While it is not impossible to find cases of
inheriting family farms which were liquidat-
ed to pay the tax, they constitute a tiny pro-
portion of the 2% of current inheritances
which are taxable in the first place.  Accord-
ing to the Center on Budget and Policy Pri-
orities, in 1998, just over 6 in 10,000 inherit-
ances were primarily comprised of family
farms. Furthermore, the revenue from small
farms and businesses accounted for only
0.5% of estate tax income.  Since then, the
deductible has been increasing.  In 2001,
Congress passed a law that would phase
out the estate tax over a ten-year period.  It
would slowly raise the deductible until 2009
when it would reach $3.5 million per person,
and then be repealed for the fiscal year 2010.
In 2011, without Congressional action, the
estate tax would revert back to its pre-2001
levels (at $1 million per person).  However,
lack of Congressional action is highly un-
likely, as Republicans have clearly put re-
peal on the top of their agenda.

Senator Jon Kyl, a Republican from Ari-
zona who supports the repeal, has said that
“[i]f senators cannot be persuaded to per-
manently repeal the tax, I will offer an alter-

n a t i v e
that sub-
stantially
reduces
its im-
p a c t . ”
Kyl has
s u b s e -
quen t ly
a s k e d
Frist to
lower the
priori ty
of repeal
on the
agenda.

At this
p o i n t ,
C o n -
g r e s s ’
priori ty

should fixate on the tragedy at hand, a di-
saster comparable in recent history only to
the September 11th attacks.  Instead of get-
ting to the bottom of the government's rela-
tive inaction and dispersing much needed
funding, the Republicans have continued
to press forward with a tax cut that further
increases the national debt.

Over the last century, temporary
Keynesian-style deficit spending has been
a great tool of American economic policy.  It
has enabled the government to provide all
sorts of programs that it otherwise would
have had to cut (counter-cyclical programs
that, for example, stimulate the economy
when it is performing poorly and when the
tax revenue is not there to fund them). It
has enabled us to fight wars more success-
fully.  Yet the government cannot survive
by consistently increasing the debt (and
even the annual deficit).  Recent years have
been tough on the budget, with the simul-
taneous wars in Afghanistan and Iraq,
heightened security, and--now--natural di-
saster relief. Funding has been tight while
inflationary pressures have been building.
There now needs to be a far-sighted eco-
nomic plan to address these growing imbal-
ances.  At the current level, each citizen's
share of the debt is a little over $26,000,
more than $2,000 above American per-capita
income in 2003.  Tax cuts are no longer a

viable solution.
In the last four years, 18 states and the

District of Columbia have enacted their own
estate taxes.  It has proven to be an effec-
tive and well-accepted form of taxation.  Cer-
tainly when income tax laws were first
passed, they were thought to be too gross
of an infringement on personal liberty, but
today, income tax is fairly well-accepted as
a necessary way to support social welfare,
national security, and many other essential
programs.

Looking forward, Congress needs to
search for a way to promote fairness in the
tax code while increasing revenue.  It cer-
tainly would not be fair to force farmers to
mortgage their land to pay their inheritance
tax; on the other hand, these cases do not
make up any particularly significant portion
of estate tax-payers.  Perhaps more exemp-
tions are appropriate.  However, whatever
one believes about the merits of the idea of
the estate tax, it cannot be said that pro-
longed tax cuts are an appropriate measure.
At the very least, if the Republicans in Con-
gress really object to the idea of the estate
tax, they need to show some discipline by
supplementing revenues in a way that mini-
mizes the effect of an estate tax repeal.

Source: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

In the aftermath of a
$100 billion natural
disaster, Senator Frist
needs to rethink his
priorities.
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Source: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities
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Don't Have the Energy?
Hybrid Cars Grow in Popularity

BY CLAIRE LAMBRECHT

Will you be next??? ...to buy a hybrid?

ith gas prices in the neighbor-
hood of $3.50 per gallon, it does
not take a degree in economics

to realize that, yet again, that our depen-
dence on foreign oil has left us, paddle-less,
up a creek.  This time around, however, is
not like our parents’ energy crisis; it is not a
geopolitical conflict that is hiking up the
price of crude oil, but rather an overall in-
crease in consumption, in America and
abroad. Emerging (driving) middle-classes
in populous nations, like China and India,
are only exacerbating the problem of the
seemingly dwindling global oil supply. Even
with the help of a $500 million gift of oil from
Kuwait, European reserves, and the open-
ing of American Strategic Oil Reserves fol-

lowing Hurricane Katrina, the issue of high
oil prices will linger on into the weeks and
months ahead.

While swapping out automobiles for bi-
cycles may not be practical, there are alterna-
tives to stuffing your summer savings directly
into your gas tank. One could simply cut out
the middleman and enjoy a little backyard
barbeque with your Ben Franklins.

A more constructive alternative would
involve encouraging parents and peers to
consider hybrid technology when it comes to
purchasing future automobiles. The energy
bill that recently passed by Congress- though
deficient on many fronts- includes a provi-
sion to provide tax credits ranging from $1,700
to $3,000 (which will reduce your tax bill dol-
lar-for-dollar) for individuals who purchase
hybrids after January 1, 2006. In many cases,
this rebate amounts to more than the differ-

ence between the
cost of a regular
car and its hybrid
counterpart.
How much does a
hybrid really save
you? According
to AAA, the av-
erage American
drives 12,000
miles per year. In
a regular Honda
Civic that gets 31/
38 mpg, a year's
supply fuel would
cost you (assum-
ing a gas price of $3.35/gallon) a total some-
where between $1,057.89 and $1,296.77.  The
cost for a Civic Hybrid owner, on the other
hand, would be somewhere in the range of

$788.23 and $873.91, based
on a mileage of 46/51 mpg.

   Hybrid cars have be-
come so popular in recent
years that manufacturers are
having trouble meeting the
demand.  It is not just
penny-pinching drivers and
zealous environmentalists
who have caught the hybrid
bug. Environmentally- con-

scious celebrities like Leonardo DiCaprio, Brad
Pitt, Cameron Diaz, Kirsten Dunst, and Will
Farrell have jumped on board as well.   All of
them now drive their own Toyota Prius hy-
brids.

If the high fuel economy, environmental
benefits, or celebrity fellow-drivers still do not
make hybrid cars an enticing prospect, keep
this in mind: a higher fuel economy means
that every tank will last longer, allowing driv-
ers to limit the number of times they venture
out into the sub-zero Ithaca winters to pump
gas.
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9/11: Four Years Later
Memories from The Ground Zero School

BY WENDY VIOLA
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For the eight hundred members of the
Stuyvesant class of 2005, our second
full day as high school freshman end-

ed  in an exodus from our school building,
north along the West Side Highway, as de-
bris from the World Trade Center fell dan-
gerously close to our school.  In the weeks
that followed, we briefly attended classes
in borrowed space at a high school in Brook-
lyn.  We were able to return to classes held
at Stuyvesant before local residents were
allowed to return to inhabit their homes in
the area.  We wore ID cards around our
necks, and the streets were lined with sol-
diers, police officers, and reporters.  Empa-
thetic banners from schools across the

country covered the walls of our building,
which had been used for triage. Trauma re-
lief counselors frequented our classes to
check up on us.

For the most part, Stuyvesant students
regarded the counselors, as well as youth
groups who came to express their sorrow with
religious rock music, as unnecessary.  We were
self-absorbed teenagers, too preoccupied with
starting high school to allow the trauma of
witnessing such destruction affect us to the
dangerous level that everyone expected.  We
were, for the most part, still too youthfully
distracted by being teenagers to sort out and
understand the emotions associated with
Whack Tuesday, as we renamed it.  As a re-
sult, many of us have put aside the task of
coming to terms with the tragedy, to revisit at
a time when we have a sufficient amount of

retrospect and minimal distractions, such as
starting college.

The vast majority of the Stuyvesant class
of 2005 is yet to be noticeably affected by
being in such close proximity to the attacks
on the World Trade Center and are proud to
have evacuated the building and to have over-
come any psychological hardship that we
have acknowledged thus far without the help
of any political figures.  We never needed
sympathy, we never wanted anyone’s sup-
port, and we never had, nor did we need, a
hero.

September 11th has served as a yellow
brick road to the hearts of American voters,
swayed by the feelings of fear and sympathy
that the image of the burning buildings con-
jures up.  President Bush and Mayor Giuliani
were not inside of 345 Chambers Street with

us when the planes crashed into neigh-
boring buildings.  They did not have to
flood out of their buildings and run, just
run, without a destination, away from
downtown.  They did not have to at-
tend school every day in an area where
the safety of the air was questionable.
They were not 14 years old, being es-
corted into school by the military, while
the fires where the buildings used to
stand still burned.  They do not know
how the disaster affected each of us,
not only because they were not there,
but because they have never asked us.
They do not know that the most pro-
nounced changes in our lives follow-
ing September 11th were the changes
that came with beginning high school.
          It is indisputable that the world
changed following the destruction of
the towers, but the individual lives of
the eight hundred young teenagers,
who were expected to be most deeply
affected by the tragedy, changed rela-
tively little.  The newly changed world
that the rest of America was adjusting

to is the only world that we have known.  We
never knew our high school before it became
the Ground Zero school, and we barely knew
our world before it was thrown for a loop.
There is no need to belabor the change in the
world “as we knew it” because we did not
know it.

It would be misleading to say that the
students of Stuyvesant High School did not
appreciate the support that we received from
New York City and the rest of America.  The
fact remains, however, that we would have
picked ourselves up and carried on, as we
did, even without the posters and sympa-
thy cards that plastered our walls.  We had
no choice but to keep on keeping on, and
dive immediately into the piles of work char-
acteristic of the school, as well as explore
our newfound freedom as high school stu-
dents.  We did not have the chance to wal-
low in self-pity, had we wanted to.

Many of us are still unsure of what to
take away from the experience; what pearls
of wisdom we should have gleaned, wheth-
er we should have become more pessimis-
tic or developed a greater appreciation for
life, who we should really blame for the di-
saster.  One thing we all know for sure, how-
ever, is that our stories can almost always
one-up anyone grappling for ownership of
the tragedy.

Toyota plans to expand the Prius’ share of the marketplace from 5
to 25 percent of its sales by 2010.

We never needed
sympathy, we never
wanted anyone’s
support, and we never
needed a hero.



PACs: The New Reality Shaping
American Politics

l though many Democrats
have not moved on from the
last Presidential election, - the

most wide-open race in a half century
- the party’s leaders certainly have.
They are already preparing for the next
election, which will be historic: not
since 1952 has neither an incumbent
President nor Vice President been a can-
didate for President, and in that year,
Gen. Dwight Eisenhower was already
a national icon.  One has to go back to
1928 when Herbert Hoover beat Al
Smith for a race in which no clear fron-
trunner existed.

Although it is way too early to
speculate as to which frontrunners or
favorites will dominate a future Demo-
cratic Presidential Primary, it is becom-
ing clear earlier than ever who is pre-
paring for a possible bid.  We are only
seven months into President Bush’s
second term, and the newest batch of

candidates are already preparing for
action.  This is the new reality of mod-
ern politics, which is enabled by a new
breed of fund-raising organization: the
Leadership PAC.  Political Action Com-
mittees are means through which poli-
ticians can legally accept money from
corporations, trade unions, and other
organizations. Political Action Commit-
tees have been around for a while, but
the popularity of these committees is
growing, as politicians attempt to set
up a possible bid for the Presidency
early in the cycle.

Just look at what’s happening.
John Edwards - failed Presidential and
then Vice Presidential candidate - has
raised just over $624,000 so far this
year for his One America Committee
PAC according to tray.com (a money
in politics database).  Senator Hillary
Clinton’s Hill PAC has raised over
$715,000.  PAC fund-raising also
shows which Senators and Governors
are aspiring to the highest office in the
land.  While Edwards and Clinton have
widely been considered to be running,
Senator Evan Bayh of Indiana is just
one of many names being passed
around as possible candidates.  Judg-
ing by the more than $1,172,000 raised
by his All America PAC, it is pretty cer-
tain that he will run.  And think back to
the week after November 2nd when
Senator John Kerry said he would keep
fighting for the ideals of his campaign.
What was the first thing he did?  He

started his own federal Leadership PAC,
Keeping America’s Promise.  Sen.
Kerry was thinking more about running
again in 2008 than fighting Republicans
for the next four years, raising over
$750,000 to do so.

With a primary battle more than
two years down the road, candidates
who want to explore running (read:
raise money) need to do so without set-
ting up a formal campaign committee
that would draw attention and stricter
federal limits on contributions.  The
Leadership PAC enables potential can-
didates to raise money from big name
donors in the name of strengthening the
party, while keeping a fairly low pro-
file.  Much of the fund-raising done in
the next year by these PACs will be do-
nated directly to Senate campaigns to
build up party support, or it will be used
to hire staff.  As 2007 rolls around –
when candidates usually officially an-
nounce their candidacies and form a
Presidential Committee to take the
place of the PAC – those who have
raised the most in ‘05 and ‘06 will be
in the best position to dominate the
media and the early primaries.

Although the ultimate impact of the
early start in fund-raising in Presiden-
tial races enabled by Leadership PACs
has yet to be seen, one thing that we
can expect is for every serious candi-
date to follow in Howard Dean’s and
John Kerry’s 2004 footsteps of opting
out of the federal campaign finance sys-

Senator Hillary Clinton’s PAC has
already raised over $715,000 in
preparations for a possible bid. (AP)

BY WILL ROSENZWEIG
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Inspiring Soccer

BY ALEX SOLOMON

he long road to recovery has be-
gun, but those affected by Katrina
will need more than just government

financial aid and the rebuilding of infrastruc-
ture to salvage their lives. In times like these,
Americans must search for sources of in-
spiration to lift their spirits and provide them
with hope.  Stories about extraordinary in-

dividuals and families who have come to
the aid of those in need give us strength
and encourage our faith.  Although not com-
monly thought to inject a dose optimism
into tragic times, sports too provide a much-
needed source of diversion and unification
when people’s hopes are waning.

Sports can provide a needed distraction
from harsh realities and unite peoples from
different regions, cultures, races, and classes.
For example, Englishmen and women have em-

braced their national cricket team this
summer in the wake of the London Ter-
rorist attacks.  The English’s great suc-
cesses against the Australians have
unified the nation and have undoubt-
edly lifted individual spirits and na-
tional pride.  Similarly, during the 1968
World Series Champions, the Detroit
Tigers, provided a welcome source of
healing for Detroit natives after the rav-
aging race riots of 1967.  The Tigers
helped mend differences and unify the
city.  Albert Kaline, a Hall of Famer who
played during the 1968 Season, said
that “It [the Championship] meant so
much to the people of Detroit.”  He
further continued, “I think part of the
reason was that we were just like them
- we lived here. We didn't just work in
Detroit, it was our home.”

As the English have found their
cricket team, and Detroit their Tigers,
Americans can unite behind our Men’s
National soccer team.

On September 3rd, the National Team
pummeled arch nemesis Mexico 2-0 to
secure a place in the 2006 World Cup
in Germany.  This victory came on the

back of other very skilled per-
formances against the highest
caliber of teams.  As a testimony
to our ascendancy as a serious
soccer nation, FIFA recently
ranked us the sixth best team in
the world.  This is our highest
position ever, and places us
above teams such as England
and Italy. What's more, the
team’s head coach, Bruce Arena,
is a Cornell alumnus.

Another of the team’s great
attributes can be found in its
multicultural make-up.  Unlike
many of our competitors, our
side is comprised of players from
many different cultures, races, classes, and
ethnicities. Some members were born in
America, while some are recent immigrants.
Thus, both a young Ghana immigrant living
in New York and an agricultural worker from
Indiana can identify with the team when
America takes the field.  Not only does the
team represent a reflection of our nation, but
it also has the potential of cooperation.

The success of the American team pro-
vides a lesson for the American people and
the world as a whole, for the team reaches out
to all corners of the land and has found great
success.   More importantly, the team can serve
as the embodiment of a potential post-Katrina
American society.  The hurricane has forced
Americans to recognize that class and race
boundaries still exist and that they are inextri-
cably linked together in a word we call
“socioeconomics”. These limitations are no
longer acceptable.  We must work to form a
society that is inclusive and welcoming to all,

not just in rhetoric, but also in deed. This
America can exist.

In this spirit, let us all cheer on a true
treasure of this nation. When I support our
side on the soccer field, I am supporting more
than just a sports team-  I am honoring an
ideal. The principle I endorse, and the lesson
that the National Team teaches us, is that there
is little we as a nation cannot overcome when
united as one.

By no means is soccer the cure to the
massive problems that lie ahead, but it is a
small step in the right direction.   Maybe the
support we give the team will result in our first
World Cup title.  Moreover, maybe the inspi-
ration we derive from the American team will
give us the push we need down the road to
the recovery of our individual spirits and the
American ideal of equality.
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Brian McBride and Oguchi Onyewu react with
joy as the U.S. scores in a World Cup qualifying
game against Mexico.(ISI)

Landon Donovan shares the U.S. win with the
Columbus faithful. (ISI)

It is too early to speculate
who the front-runners
are in the Democratic
primary, but it is clear
who is preparing to bid.

Americans Unite Behind the Men’s National Team

tem and the federal spending caps that
go with them for the primaries.
        The consequences of such a
movement will most assuredly mean
more big money, earlier in races.  Re-
lying entirely on private donors to fund
a campaign will be the only way to
launch a serous bid for the Presidency.
And now positioning for such a run
must be done earlier than ever.



WW

Sept. 15th, 2005 1 7Turn Left

Continued from Desperate
Darfurians, pg. 12 ...

American Human Rights Activists Turn to Canada to Stop Genocide

TL

Fund is encouraged by Prime Minister Paul
Martin's vocal support for the spirit of the
responsibility to protect doctrine. “We want
Canada to be a leader, to get Canadian per-
sonnel on the ground,” Sniderman told me
during the DAC rally in Ottawa.

“Canada is the optimal country to ini-
tiate effective action on this,” Richard  Sribnick,
one of a handful of participants in the Ride,
told me as he straddled a mountain bike and
donned his bicycle helmet on Parliament Hill.
The doctor from South Carolina was one of
the many American Ride participants more
enthusiastic about appealing to the Prime
Minister's Office than the Oval one in Wash-
ington. “Paul Martin's gotta realize that he
now has that opportunity to do something
that no leader has ever done, that is to inter-
vene based solely on halting a genocide,”
Sribnick said. Sribnick, Sniderman, and others
also cited Canada's sterling reputation abroad.

For whatever reasons, among those
gathered at the Ottawa rally there was a gen-
eral consensus, unthinkable in any other con-
text, that Canada and not the United States
was the best bet for supporting a final military
solution in Darfur.

Hands Tied…

ertainly Canada may be a good
candidate for action in Darfur, but
why is the traditional principal of

the free world, the United States, not bear-
ing the burden of leadership?

Many Ride participants and support-
ers insisted on toning down criticism of
America’s less than inspiring stand against
the Darfur genocide, perhaps to avoid dis-
traction from the focus on Canada’s govern-
ment. “I think there's sincerity in what they've
done,” said Member of Parliament David
Kilgour, referring to the American administra-
tion. Kilgour made a name for himself in
Canada by defecting from the ruling Liberal
party, in part due to its recalcitrance over
Darfur. “I think that it's excellent that
Condoleeza Rice went [to Sudan on July 21st].
It got the media's attention.”

Yet little action is behind that sincerity.
The American government has done much to
end a separate two-decade struggle in Sudan
between the central government and South-
ern rebels, but next to nothing to stop the
acute violence in Darfur.

The DAC activists focused on Canada
because America’s hands are tied, Sribnick
said. “The United States is judged with a fine
toothed comb. Any initiating event will be
judged as some sort of self-interest.” Anti-
Americanism means that the U.S. can't be the
initiator, Sribnick argued, “But we can be a
major silent partner.”

Sniderman agreed: “Since the U.S. is
still mired in Iraq, a middle power like Canada
can put pressure on the Sudanese govern-
ment and can deploy in Darfur more easily
than the United States.” Sniderman and
Sribnick hope Canadian leadership will trig-
ger U.S. cooperation and support as a silent
partner to a military solution, ending the mass
slaughter. The activists are simply interested
in “What is most likely to work, what is most
likely to be effective.” But as Sribnick puts it,
initiation of the effort “is just not going to
happen in America.”

… Or Ties Ignored?

hether some of its members be-
lieve it or not, the DAC's plan to
‘internationalize’ the campaign is

a desperate statement made out of both ne-

cessity and protest. The Iraq war and world-
wide anti-Americanism are elements of the
same equation: American mismanagement
of foreign policy, at minimum a lapse of com-
petence in American government that has
allowed the deaths of hundreds of thou-
sands in the past three years, including near-
ly four hundred thousand in Darfur. An
American foreign policy apparatus tradi-
tionally obsessed with freedom of action
abroad is now committed to Iraq for per-
haps as many as four years, leaving the
humanitarians in the Beltway powerless to
end the greatest disaster since the Rwan-
dan genocide. Yet, Iraq aside, Ride support-
ers had more to say about their reasons to
doubt that reliance on American leadership
will lead to peace in Darfur.

When it comes to genocide, the inter-
national community’s efforts are a paradigm
of failure. The United Nations has never de-
clared a finding of genocide, not even at the
height of the fastest one in history, in Rwanda
in 1994. Neither America nor its allies – noble
Canada included – have ever effectively in-
tervened to stop genocide.

Certainly the words of the U.S. govern-
ment with regards to Darfur were historic:
former Secretary of State Colin Powell and the
U.S. Congress have denounced the Darfur
conflict as genocide, and no government in
history has ever called a genocide for what it
was while the mass killings raged. But Ameri-
can words have hardly been followed by
American action. Worse, the Bush Adminis-
tration has backtracked on calling the forced
starvation, mass rape, aerial bombings, terror-
ism, and cold-blooded murder of the non-Arab
people of Darfur by the Khartoum govern-
ment a true genocide. Deputy Secretary of
State Robert Zoellick even had the gall to pub-
licly low-ball the numbers killed in the con-
flict, and to prevaricate on the Government of
Sudan’s central role in the atrocities.

As confusing as the Administration’s
flip-flop on the ‘genocide’ designation are
Colin Powell’s own remarks before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. In the speech,
the former Secretary of State declared that the
United States had found genocide in Darfur,
and that the government of Sudan is respon-
sible; but mixed in with these historic words is
the claim that “no new action is dictated by
this determination. We have been doing ev-
erything we can to get the Sudanese Govern-
ment to act responsibly.” Powell incredibly
insisted that Khartoum must work to end the
violence and open diplomatic channels, and
that in order to protect civilians, the interna-
tional community must have the cooperation
of those who moments before were named as
genocidaires.

Condi’s Faustian Backpedaling

ashington’s history of inaction
in situations of genocide, cou-
pled with the bizarre behavior of

the Bush administration since 2004 on Dar-
fur, point to more cynical causes of the
DAC’s shift of focus away from the U.S.
Capital than the practical realities of Ameri-
can power. John Pollard, a recent Cornell
graduate from New York and a former Weiss
student who consulted for the Ride, said
that greater U.S. involvement in Darfur is
an issue of will power. “If [the United States]
doesn't deem it to be in our financial inter-
est or security interests, we're simply not
going to [intervene],” said Mr. Pollard. Oth-
er political factors remove the possibility of
U.S. military intervention, perhaps essen-
tial to peace in Western Sudan. “I think it's
an issue politicians really don't want to put
their hands on,” he said. “We just had 14
troops from one regiment in Ohio killed in
Iraq in one day ... From a [public relations]
standpoint, it's not something that politi-

cians really want to dabble in.”
There’s a more sinister suspicion. Ca-

nadian activist Norman Epstein of DAC mem-
ber organization Canadians Against Slavery
and Torture in Sudan cited an April Los Ange-
les Times article which described for the first
time Washington’s formerly covert relation-
ship with the Government of Sudan in
Khartoum. With a history of terrorist activity
and representing a nation dominated by Islam
and Arab culture, Sudan has become a key
source of intelligence information and an ac-
tive partner in Washington’s war on Islamist
terror. Epstein suggests that this relationship
has given the White House the impetus to
tone down the rhetoric against Khartoum and
further warm its relationship with the geno-
cidal regime.

“The Khartoum regime is clearly the bad
guy here,” Epstein said. “There has to come a
time when you can't go down the middle, you
have to declare unequivocally that the
Khartoum regime's policy of genocide has to
be stopped. If we don't draw a line in the sand
now, then there will be more genocide.”

But the line in the sand has been swept
away. In March, the Bush administration lifted
restrictions on the movement of Sudanese
diplomats, in place since 2004 because of the
Darfur situation. In late August, Powell’s suc-
cessor Condoleezza Rice declared that the
United States was ready to begin further co-
operation with the Government of Sudan and
a general warming of relations.

Among the Ride Against Genocide or-
ganizers, there is the fear that by September,
Rice and the Bush Administration will formally
announce that the crisis in Darfur is largely
over, and that there will be no need for any
further U.S. action. This, while the violence,

destruction, mass rape, and forced displace-
ment – Khartoum’s genocide program – con-
tinues unimpeded.

Frustrated Americans, Dying Darfuris

t’s not odd for American activists to
partner with Canadians and other
friends on the international stage for

a great cause. But the perplexing movement
of American focus to Canada on the issue

of Darfur signals a moral vacancy in the
foreign policy apparatus of the United States
that should worry citizens south of the 49th.

The Ride Against Genocide may open a
new world of possibilities for activists in an
increasingly globalized world. International
grassroots cooperation might be the key to
initiating the change that’s most needed.
But that does not remove the responsibility
of our governments – American and Cana-
dian alike – to do more to end the crisis in
Western Sudan. While activists like John
Weiss toil without pay, bureaucrats like
Zoellick posture, mass murderers like Gosh
flourish, and thousands like those in Darfur
continue to suffer.
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While bureaucrats like
Zoellick posture,
thousands like those in
Darfur continue to suffer.

Darfur
The 

Ambiguous 
Genocide

by Gérard Prunier

Available at the 
campus bookstore

Cornell
University

Press
www.cornellpress.cornell.edu

In sharp contrast to offi cial reaction to the Rwandan 
massacres, U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell 
called the situation in Darfur a “genocide” in 
September 2004. Its characteristics—Arabism, 
Islamism, famine as a weapon of war, mass rape, 
international obfuscation, and a refusal to look evil 
squarely in the face—refl ect many of the problems of 
the global South in general and of Africa in particular.

Journalistic explanations of the unfolding 
humanitarian catastrophe have been given to hurried 
generalizations and inaccuracies: the genocide has 
been portrayed as an ethnic clash marked by Arab-
on-African violence, with the Janjaweed militias 
under strict government control, but neither of these 
impressions is strictly true. Darfur: The Ambiguous 
Genocide explains what lies behind the confl ict, how 
it came about, why it should not be oversimplifi ed, 
and why it is so relevant to the future of the continent. 

As the world watches; governments decide if, when, 
and how to intervene; and international organizations 
struggle to distribute aid, the knowledge in Prunier’s 
book will provide crucial assistance.
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BY KATIE TOWT

Appointment of Justice Department Official Lacks Justice

Working in the Voting Section of
the Civil Rights Division for the
semester, it is heartening to see

that at least some divisions of the Justice
Department are fulfilling their intended func-
tions: to ensure that laws are being execut-
ed and upheld. By working to ensure that
the Voting Rights Act is maintained in dis-
tricts across the country, the office ensures
that minority voters are given the fullest
opportunity to participate in elections. It is
of some comfort to know that no matter how
divisive politics in Washington become,
some well-established government func-
tions remain impervious to partisan influ-
ence.  Justice certainly should not suffer at
the hands of cut-throat politicking.

Regardless of an administration’s poli-
cies or objectives, the Justice Department
must uphold the law as written, without re-
gard for party-line desires. Although the At-
torney General, the head of the Justice De-
partment, and other officials are hand-se-
lected by the executive, the nominee is
given comprehensive congressional scru-
tiny and should be held to the highest stan-
dards.  The requirement that Congress ap-
prove nominations has served to prevent
extremism and has allowed the Justice De-
partment to remain true--with few excep-
tions--to its mission of upholding the es-
tablished law.

Yet, Bush’s recent appointment of Alice
Fisher as the head of the Justice
Department’s Criminal Division threatens to

undermine what is
supposed to be an or-
ganization operating
without political bias.
Grant a recess ap-
pointment without
congressional ap-
proval, Fisher was not
subject to the scrutiny
that the Constitution
requires most to be
subject to. She is al-
lowed to serve in this
capacity until the end
of the current Con-
gress, in January 2007.
Although the nomina-
tion has been pending
for some time now,
Bush decided to ap-
point her during
Congress’s recess in
an effort to bypass potential congressional
objections. Fischer’s nomination comes af-
ter Senator Carl M. Levin (D-Mich.) blocked
a vote on her appointment, citing the need
for more information on allegations of the
abuse of detainees in Guantanamo. Re-
quests for this information have been re-
peatedly denied.

As head of the Criminal Division, Fisher
will be in charge of developing, enforcing,
and supervising the application of federal
criminal laws. More specifically, the depart-
ment oversees federal criminal matters and
formulates criminal enforcement policies
surrounding these laws. Clearly, questions
surrounding Fisher’s involvement in de-

tainee abuse are ex-
tremely pertinent in
determining her capa-
bilities as head of the
Division. If Fisher had
any involvement in
the law-breaking
atrocities at the
Guantanamo Bay de-
tention facilities, she
clearly lacks the capa-
bilities of upholding
United States laws as
head of the Criminal
Division.

Without the in-
formation and con-
gressional scrutiny of
Fisher’s qualifica-
tions to serve as head
of the Criminal Divi-
sion, the very mission

of the Justice Department is threatened.
When officials such as those at the Justice
Department are not held to the standard of
congressional scrutiny, especially those
with questionable credentials, it becomes
infinitely more likely that organizations sup-
posedly operating without political bias will
instead become partisan. Justice is not an
issue that America can afford to make sub-
ject to political whims.

Fisher is not the only official that Bush
has nominated in a recess appointment.
Most notably, Bush named John Bolton to
be Ambassador to the United Nations this
August. Congressional opposition was
strong against Bolton’s nomination, and it

was unclear whether he would win
Congress’s approval. It is simply not ac-
ceptable to appoint contentious candidates
while Congress is on recess, bypassing the
system of checks and balances established
by the founders. If a nominee requiring Con-
gressional approval cannot garner the sup-
port required by the Constitution, there is
no excuse for a president abusing his power
of naming recess appointees as a means of
instating his most contentious nominees.

Fisher’s recess appointment has a
greater significance than just another parti-
san move on Bush’s part. It threatens the
very principles of American justice, both in
action and long-term effect. The mission of
the Department of Justice is independent
of partisanship. The United States Depart-
ment of Justice is the agency on which all
Americans rely to enforce legal protections.
By bypassing Congressional approval,
Bush has violated the sprit of the laws on
which our country is based, calling into
question the very justice of the way in which
his Justice Department nominee was ap-
pointed.

Genetic Engineering:  The Future of Food

F
        BY ALEXANDRA BERKE AND BEN SANFORD

or those of you who have some free
time this coming Saturday
evening— and especially those

who have no plans to eat dinner immediate-
ly afterward— it wouldn't hurt to lay down
a few bucks at Cornell Cinema to watch The
Future of Food, the
first successful film
from former Jerry Gar-
cia  widow Deborah
Koons Garcia.   While
one seldom hears on
the evening news
about the recent surge in genetically engi-
neered foods which have quietly crept onto
grocery shelves, Garcia probes the disturb-
ing effects of the food and biotechnology
industries and exposes the health and sus-
tainable concerns behind these bioengi-
neered foods.

At the outset, Garcia chooses to begin
with an audio explanation of how nerve gas
was modified to make insecticides, as images
flash on the screen of Nazi salutes and planes
diving low over crops. We immediately began
to worry that we were about to sit through the
cinematic version of the types of rants that
only discredit legitimate liberal ideals. In par-
ticular, the tirade against corporations has
become too common, as it is a criticism that
concentrates solely on the argument that
“they’re evil”.  Fortunately, The Future of
Food avoids the trap by offering a varied and
surprisingly insightful argument against ge-
netically modified organisms (GMOs).

As what a scientist in the film referred to
as “the largest biological experiment on hu-
manity,” genetic engineering raises profound
questions in many areas of life, including pub-
lic health, subsistence farming, and the law.
Before the advent of genetic engineering, it
was illegal to patent “life.”  Now, corporations

are allowed to own their
own genes and therefore,
any foods that those
genes end up in.  That the
government has accorded
this amazing power to the
biotech industry comes as
no surprise, considering
the revolving door pattern
of high-level executives
who shuttle back and
forth between the private
sector and the public sec-
tor.  Increasingly, the gov-
ernment has fostered an
environment where those
who write policy are the
same who profit from it.

A series of interviews
with farmers brings home
the personal side of the
GMO debate, highlight-
ing farmers who have
been sued by genetically
modified seed giant
Monsanto for illegally
growing seed that had
been engineered by the
company.  After a series of lawsuits and court
rulings in the United States and Canada, the
farmers were now responsible for ensuring
that no Monsanto-engineered crops are grown
in their fields, regardless of how the seeds got
there.  In one case, they literally fell off the
back of a truck.  One analogy used in the film
to capture the insanity of this court decision
was that farmers used to be responsible if their
cows wandered into their neighbor’s field.
However, it’s now the neighbor who is re-
sponsible for making sure that the proverbial
cows stay out of their property.   Monsanto
hopes to use such backward logic to secure

similar privileges worldwide.
From the plight of Mexican farmers to the

endangered health of the average consumer,
The Future of Food tackles many issues in-
volving food without committing an all too
common mistake of reducing them all into one
root cause or pretending to solve them all with
one generalized remedy. It also debunks the
myth that genetic engineering is being used
to effectively fight world hunger.

The average viewer will likely feel de-
pressed by the realization of how little they
knew about this overwhelming and scary topic,
yet satisfied that they took ninety minutes of

Monsanto’s genetically engineered seeds feature modified traits, including herbicide tolerance and
resistance to common diseases. (Monsanto)

their day to inform themselves on how the
safety of our basic sustenance may soon be
threatened.

After the film there will be a panel discussion
with filmmaker Deborah Koons Garcia and
Cornell faculty members David Pelletier,
Margaret Smith, and Milton Zaitlin.

FROM THE FIELD

Questions continue to
surround Alice Fisher’s
involvement in detainee
abuse in Guantanamo
detention centers.

Bypassed Appointment:  Bush has
appointed Alice S. Fisher to head the

Justice Department’s criminal division.
An agent has alleged that Fisher had

participated in discussions over
Guantanamo detention tactics.

TL

FILM
REVIEW

THE FUTURE OF FOOD
Directed by Deborah Koons Garcia,
Lily Films, 89 Min.
Playing in Willard Straight Theatre,
Saturday, Sept. 17th, 7PM
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The Chastity Belt

ello everyone, and welcome to the
first of a new column, the Chastity
Belt. I know what you’re all think-

ing--a conservative woman writing about
sex in a liberal paper? Well that’s what I
thought at first too. Here I was writing for
the Cornell American, that pinnacle of Ivy
League journalism, when I got an e-mail
from the editors at Turn Left. In an effort to
increase the diversity of viewpoints in their
paper and reduce the stigma of liberal mor-
al degradation, they were interested in hir-
ing me as a columnist. My first reaction
was "How could I besmirch my good name
by seeing it in print alongside these hea-
thens????" But then I took a moment to
think about it, and I realized it is a far more
important calling to be able to share my
moral wisdom with the people who really
need it most: liberals. So here I am, hoping
to open your eyes, mind, and heart to puri-
ty, chastity, and morality. I am no long-
er preaching to the choir, but saving
the souls and (hopefully) the chastity
of Cornell women (and men too- I’m
ambitious).

So for my first column, I thought I
would impart onto you Cornellians the
single most influential and helpful tool I
have in my virginity toolkit to help you
master your urges and deny your animal
instincts. If utilized correctly, this tool
can even help you stay chaste under
the influence of illicit substances. What
is this magic, you ask? It is called the PSI
(Postponing Sexual Involvement) scale.
The PSI scale has 8 phases to it. I will
only focus on numbers 1-3 because once
you get above that, you get into murky

waters. But trust me, phases 1-3 can be so
utterly fulfilling and satisfying that you will
not wish to venture any further until your wed-
ding night.

Let's begin. Stage 1 of the PSI scale is
gazing. This refers to the intense and titillat-
ing act of... making eye contact.  I know you’re
all probably thinking you can’t get sexual plea-
sure from staring, but I guarantee if you try it,
you will not be disappointed. As a cautionary
measure if you have never gazed before, you
might want to wear sunglasses.

Stage 2 of the PSI scale is hand-holding.
This stage offers the benefit of the physical
touch- enticing, yet still innocent. As you grip
your partner’s hand, you may be able to feel
his/her pulse, the rushing blood and excite-
ment that can only come from human physi-
cal interaction. But be warned: if your partner’s
pulse if beating too quickly, it could be a sign
that he or she is overexcited. In this case, pull

away immediately before things get out of
hand. If you are nervous about progressing
to Stage 2, sometimes the use of gloves can
be a nice buffer, ensuring the safety of your
chastity.

Stage 3 of the PSI scale can be a little
more risky, and is best attempted in the winter
when there are plenty of layers to protect you.
If you haven't already guessed, Stage 3 is hug-
ging. My conservative colleagues would prob-
ably be aghast to hear me offer hugging as an
acceptable action, but it can be safe as long
as you are in the right state of mind and take
the proper precautions. When you are hug-
ging, make sure that only the upper bodies
are touching and that the pelvic areas stay at
least two feet apart at all times. Hugging
should desist after one minute and no more. If
your partner's heart begins to beat too fast,
follow the same advice from Stage 2 and pull
apart immediately. Once again, layers are very

H
        BY IVANNA B. HUMPHREY

1 2 3
Hand HoldingGazing The Hug.

useful in protecting yourself, and if you are
nervous about this stage, winter coats offer
the best coverage. (Note: Stage 2.5, the side
hug, can be useful if height differences make
the keeping of the pelivises apart difficult, or
if a summer wardrobe renders you relatively
defenseless).

For those of you with pure, virginal
hearts who are pressured by their tempting
snake-like suitors to indulge in stage 3 before
you are ready, I suggest that you do not hesi-
tate to break your bond with those who are

too quick to push too fast.  If they want
stage 3 so badly, once you've hugged
them, who knows what they will want
next?  A kiss, who knows?  Be wary, for
if Adam and Eve had resisted tempta-
tion, we would certainly be much better
off today.

If you have any questions about any
of these phases, or if you need advice
on how to keep yourself safe and what
to do if things start getting out of hand,
don't hesitate to e-mail me at
thechastitybelt@yahoo.com. Remem-
ber, your reputation and virginity are on
the line!

Stay tuned for next column: lines to
use when you need to just say no!

So here I am, hoping to
open your eyes, mind, and
heart to purity, chastity,
and morality.
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Do you feel lonely?
Like there is no one

you can call your soul
mate? Well, Turn Left has
the solution for you! Start-
ing next issue, TL will be-
gin publishing liberal per-
sonals. Join in the fun by
writing your own liberal
personal or responding to
someone else’s! Please
send to sho4@cornell.edu.
(Republicans need not ap-
ply.)

Liberal
Personals

to make good time down to Florida.  But
before we could get back on Eisenhower’s
baby, we needed an oil change.  We found
a local garage and my friends wandered
off while I stayed to watch my baby, the
aforementioned Subaru.

As I stood next to the garage, I found
myself getting into a conversation with one
of the mechanics, a fellow named Donny
who was probably somewhere between 45
and 60.  His nose was large and gnarled,
giving the impression of age, but one got
the feeling he had looked old since he was
12, and he was quite short.  He never gave
me his name, but I read it off his shirt.

I don’t remember everything that
Donny and I talked about as he smoked his
cigarette and I waited for my car, but I do
remember that once we had established that
I was from New York, Donny began to tell
me about his brother-in-law.  This relative
of Donny’s had apparently gone “up north”
once with his church group, and come
home to give his in-laws the impression that
lots of “weird things” happen up north, to
the point of near-procreation in the streets.

(I apologize for the lack of direct quotes
but an unintelligible accent and far-from-
perfect memory leave me at a slight loss).
But Donny and I moved on to establish that
while there may be some weird people up
north, there were certainly some around
where he was from, too.  Essentially, we
agreed on the universal strangeness of
people.  I knew this before I went down
south, but I was happy to hear that senti-
ment was floating around down there as
well.  The other mechanics finished ser-
vicing my car, and Donny and I wrapped
up our conversation, said our goodbyes,
and we were on our way.

Now, from Columbia, South Carolina
we went on down to Miami for a couple of
days, but this part of the journey is far from
interesting when viewed in the vein of this
article, so we are essentially going to skip it
and go straight to the Florida panhandle and
the Gulf Coast.  We left one of my three
companions with her nice Jewish grand-
mother, and with four minus one we were
on our way once again.  As I mentioned
earlier, the further south in Florida, the more
like the north, and this became obvious as
we made our way into northwestern Florida
from Miami, heading towards New Or-
leans.  The sight of young white men in
pickup trucks with Confederate flag ban-
dana/du-rag hybrids became more and more
conspicuous as we made our way into the
“Redneck Riviera,” and I noticed a sub-
stantial number of small black square
bumper stickers reading, “W,” and under-
neath that, “The President.”

But it was not all conservative.  We
stopped at a gas station somewhere in the
Florida panhandle late at night, and one of
my companions bought a George W. Bush
postcard, a souvenir from the heartland for
her mother.  We were both encouraged to

hear the heavyset white
woman behind the counter
mumble something to the ef-
fect of, “Not another one…”
It was a reassuring to know
that, however fleetingly, we
were in the company of like-
minded people.

The Gulf Coast is beauti-
ful.  Or rather, I suppose it
used to be beautiful.  To get
to New Orleans from Florida,
you can drive along the inter-
state, or get off and take it
slow along the water.  We
chose the latter for a good
portion of the trip.  I remem-
ber the nice woman who
kindly directed us to the cheap-
est (and apparently the smelli-
est) motel in her part of the
Florida Panhandle.  It was late,
we were tired, and the area
was touristy and expensive;
the usually decent deals were
turning out to be nonexist-
ent.  Our room in the inde-
pendently-owned Comfort
Inn motel we ended up in ri-
valed any alley or street I’ve
ever walked down in New
York for horrible odor.  We
slept in sleeping bags on the
sheets.  I am still grateful for
the recommendation.

The Gulf was peaceful,
shallow, and warm.  We
swam in it until my friend
got stung by a jellyfish; she
declined my offer to pee on
her.

The towns we drove by,
such as Gulfport and Biloxi,
are no longer the towns they
were a month ago.  I look
back and recall small but sig-
nificant memories about
them.  In Gulfport, I can still
picture the words “Pray for
Peace,” on the outside of a
Catholic middle school; the
stark poverty lined up neatly along

Continued from The South,
 on Cover ...

ing of things to come.  The towns I had
driven through just a few weeks ago have
since then been splashed on the front
page of the New York Times: pictures of
the devastated remains of towns that had
been so alive just a short time ago.  We
were approaching New Orleans along the
path of its soon-to-be destructor.

Even more so than the Gulf Coast,
when I think about New Orleans, I feel
surreal and separated from its true state.
I still picture the city as it was, vibrant
and exciting, beautiful and captivating, and
not as the cesspool of violence and pesti-
lence that it is today.  It remains difficult
for me to make the mental leap from se-
renity to surreal.

But that is for next time, as the sec-
ond part of my journey continues:  a di-
version through New Orleans; a backroad
near Eastabuchie, Mississippi where a
nice gas man gave me directions to High-
way 11 while servicing a home with a
Confederate flag on the lawn; the Waffle
House where our waitress could be over-
heard discussing her proud status as a
gun owner.  Yet, there is an innate human
connection that almost bridges the gap
between North and South.  It has be-
come all the more salient in the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina.

the road for all to see, made more promi-
nent by the presence of a traffic jam in
Gulfport, with communities of rundown
shacks along the side of the road that pass
for housing. I can’t help but assume they
are no longer there.

Biloxi was, and I hope still is, beauti-
ful.  There was a bumper sticker reading,
“Thumbs up for Him” stuck on a metal
pole, as well as the only Subaru dealership
I saw down south.  This was part of Biloxi.
But alongside this more commercial, more
universally “American” atmosphere of car
dealerships and fast food restaurants, gra-
cious homes line certain neighborhoods of
the city.  You drive through them and you
can’t help but feel like you’re in another
time and place.  Visions of the antebellum
South flash before your eyes, but then you
see the Taco Bell (maybe it was a Wendy’s)
designed to blend in with the local archi-
tecture and you’re instantly jolted out of
the vision.

And, even then, as we drove along
the Gulf Coast, one could still see houses
with damaged roofs and felled trees by the
side of the road.  This was hurricane coun-
try, but it looked resilient enough.  Life went
on as usual around the wreckage, and the
devastation previously left by nature
seemed like something barely worth not-
ing, and nothing more.  If life were a novel,
the minor damage along the road would
have served as a momentous foreshadow-

The towns we drove by,
such as Gulfport and
Biloxi, are no longer the
towns they were a month
ago.

Stopping by the historic pre-Katrina French Quarter in New Orleans. (LMW)

Snack offerings off of Interstate I-95 in Florida. (LMW)

The South:  I Went There

TL

Liberal suffering from post-elec-
tion depression seeks anarchist or
socialist to enjoy a cup of fair-
trade coffee. Please respond by
4:20.
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Ah, Cornell – symbol of 
everything that’s right with 
America: intellectual free-
dom, diversity, democracy- 
no, wait, scratch that last 
one.
 And while you’re at 
it, you might as well throw 
out the other two as well.  
The past year in Cornell’s 
student government has been 
anything but illustrious. It’s 
been six months since Cor-
nellians cast their votes for 
this year’s Student Assem-
bly (SA) in an illegitimate 
election where the Students 
First ticket dominated. Since 
March, Willard Straight Hall 
has seen nothing but Big Red 
Corruption – Soviet-style.
 Out of 23 races, 17 
were virtually uncontested. 
Of these 17 “races”, sixteen 

The New York Times called him “a profile in 
timidity” and said he “could not find the cour-
age” to follow-through. Who is this beacon of 
weak-hearted withdrawal? None other than the 
Terminator himself.
 While known in his Hollywood career 
for such death-defying roles as the Last Action 
Hero, the Terminator (three times!) and Ju-
nior (the man who became pregnant!), Arnold 
Schwarzenegger could not find the personal 
strength to follow through on his own stated 
belief in “hav[ing] no sexual standards ... that 
say ‘this is good’ or ‘this is bad.’”  He went on 
to say, “Homosexual -- that only means to me 
that he enjoys sex with a man, and I enjoy sex 
with a woman. It’s all legitimate to me.”  Well, 
you can’t blame the guy for not being percep-
tive enough; he definitely knows the difference 
between heterosexuality and homosexuality.
 On Jay Leno — where he originally 
announced his candidacy as governor of Cali-
fornia — he even said of gay marriage, “It’s 
fine with me.”  Yet, when California’s bicam-
eral legislature became the first in the coun-
try to pass a law allowing for gay marriage, 
a spokesman for Schwarzenegger announced 
that he would veto the bill, and the Terminator 
has been out of sight.
 So why has the fearless Austrian turned 
into a weak-kneed wimp? Well, two reasons: 

THE  BACK BURNER

TERMINATING CIVIL RIGHTS, BIG RED SCARE, STARVING WHITES - THIEVING BLACKS, 
AFRICA’S PROBLEMS PERSIST, AND VOTER DISENFRANCHISEMENT ALIVE AND KICKING

What makes a looter? The word is gen-
erally defined as someone who steals 
things from abandoned shops in the 
chaos surrounding a natural disaster. 
Clearly, there are subtleties not ex-
pressed by this definition; If someone 
is looting food to feed themselves and 
their family, can we really call them 
thieves and condemn them? Do they 
even deserve to be labeled with this pe-
jorative term “looter”?
 In the wake of the Hurricane 
Katrina disaster, the news wire Agence 
France-Presse, or AFP, considered this 
quandary. In the caption to a photo 
posted online on August 30th, they 
described the action of the photograph 
as: “Two residents wade through chest-
deep water after finding bread and soda 
from a local grocery store...” From 
this it would seem that AFP has cho-
sen the neutral euphemism “finding” to 
describe the actions of the individuals. 
Indeed, it seems to be a wise choice 
considering the situation that people 
stranded in New Orleans faced. How 
could anyone wish to put a derogatory 
term on two people trying to survive an 
anarchic and indescribably awful envi-
ronment?
 The Associated Press seems to 
have a different take on the issue. In a 
photo that looks remarkably similar to 
the AFP image, the caption reads: “A 
young man walks through chest deep 

S o m e t h i n g ’ s  c o o k i n g  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  f e w  a r e  p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n .  N e w s  i s 

a weapon that can be wielded by foregrounding some stories, or, more pertinently, by burying others. 

TL staff takes a look at the news items that aren’t always (or are no longer) front-page material.

first, he’s a Republican, but more importantly, it 
was the easy political move. Instead of standing 
up and being a man of principle, Schwarzeneg-
ger was able to defer to a vote in 2000 where, 
by referendum, Proposition 22 passed defining 
marriage as between a man and a woman. De-
spite constitutional debates over the content of 
Proposition 22, Schwarzenegger’s position is 
simple.
 The legislature had failed to pass the 
same law earlier, unable to muster enough Dem-
ocratic support, but finally, with one legislator 
even saying that he could not bear the thought 
of his children knowing that their father voted 
against the monumental civil rights legislation, 
the Democrats pulled through with no votes to 
spare. That makes Schwarzenegger’s position 
very much akin to being the governor of the first 
state to desegregate schools and, being someone 
who believes in desegregation, defers to prec-
edent for political reasons and vetoes the law.
 Like it or not, American democracy 
is not simply about deferring to the majority. It 
requires people in positions of power to stand 
up for what they believe in. For the same reason 
that we cannot let the filibuster become a relic of 
the past, people like Governor Schwarzenegger 
must stand up to public opinion polls and act on 
their conscience. Without it, the rights of minori-
ties will never be protected.

T r u e  L i e s
The Terminator Is a Sissy

[sic] flood water after looting a grocery 
store...” As individual news agencies 
are free to write what they choose in 
their captions, we may easily dismiss 
this comparison as a result of editorial 
decisions made by two separate writ-
ers.
 But it is not that simple. In the 
photo by AFP we see two white resi-
dents who have “found” food, while in 
the AP photo our young man is, in fact, 
a young African-American man seen 
“after looting a grocery store.” Three 
people, each in the same situation of 
chest-deep water and an environment 
of complete lawlessness, seeking sus-
tenance they make their way to a gro-
cery store. Indeed, it is conceivable that 
these three could have been coming 
from the very same grocery store, yet 
the white couple is described as having 
found bread and soda, while the black 
man was photographed “after looting a 
grocery store.”
 Does the same act of des-
peration, when committed by a non-
white person, change from a perfectly 
reasonable and unquestioned act to a 
crime with no mention of even the fact 
that what this young man was “loot-
ing” was food? The stark contrast in 
phrasing between these separate, yet 
very similar, news wires may tell us 
something chilling about the abysmal 
state of race relations in America. 

What Makes a Looter?

resulted in spots for the Stu-
dents First ticket. Only thirty-
two candidates ran for a total 
of 24 positions (including the 
student trustee race), twenty 
three of which were – you 
guessed it – Students First 
party candidates.
 Worse are the allega-
tions of voter fraud and candi-
date intimidation that alleged-
ly caused these irregularities. 
What’s more, Students First 
sympathizers and candidates 
on last year’s Assembly failed 
to advertise the elections as 
required, setting up the scan-
dalous result that has left the 
party commonly referred to 
as the Shadow Dems (or the 
Greek Ticket for their ties to 
the former College Democrats 
and the sorority and fraternity 
system) to dominate student 

government politics based on 
a fraudulent and illegitimate 
vote. Florida, anyone?
 The greatest trag-
edy is not that Students First 
de facto leader and reputed 
fraud artist Tim Lim ‘06 (who 
earlier in the year was nearly 
impeached while serving as 
Cornell Democrats president 
and was forced to resign on 
charges of fraud and misman-
agement by the Democrats 
executive board) remains on 
the Student Assembly, or that 
he was coronated as its Presi-
dent (predictably) by popu-
lar vote of the same stacked 
Students First-dominated SA 
we’ve inherited from March’s 
scandalous elections.
 The most galling and 
telling outrage is the virtual 
whitewash our own Cornell 

Daily Sun gave the 
entire scandal. The 
Sun has to this day 
consistently under-
reported the theft of 
the SA. When asked 
why the Sun did not 
cover an important 
meeting last year re-
garding the SA fraud 
allegations, Sun 
editor-in-chief Erica 
Temel ‘06 told Turn 
Left that it was sim-
ply “not newswor-
thy.”
 Perhaps its 
time you exercised 
intellectual freedom 
and democracy – and 
asked some tough 
questions of your 
student government 
and campus daily.

Willard Straight Hall (Turn Left)

Your Daily Dose of Corruption
Scandal, Intimidation, and Outright Fraud
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In 1964, the rate of enfranchise-
ment of whites in the Southern 
states was more than double that 
of blacks; just four years later 
after the passage of the Voting 
Rights Act in 1965, the disparity 
shrank to under 50%.  Finally, in 
November 2004, the nation-wide 
disparity between black and 
white registration in the coun-
try was a mere 5%.  The Voting 
Rights Act has been a raging suc-
cess!
 Well... not completely.
 In Mississippi, for ex-
ample, the enfranchisement rate 
for blacks was 6.7% in 1964 and 
76.1% in 2004— two and a half 
percentage points higher than the 
rate for whites!  Yet, inexplicably, 
in Georgia, only 9.6% of Hispan-
ics are registered to vote.  Read 
it again if you need to.  It’s truly 
unbelievable.  Georgia’s rate of 
Hispanic voter registration is al-
most 25 percentage points lower 
than the national average.
 The VRA, set for renew-
al in 2007, is hotly debated today 
as liberals call for its extension, 
and conservatives, its demise.  It 
is obvious that the VRA has done 
a lot— a whole lot.  But c’mon!  
Either the Department of Justice 
(which is responsible for enforc-
ing most of the temporary provi-

The aftermath of Hurricane Katrina is yet another ex-
ample of how, in times of need, even the most divided 
can unite for what’s right in the name of humanity. 
World leaders and common people around the world 
have rushed to the aid of the American victims of the 
largest hurricane on record. From our closest ally Can-
ada to our sworn enemy Cuba, and to even desperately 
poor Sri Lanka, everyone has vowed to help stem the 
flow of human suffering on the Gulf Coast by what-
ever means available. The fact that the impoverished 
masses huddled in the Superdome were still far richer 
than many of those offering help didn’t seem to matter. 
Human compassion trumps all.
 At least when it comes to people outside of 
Africa. The world has always had a knack for ignoring 
the plight of victims of disaster throughout The Dark 
Continent; its wars too tribal, its atrocities too brutal, 
and its famines too passé. Whether it’s massive starva-
tion in Sudan, AIDS in South Africa, or genocide in 
Rwanda, history teaches us that the suffering of Af-
rican people is of secondary importance to disasters 
occurring to non-Africans, supporting retributive wars 
of choice, reaping the rewards of grain subsidies and 
diplomatic stances harmful to Africans, and of course, 
celebrity news.

The hurricne of African poverty

 Despite Ka-
trina, today is no dif-
ferent than any other 
time in modern his-
tory. While the United 
States government 
may line the pockets 
of Republican friends 
at Bechtel, Hallibur-
ton and the Shaw 
Group with billions 
in Katrina recovery 
and War on Terrorism 
spending, the United 
Nations’ drive to end 
famine in Niger, itself 
criticized for insuf-
ficiency, has received 
only half of the paltry 
$80 million for which Secretary General Kofi Annan has 
implored the international community.
 Two and a half million may be on the brink of 
starvation in Niger, while only a handful of the most con-
nected of America’s corporate class reap the benefits of 
American wealth.

 

It’s about time we turned the sum of humanity’s compas-
sion towards the world’s poorest and neediest. As with 
New Orleans, the color of one’s skin and the continent 
from which one’s ancestors descended should not deter-
mine the level of care one receives in a time of crisis. The 
hundreds of thousands of victims of Katrina, who have  

T h e  H u r r i c a n e

As much as $300 billion of federal money may be used for relief from Hurricane Katrina, much of which flowing 
towards Republican party friends. So why is Kofi Annan still waiting for the rest of $80 M in famine relief? (The 
Guardian)

of African Poverty

sions of the VRA) is not doing 
its job properly, or renewing the 
VRA is not enough.  
 The debate rages on 
about the principle of renewing 
the Act, and in principle, it’s fan-
tastic.  But what about reality?
 The VRA has not shown 
itself to be particularly effective 
at enfranchising Hispanics.  It’s 
a great idea—let everyone vote.  
Ideally, everyone would agree 
on that, but in this day and age, 
having to resort to another civil 
rights march is shamefully un-
necessary.  
 First, blacks are guar-
anteed the right to vote, and the 
provision of the VRA which al-
lows an individual to file suit 
when he has been obstructed 
from voting remains intact.  Sec-
ondly, and most importantly, the 
state of the nation is completely 
different from what it was in 
1965.  Racism isn’t dead— not 
by any means.  But, largely, we 
have a legally integrated soci-
ety.  Socially, we are an awfully 
segregated society, and there is a 
real problem there.  But renew-
ing the temporary provisions of 
the VRA does not effectuate the 
end of fixing these problems.

President Johnson Signs the Voting Rights Bill (Bettmann/CORBIS)

RACISM 
BY A NEW NAME
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Reasons to Hire 
Former FEMA 

Director 
Michael Brown

Top 10Top 10

Michael Brown (Richard A. Bloom/Corbis)

Now that Michael Brown has re-
signed from his post as Most-Incom-
petent-Director of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, he has 
undoubtedly started conducting his 
next job search. We thought we’d 
help “Brownie” out with our own 
top ten reasons why you should hire 
him.  According to one of his refer-
ences, he does a “heck of a job!”

10.
Was listed in a 2001 FEMA report as 
one of the three most likely disasters to 
hit the US

9.Once, he was called in to do massive 
emotional cleanup after his eight-year 
old’s disastrous one-time stint as Pine 
Tree #4 in the Fourth Street Elementa-
ry’s 2005 production of “Good Night 
Moon.”

8. The US Army Corps of Engineers coordi-
nated his hair replacement therapy.

7.Expertise in receiving unearned and un-
deserved praise

He won the 1997 Heavyweight champi-
onship by laying out Mike Tyson with one 
punch, after heroically sacrificing his ear

6.

5.Was once supervisor in charge of 
judging for the International Arabi-
an Horse Association...sadly, this 
one is real

4.Due to unfortunate digestive ill-
ness, has lots of experience with 
fierce winds

3.
He once shot saved a man in Reno just 
to watch him die live

2.“C’mon, I help white people all 
the time...I mean, people.  Just 
people.”

Single-handedly defeated massive 
hurricane using only toothpick, 
rubber-band, and a can of WD-40

1.
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