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It is pretty obvious that President Bush has
avoided press conferences almost as much
as I have avoided serious conversations with
my ex-girlfriend.  So when two weeks ago
G.W. held an hour and a half question and
answer to delay the premier of the 15th hour
of Fox’s ‘24’, one should be
compelled to ask why.  Was
Bush preparing the country for
the turn over of power to a
sovereign, democratically
elected Iraqi government with
a mandate to rule?  Unlikely.
More likely, he’s preparing the
country for an inevitable
escalation in American troops
on the other side of the planet.  More sons
and daughters, more fathers and mothers
will be necessary.

Do the math. 135,000 troops times a few
years of occupation, peacekeeping, and
sowing the seeds of democracy minus the
brave soldiers who will not return to their

FEATURE

That’s right, I said it.  DRAFT, DRAFT, DRAFT.
Would some pundit please say the word so that
in two years, I am not so shocked when I have
to prepare myself for an unscheduled trip to
the sun, sand, and violence in Baghdad?

families – Nearly half a million troops over
the next three years.  Sounds like we will
need either a significant increase in enlisted
soldiers, the extension of already lengthy
tours of duty for our present soldiers – or
what seems to have trumped social security

as the third rail of politics: a DRAFT. That’s
right, I said it.  DRAFT, DRAFT, DRAFT.
Would some pundit please say the word so
that in two years, I am not so shocked when
I have to prepare myself for an unscheduled
trip to the sun, sand, and violence in
Baghdad?  Does it really take a keg chugging,

bong-hitting, no name senior lost in the
middle of College Town to raise the subject?
Just make sure my Humvee has bullet-proof
siding.

Three years from now, am I going to
hear Rummy Rumsfeld calling for tens of
thousands of draftees to stay beyond the

I t is always good to have different
views to all sides of an issue, and for
this reason alone I appreciate the

presence of newspapers like The Cornell
Review and The Cornell
American, who maintain an
opposing view to that of
most campus publications.
However I have no respect
for any media that seeks to
degrade a people and
persistently perpetuate
falsities.

It appears that there
are some members of our
society, or at least radical
conservative members,
who are quite misinformed on the state of
minorities in the United States. It is
frustrating to constantly hear and read
biased views on crucial issues of our society
and watch them go unanswered. It is with

this frustration that I write in the hope of
shedding light on misconceptions and
inspiring someone to ask more questions.

Most of my dissatisfaction forms as I
repeatedly read ignorant statements such
as this from Michael Hint of the Cornell If

you ever care to read the original
documentation of the Emancipation
Proclamation, it is clear that in actuality, only

T here are a lot of ways one can
explain how a Republican federal
government just left of Attila the Hun

can pass a massive piece of legislation which
supposedly intends to
expand Medicare, a program
symbolizing social welfare.
Sure, when the bill passed it
was a mere year away from
elections. Sure, the Bush
Administration knew that it’s
only major base of support
was for its handling of the
War on Terror, and that it
needed to shore up efforts
on domestic issues for votes.
It’s true Bush and company needed to help
deflect attention away from lackluster job
growth and what they knew to be an
upcoming ‘oops’ from U.S. weapons
inspector David Kay this year. But the
November 2003 Medicare mega-bill was
much more than any of these. It was pure
fraud.

This is not something the American
public is unaware of, either. A Washington
Post/ABCNews poll suggests that nearly
forty percent of Americans disapprove of

the legislation, with slightly less than a third
approving of the passing of the bill. What’s
more is that the very people who the bill was
designed to help – retirees – are the biggest
doubters. Among senior citizens (65+), 47%

From Volume IV Issue III,
18 February 2004

From Volume IV Issue V, 2 May 2004

The plan is complex and
sophisticated – in fact it’s so vast
that ... few or none of the
politicians who voted on the bill
even read the document.

call of duty as he did to the tens of thousands
of enlisted servicemen he appealed to last
week to do the same?  This is suddenly so
personal.  I can hear it now: ‘We hope that
peace will come swiftly. But that is in the

FRESHMAN EDITION

Timon Stasko
talks changing
the world - one
vote at a time,
pg.7
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HEADLINES

A Quarter Million Take A Stand
Against The Bush Administration

in New York
New York City, 29 August 2004 – An estimated two
hundred and fifty thousand protesters lined the
streets of Manhattan in order to protest the
Republican National Convention on the last weekend
of August.

United for Peace and Justice, a national
grassroots group opposing the Bush administration,
as well as hundreds of other groups – including Turn
Left – organized the quarter of a million protesters as
their statement against both Bush’s policies and the
choice of New York City as the site of the Republican
National Convention resounded worldwide. New
York is a Democratic stronghold in federal elections,
and critics have suggested that the convention was
located in the city and timed in order to emphasize 9/
11 and the Bush administration’s War on Terror for
political advantage.

Although the protesters were passionate
about their opposition to the Bush agenda, the
throngs of demonstrators were remarkably peaceful
and the police had little to confront. There were however
several hundred arrests over the course of the convention
in conjunction with protesting activities, as expected. The
peaceful nature of the protest was part due to the restraint

and maturity of the protesters, part due to strict but well-
thought out planning by authorities.

Security for the event was unprecedented, and was
estimated to cost just under eighty million dollars. Much of

Belsan, North Ossetia, 6 September 2004 – A town and a nation mourn as 350 victims
of a horrific end to a hostage crisis are buried in Southern Russia. A thousand students,
teachers and parents were taken hostage for two and a half days in the North Ossetian
town of Belsan in the gymnasium of a local middle school by Chechen separatists
demanding Moscow withdraw from the Russian-occupied Chechnya. The crisis ended

when commandos stormed
the gymnasium, leaving a third
of the hostages – nearly half
of them children – dead. Many
were killed when explosives
rigged to bring down the roof
of the gymnasium detonated,
crushing those below.

The crisis is
reminiscent of an October
2002 attack by Chechen
separatists at a Moscow
theater. Many victims and their
families claim that the actions
of the police are what led to
the majority of the 118 hostage
deaths during that crisis.

Police attempted to diffuse the 2002 hostage situation by pumping sleeping gas into
the theater. Doctors later disclosed that 116 of the weary hostages died due to the
gas alone after enduring 50 hours of extreme conditions.

The Chechen situation was further complicated on 9 May 2004 when the
pro-Russian Chechen President Akhmad Kadyrov was assassinated in Grozny during
a ceremony marking the defeat of the Nazis. Chechen rebels planted the bomb that
killed the former rebel and Muslim cleric Kadyrov and 23 others at a Grozny stadium.

The situation in Russia is yet another example of how Bush’s worldwide War
on Terrorism has failed so miserably in the past three years. While no major attacks
have occurred on US soil since 2001, terrorism worldwide seems to have proceeded
unhindered. (Source: CBC)

San Francisco, 1 June 2004  –  A
federal district court judge has struck
down the controversial 2003 law banning
so-called partial birth abortions. U.S.
District Judge Phyllis Hamilton,
appointed during the Clinton
administration, cited an unacceptable
infringement on a woman’s right to
choose in declaring the Partial Birth
Abortion Ban Act of 2003 illegal.

Broadview Heights, OH, 4 September 2004 – President Bush announced his confidence in
voting systems across the country at a campaign stop in Ohio, answering a question on the
status of military absentee ballots which were lost in 2000.  Bush stated that the government
had ‘learned some lessons in the last campaign that we’ve got to be that we needed
election reforms’ (sic). Bush later referred to the Help American Vote Act (HAVA) of 2002,
which according to the President was designed ‘to encourage good, honest elections and
to make sure that the registrations are good and honest, [and] to make sure that every ballot
is counted.’

What Mr. Bush of course did not mention was the contentious electronic voting
systems around the United States that have become a political lightening rod for those
who consider any potential attack on democracy an attack on all of us. The machines are
infamous for their paltry security measures, poor accounting and conspicuous lack of
paper trails for the voting process.

Mr. Bush’s confidence in this nation’s election systems seems undeserved to
say the least. California Secretary of State (Elections) Kevin Shelley has banned a recent
model of an electronic voting machine in his state and has called for a criminal investigation
into Diebold Election Systems Inc., the machine’s manufacturer. More disconcertingly,
Diebold’s CEO Walden O’Dell has said in public – no doubt, at a Bush fundraiser – that he
is committed to delivering electoral votes to the president in the coming election. TL
Staffers conjecture that Mr. Bush’s confidence was rather in his ability to win the November
election than in the integrity of America’s next election. (Source: abcNEWS)

the security was concentrated on Madison Square
Gardens and Penn Station below it, where every train
passing through the commuter hub was thoroughly
searched, causing many delays. Despite the security,
protesters were allowed to march past the Gardens and
express their displeasure with the Bush administration.

The most remarkable facet of the protest
was in fact the variety of voices represented among
the demonstrators. Besides the usual suspects of
anarchists, radical socialists and more moderate but
seasoned protesting contingents, the rally included
a great deal of average Americans angered at the
Bush administration’s policies and actions. One
group carried nearly 1000 flag-draped mock caskets
to represent the nearly 1000 US servicemen and
women who have died in Iraq since the invasion of
March 2003. A Quaker group called the American
Friends Service Committee aided the families and
friends of victims of the Iraq war in a display at Central
Park on Saturday of more than 900 pairs of combat
boots, representing lost American soldiers, as well
as 1,000 pairs of street shoes each representing ten
Iraqi civilians who have died since the beginning of
the war.

Turn Left was well represented in its dual
role as news gatherer and protestor of the Bush

presidency. TL Staffers on hand included Editor in Chief
Andrew Garib as well as columnist Alexandra Berke.
(Sources: NYT, TL Staff)

Protesters’ signs line storefronts early Sunday in
Manhattan, hours before the massive rally

Bush Confident in Electoral System Despite
Electronic Vote Machine Woes

Russians Mourn, Pick Up the Pieces
of the War on Terrorism

Hundreds of victims - many of them children -
were hospitalized after the attacks.

The law was seen by many pro-
choice activists as the first substantial
step towards destroying a woman’s right
to choose an abortion. The
administration claims that the procedure,
which involves the partial removal of the
fetus before termination, is medically
unnecessary – to the bewilderment of
the 900 Planned Parenthood branches
across the country to whom the ruling

applies. Planned Parenthood provides
nearly half of the country’s 1.3 million
annual abortions.

President Bush signed the act
into law in November, stating that ‘a
terrible form of violence has been
directed against children who are inches
from birth while the law looked the other
way.’ But according to Planned
Parenthood, who lauded the finding,

Judge Hamilton sent a message to the
Bush White House ‘that the government
should not be intruding on very sensitive
and private medical decisions.’

The decision will almost
definitely reach the Supreme Court in
the coming months. (Source:
abcNEWS)

Federal Judge Rules Partial Birth Abortion Ban
Unconstitutional
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26 April 2004 – Students and staff representing a variety of progressive groups on campus
helped organize ‘Liberty and Justice for All: An educational symposium on threats to civil
liberties and social justice’, a three-day event in April designed to bring awareness to the
illegal internment of Muslim men at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba as well as other forces in our
current government bent on eroding the civil liberties of all Americans. The event was
centered around a wooden simulation of the Guantanamo internment camp in front of Olin
Hall on the Arts Quad, complete with guarding soldier, which doubled as a museum with
detailed information on the real camp, its origins, and its occupants.

The event
included several
talks and film
s h o w i n g s
regarding the War
on Terrorism, the
dynamics of
American power
abroad, the
‘disappearances’
and questionable
detention cases of
Muslim men in
New York State
after 9/11, and the
limits and extents
of presidential
executive power.
After the
construction of

the simulation prison camp, participating Cornellians held a rally on Ho Plaza with speakers
and performances.

Although many in the student body have learned from and supported the symposium,
the event had its share of dissenters. Disgruntled conservatives staged a protest alongside
the Guantanamo simulation on the Arts Quad, raising awareness of the new law of the land:
guilty until proven innocent. The counter-protesters distributed quarter cards and held
signs, with slogans such as: ‘Death to America! Do you really want me walking free?’
Apparently, the guilt or innocence of individual suspects is not to be decided by a court of
law, but rather, by the Cornell Review. TL Staffers, on the other hand, believe that while
government must act against terrorism, when some are not free, are all in chains. (Source:
TL Staff)

28 April 2004 – The Cornell Political
Coalition sponsored an hour-long student
debate regarding gay marriage in Goldwin
Smith D that contrasted strongly with a
similar debate earlier this month in that it
was interesting and informative.

The debate, featuring Erica Kagan ‘05,
LGBT liaison to the Student Assembly and
President of Direct Action to Stop
Homophobia, and serial logic bungler Mike
Lepage ‘05, chair of the Cornell College
Republicans, offered intriguing glimpses into
the reasonable and correct views of pro-gay
marriage advocates, and the shifting,
illogical, and often embarrassing views of
conservatives defending the traditional
definition of marriage.

Kagan insisted (as TL Staff does) that
the issue is one of civil rights and equality.
Lepage, however – famous among TL readers
for his statement last year that Iraqi weapons
of mass destruction are ‘buried in some
guy’s backyard’ (yeah, still looking, Mike) –
careened the discussion towards the usual
suspects among anti-gay marriage red
herrings.

Lepage argued that marriage is an
institution that has been in place for
thousands of years, and that he was
‘hesitant to change something that has
worked for such a long time.’
(coughcoughfortypercentdivorceratecoughcough)
Softer on logic than usual, Lepage continued
with a diatribe against the miserable record

8 April 2004 – Former French Prime
Minister (1997-2002) Lionel Jospin gave
a lecture entitled ‘The United States:
Empire or Super Nation State?’ in Baker
200 today, a keynote
speech for a Cornell
conference entitled
‘The Critical Anatomy
of the New American
Empire.’ The talk
packed the large
c e n t r a l - c a m p u s
lecture hall, where
students, staff and
local Ithacans
gathered to hear the
Socialist party author
and politician speak.

J o s p i n ’ s
answer to the
question of whether
America was an
empire was a well
articulated ‘non’.
Jospin – perhaps
disappointing some
less reasonable
observers – expressed his relief, after a
century that has seen the worst of both
Fascist and Communist governments,
that a democratic republic would assume
hegemony over world politics and
economy. Jospin defined empire carefully,
requiring a dictatorship which directly
dominates in the affairs of foreign nations
for the sake of its own power. The
calculus of American empire, Jospin
explained, simply didn’t add up.

Before taking a few questions
from the audience (which ranged from
insightful to mind-numbing) Jospin
reassured progressives of his critical
stance towards American use of power

Former French PM Jospin
Declares US ‘Mega-Nation

State’, Not Empire

Gay Rights Debate:
Much Better Than The

Last One

Informed Cornellians State
Creative Protest Against

Illegal Internment at Gitmo

of ‘social engineering’ attempts through
history, such as communism. TL Staff
wonders how the granting of civil rights to
those who deserve them entails social
engineering, and whether Lepage
considered the United States to be among
such failed experiments as the Soviet Union.

Lepage also failed to clarify whether or
not heterosexual couples who choose or are
unable to have children should be banned
from marriage along with homosexual
couples, since, according to the College
Republican, the essential element of marriage
is bearing children. According to the Cornell
Daily Sun coverage, the question wasn’t
even brought up.

Despite repeated embarrassments
during this recent debate, that
ridiculousness pales in comparison to a
much higher profile 6 April debate between
Susan Birch, director of the Human Rights
Campaign, a major LGBT lobby group, and
Robert S. Knight, a prominent conservative
who had a hand in the creation of the federal
Defense of Marriage act of 1996 passed
under the Clinton administration. While
Knight made a series of mindless and often
disturbing rhetorical strikes, Birch truly stole
the show in reducing meaningful dialogue
to senseless banter and conspiracy theories
– often entirely avoiding discussion about
gay marriage itself. Tsk, tsk.

TL Staffers are nonetheless proud (and
slightly frightened) to see that 20-something
Ivy Leaguers are capable of routine
upstaging of their national counterparts in
important discussion. (Source: CDS, TL
Staff)

since 11 September 2001. Jospin
condemned the Bush Administration’s
‘planetary Monroe Doctrine’ and
unilateralist stance, claiming that such

policies not only
endanger foreign
lives but also the
security of the United
States itself.
J o s p i n
reminded the
audience that
the United
States is not
all-powerful –
and that it
should for its
own sake co-
operate more
with the
international
c o m m u n i t y,
the European
Union, and the
United Nations
– a body
which it

helped create. TL agrees. Amen, brotha.
TL Staff is simply relieved that at least

one foreign intellectual leader doesn’t think
America’s all evil – especially given the
crap American conservatives often sling
towards the Cinqieme République. It is
also refreshing to hear a leading
progressive not simply dismiss America
as an empire but to assert this country’s
potential as the leader of democracies.

The conference was sponsored by
the Center for the Study of Economy and
Society (CSES) and the Society for the
Humanities at Cornell (SHC). (Source: TL
Staff, CDS)

Liberty and Justice for All Guantanamo Simulation
in front of Olin Library

Lionel Jospin
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From The Editor’s Desk
Fast Times Call for An Intelligent Left
BY ANDREW GARIB

A leader, no matter how
resolute, needs the illumination
of intelligent discourse to plot
a path through the darkness of
our days. Resolution alone will
lead only to determined
frustration.

TL

... In this world of rapid
change and global
calamity, the illuminating
power of open and
independent media is
needed more than ever.

Unique times are marked – and
sometimes marred – by rapid
change. Indeed, the last four years

have been unique in history, for both the
swiftness of succession of colossal events,
and for the way in which these events have
scarred the lives, if not the consciousness,
of the world’s inhabitants. And like other
unique eras, the uneasiness of these times
is equally potent abroad as it is here at home,
where our leaders and the contingencies of
history have conspired to produce a truly
universal unrest.

We in the media play a special role
in how humanity deals with the nadirs of
our fortune. Especially in a time when the
movement of legislation, troops, lobbyists,
government administrators, refugees,
pandemics and hatred is faster and more
devastating, it’s up to journalism to keep
the citizen body – those charged with
choosing and
removing our political
leaders – as informed
as possible. The media
– what our President
has aptly (although
not affectionately)
called ‘the filter’ –
serve to cut through
the rhetoric and
outright lies that
permeate the political
process, and to get at
the stories that don’t
always quite reach the consciences of the
citizenry. In a dramatic way, media need to
form an important part of the conscience of
a people.

And in this world of rapid change
and global calamity, the illuminating power

of open and independent media is needed
more than ever. We currently reside under a
federal administration which relies on
massive dishonesty, deceptive psychology,
Orwellian language and on the manipulation
of our basest instincts to maintain power.
We reside in a world community that would
rather close its eyes to the greatest disasters
of our time due to economics, logistics, and
skin color. Most pertinently, we work under
a media rubric which, despite the greatest
advances in technology and accessibility,
wishes to entertain rather than challenge,
thus leaving the most pressing issues of our
time on the back burner of nations’
consciousnesses.

Turn Left – as a political paper and
as part of the conscience of Cornell – has
been adamant that the current administration
is the biggest obstacle to national and
international progress in the short term. It is
certainly a priority to help rid this world of

perhaps the
worst US
p r e s i d e n c y
since the Civil
War, but in
these fast times,
its easy to get
lost in our single
minded efforts
against Bush
and to forget
what ethical
voters and
citizens of the

world really need to focus on. We so easily
ignore the issues – rather than the people –
that define our time. We must remember that
we don’t oppose Bush simply because of
who he is or where he comes from – we

oppose him for what he stands for on the
paramount issues of the day.

Turn Left is not only about the
removal of one
P r e s i d e n t ,
especially if his
r e p l a c e m e n t
inspires little
confidence. Turn
Left is about the
issues and events
that informed and
ethical people
want to know more
about, inciting
their passion to
change the world
around them for the better.

In the midst of the election, we
can’t forget the ongoing crisis in Sudan,
where thousands have been raped and killed,
and millions have fled throughout countries
in impoverished Saharan and Central Africa
to escape an oppressive government. We
can’t ignore the ramifications of international
terrorism, and how America’s War on
Terrorism has only worked to export terrorist
acts to our neighbors and allies such as
Russia, and has left America even more
insecure with a rising and radical anti-
Americanism worldwide. We can’t turn our
attention away from poverty and the
growing gap between the rich and poor
worldwide and in our own neighborhoods.
We cannot skimp discussion on the need
for universal health care for all Americans in
a time when the number of uninsured in the
US surpasses forty-five million. We can’t
deny the critical need to renew and update
our pledge to protect the environment and
invest in sustainable development, not
swiftly depleting energy reserves whose taps

are controlled by foreign governments. We
can’t shirk our responsibility to ensure that
all citizens – regardless of culture, race,

sexual orientation,
language or gender
– can enjoy
membership in an
inclusive society,
not one whose
mores are dictated
by a very white,
very male, and very
c o n s e r v a t i v e
Christian monolith.

In fast
times, we cannot
count upon a brash,

callous and single (and simple) minded body
politic, whether Left or Right, to guide
humanity through the worst the world has
to offer. A leader, no matter how resolute,
needs the illumination of intelligent
discourse to plot a path through the
darkness of our days. Resolution alone will
lead only to determined frustration.

A compassionate, ethical and
informed Left is the only meaningful body
through which true progress can practically
emerge. Turn Left will strive to represent this
version of liberal thought by broadening our
perspective – and hopefully yours –
throughout the coming semester.

George Bush is only one subject in
the grand scheme of world politics, society
and economics. It is the other six billion
people, in particular the three hundred million
Americans, whom we are truly working for –
and it is up to an intelligent Left not to forget
just where our priorities truly lay.
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Letter to the Editor

There was a guard in the room, the door
to the classroom constantly opened and
closed, there were announcements
bleeping from the guard’s walkie talkies.
The environment is not at all conducive
to learning, but no one seems to notice.

Have something to say?
Write a letter to the Editor!

Send your thoughts to asg29@cornell.edu

TL

TL

I  don’t know if you’ve noticed, but
sometimes college (especially college in
Ithaca, it seems) isolates us. We operate

in a strange, academically focused bubble.
The intensity of my disconnectedness really
hit me when I was home in New York City
this summer, so I made a resolution to do
something unrelated to Cornell when I came
back. Since I have an interest in the prison
system, and upstate New York is home to
much of it, it seemed logical to volunteer in a
prison.

Lansing Residential Center is home
to about 150 girls between the ages of 14
and 18. Just ten minutes past the Pyramid
Mall where Jehovah’s Witnesses used to
farm, next to the Louis Gossett, Jr. Center for
boys, girls from all over the state now live
and learn.

I don’t know what I thought would
happen, but it certainly wasn’t that I would
waltz in there with two other Cornell
students, request to teach a creative class
and be handed a one and half hour session
with a unit that houses about 20 girls/
inmates/students. There was a minimalist
briefing on how Lansing works. I still don’t
know the girl’s schedules, how much class
they attend or the reasons that they are there.

When I first walked into class we
had no real lesson plan, and I had no clue
what to expect. There they were: about 20
girls, mostly black, some Hispanic and some
white, all wearing matching navy blue

sweatpants with either tucked in navy blue
t-shirts, or navy blue sweatshirts. All with
smatterings of stains, making it ambiguous
whether or not they are recycled, or just
poorly cared for. There was a guard in the
room, the door to the classroom constantly
opened and closed, there were

announcements bleeping from the guard’s
walkie talkies.

The environment is not at all
conducive to learning, but no one seems to
notice. It seems to fit into the pattern set by
society of odds being stacked against those
like the residents of Lansing. It becomes
obvious while talking to the residents that

they come from backgrounds without a good
support system, and they have experienced
things that would make a support system
necessary. One girl has written about never
being called her name, only referred to as
‘stupid’ throughout her life; another writes
about the friend she saw high on drugs

throw himself from the top of the projects
where they live.

Some of them have parents
(although I’ve only heard lots of stories of
abusive fathers) and some of them live in
foster homes. Their writing is good because
they have experienced things I could never
write realistically about, but they have

trouble with grammar and spelling. Some of
them have dreams to be writers and
journalists, and frankly, I worry that they’ll
never make it. I worry because most of them
will be back at Lansing for another visit. I
worry because I’m not sure that they’ll have
teachers with the time and energy to focus
on helping them specifically achieve their
goals. I also wonder how I can make a positive
impact on them without being
condescending.

One of the residents, the first whom
I felt connected to and who was later
released from Lansing, has a tremendous
voice in her writing. One of her poems, ‘Yo!
You Don’t Know Me!,’ really illustrates the
delicate line that is drawn between helpful
and patronizing. ‘…You think you know me?
Using your big words to control me, little
did you know, I could care less about the
little things you do to console me, yea its all
good to have someone to talk to, someone
to hold your hand, someone to tie your shoe,
until after awhile that someone gets old and
you want someone new…’

She’s gone now, back into the
foster care system. Hopefully this time
she’ll find someone who wants to take
care of her – not just temporarily.
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W W W . C U T U R N L E F T . O R G

Dear Editor,

As a Dutch citizen, I (and most
other people in the Netherlands)
have always thought the

American war on drugs to be a strange
and expensive way of dealing with the
problem of drug abuse. As indicated in
the article ‘Nixon’s Other War’ [Alyssa
Marie Simon, Vol. IV, Issue V May
2004] America’s harsh approach to drugs
does not seem to work at all.

As with a lot of other things in the
US, the war on drugs seems to be more
like a continuous campaign for a re-
election than anything else. Only three
words summarize what is known in the
US in regards to the drug system in The
Netherlands: ‘THEY ARE LEGAL!’
Fortunately, Simon’s article gives one of

our main reasons why the Dutch have
such a lenient stance towards drugs:
We’d like our police officers to spend
their time on more important issues than
marihuana use.

Another main reason to semi-
legalize marijuana in The Netherlands is
more important in my view. The Dutch
law distinguishes soft drugs (marijuana)
from the far more damaging and
addictive hard-drugs like cocaine and
heroin. People who tend to like the soft
drugs – which about equally damaging
as alcohol – do not get into contact with
shady dealers who also sell harmful hard
drugs. So although it is easier to get
marijuana in The Netherlands than it is
to get it in the US, the next step, which
is to experiment with hard drugs, is easier
to take in the US than it is to take it in

From Volume IV Issue II,
10 December 2004

The Netherlands. This results in
significantly fewer hard-drug addicts in
the Netherlands than in other countries
in Europe (as well as the US of course).

By legalizing the soft drugs that do
not get people into trouble, we lessen
the chances of people getting into
contact with the hard drugs that do get
people into trouble. This is the true
virtue of the Dutch system.

For more information on the Dutch
drug system, visit www.rnw.nl/society/
html/drugindex.html.

Niels van de Ven
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Kyoto Now!
Still Keeping Cornell On Task
BY TRISTAN JACKSON AND ELIZABETH HARTMAN

Kyoto Now! made great strides last semester in bringing
renewable energy to Cornell. At Kyoto Now!’s urging,
Cornell has agreed to conduct studies to determine the
feasibility of building a wind farm near campus.  Studies
will assess local wind speed and the potential impacts of
the proposed project, including risks to wildlife. Pending
the results of the studies, Kyoto Now! hopes to work with
the university to erect wind turbines sufficient to supply
the university with ten percent of its electricity.

Inspiration for the project came when Kyoto Now! got
word of Carleton College’s plans to put up a 1.6 megawatt
wind turbine near their campus in Minnesota, accounting
for forty percent of the college’s electrical load.  Kyoto
Now! proposed the Cornell wind farm project to Lanny
Joyce, manager of engineering, planning, and energy
management for Cornell Utilities.  The proposal was met
with enthusiasm, and after meeting with Joyce, Hal Craft,
Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, approved funding
for the studies.

The Kyoto Task Team

Lanny Joyce is also head of the Kyoto Task Team, Kyoto
Now!’s administrative branch which works tirelessly away
in the Humphreys Service Building.  If you’re wondering
which building is Humphreys, just look for the massive
mountain of coal piled behind it, which Cornell uses to
produce heat and some of its electricity through co-
generation.

The Kyoto Task Team, which is made up of students,
faculty, and staff, carries out the bulk of the real work
involved in actualizing the proposals of the student group.
For example, Cornell’s lake source cooling system, which
uses a heat exchanger to take advantage of cold lake water
to improve the efficiency of the university’s air conditioning
system. The Task Team has also conducted Energy
Conservation Initiative Studies on a number of campus
buildings, including Duffield and Olin Halls.  Energy
conservation measures undertaken by the Task Team are
saving the university an estimated $2 million per year.
Furthermore, the Task Team has received funding from
NYSERDA (New York State Energy Research and
Development Authority) for energy conservation measures
on the new Life Sciences building and other buildings on
campus.  For more information on the Task Team and its
accomplishments, visit http://www.utilities.cornell.edu/
Kyoto/

Education and Outreach

As part of an ongoing education effort, Kyoto Now! co-
sponsored a lecture by David Orr, head of Oberlin College’s
Environmental Studies Department.  Orr was instrumental
in the construction of Oberlin’s environmental studies
building, which incorporates features such as solar panels
and a ‘living machine’ to purify water.  Orr’s lecture, entitled
Ecological Design on Campus, was co-sponsored by the
Cornell University Renewable Energy Society (CURES),
Society for Natural Resources Conservation (SNRC), and
Ecology House.  As part of the same lecture series, CURES
sponsored a presentation about the first U.S. offshore wind
farm by Mitchell Jacobs, Treasurer of Cape Wind
Associates.

Also in the area of public education, Kyoto Now!
member Abby Krich has been engaging ILR Senior Darren
Rumack in debate in a Cornell Daily Sun opinion column.
Krich’s column, It’s Easy Being Green appears every other
Tuesday, opposite Rumack’s Greens vs. Greenbacks.

History

Kyoto Now!’s current campaign for a wind farm grew out
of previous efforts to bring renewable energy to campus.
These efforts centered on the creation of an endowment,
the interest from which could be used to purchase
renewable energy credits (RECs).  The endowment was also
intended to support renewable energy professorships and
small renewable energy projects, such as solar panels on
dorms. Cornell’s Administration looked unfavorably on the
endowment.  Despite the fact that the endowment would
be funded by alumni donations, the administration feared
that it would detract resources from other university
programs.

Lacking financial support for the endowment, Kyoto
Now! shifted its strategy to advocating a renewable energy
investment with a payback for the university: a wind farm.
While a business plan for the wind farm has not yet been
finalized, the expectation is that the wind farm will pay for
itself by reducing
C o r n e l l ’ s
expenditures on
energy.

You may be
wondering why
Kyoto Now! is
proposing that
Cornell build a wind
farm.  The group is
still working to help
the university fulfill
its 2001 commitment
to meet the standards
of the Kyoto
Protocol.  Doing so
requires that Cornell
reduce its greenhouse
gas emissions by 7%
below 1990 levels
between 2008 and
2012.  Cornell’s
pledge was made after
the founders of
Kyoto Now! staged a
week-long protest
outside of Day Hall in April of 2001.

Since its inception, Kyoto Now! has been a consensus-
based, student-run organization.  While Kyoto Now!’s first
step was getting the university to agree to meet the Kyoto
standards, the goal is to establish Cornell as a leader in
renewable energy use and research.  Working with the
university, Kyoto Now! intends to keep Cornell at the
forefront of the necessary transition to renewable energy.

After last semester’s success and the commencement
of the wind studies, Kyoto Now! continues to monitor the
progress of the wind project.  However, the studies
themselves are primarily in the hands of the utilities
administration of the university and the independent
company contracted to complete the studies.  Kyoto Now!’s

main involvement in the wind project at this point is to
make sure the studies are progressing at a satisfactory rate.

Current Campaigns

This semester, Kyoto Now! will be most actively involved
in the wind project in the form of public outreach and
education.  Public outreach is important to ensure that the
community does not feel that Cornell is imposing its will
without regard for the concerns of local residents.  For
example, some community members feared that the lake
source cooling project would damage the Cayuga Lake
ecosystem.  Cornell went to great lengths to ensure that
the project would not have significant negative
environmental impacts, but did not effectively communicate
the research findings to the township.  The research on the
lake source cooling project proved to be sound, and hence,
fears of environmental degradation were unfounded.  Kyoto
Now!’s outreach campaign is aimed at preventing another
misunderstanding, should the results of the wind study
prove positive and the project proceed to the construction
stage.

Along with community outreach, Kyoto Now! will be
working on a similar campaign aimed at students.  In
addition to conveying the results of the wind studies, the

campus campaign is intended to bring Cornell’s
advancements in greenhouse gas emission reductions into
public view.  Campus outreach has the main goals of
educating and increasing the involvement of the student
body.

Speaking of involvement, new and returning members
are always welcome at Kyoto Now!’s weekly meetings.
Kyoto Now!’s consensus structure means that everyone
present has an equal voice and vote.  Every Tuesday at
4:45, environmentally conscious students meet in Room
164 of Goldwin Smith to share their visions of renewable
energy for Cornell, and someday…the world.

FOR MORE  INFORMATION ,  CONTACT  TRISTAN AT

TJJ4@CORNELL.EDU OR LIZ AT EAH32@CORNELL.EDU.

CAMPUS
FOCUS

Cornell’s and America’s  Future
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From Volume IV Issue IV,
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hands of others besides ourselves. And we
must be prepared for a long continued
conflict. It will require patience as well as
bravery, the will to endure as well as the will
to resist.’  Wait, that’s Lyndon Johnson in a
speech to John Hopkins University in 1965.
Is it really necessary to continue this
analogy?

We did not speak up about it when all
signs pointed to terrorist attacks with 747s
in NYC and D.C.  Can we please at least

begin a conversation about the fact that the
2004 high school graduation class may soon
be the next front-liners in central Baghdad?
Right or wrong, I am certainly not one with
the authority to cite the importance of
debate and discourse, but James Madison
was, and he did it in Federalist paper number
10.  The recently disclosed presidential brief
was titled ‘Al Qaeda determining to strike
U.S’.  No debate, discourse, conversation?

Speak the truth, spark discourse, and
stop hiding behind our infatuation for the
present and our fear of the future.  If a draft

is in our midst, let’s talk about it. If we can
harness a peace by voting, protesting or
enlisting, well then park me on the front lawn
of the White House with a makeshift
cardboard peace sign, and I’ll gladly sign
on the dotted draft line.

In my experience with this
administration, I feel like the most I can ask
them is to at least nurture an honest debate.
However, I somehow believe a deep
backwash of mistruths will drown a
discussion surrounding the evident reality
of military service.

Democracy is worth fighting for,
freedom is certainly not free, and thankfully,
the American soldier is fearless in defending
our country. Mr. Rumsfeld, Mr. Bush, tell
the truth.  Don’t declare the future
unpredictable in order to hide from it.  And
voters – in November, vote for a globally
shared responsibility to create a more
peaceful, democratic Middle East.
Otherwise, do the math, do the push-ups,
pack extra socks, and load your AK-47 for a
trip to the desert.

...Continued from Cover.

“Speak the truth, spark discourse, and stop hiding behind our infatuation for the present and our fear of the
future.  If a draft is in our midst, let’s talk about it.”
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9/11: Bush’s Only Hope
Bush’s September 11 Image Exploitation Is Election Strategy Gone Mad

BY SACHA A. BOEGEM

W ith all the controversy
surrounding President Bush’s
use of images from 9/11 in his

first campaign ads, one could get the
impression that this is the first and only time
Bush has exploited the tragedy for political
purposes.  But a look at Bush’s actions since
the most
horrific terrorist attack in American history
reveals he has been using America’s

heartbreak as a political tool for some time,
and that doing so is his only hope for re-
election.

Shortly after 9/11, Bush used the
terrorist attack to pass into law the draconian
USA PATRIOT Act. While containing some
worthy provisions, this legislation gives law
enforcement authorities sweeping new
powers that are easily abused and
undermine fundamental civil liberties. 
Conservatives and liberals alike have spoken
out against various sections of the Patriot

Act – such as one that allows the FBI to
secretly track any person’s library loans, and
one that gravely limits Fourth Amendment
protections against unreasonable searches
and seizures.

Bush has also used 9/11 to excuse his
fiscal irresponsibility.  Revealing a level of
unprecedented fiscal mismanagement, Bush
turned the largest budget surpluses in
American history into the largest budget

deficits in American history in only three
short

years.  The principal culprit in this
astounding feat is Bush’s imposition of
gigantic tax cuts in both 2001 and 2003 –
both of which disproportionately benefit
wealthy Americans.  But Bush has attributed
these enormous new deficits in part to the
cost of the ‘War on Terror’ that he launched
following 9/11.  This excuse leads one to ask
why he dramatically cut taxes at the same
time he was leading America into war.

Traditionally during wartime, taxes have
been raised on top incomes to pay the extra
costs of war.  In fact, every American
president since the Civil War who has gone
to war has raised taxes, not cut them.

Bush’s most dishonest use of 9/11 was
as a justification for his misguided attack on
Iraq.  By subtly suggesting that Iraq might
have had something to do with 9/11, and by
arguing that Saddam Hussein might give

weapons of mass destruction to terrorists
sometime in the future (something
considered highly unlikely by intelligence
analysts), Bush exploited Americans’ fear of
terrorism in order to drag the country into
an unnecessary and costly war on Iraq.  In
fact, it is Bush who has turned Iraq into a
magnet for terrorists wishing to harm
America, and who has given terrorists a ripe
target in American soldiers stationed in Iraq.

The use of 9/11 imagery in Bush’s first
political ads of the campaign season is only

his latest attempt to use the tragedy to
further his political agenda.  Some might
remember that around the first anniversary
of 9/11, the Republican Party raised money
by selling to its donors a photograph of Bush
taken on Air Force One on September 11th
(for $150 a piece), generating a firestorm of
public outrage.  Others may recall that Bush
and Cheney, under scrutiny about what they
knew about terrorist threats prior to 9/11,
sternly warned Democrats back in 2002 not

to use the tragedy for political purposes –
suggesting that to do so would be unpatriotic
and unseemly.

The hypocrisy is stunning, and all the
more so when one considers that Bush
vigorously fought the creation of an
independent commission to examine the
events

leading up to 9/11.  Even after
grudgingly accepting the creation of such a
commission, Bush has refused to cooperate

MR ROVE: THIS IS NOT A PHOTO-OP.
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See The use of 9/11, page 9
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How To Make Your Voice Heard in November
BY TIMON STASKO

Have a strong opinion on the war in
Iraq? How about health care,
education, the environment,

abortion, or the minimum wage? Don’t let
your vision for America remain a
conversation piece. Bring it into reality. Here
are three easy ways to do just that.

1. Vote! Despite being the most fundamental
way to express political opinion, voting is
surprisingly uncommon, especially in our
age group. Both the Democratic and the
Republican parties are eager to help you
register, and both provide assistance on
their websites (www.dnc.org and
www.rnc.org respectively). You are under
no obligation to vote for their party after
using their site to register.

Perhaps the most useful resource for
registering to vote is
www.declareyourself.com. The site helps

you to fill out voter registration forms and
absentee ballot requests if they are available
for your state, and gives you the necessary
links if they aren’t. Take ten minutes to fill
out the form you need, print it, check it over,
sign, and send it to your board of elections
(the address will be provided).

Simply voting is the first step
toward political empowerment, but you
can make it a bigger step by voting
strategically. Most students at Cornell can
vote either in Ithaca or in their hometown.
If you have a choice of voting in a swing
state (Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Florida to
name a few), you probably want to take
advantage of the opportunity to give your

vote the added impact. Don’t forget about
state and local elections as well. Those can
be close in any state, and they are much
more important than most people give them
credit for.

2. Write! All sorts of media, from newspapers
to television shows, welcome letters to the
editor. Keep up to date on the issues you
care about, and express your point of view.
The more letters a paper or station receives
on a topic the more likely they are to publish
one of them. Don’t be afraid to write directly
to your representatives either, and be sure

to mention that you are a registered voter in
their district.

3. Pass it on! This election is shaping up to
be one of the closest in recent history and
every vote will count. Help friends figure
out how to register using the resources
mentioned earlier.

Remember, only a small fraction of
eligible voters elected president Bush for
his first term, and only by a slim margin.

Impact The Election! Millions of peoples’ opinions were ignored
simply because they did not take the time
to speak up. It’s time to stop the silence.

Resources:

http://www.elections.state.ny.us/voting/
votequal.htm
http://www.declareyourself.com/press/
PDFs/DY_Fact_Sheet.pdf

Don’t let your vision for
America remain a conversation
piece. Bring it into reality.

TL
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...Continued from Cover.

How can you compare the grades of a student from East St.
Louis to that of, say, a prep school in New England with a
per pupil budget of close to $12,000, where a typical well-to-
do student could be taking 2 to 5 AP classes in an overly
funded facility and ‘earning’ over a 4.0 average?

a few blacks were freed. It did not apply to
slaves in border states fighting on the Union
side during the Civil War, nor did it affect
slaves in southern areas already under Union
control. Most importantly, all this was
contingent upon the victory of the Union
side. Naturally, the states in rebellion did
not act on Lincoln’s order – for would that
not defeat the purpose of a rebellion?

The only document comparable to the
Emancipation Proclamation was the D.C.
Emancipation Act where Abraham Lincoln
ordered the immediate release of slaves in
D.C and a compensation of $300 to ‘loyal
Unionist masters.’ Yes, you read
correctly…the federal government spent
over $1 million over a period of nine months
to compensate slave owners
and a measly $100 to those
blacks who agreed to be
shipped back to colonies
outside of the United States.
During the same time period,
the United States made
provisions for impoverished
white Europeans in the
western US. They were given
thousands of acres of land,
provisions for profitable farming and an
overwhelming amount of government
subsidized aid for development in the areas

of education and health. Just a little history
for you.

And yet some of the more close-minded
members of our society might feel this was

sufficient for a people forcefully imported
from their homelands, brutally enslaved for
years and burdened with the economy of

an entire country on their
shoulders. Mr. Hint asserts
that discriminatory laws and
practices, including lynching,
have been outlawed long
enough for minorities, blacks
especially, to be as equally
successful as whites.

[A sidenote: It has been
estimated that between 1880
and 1920, an average of two

African Americans a week were lynched in
the United States. On Saturday 21st March
1981, Bennie Hays’s son, Henry Hays, and
James Knowles, decided they would get

revenge for the failure of the courts to
convict a black man for killing a policeman.
They traveled around Mobile in their car
until they found nineteen-year-old Michael

Donald, a black man, walking home. After
forcing him into the car, they took him into
the next county where he was lynched. After
a long-drawn out legal
struggle, Henry Hayes was
executed on 6th June 1997. It
was the first time a white man
had been executed for a crime
against an African American
since 1913]

Mr. Hint also declares
that the only existence of
sponsored segregation is in
institutions such as Ujamaa
Residential College. So let’s talk about
‘sponsored segregation.’ Why is it that as
soon as a suburban neighborhood becomes
twenty percent black, you have ‘white

flight’? Ask any of your friends about their
own experiences. Moreover why does the
U.S government persistently fail to fully
fund all public schools?

On academic performance – I’m sure
we have all heard about grade inflation. It is
not only a problem in higher education. It
starts early in high school when students
are allowed to take Advanced Placement
classes. GPAs can ‘float’ high over the
standard 4.0 to an impressive 5.0. Now, let’s
consider the states of the different school
systems across the United States.
Minorities are the major victims of savagely
unequal educational systems. Case Study:
East St. Louis, Missouri school district. The
city in itself is roughly 98 percent Black,
has no regular trash collection among many

other necessary services, and
barely provides any jobs. It
is commonly described as
‘America’s Soweto.’ Classes
with an average of 30 to 40
kids are luxury. Many of these
students are eager, but scarce
resources leave them with
little or no hope. A 14-yr old
girl in such a condition said
of her and many other

minorities’ reality: ‘We have a school in East

disapprove of the bill, versus 26% who
approve, according to ABCNews.com. The
2003 Medicare bill is clearly not meant to be
an election issue.

The bill is designed to provide
drug-benefit coverage for retirees through
the subsidization of health insurance
companies. The plan is complex and
sophisticated – in fact it’s so vast that,
according to Lewis Lapham in his article in
the February edition of Harper’s, few or none
of the politicians who voted on the bill even
read the document.
This is hardly a
coincidence – the
bill was rammed
through Congress
with the greatest
expediency (anyone
remember the
Patriot Act?) at the
same time as
another fiasco of a
mega-bill made its
speedy attempt
through the halls of
government: that
concession-packed
and equally heinous energy bill.

The Medicare overhaul, the largest
change in Medicare since the program’s 1965
inception, passed both the House and
Senate by the slimmest of margins. The
House passed the 681 page bill at 6:00 a.m.
on 22 November with a vote of 220-215 – the
bill was such an atrocity that it took hours
of arm-twisting and bribery in order to coax
even Republican members to fall in line.

I, like Lapham and Congress, am
dependent on the press for information on
the bill and have not had a chance to sit
down and scan its nitty-gritty. Nevertheless,
we and the rest of the public seem to share

the same doubts based upon what we learn
from the media: According to the above-
mentioned poll, 58% of the 1/6 of the
population who have followed the story
closely disapprove of the bill, many strongly
disagreeing. What can be concluded from
this? (No, Ms. Coulter, it’s not liberal bias.)
The more one knows about it, the less likely
he or she is going to like the 2003 Medicare
bill, which is now law like-it-or-loathe-it.

The flaws are many but easily
enumerable. Lapham’s list of woes, as well
as those of many other journalists and Hill-
watchers, goes something like this: The

government is now forbidden, in the vast
majority of cases, to negotiate a bulk
discount on drugs, as Canadian
governments do regularly to provide their
citizens with cheap medication; it is now
illegal to (re)import drugs from Canada where
drugs bought in bulk are fractions of the
usual price; for drugs outside the Medicare
plan, it’s forbidden to purchase supplemental
private insurance; 6 million people have a
reduced or eliminated current Medicare drug
coverage thanks to the law; and payment is
suspended for seniors exactly at the point
when most need the most coverage, at $2250
a year, only to resume at $3600. Lapham adds

that companies are given ‘maximum flexibility’
in choosing their beneficiaries (offering their
services only to those whose business is
profitable) and that the government now as
much as ever depends on drug and
insurance firms to control costs and curtail
spending – leaving Medicare and taxpayers
to foot the bill on whatever decisions the
industry makes.

Oh, and what a bill. The cost is
projected at $400 billion over the next 10
years (falling $121 billion short of our federal
deficit), but Lapham is quick to add that
since costs are regulated by the market alone,

that $400 billion could share the fate of our
federal deficit, and balloon to corporate
subsidy record numbers. So much for
conservative small-government – this is
neoconservative debt-boosting at its best.

I should mention that as it stands,
America’s current medical system, utterly
dependent on markets and private business,
ranks 37th in the world for health system
performance, and 54th-55th in its fairness of
financial contributions to the health system
– despite spending more money by
percentage of GDP and overall than any other
country – according to the World Health
Organization. Yet with this Medicare bill or

without, problems with the private system
are nonetheless mounting. A recent New
York Times article (“Companies Limit Health
Coverage of Many Retirees”, 3 February
2004) reports that companies are beginning
to drop retired employees from their own
health-benefit programs, offering instead
group plans that are often out of the financial
reach of retirees. There’s pressure on the
system from all sides – and this travesty of a
law only makes the situation worse.

A piece of legislation this crooked
must have a shady upbringing – and indeed
this idea is born out in the birth of Dr. Bill

Frist’s love-child with
corporate America. Senate
majority leader Frist himself
has a $26 million stake in this
country’s largest consortium
of for-profit hospitals and
medical centers, the Hospital
Corporation of America (or
HCA, founded by Frist’s
father). Frist’s partner-in-crime
J. Dennis Hastert, as well as
House majority leader Tom
DeLay among others, could be
named in the next House ethics
committee hearing in a few
months, as complaints of bribes

and other arm-twisting tactics used to pass
the bill in Congress (including subsequently
muted cries from the Republican side) have
surfaced, if only temporarily. What we do
have as concrete evidence of fishy business
is the 3-hour stretching of the 15-minutes
allotted for voting on the Medicare bill,
giving Tom DeLay sufficient time to pull
representatives in line in order to produce
the razor-thin margin of victory. It certainly
makes one wonder just how bad a bill has to
be for a party to resort to such tactics in
order to pull fellow party members on board.

A piece of legislation this
crooked must have a shady
upbringing – and indeed
this idea is born out in the
birth of Dr. Bill Frist’s
love-child with corporate
America.

‘The more one knows about it, the less likely he
or she is going to like the 2003 Medicare bill ...’

...Continued from Cover.

“Some of the more close-minded members of our society might feel [freedom] was sufficient for a people
forcefully imported from their homelands, brutally enslaved for years and burdened with the economy of an

entire country on their shoulders.”



“The use of 9/11 imagery in Bush’s first political ads of the campaign season is only
his latest attempt to use the tragedy to further his political agenda.”

8 September 2004  9Turn Left

...Continued from p.7

Republican officials
themselves said they
chose New York City
because of the enormous
political and emotional
symbolism that has
become attached to the
city since 9/11.  Actually,
a World Trade Center
groundbreaking is
reported to be planned
for during the
convention.
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with it - delaying, stonewalling, and underfunding it at every
turn.  Bush and his Republican cohorts in Congress even
had to be shamed into allowing the commission an extra
sixty days to complete its work.  And Bush is still refusing
to meet with the full commission, insisting that he will only
meet with its top two members behind closed doors and will
not speak to them under oath.  Considering that the

Republican
Chairman of
t h e
commi t tee
has said that
9/11 could
have been
prevented,
B u s h ’ s
reluctance to
testify fully,
openly, and
under oath, is
understandable,
b u t
shameful.

Bush’s
policies so
rarely benefit
the public
interest or
address the
p r e s s i n g
concerns of
m o s t
Americans
that it comes
as no

surprise that he is pinning his hopes for re-election on his
‘steady leadership following 9/11.  But it is difficult to
understand how fiscal meltdown, the worst job-creation
record since Herbert Hoover, and an unnecessary and
unwise war on Iraq (costing taxpayers billions of dollars,
hundreds of lives, and thousands of seriously injured
American soldiers) can be sold as steady leadership, let
alone good leadership.  His abandonment of America’s

middle-class and contempt for the public interest on issues
as wide-ranging as the economy, tax policy, fiscal discipline,

health care, entitlement programs,
education, civil rights, the
environment, consumer protection,
foreign policy, and even homeland
security explain why Helen Thomas,
the legendary White House
correspondent for United Press
International who has covered every
president since John F. Kennedy,

said of Bush: ‘This is the worst president ever.  He is the
worst president in all of American history.’

Bush will again attempt to exploit 9/11 for political
advantage this September when the Republicans hold their
nominating convention in New York City. Republican officials

themselves said they chose New
York City because of the enormous
political and emotional symbolism
that has become attached to the city
since 9/11.  Actually, a World Trade
Center groundbreaking is reported
to be planned for during the
convention.  As for the timing, the
political parties usually hold their

nominating conventions in July (as the Democrats are doing
this year) or early August (as the Republicans did in 2000),
but this year the Republicans scheduled their convention
from August 30th through September 2nd.  Holding a
convention so late is unprecedented.  There is little doubt

that Republicans intend to use the
solemn anniversary of September
11th as a backdrop for their partisan
convention, and as a political tool
to help re-elect Bush.  They know,
as does Bush, that exploiting 9/11 is
Bush’s only hope.

(Originally published on
commondreams.org, 8 March 2004)
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St. Louis named for Dr. King. The school is
full of sewer water and the doors are locked
with chains. Every student in that school is
black. It’s like a terrible joke on history.’

Now are these children as American as
you and I, or are they citizens just of East
St. Louis? How can you compare the grades
of a student from East St. Louis to that of,
say, a prep school in New England with a
per pupil budget of close to $12,000, where
a typical well-to-do student could be taking
2 to 5 AP classes in an overly funded facility
and ‘earning’ over a 4.0 average? ‘Separate
but equal?’

How then can an admission committee
justly decide on a prospective student
without giving special consideration to each
student’s individual background?
Uninformed people wrongly believe that
Affirmative Action allows ‘unqualified’
blacks admission into otherwise selective
colleges. I know from
speaking with admission
officers here at Cornell that
such is not the case with our
admission policies. As many
will suggest, it is most
beneficial to examine the
applicant as a whole, taking
into consideration socio-
economics, historical
background, culture and race.
To simply push for a colorblind society fails
to address the issues of present and savage
inequalities, forces people of color into an

‘American’ assimilation and ultimately
helps no one but the already privileged.

It worries me, and sometimes sickens
me, to see that even after coming to a place
of supposedly high intellect, there are still
people who believe nonwhites are
incapable of outperforming their
counterparts. This is evident through the
reference and support of so-called scholars
such as Dinesh D’Souza, who has
supposedly done studies to ‘prove’ black
intellectual incapacity. And I personally
cannot trust an explanation of the good of
slavery for blacks and the United States
from someone who has never experienced
it nor has any comparable history.

Folks, it’s really as simple as picking
up a book. And thanks to revolutions such
as the Willard Straight Hall takeover, you
could just as easily enroll in a culturally
enriching class, be it in Africana or perhaps
American Indian Studies. We need to take

our education into our own
hands, challenge norms and
explore all angles.

We are at a university
that supposedly fosters an
education in any area. The
knowledge is there should
we choose to pursue it. This
was the impression I
originally had about Cornell
and the members of this great

institution—but I may be wrong.

As the ABC/Washington Post poll shows, America
is responding. Cities and states across the Northeast –
including Boston – have vowed to break the new Medicare
law and purchase Canadian drugs at a 30%-80% savings.
If there were ever an example of a bill out of sync with the
needs of the average American, this would be it.

For the Bush Administration, it is not enough
to fight the nationalization of healthcare on ideological
grounds. There is somewhere a perhaps unwritten
requirement that in the process of quashing progress,
corporate friends of government, no matter how crooked,

are to make the real gains. That’s why Lapham’s article
uses the term ‘medical-industrial complex’ – for military
expenditure, as a portion of GDP, is a mere polished coin
to the gold mine that is the private industry of human health.
The corruption and ideology of free-market exposure of
our most important capital go hand in hand. No moral and
well-informed citizen can ignore the need for a new deal for
America’s health care system.

Source: http://www.abcnews.go.com/sections/politics/US/
medicare_poll_031208.html

The plan is complex and
sophisticated – in fact it’s
so vast that, according to
Lewis Lapham in his
article in the February
edition of Harper’s, few
or none of the politicians
who voted on the bill
even read the document.

TL
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Something’s cooking in the world of politics, but few are paying attention. News is a weapon

that can be wielded by foregrounding some stories, or, more pertinently, by burying others. TL

staff takes a look at the news items that aren’t always (or are no longer) front-page material.

THE BACK BURNER

POVERTY AND THE NUMBER

OF UNINSURED are up –
except in Madison
Square Gardens. It seems like
those tax cuts for the ultra-rich haven’t come
much in handy during a lackluster economy
with minimal job growth and a whole lot of
foreign debt. While supply-siders crawled
under their ideological rocks in time for a
Republican Convention focused on
reminding the populace how moderate,
diverse and decisive the Republican party
is (TL Staffers estimate that a total of 100%
of black Republicans were captured on film
at the convention, and that 9/11
sentimentality was emphasized 4 × 1024 times
during the weekend in New York), the US
Census Bureau released their damning
report on poverty rates and the number of
medically uninsured Americans, just in time
to be overshadowed by the Spectacle at
Madison Square Gardens.

The report saw the number of
impoverished Americans increase
by 1.3 million to 35.8 million or 12.5
% of the population, as well as the
number of uninsured Americans go
up by 1.4 million to 45 million, or 15%
of Americans. This is the third year in a
row in which we have seen such
increases (and coincidentally, the third
year in a row under President Bush…)
and they come at a time when Medicare
plans a record hike in its premiums.

The numbers were most
grim for children, of whom 12.9
million lived in poverty last year
(up 800,000). A staggering

17.6% of the under-18
population lived under the
poverty line in 2003, a full
percentage point more than the
same number in 2002.

Of course, these numbers were
hardly unexpected. Job growth has remained
relatively stagnant, wages have not grown
significantly, and government has been
too busy spending billions overseas and
on the rich to see to domestic priorities.
In fact, a recent Federal Elections
Committee report claims that election
cycle spending up to August has topped
$1 billion. TL wonders where exactly
our priorities are.

There were some questions
raised about the timing of the report’s
release. Usually, the poverty and medical
insurance statistics are released as two
separate reports in late September –
dangerously close to the 2 November
election. This time, the data were
amalgamated into one report
released on the eve of the
Republican convention – a
convenience place to sweep this
administration’s domestic record
under the rug.

Oh, and if you’re wondering
how Bill Clinton’s report on poverty for
the year 1995 stacked up – that year, while
the number of uninsured Americans grew
by 800,000, the number of impoverished
Americans went down by 1.6 million. Add
that to your election comparison trivia
sheet. (Sources: US Census Bureau,
abcNEWS)

What’s uglier than those new buildings on West Campus?

Try Zimbabwe’s democracy.

AS IF the American populace couldn’t figure that the prison abuse scandal
wasn’t just about some loose canons at the lower ranks of the US military
venting anger at Iraqi detainees. It’s very clear by now that the highest ranking
Department of Defense officials had known and had in
fact required some forms of physical and psychological
abuse for interrogation purposes in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Moreover, that thin line between ‘abuse’ and ‘torture’
had been crossed time and time again, leaving several
inmates dead. Mass media seem to have forgotten
to use the word ‘murder’ in their reporting of the
prison abuse scandal.

An independent panel of defense experts, led
by former defense secretary James Schlesinger found
at least that top ranking Pentagon officials share the
responsibility of not cracking down on what Schlesinger
called the ‘chaos [of the] extracurricular activities of
the night shift.’ An earlier report from 22 July, while not
as critical of the defense echelons, cited 94 cases of
abuse in 16 facilities across Iraq and Afghanistan – far
more than the number reported previously – stretching back to 2001. That report
looked into a total of 20 inmate deaths at the hands of US soldiers. An 11 May
report stated that ‘supervisory omission [was] rampant’.

It’s pretty clear that this wasn’t just an administrative slip-up on the part of
mid-ranking soldiers in the mid-east. The abuse scandal stretches across two

countries and dozens of internment camps for three years. And President Bush
and Attorney General John Ashcroft’s nonchalant attitude towards the Geneva

Convention do little for our confidence. Mr. Ashcroft seems to forget
that the Convention was designed equally
to protect our soldiers from abuse and
torture as it was to protect soldiers under
other flags.

Individual soldiers were certainly guilty of their
part in the crimes – many of whom were portrayed in
the infamous abuse photos thoroughly enjoying
themselves, to the further humiliation of their captors.
Courts martial have occurred, and charges handed out
to individual soldiers (whether or not those charges are
sever enough is another story). But how could
top soldiers and civilian Pentagon
officials not be aware of such abuses,
strung over three years and including

the deaths of 20 inmates? Why should we simply get off Rumsfeld’s
case and let him do his job, as Dick Cheney has suggested, without asking just
what the Defense Secretary did to stop the senseless violence? Rumsfeld’s apologies
won’t do – which is why prominent politicians including Al Gore have asked, rightly,
for his resignation.

Who’s Responsible?

Pick your Butcher of Baghdad.

Robert Mugabe - Now
the largest land owner in

Southern Africa!

IT TURNS OUT that while some of us were
sleeping on the beach, on our couches at
our parents’ places or at the desk of our
summer job,
Zimbabwe’s land
reforms minister
decided to throw
John Locke into
the pile of burning
books and
nationalize the
entire country.
Private land
ownership in the
Southern African
dictatorship was
abolished in early
June. All property
deeds will be replaced
by 99-year leases
from the state.

Z i m b a b w e
President Robert
Mugabe’s zany land reform has been
seizing land from the former ruling white
class in the country since 2000 – mostly
to hand out to his supporters to entrench
loyalty. After scamming several elections
under the sleepy, disinterested eye of
the world body politic, Comrade
Mugabe has confiscated 5000 white-
run farms and handed them over to a
largely landless black population.
Critics argue that the new
farmers are unable to maintain

such farms, especially in staple
crops, due to their being too
poor to buy seeds, equipment

and supplies. The
country’s two largest
cash crops – food and
tobacco – have fallen
sharply since Mugabe
began his reforms.

Humanitarian
groups are
concerned that the
state of Zimbabwe’s
agriculture – which is
projected to produce
half the food needed
for the country this
year – spells possible
disaster in the not so
far-off future. And
Mugabe’s stellar
performance on

economic matters and race-
relations are matched only by his
respect for the free press: It’s only
been a few months now since
Zimbabwe’s government destroyed
the last remnants of the country’s
independent media.

Great job, Mr. Mugabe.
Maybe you took the same course
on nation building as Donald
Rumsfeld?
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THE BACK BURNER
Is your television news
script printed on Oval
Office stationary? – A NEW

YORK  TIMES EXPOSÉ blasts the Bush
administration for allegedly hiring actors
to play journalists touting the new <insert
negative adjective here> Medicare bill,
passed last November. According to the
15 March article, the imposter journalists
performed for videos which were to be
broadcast at local television news
stations.

These are not simply government
advertisements aimed at informing
beneficiaries about the implications of the
new <insert another negative adjective
here> drug plan, which creates a $400-
$500 B medication coverage plan for
seniors, the largest change to Medicare
since its inception in 1965. The law –
passed by a very slim margin in both
the House and Senate – is in fact a ten-
year plan for the erosion and eventual
destruction of the Medicare program,
and an enhancement of private interests
in both the health care industry and
Congress. (Oh yeah, and it’s an election-
year spending boondoggle meant to shore-
up the home front in Karl Rove’s War

Against The Electorate.) The spots are
disguised in such a way as to
seem like legitimate news stories
from an independent news
agency, when really the videos
were produced by the
Department of Health and
Human Services for promotion
of the Bush electoral agenda. In
fact, two of the videos end off with a typical
news reporter voiceover: ‘In Washington,
I’m Karen Ryan, reporting.’

News anchors were in fact given
suggested scripts to introduce ‘reporter’
Karen Ryan and the packaged news
materials provided by Health and Human
Services. The complete package – scripts
and video – were used and broadcast in
several states including Louisiana and
Oklahoma, and a set of Spanish language

versions were also produced, all at the
expense of taxpayers.

Both Congress’ General Accounting
Office and the White House claim that the
ads are legal, citing the need for the
dissemination of information pertaining to
new legislation and its effect on viewers.

It is illegal for federal
money to be spent on

‘publicity and
propaganda’ not
authorized by Congress.
TL Staffers are no literary critics,
but we’re pretty sure that the
contents of Karen Ryan’s video
portfolio constitute propaganda. Ok,
we’ll be fair – Karen Ryan isn’t running
for President in November. But we
certainly know who she’s voting for.

This kind of media
manipulation and insult to the
journalistic process by the Bush
administration in order to further
its political aims should NEVER
be tolerated. In Ithaca, this is TL
Staff, reporting.

How Much Is That
Boondoggle In The Window?
or Where were YOU in May 1973???
With all the hoopla surrounding DUBYA’S QUESTIONABLE

NATIONAL GUARD RECORD during the 1970’s, its no
wonder that the Bush administration wants to keep
information tight. That’s why the government’s Chief
Actuary Richard S. Foster, apparently on threat of
dismissal, kept quiet a cost figure for the <insert the
worst adjective you can think of here> Medicare bill
that was tens, even hundreds of billions of dollars higher
than the $400 B which Congress understood when it
passed the <…> bill in November.

Foster indicated in testimony before Congress on
24 March that former administrator of the Medicare
program Thomas A. Scully told him not to disclose the
higher tally to either side of Congress or to respond to
price quote requests from the House Ways and Means
committee, with the orders coming directly from White
House Officials. Foster claims that Scully, the
architect of the <…> Medicare bill made it
clear that there would be severe consequences

WITH ETHNIC VIOLENCE REKINDLING
in Kosovo, the Middle East and elsewhere, it is a crushing
defeat of morale for those who care so dearly about human

rights to hear about Sudan, one of the last
strongholds of
slavery and the
latest victim of
mass slaughter
and starvation on
a continent that
has taken the
worst humanity
has to offer. Nearing
the 7 April ten-year
anniversary of the Rwandan
genocide that saw the deaths
of an average 8,000 people

a day for a hundred days, Sudan is yet another reluctant
opportunity for the North and West to aid the troubled
continent.

Described by the U.N.’s Sudan coordinator Mukesh
Kapila as today’s
worst humanitarian
disaster, the situation
in Southern Sudan has
been brought about by
the country’s Arab
leaders in the North,
who have commenced
a campaign of ethnic
cleansing against
Sudan’s rebellious
black Christian and
animist populations of
the South. Government
violence has created

6 0 0 , 0 0 0
internally

displaced peoples and driven
more than 100,000 into
neighboring Chad, which although

impoverished itself, has proved hospitable to the refugees.
No one is safe, however, as government militiamen regularly
invade and bomb Chad villages, spilling the mass-murder
over Sudan’s lengthy border. Some countless thousands
have been ruthlessly killed in recent violence, but
the civil war between North and South has been raging
twenty years.

Last month, part of Sudan’s troubled recent history
touched Cornell, when Francis Bok, an escaped Sudanese
slave who was sold into slavery at the age of seven, visited
on 15 March to speak out against today’s slave trade.

There at least 20 million
people under chains today,
according to AntiSlavery.org.

CRISIS: SUDAN

Sudanese slave children await freedom

for noncompliance – a weighty threat for a
position that is traditionally seen as apolitical.
Add yet another to the tally of current or former
government officials who have accused the Bush
administration of lies, deceit and blackmail.

With such obvious disregard for the ideal of
government transparency demonstrated by Scully and
Co. on an issue that could cost America trillions of dollars
in the future with little foreseeable benefit, doesn’t it make
you wonder about the truth behind other issues, such as
the Bush guard file? We’ll leave that for you and
history to judge. To be fair, maybe the kerfuffle
over Bush’s military record is a completely
understandable mixup. After all, George W.
Bush isn’t the only person to forget the
better half of the 1970’s. Just think of Ozzy
Osbourne.

“Hey Soldier! Do you remember if I was here
back in the 70’s?”

From Volume IV Issue IV,
2 April 2004

HAVE A BACK BURNER STORY
IDEA?

Write to asg29@cornell.edu and tell us about a news
story that YOU think should be in Turn Left!
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Top Ten Compassionate Conservative
Pranks Bush Will Pull Before November

Take a six-foot tall cardboard cut-out of the fuzziest, cutest, softest, cuddliest brown bear that you can find. Got it? Good. Now cut
a hole the size and shape of a man’s face in the bear’s head. Great. Now just stick George W. Bush’s face in that hole (make
sure it’s going in the right side...) and take a picture.

Voila. Compassionate Conservatism.

Here are TL’s Top Ten compassionate conservative pranks George W. Bush will pull before the 2004 election.

The face that will win the 2004 election.
AAAAAAAAAHHHHHH!!!!!

1. Extend full marriage rights – to Michael
Jackson. (Don’t worry, it won’t get past
Congress.)

2. A decree to give Guantanamo Bay
detainees 30 seconds more time outdoors
each week.

3. A law defining illegal immigrant workers
as at least 3/5 a person. Hey, better than
0/5.

4. Donald Rumsfeld to begin writing a
column for the New York Times. The Times’
new motto: ‘Expect the World - Within
Shooting Range’.

5. Ronald Reagan’s former co-star Bonzo
the Chimp nominated as the head of the
Environmental Protection Agency.

6. Model United Nations are to be once
again legal in the State of Texas.
Henceforth, France shall be allowed to
return to all model UN’s across America,
repealing of a 2002 law.

7. The stars of Queer Eye for the Straight
Guy to be given Medals of Honor for their
contributions to the War against Bad Style.

8. All regulated substance offenses prior
to 1998 are to be removed from all persons’
records, including that of the President.

9. A national moratorium on the death
penalty in cases involving Enron
executives.

10. TRILLION DOLLAR TAX CUTS FOR THE
RICH!!!

From Volume IV Issue III,
18 February 2004


