
By Catherine Lussenhop

Leave it to Sarah Palin to 
respond to a call for mod-

eration in political discourse with 
more inflammatory language. In the 
wake of the tragic Tucson shootings 
that killed six people and injured 
thirteen more (including Congress-
woman Gabrielle Giffords), Palin 
drew heat for the map on her website 
depicting crosshairs over the several 
contested Congressional districts, 
including Giffords’.  The map was 
controversial when it first went up; 
even Elizabeth Hasselback, resident 
conservative panelist on “The View,” 
called the map “despicable” and 
“dangerous.” Groups on Facebook 
called the map a “hit list.” The map 
remains on Sarah Palin’s Facebook 
page. Palin and her spokespeople 
maintain that the symbols were not 
crosshairs, but surveyors’ symbols.

 Her page also contains a note 
posted after the Arizona tragedy, of-
fering condolences to the victims’ 
families and calling for prayer, peace, 
and justice. The note is short and re-
spectful, and it has over 15,000 com-
ments. Most are flooded with senti-

ments such as “I am so proud to have 
you on our side!” and “I STAND 
WITH SARAH!” Not a surprise, of 
course, but as it turns out, without a 
little doctoring, the comments may 
have looked different. Palin has a rep-
utation for heavily cherry-picking the 
comments on her page, but bloggers 
over at the UK-based blog Obama 
London decided to take a closer look.

 Some comments were over 
the top; one at 5:19pm British Stan-
dard Time read, “YOU ARE RE-

SPONSIBLE, YOU EVIL WITCH.” 
The comment was removed by 
5:21pm. But even more levelheaded 
responses were removed. A 5:38pm 
comment reading, “I’m not blam-
ing her but is it really a smart thing 
posting a map with gun sights of 
politicians with opposing views?” 
was removed by 5:39pm. People 
started to catch on, and user Justin 
Korhonen even attempted to spam 
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Photographs of North Ko-
rea’s capital, Pyongyang, 

are often accompanied with descrip-
tive words like “eerie,” “quiet,” or 
even “Orwellian.” The city’s wide 
boulevards are devoid of heavy traf-
fic while giant buildings – offices, 
apartments, hotels – hum silently 
with sporadic electricity. Pyong-
yang, literally meaning “flat land,” 
is North Korea’s largest city and in 
now-infamous satellite photographs 
of a dark country next to a blazing 
South Korea the metropolis shows 
up as only a small white blip. To Bar-
bara Demick, author of Nothing to 
Envy: Ordinary Lives in North Ko-
rea, the city is “stuck in the 1960s.” 
 Beyond the city, away from 
the staged tours for foreigners, the 

North Korean countryside is a des-
titute, impoverished land, the result 
of a fiercely autocratic regime, bun-
gling bureaucratic system and strict 
adherence to an ideology that largely 
disintegrated over two decades ago. 
If Pyongyang remains in the 1960s 
as a living relic of the Cold War, the 
rest of North Korea is even worse, 
as a relic of the most appalling fol-
lies of humanity on the scale of Chi-
na’s Great Leap Forward, the Soviet 
Union’s collectivization recklessness 
and the Irish famine of the 1840s. 
Except while those Irish could leave 
to seek new lives in the New World, 
modern North Koreans have fewer 
options. They either struggle to sur-
vive, perish, or risk the hell of punish-
ment from a totalitarian autocracy to 
escape into a difficult existence as a 
refugee described in Demick’s book. 

For example, if a refugee makes it 
to South Korea, he or she must cope 
with how “North Koreans talk and eat 
like South Koreans did in the 1960s.” 

Escape would only be the case 
for a few thousand people per year. 
For the 28 million plus people in 
North Korea, life is harsh and hu-
man rights violations abound. For 
most Cornell students, East Hill may 
seem a long way from any oppressed 
nation, but one campus organiza-
tion, NK Focus, strives to educate 
the student body on the human rights 
violations in North Korea. Gina Rhee 
’11, president of NK Focus, outlined 

the main goals of the organization. 
In addition to education, Rhee said 
mobilizing the campus “on behalf 
of the suffering through tangible and 
creative methods” and fundraising 
“those who are serving on the front 
lines for this cause” are important 
aspects of NK Focus. Educating stu-
dents is a mainstay of Rhee’s group. 
At their bi-weekly meetings “we…
have time blocked off to cover the 
education portion of what is cur-
rently happening in North Korea. We 
have been able to gain some great 
discussion from these meetings.”

A Grim Future for North Korea, Cornell Stu-
dents Take Action and Spread Awareness

A Screenshot  of the Video Posted on Palin’s Facebook Page
Photo: npr.orgEven without knowing 

the history behind it, 
the term ‘blood libel’ 
feels wrong.

Continued on page 3

the comments, repeatedly posting, 
“You put crosshairs over that city. 
What did you think would happen?” 
His comments were removed as well.

 Most distressing, however, 
was a comment that Palin’s staff 
chose to leave untouched. At 6:12pm, 
a commenter wrote, “It’s ok. Christina 
Taylor Green was probably going to 
end up a left wing bleeding heart lib-
eral anyway. Hey, as ‘they’ say, what 
would you do if you had the chance 

to kill Hitler as a kid? Exactly.” The 
other comments had been deleted 
extremely quickly, but according to 
Obama London, the comment com-
mending the killing of a 9-year-old re-
mained for at least another half hour.

Continued on page 8

And what can we as 
students possibly do 
to help?
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Come January 1, discourse 
abounds about what the 

New Year may bring. Resolutions are 
made – “this will be the year that I 
(fill in your goal here)” – only to be 
abandoned, put off for the next year, 
or forgotten completely. Talk of new 
beginnings quickly fades, and 2010 
becomes indistinguishable from 
2009, 2009 from 2008, and so on. But 
this New Year will break that cycle. 
The changes it reigned in are more 
permanent, their consequences longer 
lasting, than those of New Years past. 

As developments on the nation-
al political scene have already sug-
gested, change and new beginnings 
will not necessarily be positive in 
2011. The newly sworn-in Republi-
can House of Representatives under 
the leadership of a new Speaker of the 
House – or, as some in the media have 
jokingly called him, the new Weeper 
of the House – will pose novel chal-
lenges to President Obama. The first 
piece of legislation up for a vote was 
H.R. 2, Repealing the Job-Killing 
Health Care Law Act. It passed the 
House, though it was a largely sym-
bolic move for the Republicans as it 
is extremely unlikely that the repeal 
of “Obamacare” will move past Harry 
Reid’s Senate – which still maintains 
Democratic majority, albeit barely 
– but its implications are very real. 

Consider some of the benefits 
of the health care act in New York 
alone: 2.7 million uninsured New 
Yorkers will gain access to quality 
health care, over a quarter million 
young people will be allowed to re-
main on their parents plans until they 
are 26 (yes, health care reform affects 
you and most of your peers at Cor-
nell), community health centers will 
open across the state to provide bet-
ter care for those who currently lack 
access to it, and more people in the 
low-income bracket will be eligible 
for Medicaid (in 2009, 26 percent of 
low-income New Yorkers were un-
able to fill a prescription, according 
to the Community Service Society).

With this data, it is hard to feel 
that limited government has done 
enough for the people of New York 
and the United States. A responsible 
government that supports, respects, 
and defends its citizens in all man-
ners is not tyrannical or overreaching 
its founding principles. Progressiv-
ism certainly appreciates the concept 

of limited government, but with the 
recognition that free markets are not 
moral forces and that they are them-
selves limited. It is sometimes neces-
sary for government to intervene – to 
practice “moral politics” – to provide 
for those that the free market has 
left behind. Of course, this is what 
“Obamacare” intends to do. That Re-
publicans were so eager to repeal the 
act, a move that, if it were successful, 
would have effectively stripped New 
Yorkers and tens of millions of other 
Americans of these and other new-
found benefits, speaks to the chal-
lenge that Obama will face in pushing 
his moral liberal agenda. And so the 
New Year marks the end of the Dem-
ocrats’ monopoly over national poli-
tics, and, unfortunately, a new obsta-
cle for the practice of moral politics.

New political challenges pro-
vide an opportunity to increase co-
operation between Democrats and 
Republicans. Though bipartisan-
ship is too infrequently practiced on 
Capital Hill, it will now be necessary 
for members of both parties to reach 
across the aisle to find a common 
ground with those they are used to 
calling opponents. If public officials 
in Washington fail to do this, the result 
will be a political stalemate in which 
important issues – on which Repub-
licans and Democrats almost always 
disagree – will be left unresolved. 
Whether or not the assassination at-
tempt on Representative Gabrielle 
Giffords M.A. ’96 was triggered by 
heated political rhetoric, the tragedy 
has opened a national debate about 
the potential dangers of the harsh 
political environment that consumes 
Washington. If Jared Lee Loughner 
is an apolitical, deranged individual – 
that is, if Washington’s poisonous at-
mosphere was not a contributing fac-
tor in his Tucson shooting spree – we 
should not conclude that our intense-
ly partisan political environment is 
harmless. At the very least, it distorts 
facts and detracts from the issues that 
matter. We fall prey to the rumors 
and misunderstandings on which the 
opponents of any given issue thrive; 
we become obsessed with quickly-
approaching “socialism” or Obama’s 
death panels. In the process, we lose 
sight of the tens of millions of Ameri-
cans who, in the world’s richest de-
mocracy, put off a medical problem 
or cannot afford a prescription, those 
whom Obama’s “socialist” health 

care plan helps the most. Extreme 
partisanship stifles progress, doing 
immeasurably more harm than good. 
It is toxic, but we are hopeful that law-
makers will see the changing compo-
sition of Congress as an opportunity 
to break this Washington tradition.

While we are anxious, if cau-
tiously optimistic, about develop-
ments on the national political stage, 
we’re more openly excited about new 
beginnings that 2011 has reeled in 
closer to home. The Cornell Progres-
sive is undergoing a phase of trans-
formation. We have reexamined our 
image and our position as a source 
of liberal news and opinion on Cor-
nell’s campus. While we intend to 
retain our liberal political position – 
it is, after all, integral to our identity 
– we also aim to focus more on is-
sues that matter to you, our readers. 
Last semester, we made an effort to 
report on more campus events. This 
semester, we’re stepping up our ef-
forts. As you pick up The Progressive 
throughout the semester, expect to 
see a more balanced blend of politi-
cal pieces and Cornell-related pieces.

The content of our articles, 
however, is not the only aspect of 
our paper that we are altering. We 
are excited to bring some interesting 
new features to you this semester. For 
the first time, we have a cartoonist on 
board our team. Additionally, as you 
might have noticed in the last issue 
of the fall semester, we will attempt 
to include a center spread, dedicated 
to something relevant at the time of 
publishing in each issue. Don’t have 
enough time to read a full article? 
More interested in some light brows-
ing? Then check out our first center 
spread of 2011: The Year in Review.

Finally, the new year brings 
new beginnings for each of us on a 
personal level, for the beginning of 
a new semester inevitably brings 
much change. We are all starting new 
classes. Some of us are going abroad, 
and others are returning home. Many 
of us are preparing or completing 
applications for grad school, an in-
ternship, or a summer job. But what-
ever it is that the New Year brings 
to you, The Progressive wishes 
you a happy and successful 2011.
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The 112th session of Con-
gress has begun.  We all 

know what that means: Run for 
cover, liberals!  Progressive legisla-
tion repeal season has just begun. 
 America has spoken and its 
verdict is to reverse everything that 
has been done by the Democrats – 
those crazy socialists.  In choosing 
this, the nation has decided to send to 
Congress a particularly fiery bunch 
of freshmen conservatives (a group 
of whom are still unconvinced that 
President Obama is an American citi-
zen), who are intent to repeal the “job-
killing health care bill,” and no doubt 
end, or at least declaw, our social safe-
ty nets and federal regulatory system.  
The 112th will act in the so-called 
name of America and its sacred doc-
ument, the constitution… and most 
likely increase the deficit by a few 
hundred billion dollars in the process.
     Topping the to-do list for the conser-

vatives of the 112th will be, of course, 
the full repeal of “Obamacare.” They 
know of course that this feat will be 
entirely impossible (as is usually the 
case with any piece of legislation), 
as the President will surely veto any 
bill coming from the House calling 
for repeal, while the Senate does not 
have conservative votes necessary to 
overturn the veto. The repeal measure 
is purely symbolic and is, as are most 

occurrences in Congress, a complete 
and utter waste of their time and 
ours. This time will be better spent 
repealing the bill piece by piece. 
 There is a problem with all of 
this behind the scenes, however, and 
it is only another reflection on exactly 
how far rightwing our great nation 
has become. “Obamacare” as it was 
passed is an enormous bill, intense-
ly complex and thousands of pages 
long. It is this way, however, be-
cause it is not exactly as progressive 
a bill as the Right want us to believe. 
 The Democrats’ health care 
reform bill, in reality, is only a re-
cycled Republican idea from the mid 
1990s – when moderate Republicans 
such as Mitt Romney and Bob Dole 
attempted to sell us the idea of the 
now much reviled “Individual Man-
date.” The idea is relatively straight-
forward. Under a health care system 
that is private, insurers make a profit 
by allowing us buy insurance, assum-
ing that we won’t always be sick (be-
cause, when we do get sick, they will 
inevitably be paying more to cover 
us than we pay them to be covered). 
In a market health insurance system, 
anyone who is likely to be sick more 
often is much more costly to insure. 

This includes seniors, children, and 
of course those with “Preexisting 
Conditions,” which, according to a 
recent article by the Washington Post, 
includes nearly half of all Americans.
 From the beginning, health 
care reform has been about helping 
those with preexisting conditions, 
who in a totally free system will 
likely not be able to afford cover-
age.  This is because there would be 
no way for an insurance company to 
make a profit on such a person, who 
is naturally bound to be sick more 
often than a person without such a 
condition.  They are simply not prof-
itable customers of health insurance. 
If the government mandates that pri-
vate insurers take on such costum-
ers, insurance companies have the 
odd choice of going bankrupt under 
a wave of red ink or raising premi-
um costs on everyone else (which, 
by the way, is exactly what has hap-
pened over the past few months).
 The “Individual Mandate” 
is the trick that makes it all work: a 
law that requires people to buy health 
insurance from a private insurance 
company. By increasing the number 
of customers by an enormous amount, 
private insurers are able to balance 

out the costs of taking on the danger-
ous investment of insuring those with 
preexisting conditions who are liable 
to immediately cost them money.  
In the 1990s, Republicans proposed 
such a plan in their opposition to a 
single-payer, federally-run, govern-
ment take over of health care (which 
at the time was a legitimate idea in 
the Democratic Party). As of now, 
this individual mandate has already 
been officially judged unconstitution-
al – though it never mattered because 
it wouldn’t have taken affect until 
2014, at a time when all of our insur-
ance premiums would have already 
doubled or tripled to pay for the in-
flux of Americans with “preexisting 
conditions,” whom insurance com-
panies were mandated to take short-
ly after the bill was passed in 2010. 
 So, at this point, the 112th 

session of congress intends to either 
repeal their own twenty year old 
health care plan or cut away the parts 
that Americans don’t like: the uncon-
stitutional individual mandate, which 
makes the plan sustainable in the first 
place.  In doing this, they will either 
bankrupt the American people or the 
insurance companies themselves, as 
I assume the Republicans will not 
start the debate by claiming that the 
free market can fix preexisting condi-
tions. As political commentator and 
comedian Bill Maher put it, “Thank 
god, the adults are back in town!”

“The Democrats’ health 
care reform bill, in 

reality, is only a recycled 
Republican idea from 
the mid 1990s – when 
moderate Republicans 
such as Mitt Romney 

and Bob Dole attempted 
to sell us the idea of 

the now much reviled 
‘Individual Mandate.’”

ON CONGRESS Ian Cohen

“The Adults Are Back in Town”

   The 112th Congress Convenes    
Photo: baynews9.com
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“The 112th will act 
in the so-called name 

of America and its 
sacred document, the 

constitution… and most 
likely increase the deficit 
by a few hundred billion 
dollars in the process.”

Controversy over the “Blood Libel”

Continued from page 1

Palin’s next move did lit-
tle to improve her image; 

she recorded a video message titled 
“America’s Enduring Strength” that 
only served to stir up more contro-
versy. In the video, Palin attacked 
those who criticized her and accused 
journalists who spoke out against 
her violent rhetoric as manufactur-
ing a “blood libel.” The term “blood 
libel,” as pointed out by the Anti-

Defamation League, has historically 
referred to claims that Jews and other 
religious minorities murder children 
and use their blood for religious ritu-
als and ceremonies. Abraham Fox-
man of the ADL said, “While the 
term “blood-libel” has become part 
of the English parlance to refer to 
someone being falsely accused, we 

wish that Palin had used another 
phrase, instead of one so fraught with 
pain in Jewish history.” What’s more, 
the Washington Times supported 
Palin by calling the attacks against 
her “the latest round of an ongoing 
pogrom against conservative think-
ers.” Unfortunately for them, pogrom 
has historically referred to Russian 
empire-era riots that targeted Jews. 
 Palin is in fact correct that the 
ultimate blame for the Tucson shoot-
ing lies with the shooter himself, but 
Jared Lee Loughner did not exist in 

a vacuum. His violent thoughts did 
not spring fully formed from no-
where. In a time where everyone is 
especially sensitive to violent lan-
guage, does escalation really help?

CP

Jared Lee Loughner 
did not exist in a 
vacuum.



Top 10 Things
Cornellians Talked about in 2010

Africana restructuring (more Reimagining Cornell)
At the end of the Fall 2010 semester, Day Hall announces reforms to the Africana Studies and Research Center, putting under the auspices of the 

College of Arts and Sciences, inciting virulent debate between the administration and the faculty and students.

Men’s Basketball Team Reaches the Sweet 
Sixteen
In a journey that began with winning the Ivy League title the third time in a row, the team caught the interest of the 

nation and rallied the Big Red.

Bob Saget makes a full house at

Day Hall Changes Alcohol-

Cornell has long been a Greek-friendly environ-

ment. With about one-third of the school in some 

type of Greek organization, this Ivy League 

institution has stood out as one of the most 

trusting when it came to partying and drinking. 

However, with the slew of student deaths and 

fraternity rule-breaking over the past couple 

years, the school finally decided to clamp down 

with a new recognition policy taking effect in 

2011. Starting now and for the next three years, 

you will see greater regulation of open parties, 

pledging, and rush week. Whether it will actually 

change the drinking culture at Cornell, or simply 

force illicit activities off-campus or underground, 

remains to be seen.

The campus was abuzz in April when comedian Bob Saget arrived with 

television crew complete with camera and soundmen in tow. The reason? 

To film an episode of A&E’s Bob Saget’s Strange Days, in which the 

washed-up middle-aged former host of America’s Funniest Home Videos 

experiences American subcultures “that I always had an interest in, 

but never experienced,” according to a column on the Huffington Post. 

Among other subcultures Saget experienced for the show are a summer 

camp with a group of young boys, searching for Bigfoot in the Pacific 

Northwest and professional wrestling in Southern California.

A self-described comedy-documentary (a “cocumentary”), Saget’s 

week-long stay at Cornell coincided with pledging the Seal and Serpent 

fraternity on Thurston Avenue, a small but historic brotherhood, unique 

to Cornell. Culminating in a well-lit toga party (of course!), Saget was 

inducted as an honorary member of the fraternity. The show aired later 

in 2010 on A&E. It included proof of our nerdiness but also provided 

excellent shots of the campus. Saget’s brief foray into the Cornell bubble 

was indeed “strange days” on our end too.

Hotel students suddenly scared to yawn
Tired, bored students suddenly felt threatened in late 2010 after Senior Lecturer Mark Talbert of the School of Hotel Administration erupted in a fiery outburst of fury after one student yawned a little 

loudly. Talbert’s outrage was caught on camera, accessed by Blackboard and spread across the Internet and even onto a variety of TV shows like The O’Reilly Factor. “Pinhead or Patriot?” the pundit 

asked. The answers showed that Talbert’s tantrum had its supporters and detractors. 

The two hundred or so students were in “Business Computing,” leading me to admire that it took until November for someone to yawn. Student outrage was swift and some daring undergraduates sched-

uled a “yawn-in” for one class. Administrators must have gotten word because the dean of the Hotel School met the potential yawners where he kindly lectured on respect. Later, Talbert apologized but 

that didn’t stop the video of his outburst from making national news, nearly 700,000 views on Youtube, a couple autotune remixes and a devastating blow to his RateMyProfessor.com ratings. The lesson 

for us students? Keep your yawns quiet unless there is a camera nearby. Then maybe you could be the inspiration for a “YAWN OUTSIDE” T-shirt. 

Seal and Serpent

Related Fraternity Rules

cornellsun.com

lastfanstanding2010.com
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Details of Affair between Married JGSM Employees are Shared 
Amongst Cornell Community

Ithaca is Fences?

Four Loko

Outbreak of forcible touchings
An alarming number of incidents of sexual harassment inspired 

the student body to reevaluate its attitudes towards community, 

respect, and violence against women.

Have you ever hit “Reply All” when you meant to just “Reply?” Or sent an email to a professor instead of 

your best friend? If so, it likely didn’t cause as much of a stir as “John” and “Lisa,” two Johnson School 

employees whose steamy affair was accidentally broadcast to the entire Johnson School of Management here 

at Cornell.  John and Lisa, both married (to other people), were using their time wisely at work by sending 

salacious emails back and forth to each other. After a long and increasingly explicit exchange, John some-

how accidentally got “$JSEvents” listserv into the “To:” field, making their affair public. The entire email 

conversation can be read on most any gossip blog (Gawker, IvyGate, etc.), but if you want a sneak peek, 

the conversation contains such gems as this, from John to Lisa: “GOOD LORD HAVE MERCY ON ME!!! 

And by this method, you bring me right to the edge of release, over and over and over again, yet each time 

I’m denied, and fiendishly tickled even more??? I don’t think I’ll survive!!! :)”  The Johnson School sent an 

apologetic email in the scandal’s aftermath, but subsequent events are unclear. One thing is sure, that Lisa and 

John probably forever check the “To:” field in their emails like hawks. As should we all. 

The dairy bar closes
Although the dairy bar at Stocking Hall may have closed, you can still get regional 

dairy products from Trillium Express and in the dining halls

blogs.cornell.edu/

farm1.static.flickr.com
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World Cup

Democrats take heavy losses in House but retain 
Senate; Welcome Speaker Boehner 
Republicans took back the House of Representatives in the November elections after a four-year stint in the minority. The Democrats retained their majority in the Senate, but with a narrow margin. While Democrats lost such progressive lawmak-

ers as Senator Russ Feingold of Wisconsin and Congressman Alan Grayson of Florida, progressives may take comfort in the devastation the conservative Blue Dog coalition received at the hands of voters. These Democrats were most likely to 

buck their party and side with obstructionist Republicans during the last Congress. Their so-called independence mattered little as the caucus shrank from 54 members to just 26 in the new Congress. 

Because of the loss of 63 seats, Americans must welcome Speaker John Boehner of Ohio as new House leader. The new Republican House already made itself look silly before taking office in 2011. Representative-elect Andy Harris of Maryland 

made headlines by complaining that his government health care does not kick in until January. Go figure!

Elena KaganThe newest member of the Supreme Court, who spent her Christ-

mas Day, “like all Jews, in a Chinese restaurant.”

9/11 First Responders Act
After nearly 10 years since the attacks 

of September 11, 2001, the heroic first 

responders will finally be able to receive 

compensation and health care for illness and 

injury incurred at ground zero.

Earthquake in Haiti, January 12, 2010

Healthcare signed into law
In a remarkable moment in American history, 

President Obama signed the Patient Protection 

and Affordable Care Act. As Vice President 

Biden said, it was a “big f***ing deal.”

 “Ground Zero Mosque” Controversy
In order to promote interfaith dialogue and peace amongst different religious groups, the leaders of the Islamic 

community, such as Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, wished to build a Muslim community center called the Cordoba House 

two blocks from the former World Trade Center site. The community center would be open to people of all faiths and 

contained such accommodations as a fitness center, swimming pool, and basketball court. Controversy arose in May 

2010 when conservative bloggers began calling the project the “Ground Zero Mosque” because of its inclusion of 

a Muslim prayer space and its close proximity to the former location of the Twin Towers.  As national controversy 

ensued, opponents of the Cordoba Initiative, such as Newt Gingrich, began to view it as a “victory memorial” to Islam 

while proponents of the project claimed that the project was supposed to invoke the feelings that were present in Cor-

doba, Spain during the 8th-11th century when people of different faiths lived peacefully together. After much protest, 

the project was renamed late in the summer to Park51 to refer to the street it is located on. 

On May 25, 2010, Manhattan Community Board 1 voted to support the project after contentious 

debate. The final legal obstacle to the project was removed on August 3, 2010 when NYC’s 

Landmark Preservation committee voted to deny an existing building at the proposed site of the 

Park51 project landmark status. This cleared the way for the construction of community center. The 

only remaining issue concerns the financing of the project.  The leaders of the Cordoba Initiative 

have repeatedly stated that they will refuse financing from anti-American groups, such as the 

government of Iran.  Central to this whole debate was whether the First Amendment protected 

the construction of the Cordoba House even if it many Americans opposed it. Mayor Michael R. 

Bloomberg of New York City championed the Cordoba Initiative and publicly defended the right of 

all people to worship how and where they choose.

North Korea Shells South Korea 
North Korea rears its head in the news every so often, usually for threats more than anything else. But on November 23, 2010, the secretive North fired scores of artillery shells at its neighbor to the south. The shells were fired at the South 

Korean island of Yeongpyeong, near a disputed maritime border. The island has a military base on it, and several soldiers were killed in the attack.  North Korea remains a reclusive country, insulated by its totalitarian regime. The media, the 

arts, and literature are under strict government control. Most North Koreans do not even have access to the Internet, instead using a nationwide Intranet system called Kwangmyong. The Google Earth map of North Korea has no labels or 

street names. Cities are almost entirely free of advertising. And the country has one of the worst human rights records in the world.  South Korean President Lee Myung-bak has taken a hard line response to the North in the past, but his main 

priority in reaction to the recent attack was to prevent things from getting out of hand.

ameyawdebrah.com

media.nj.com

cdn1.newsone.com
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Top 15 Things
The Progressive Team Talked about in 2010

Gulf Oil Spill 
This year’s college seniors were just babies when 

the Exxon Valdez oil tanker spilled hundreds 

of thousands of barrels of crude oil into Prince 

William Sound in 1989, but on April 20th, 2010, 

our generation got an oil spill to call our own. The 

Deepwater Horizon offshore oil drill suffered a 

blown wellhead, causing nearly 5,000,000 barrels 

of oil to gush into the Gulf of Mexico. The flow 

rate began at en estimated 62,000 barrels per day, 

and though it slowed, the explosion managed to kill 

13 people, injure 17 more, and now constitutes the 

largest accidental marine oil spill in history.    The 

well was capped in September, and the Deepwater 

Horizon rig no longer poses immediate danger to 

the Gulf. However, the environmental effects of the 

spill will be felt for years to come.

Don’t Ask Don’t Tell Repealed...Finally
When President Obama took office, one of his standing promises to the gay community was that he would work to repeal the military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy. The provision prevented gays and lesbians from serving openly in the 

military, and on December 22, 2010, President Obama signed the repeal into law saying, “I believe this is the right thing to do for our military. It’s the right thing to do, period.”

 The repeal came after the tireless work of activists like Lt. Dan Choi, who was discharged after coming out publicly on the Rachel Maddow Show in 2009. Lt. Choi was one of 59 gay Arab linguists discharged as of June 2009. Nine Farsi 

language specialists were also discharged as of that time despite shortages of linguists in both areas. Most notably in opposition was Senator John McCain, arguing that loss of unit morale was a concern if servicemen knew that their fellow 

brothers and sisters-in-arms were gay. Some politicians support reinstating the policy, notably former Minnesota governor and possible presidential hopeful Tim Pawlenty. However, with the mountain of support for its repeal, it is safe to say 

that DADT is gone for good. 

WikiLeaks Classified Information Dump Makes 
for Awkward Foreign Relations
In a story fit for a Hollywood script with Julian Assange as the protagonist, WikiLeaks has come into prominence as the world’s leading 

leaked-government-and-secret-information source. From exposing corruption in governments across the world, to the Cablegate scandal, 

this organization has changed the face of news as we know it. As Assange has vowed to expose all corporate skullduggery, no company 

or country is safe from his prying eye. With far-reaching consequences for diplomats and CEOs, it’s a surprise the organization has lasted this long. Some argue that allowing the world to see classified government 

documents threatens national and international security, but if a sex scandal cannot stop Mr. Assange, neither can weakened diplomacy. The story will unfold even more quickly with “mega-leaks” expected in 

early 2011. 

“Rent is Too Damn High” Party
The “Rent is Too Damn High “Party is a single-issue political party in New York that 

focuses on the issue that is evident from their name – high rent. The party feels that the low-

ering of rent will result in lowering hunger, poverty, and unemployment. However, they do 

not clarify how exactly the lowering of rent may be associated with certain outcomes, such 

as the decrease in unemployment.  Despite the serious issue associated with unaffordable 

rent, the actions of the party’s leader Jimmy McMillian have depicted the party in a comical 

light. His outbursts and mannerisms at the 2010 New York gubernatorial debate have led to 

videos mocking him going viral on YouTube. Furthermore, despite some objections, McMil-

lian insisted on keeping the word “Damn” on his party’s name because of its shock value.  

Instead, he decided to shorten “too” to “2” in order to meet the maximum letter requirement 

of the ballot.  This name change also did not help the credibility of the party. The party has 

performed poorly in all elections and only has 3 registered members. McMillian himself is 

a registered Democrat. The party was successful in the sense that its infamy has led to the 

media and public being more aware of the fact that rent may be in fact too damn high. 

American Military Adventures Abroad Abound
While the number of American troops in Iraq was scaled down, President Obama called for an escalation of the effort in Afghanistan. 2011 stretches the conflict in Afghanistan out to ten war-ridden years, certainly longer than our involvements 

in the World Wars combined. Meanwhile, the United States remains unpopular in Afghanistan and President Hamid Karzai’s administration continues to give wavering support. In 2009, the Obama administration escalated the number of troops in 

Afghanistan, but the war remains a quagmire with little success or end in sight.

Despite the August 31 withdrawal timetable deadline, there are still some fifty thousand American soldiers in Iraq, many of which are combat-ready. Regardless, the Iraqi government has called for Americans to leave in the very near future, demon-

strating that American presence is not only no longer necessary, but also no longer desired. Thankfully, levels of violence in the country have drastically decreased since earlier in the decade. Because of this and an adherence to Obama’s timetable, 

American troops are surely leaving Iraq. 

Rally to Restore Sanity

vigilantpress.com

photos.upi.com
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Americans across the coun-
try and the rest of the 

world were petrified as they heard 
the news that two hijacked commer-
cial airplanes crashed into the World 
Trade Center on what was supposed 
to be a typical Tuesday morning in 
New York City. As we witnessed 
one of the greatest American trag-
edies unfold, hundreds of fearless 
police officers, fire fighters, and even 
regular citizens rushed back into 
the burning skyscrapers to salvage 
as many trapped victims as could 
be spared. Unfortunately, many of 
these heroes did not make it out of 
the falling towers. While the entire 
nation grieved the tremendous loss 

of life on that fateful day, the effort 
to evacuate more survivors trapped 
under the concrete and steel rubble 
continued for weeks after the attacks.
 For months afterwards, 
40,000 to 90,000 fire fighters, police 
officers, and volunteers rescued lives 
and cleaned up the rubble at Ground 
Zero, a site that many scientists con-
sider to be “the greatest acute envi-
ronmental disaster in New York City 
history.” Dust, smoke, ash, and some 
asbestos were released into the air, 
clouds of toxic gas from fires burning 
at 1,000 degrees lingered over Ground 
Zero and the surrounding areas, and 
mountains of rubble held under the 
immense pressure created uniquely 

dangerous chemical combinations 
that put  workers in harm’s way of 
many known carcinogens and other 
health hazards. Despite the known 
health risks facing our 9/11 heroes, 
many Ground Zero workers ended up 
suffering and dying from debilitat-
ing respiratory problems and cancers 
years later. Every year since the ter-
rorist attacks in 2001, our Congress-
men venerated the surviving 9/11 
heroes who embodied the American 
virtues of patriotism and courage to 
serve their nation on that tragic day. 
 However, in December 2010, 
the Republican representatives in the 
House blocked the passage of a 7.4 
billion dollar effort to provide health-
care for those very 9/11 heroes that 
our Congressmen have honored for 
almost a decade after the attacks. If 
these sacrificing men and women are 
not worthy of the basic right to health-
care and essentially the “right to life” 
after fearlessly serving their devastat-

ed nation, then who is? Republican 
Senator Tom Coburn of Oklahoma, 
who coincidentally is a medical doc-
tor and part of the Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Com-
mittee, was instrumental in blocking 
the passage of the 9/11 health bill. He 
told CNN, “This bill hadn’t even been 
through the committee…to know if it 
is the best thing to do…This is a bill 
that has been drawn up and forced 
through Congress at the end of the 
year on a basis to solve a problem 
that we did not have time to solve.” 
Yet, CNN’s “Keeping Them Honest” 
found out that the HELP committee 
in fact did hold hearings regarding 
the bill. Senator Coburn failed to at-
tend due to “scheduling conflicts.”   
 

9/11 Health Bill Passes into Law– A 
Major Victory with a Long History

Roxana Amirahmadi ON RESPECTING OUR HEROES

Continued from page 1

These meetings would have 
had no shortage of discus-

sion material in the last year. North 
Korea made many headlines in 2010, 
most of them negative. In March, 
the South Korean warship Cheonon 
sunk, killing 46 seamen. A subse-
quent multinational investigation de-
termined that a Northern torpedo was 
responsible for the sinking, a claim 
North Korea has denied. In Novem-
ber, North Korean artillery shelled 
Yeonpyong Island, a small South 
Korean island near the maritime bor-
der with the North. Four people were 
killed, including two soldiers, and 
another twenty wounded. In addition, 
reports have circulated on North Ko-
rean dictator Kim Jong-Il’s declining 
health. His son, Kim Jung-un, was 
promoted to general in September, 
despite a lack of military experience, 
likely positioning him to be suc-
cessor to his allegedly ailing father. 
 These largely political and 
military issues overshadow anoth-
er lesser-known event that made 
smaller headlines in March. Accord-
ing to South Korean news sources, 
Pak Nam Gi, former finance direc-
tor of the ruling Worker’s Party 
and longtime aide to Kim Jong-Il, 
was executed by firing squad after 
overseeing a disastrous currency re-
valuation in late 2009. The policy 
knocked two zeros off the value of 
every won. If a family had saved 
100 won, they suddenly had 1, next 

to nothing. Denick notes in Nothing 
to Envy that “the North Korean re-
gime wanted to confiscate the cash 
that had been accumulated by people 
working in the [black] market,” lead-
ing to a “collapsed” economy. The 
result is less food than existed even 
in the 1990s. Before the currency de-
valuation, a 2008 study by the World 
Food Programme showed that two 
thirds of North Koreans supplement-
ed their meals with grass and weeds. 
The situation has only declined.
 “It’s ultimately impossible 
to not be aware of the political situa-
tion…if you know about the Human 
Rights violation issues because the 
political aspect is the reason for this 
injustice,” says Rhee. Nevertheless, 
NK Focus is apolitical with a focus on 
the common people of North Korea. 
 And what can we as 
students possibly do to help?
 “This has been a question 
that the organization has been faced 
[with] for a long time,” Rhee notes. 
She stresses educating fellow stu-
dents and colleagues “so the world 
does not live in ignorance; you may 
be quite surprised that not even one 
of ten people at Cornell knows about 
the Human Rights violations in North 
Korea.” With this sobering statistic 
in mind, Rhee leads NK Focus with 
a focus on doing “what we can in 
order for everyone to know about 
this issue.” She hopes that “once 
the facts are known,” Cornell stu-
dents “will be irked by the injustices 
and be motivated to take action.” 

 Last semester, NK Focus 
spearheaded some activities that 
raised awareness and educated stu-
dents on the current situation in North 
Korea. One was a hunger strike. Ac-
cording to Rhee, approximately 250 
students participated by buying badg-
es that said “Ask me why I’m fast-
ing: For the hungry in North Korea.” 
The badge cost as much as a campus 
meal and proceeds went to FirstStep-
sCanada, which provides soy prod-
ucts to North Korean orphanages. 
In essence, NK Focus was “able to 
raise awareness on campus by let-
ting [students] know that by fasting 
a meal for a day, [they] could provide 
a meal for a North Korean child for 
a month.”  Another activity was a 
photo campaign in which members 
of NK Focus photographed interest-
ed students holding facts about hu-
man rights violations in North Korea 
and then posting these photos on the 
Arts Quad. NK Focus also co-hosted 
the movie “Hiding” with LiNK (Lib-
erty in North Korea), which included 
a fruitful discussion after the film. 
 Prospects remain dim for the 
future. In addition to the failed cur-
rency revaluation, the dictatorship’s 
belligerent attitude toward South 
Korea and the United States – which 
supplied some aid – means “people 
who are losing out from aid are the 
poor,” according to Rhee. Some opti-
mists may point to eventual reunifica-
tion with South Korea as some sort of 
reprieve for North Koreans but that 
day may be far in the future. Many 

experts predicted the inevitable col-
lapse of the regime in the early 1990s 
after the Soviet Union disintegrated 
and after the death of Kim Il-Sung in 
1994 but the regime has continued 
to limp into the twenty-first century. 
Even if reunification did occur, ac-
cording to a Korean Studies Institute 
report at the University of Southern 
California from December 2010, it 
would “create tremendous pressure” 
from South Korea to provide imme-
diate and long-term assistance in or-
der to “show kindness, acquire politi-
cal loyalty, and to prevent migration” 
as well as more tangible benefits like 
food, clean water, energy and health 
care. Sadly, says Rhee “Many…
families are separated and are like-
ly to never see each other again, 
even though it has been 60 years 
since they have been separated.” 

 As students, the first step we 
can take is to educate ourselves. If as 
little as one in ten Cornellians is aware 
of human rights violations in North 
Korea, the next logical step would 
be to increase this statistic. I encour-
age readers to check out NK Focus’ 
blog (cornellnkfocus.blogspot.com) 
and, if you have enough time, to 
read Barbara Demick’s Nothing to 
Envy: Ordinary Lives in North Ko-
rea. Only after education and aware-
ness may we realize there is more 
to North Korea than satellite photos 
and an empty, Orwellian capital. 

CP

Cornell Students Spread Awareness on 
North Korea

Continued on page 9

“Irrational fear of what a few radical far-right 
Americans deem to be “wasteful spending” or 

“socialistic” cannot impede us from giving back to 
our 9/11 heroes”



By rohan siddhanti

213.251.145.96. Recognize 
that phrase of numbers? It’s 

the web address for one of the most 
influential websites in the world, 
one that certainly came to promi-
nence in 2010: WikiLeaks. With a 
background and developing story 
like something out of a movie, this 
wonderboy website is the pioneer for 
transparency in government. It re-
mains what its lasting effects will be. 
 First, let us understand some 
history on WikiLeaks. Although 

there was initially much confusion on 
whether or not it was related to Wiki-
pedia, the name is derived from the 
fact that the company used to be wiki-
based, a user of the company Wikia’s 
onlineware. This allows multiple us-
ers to access the website’s information 
and manipulate it in a secure manner. 
 Their website describes their 
primary interest is “in exposing op-
pressive regimes in Asia, the former 
Soviet bloc, Sub-Saharan Africa and 
the Middle East, but we also expect 
to be of assistance to people of all 
regions who wish to reveal unethical 

behaviour in their governments and 
corporations”. Since the website’s in-
ception in 2006, it has done just that.
 WikiLeaks’ past four years 
could easily be made into a movie, 
with dramatic plot twists and char-
acter development. Besides Julian 
Assange, the main spokesperson 
for the organization, little is known 
about the other contributors. It’s 
funding comes from a variety of 

mostly unknown sources, some of 
which are grant foundations and 
companies like the Associated Press. 
That’s just the tip of the iceberg.
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   9/11 heroes asking to be remembered   
 Photo: http://www.imperfectwomen.com

WikiLeaks, the Future of News?

Continued on page 11

Continued from page 8

The Republican blockade of 
the 9/11 health bill quick-

ly became tremendously unpopular 
even amongst other Republicans and 
conservative news agencies like Fox 
News. Former New York City mayor 
Rudolph Guilliani expressed disap-
pointment in his fellow Republicans 
in their attempt to stall the passage of 
the bill: “This should not be seen as 
a Democratic or Republican issue. It 
shouldn’t even be seen as a fiscal is-
sue. It’s a matter of morality, of obliga-
tion.” Former Republican congress-
man Joe Scarborough also recognized 
that blocking this bill would hurt the 
image of the Republican party, call-
ing their actions “a terrible mistake.”
 In a passionate speech re-
sponding to Coburn and other Re-
publicans’ desire to extend debate 
over the logistics of the bill, Demo-
cratic Representative from New 
York Anthony Wiener recognized 
the party-politics that were behind 
the stalling of the bill: “We see it in 
United States Senate every single 
day when members say we want 
amendments, we want debate, but 
we are still a no. And then we stand 
up and say if only we had a differ-
ent process we’d vote yes. You vote 
yes if you believe yes…it’s Repub-
licans wrapping their arms around 
Republicans, rather than doing the 
right thing on behalf of the heroes… 
I will not stand here and listen to my 
colleagues say ‘oh if only we had a 
different procedure that allows us to 
stall, stall, stall, and then vote no.’”
 However, politicians were 
not the only ones who expressed 
their disappointment in the partisan 
attitudes of the Republican congress-
men. Jon Stewart devoted his entire 
December 16 episode to drawing 
attention to the “outrageous abdica-
tion of our responsibility to those 
who were most heroic on 9/11.” Jon 
Stewart’s huge fan-base, especially 
college students and many young 
liberal adults, allowed him to effec-

tively draw attention to the Republi-
can resistance to pass the 9/11 health 
bill on Capitol Hill and rally a great 
deal of public support for the bill 
on behalf of the 9/11 heroes. Kenny 
Specht, the founder of the New York 
City Firefighter Brotherhood Foun-
dation and one of Mr. Stewart’s in-
terviewees on his Dec. 16 show, told 
the New York Times that he will “for-
ever be indebted to Jon because of 
what he did.” New York mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg recognized Stew-
art’s tremendous influence on public 
opinion regarding the Republican 
rejection of the health bill. He told 
the New York Times, “success al-
ways has a thousand fathers, but Jon 
shining such a big, bright spotlight 
on Washington’s potentially tragic 
failure to put aside differences and 
get this done for America was, with-
out a doubt, one of the biggest fac-
tors that led to the final agreement.” 
 In late December 2010, Dem-
ocratic New York senators Kirsten 
Gillibrand and Charles Schumer com-
promised with conservative Republi-
can senators on the health bill, allo-
cating 4.3 billion dollars of coverage 
over 5 years as opposed to the original 

agreement of 7.4 billion dollars over 
8 years, among other amendments. 
Gillibrand and Schumer released a 
statement calling the deal a “Christ-
mas Miracle.” The statement contin-
ued, “Over the last 24 hours, our Re-
publican colleagues have negotiated 
in good faith to forge a workable final 
package that will protect the health 
of the men and women who selfless-
ly answered our nation’s call in her 
hour of greatest need. This has been 
a long process, but we are now on the 
cusp of the victory these heroes de-
serve.” Senator Coburn also released 
a statement expressing his satisfac-
tion with the amendments to the bill, 
but was still apprehensive about the 
possible ramification that the bill 
would have on the American econ-
omy. “Every American recognizes 
the heroism of the 9/11 first respond-
ers, but it is not compassionate to 
help one group while robbing future 
generations of opportunity,” he said.
 Failing to pass this bill would 
tell the rest of the world that we hold 
our values of supposedly “safeguard-
ing capitalism” over making small 
economic sacrifices and doing what 
is morally right for our national he-

roes. Are we a nation that prefers 
to extend Bush-era tax cuts to the 

wealthiest in historically failed at-
tempts to “trickle-down” wealth over 
granting health coverage to our na-
tional heroes who compromised their 
health to serve us? Many communi-
ties in our nation are trying to gradu-
ally limit the need for abortions in 
American society, and many Ameri-
cans are doing so to protect the rights 
of unborn children, but why is it that 
our Republican Congressmen had no 
qualms denying the “right to life” of 
countless 9/11 first responders who 
to this day are suffering and dying 
from ground-zero related illnesses? 
Blocking this health bill was not an 
accurate representation of American 
values. Irrational fear of what a few 
radical far-right Americans deem to 
be “wasteful spending” or “social-
istic” cannot impede us from giving 
back to our 9/11 heroes, whose valiant 
and patriotic spirits we will forever 
admire and proudly call American.

“The Republican 
blockade of the 9/11 
health bill quickly 

became tremendously 
unpopular even 
amongst other 

Republicans and 
conservative news 
agencies like Fox 

News”

Victory for 9/11 Heroes as Health Bill 
Passes into Law

277 US embassies around the world were 
involved in the leak.



By aLisa hand

On Saturday, January 8th, 
U.S. Representative Ga-

brielle Giffords was shot in the head 
at a public meeting for constituents 
held in Tucson, Arizona. Six others 
were killed, including U.S. District 
Court Judge John Roll and 9-year-old 
Christina Taylor Green, and thirteen 
were wounded. Giffords, the target of 
the attack, remains in critical condi-
tion at the time of this writing after 
being operated on by a team of neu-
rosurgeons at the University Medical 
Center in Tucson. Doctors are opti-
mistic about her chances of survival. 

The gunman, 22-year-old Jared 
Lee Loughner, was taken into cus-
tody as federal officials begin their 
investigation. So far, the gunman has 
refused to cooperate with the authori-
ties and invoked his Fifth Amend-
ment rights to remain silent. In recent 
months, Loughner had posted threat-
ening videos online, including one 
showing a gun and rambling about 
topics such as the gold standard and 
mind control.  In October, he had 
been suspended from Pima Com-
munity College and then withdrew 
after five occurrences of violations 
that involved the campus police. 

 After the shootings, immediate 
questions were raised about potential 
political motives and the bitter par-
tisan tone in Giffords’ district. The 
debate begun asks whether the sharp 
divide between Democrats and Re-
publicans and the increasingly com-
mon anti-government rhetoric were 
to blame for the violent incident. 
Giffords was a moderate Democrat 
who barely won a contentious race 
for re-election due to clashes over 
Arizona’s immigration policy and 
economic problems. She faced great 
opposition from the right and contro-
versially was posted on a map by Sar-
ah Palin with bulls-eyes on 20 Dem-
ocrat-held congressional districts that 
Palin believed could be taken by Re-
publicans in the November elections. 
The cross hairs that marked each dis-

trict resembled guns and the ad an-
nounced, “It’s time to take a stand.” 

Giffords’ opponent in the race, 
Jesse Kelly, also now faces criti-
cism for a campaign event that had 
a caption stating, “Get on Target for 
Victory in November Help remove 
Gabrielle Giffords from office Shoot 
a fully automatic M16 with Jesse 
Kelly [sic].” Democrats immediately 
condemned this violent campaign 
rhetoric and Giffords herself said on 
MSNBC, “We’re on Sarah Palin’s 
targeted list. But the thing is that the 
way she has it depicted has the cross 
hairs of a gun-sight over our district. 
And when people do that, they’ve 
got to realize there’s consequences 
to that action.” The ugly political 
battles in the November elections 
and violent campaign rhetoric used 
by the Republicans are now being 
held up as causes for the attempted 
assassination of Giffords, and the 
right has come under fire. However, 
many Republican politicians and 
prominent conservatives have reject-
ed the accusations that their aggres-
sive rhetoric and partisan battles on 
issues such as health care and immi-
gration resulted in the tragedy. Sarah 
Palin herself posted a video on her 
Facebook page after the shootings 
declaring that the left was simply try-
ing to assign blame to someone and 
that modern political debate was no 
less heated than it was in the past. 

Palin, in that video, also started 
a new round of controversy by criti-
cizing journalists for inciting hatred 
when she used the phrase “blood 
libel.” This phrase has historically 
had anti-Semitic undertones and it is 
unclear whether Palin realized this 
when she released her remarks. Her 
comments, intentionally insulting or 
not, have just served as confirmation 
that the hateful political rhetoric in 
the United States can lead to more 
violence. Paul Krugman of the New 
York Times writes, “You know that 
Republicans will yell about the evils 
of partisanship whenever anyone 
tries to make a connection between 
the rhetoric of Beck, Limbaugh, etc. 
and the violence I fear we’re going 
to see in the months and years ahead. 
But violent acts are what happens 
when you create a climate of hate.”

Although it could have sim-
ply been the actions of a mentally 
disturbed young man, the shootings 
should become a catalyst towards a 
national discussion on partisanship 
and heated political rhetoric. So far, 
officials on both the right and the left 
have condemned the shooting and of-

fered prayers and sympathy for Gif-
fords and the other victims. Speaker 
of the House John Boehner exhorted 
his fellow politicians to show Con-
gress at its best; in a gesture of good-
will, the scheduled vote to attempt to 
repeal the health care law passed last 
session was postponed. These new 
efforts at partisanship will be diffi-
cult to maintain however, especially 
in a place such as Arizona. Arizona’s 
economy has been ravaged by the 
mortgage crisis and foreclosures, it is 
the site of a controversial crackdown 
on illegal immigrants, and it has some 
of the most lax gun control laws in 
the country. Lately, it has been called 
the “capital” of anti-government 
rhetoric across the country. These ex-
pressions of paranoia and distrust of 
the government serve to inflame the 
public and can impact people who are 
mentally unstable to begin with. The 
media outlets, especially cable TV, 
blogs, and talk radio, have further po-
larized the political scene by arguing 

over who was to blame for the shoot-
ings when now, more than ever, they 
should be focused on unifying those 
of different political persuasions.  

Giffords actually has close ties 
to Cornell, as she earned her master’s 
degree in regional planning here in 
1997 and serves on the President’s 
Council of Cornell Women. She has 
been a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives since 2006 and, ac-
cording to Susan Christopherson, the 
J. Thomas Clark Professor of City 
and Regional Planning, she “has 
been a model for bringing rational 
analysis to the policymaking process 
while recognizing political realities 
and the need for citizen education on 
critical issues.” One can only hope 
that this tragedy can lead to national 
unity over partisan politics and a ra-
tional discourse on how to improve 
the government. In a survey conduct-
ed by the Allegheny College Center, 
nearly 66% of Americans call the 
negative tone of politics bad for de-
mocracy. The hateful political rheto-
ric and violent campaigning must 
give way to compromise, or this trag-
edy may occur again someday soon. 
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The Gabrielle Giffords Shooting: 
Is Partisan Politics To Blame?

“Lately, Arizona has 
been called the ‘capital’ 

of anti-government 
rhetoric across the 

country.”

Rep. Gabrielle Giffords remains in critical condition after the January 8th 
shooting that shocked the nation.   Photo: wonkette.com 
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“The shootings should become a catalyst towards a national discussion on 
partisanship and heated political rhetoric.”
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  The leader of the movement, Julian Assange   
Photo : finestdaily.com
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The Impact of WikiLeaks

“How long can one 
man stand up to the 
many international 

and corporate forces 
conspiring against 

him?”

The servers for the website 
are across the world in se-

cret locations, and at one point were 
mainly housed in a nuclear bunker in 
Stockholm, Sweden. The digital drop-
box where people can anonymously 
contribute information is “fortified 
by cutting-edge cryptographic in-

formation technologies”. Julian As-
sange has multiple identities, and has 
instructed his confidant to release his 
“poison pill” upon his untimely death. 
This pill is a mixture of documents 
that would supposedly expose mul-
tiple governments and corporations. 

WikiLeaks advanced the news 
and media world more than any 
other organization in 2010. About 
78,000 documents related to the war 
in Afghanistan have been released, 
and 15,000 have yet to be released. 
The Pentagon called the release of 
400,000 documents related to the 
Iraq War the “largest leak of clas-

sified documents in its history.” 
Possibly the most publicized 

leak of documents was the release 
US State Department cables at the 
end of November 2010. Cables 
are off the record, never intended 
to be seen documents that govern-
ments send each other. They are 
supposed to be blunt, directly hon-
est, and openly discuss private is-
sues. 277 US embassies around the 
world were involved in the leak. 

WikiLeaks has amassed sup-
porters across the world that in-
cludes citizens, politicians, compa-
nies, and governments. Governments 
such as Brazil and Ecuador, and 
top-level members of the United 
Nations hail the website as an en-
tity that pulls “the light out of 
the dark corners of information”. 

This organization has an unprec-
edented ability to acquire information 
and display it in a secure manner. In 
the last ten years, with a slew of polit-
ical and corporate scandals in the US 
and abroad, some would argue that 
WikiLeaks is an essential force for 
good, a bastion for truth in a murky 
expanse of corruption and greed.

While the arguments in favor of 
Wikileaks are obvious, and protect-
ed by first amendment rights of free 
speech, why be against WikiLeaks? 
After all, as Ron Paul said “In a so-
ciety where truth becomes treason, 
we’re in big trouble”. However, 
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when does WikiLeaks cross the line?
Some would argue that there are 

things better left untouched. For ex-
ample, let us examine a hypothetical 
hostage situation: 100 high-profile 
American citizens are captured. In or-
der for them to be freed, the US gov-
ernment must supply weapons to an 
organization with terrorist ties. Is this 
something you would want to know 
about? When it comes to nuclear arms 
deals negotiated by the US between 
foreign powers, would you want to 
know Iran’s true nuclear capability?

Speaking solely of the American 
public, we have not shown ourselves 
to be resilient in the face of mass hys-
teria. We generally allow our media 
outlets to control the mood of the 
country, and as such panic would be 
induced should sensitive information 
regarding the financial solvency of 
the country, true military operations, 
or shady deals we had to pursue.

Exposing corruption, cover-
ups, torture, and censorship will al-
ways be a necessary push by the or-
ganization. Even if WikiLeaks gets 
shut down today, they have already 
most likely “released more classi-
fied documents than the rest of the 
world press combined”. Their ef-
forts are to be commended, and 
they stand tall against legal, finan-
cial, and life-threatening adversity. 

And yet, what is in store? As-
sange says that in early 2011 there 
will be a mega-leak, which will 
“take down a bank or two.” Bank 
of America’s stock fell by 3% af-
ter the announcement. It is excel-
lent that he wishes to expose the 
“ecosystem of corruption”, but at 
what cost? Banks have already been 
bailed out, and our government can’t 
foot another bill should they go un-
der. It could mean the loss of mil-
lions of American’s life savings. 

It is unclear what direction 
WikiLeaks will pursue. Sadly, I pre-
dict that WikiLeaks will only ex-
ist for another year or two. How 
much longer can one man stand up 
to the numerous international and 
corporate forces conspiring against 
him? He’s already been jailed for 
what many believe to be clearly 
trumped-up rape charges. It remains 
to be seen what will happen next. 



Tea Party rebutter Michele Bachmann is 
under fire for saying the Founding Fathers 
eliminated slavery. Sarah Palin is very 
upset. Another female Republican trying 
to steal the dumbass vote. 

–Jay Leno

John McCain and John Kerry naturally 
paired off as their other colleagues 
grew tired of their yearly tradition of 
reciting their own state of the union 
address under their breath.  

–Jon Stewart 

The Republican response to the 
speech was fairly gracious. They 
said it was a pretty good speech 
for a foreigner.
 

–Jimmy Kimmel

Obama wants to freeze government 
spending for the next five years and 
then in year six have a huge party and 
blow all of it.

–Jimmy Kimmel

A court has ruled that Rahm Emanuel is not 
legally allowed to run for mayor of Chicago, 
which in Chicago I believe means he won.
 

–Stephen Colbert

MSNBC has abruptly ended their 
relationship with Keith Olbermann, and 
according to his contract he’s not allowed 
back on television for at least six months. Or 
as industry experts call it, The Conan.  

–Conan O’Brien

Tomorrow is the State of the 
Union Address, and Republicans 
and Democrats will sit together 
intermingled, if for no other 
reason than the raw sexual 
tension.  

 –Conan O’Brien

Every Republican in Congress voted to repeal the health 
care legislation. They admitted it was symbolic, but it does 
enable Republicans to brag in campaign ads next year 
that they voted to let poor people die.

–Bill Maher 

Dick Cheney says he may need a heart 
transplant. The doctors discovered the problem 
during Cheney’s annual autopsy.

–David Letterman 
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