
By Josh Uhr
 As a government major and 
one of the managing editors of this 
politically-oriented paper, maybe I 
should be embarrassed to say that I 
do not know much about the state of 
politics in the U.S. right now. Un-
til a friend told me today, I didn’t 
even know who was running for 
governor in my own state of Penn-
sylvania. But I’m not embarrassed. 
I have a good excuse: I spent much 
of the summer in Africa, far re-
moved from news coverage on the 
divisive and senseless partisanship 
that always threatens any political 
progress in America (I did learn, 
interestingly enough, that politics is 
often nasty in Kenya, too). I spent 
the rest of the summer catching up 
on old House episodes.
 So, when the editors-in-
chief asked for article topics for this 
issue of The Progressive, the first of 
the semester, I opted for one apo-
litical. As thousands of recent high 
school graduates flock to Ithaca to 
begin their college experience, I 
figured that reflecting on my own 

experience so far – mixed with the 
lessons I’ve learned from it – could 
be just as useful.
 My story starts on a miser-
able night in the fall of 2008. I was 
almost shaking I was so nervous. 
My first general chemistry prelim 
was only several hours away, and 
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orbitals consumed any non-relevant 
thoughts I had. Still, I didn’t fully 
understand orbitals. I never studied 
chemistry in high school, which 
put me at a disadvantage relative to 
many of my classmates. To make 
matters worse, I knew I was utterly 
average at Cornell (sure, I gradu-

ated near the top of my high school 
class, but everyone here did, and 
my high school was no Phillips An-
dover).
 I doubted my own ability. 
But I also (thought I) knew how the 
system worked. I had heard about 
prelims. From my understanding, 
they were 1.5 hours of hell, nothing 
more than an opportunity for bril-
liant Ivy League professors to tor-
ture unworthy students. Moreover, 
prelims were not high school tests. 
With so few grades in each course, 
the weight of one prelim for the final 
course grade was significant.  Bomb 
one prelim and you can kiss your 
dreams of medical school goodbye. 
And, in this course, a “weed-out” 
course intended to dramatically cut 
the number of students considering 
medicine, prelims would certainly 
be exceedingly difficult.
 The odds were stacked 
against me, I felt. I was doomed to 
fail. 
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By Zachary Newkirk

 
 Welcome to Cornell Univer-
sity! It will be the best of times, the 
worst of times. It will be your age 
of wisdom and your age of foolish-
ness. This is college, your time to 
learn and grow and make mistakes 
like the rest of us.
 If you are a senior and read-
ing this, your time here is coming to 
a rapid end and you may be think-
ing about your post-graduate oppor-
tunities. If you are a junior, you are 
at the height of your college career, 
complete with official majors and a 
road map to graduation. If you are 
a sophomore you finally have your 
groove and you’re probably excited 
to expand your horizons beyond the 
few acres of North Campus.
 And if you are freshman, 
the whole world of Cornell is there 
for the taking. This will be an excit-
ing time for you; believe me, I was 
there just yesterday it seems. Your 
classes and clubs are all spread out 
in front of you in handy guides or 
in club fests, and all you have to do 
is pick one or a dozen and suddenly 
you’re an active student. Yes, it’s 

that easy to get involved!
 If you are reading this pub-
lication, you may realize that this 
is a political paper and we tend to 
lean in a certain way. If politics is 
your lifeblood or even if you are 
mildly interested in debate and cur-
rent events, you won’t need to look 
very far to be politically involved 
on campus, even if you eventually 
toss this paper away in revulsion.
 On campus we often strive 
toward “fostering dialogue,” “ex-
changing ideas,” and creating an 
“interchange of opinions.” These 
are all very admirable and desir-
able goals, but my experience as a 
politically literate person has found 
that our campus usually falls short 
of these aims. Most intellectual dia-
logue takes place in required sec-
tions of large lectures, students are 
more likely to exchange ideas on 
frat party options than financial cri-
sis remedies, and the interchange of 
opinions is limited to a small per-
centage of students in the organiza-
tions I list below.
 The only opinion I will 
stress in a rare non-partistan article 
is to get involved. It doesn’t even 

have to be in politics. Just don’t end 
up that vapid, vacuous individual 
whose sole identity as a college stu-
dent is that guy who has mad drink-
ing skills or that girl whose topics 
of conversation range from Glee 
to Desperate Housewives to how 
much the end of Lost sucked. Get 
involved, learn a bit from some-
one with a different worldview and 
grow as a person. That last part is 
going to happen anyway in college. 
You might as well do it with some 
passion and intellect.
 If I remember one thing 
from my freshman year academ-
ics, it is certainly Professor Kirsh-
ner of the Government Department 
emphasizing “politics matters!” On 
campus, off-campus, in space and 
beneath the Gulf seafloor, politics 
makes the world tick.  Cornell has 
a variety of student organizations 
that are politically motivated, from 
more specific issue advocacy clubs 
like Students Against Sweatshops, 
to the more traditional party-affili-
ated groups, several of which I’ve 
listed below. Depending on your 
political persuasion, you may very 
well end up choosing to join one of 

these groups and truly help to “fos-
ter dialogue” and “exchange ideas” 
on campus.

Cornell Libertarians
 Furthering the cause of lib-
erty and emphasizing the rights of 
the individual, the Cornell Libertar-
ians are a small but dedicated core 
of active students. In the past, the 
Libertarians have chalked for their 
endorsed candidates, most notably 
Rep. Ron Paul (R-TX), who ran for 
president in 2008 on a libertarian 
platform, while also tabling on var-
ious issues. According to Michael 
Cretz `11, president of the Cor-
nell Libertarians, the group plans 
this year to host more speakers, 
including a representative of Law 
Enforcement Against Prohibition, 
an organization of law enforce-
ment officials seeking an end to the 
War on Drugs. They also hope to 
bring scholar The Mises Institute’s 
Thomas Woods, an expert on the fi-
nancial crisis. 
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 Late August already? 
The calendar doesn’t lie. Just like 
that, another summer has already 
come and gone. At the end of the 
season of hot days, cold drinks, 
road trips and internships, the only 
thing left on the summer agen-
da for students is the first day of 
class. For some of us, early autumn 
brings the start of a school year 
rather like the last. The same class-
rooms, instructors, and peers greet 
us when we return, excited about 
seeing our friends and less so about 
the hard work to come. Many other 
students, however, are entering un-
familiar academic and social terri-
tory. This fall, like all others, recent 
elementary graduates are finding 
themselves face to face with mid-
dle school and all it has to offer; 
new ninth graders are being labeled 
“freshmen” for the first time; and 
perhaps most significantly, a new 
class of students is arriving on col-
lege campuses across the nation.
 It is you, Class of 2014, 
who most strongly experience that 
amalgamation of eagerness and ner-
vousness that accompanies the first 
few steps of all new beginnings. 
This is an exciting time, freshmen. 
You’ll be thrown into new situa-
tions, presented with unknown ob-
stacles, and forced to listen to far 
too many people who profess to be 
older and wiser tell you what col-
lege is going to be like. All kidding 
aside, it’s easy to lose track of time 
passing with all the new experi-
ences you’ll be having, so make 
sure to soak it up, because you’ll be 
nostalgic for this time all too soon.
 For those of us who are 
politically minded, the beginning 
of school this year also means 
that we are one step closer to the 
midterm elections, which like all 
political contests represent a new 
beginning of their own: a fresh 
chance for those who run the best 
campaigns to apply their unique 
perspectives toward the manage-
ment of the nation. Unfortunately, 
for we who call ourselves pro-
gressives, this year’s elections are 
more about nervousness than ea-
gerness, as we brace for the harsh 
sting of an impetuous electorate’s 
frustration with the economy and 

their president. The wave of pro-
gressive zeal that engulfed the 
country in 2008 a mere memory, 

the Democratic Congressmen and 
women who were then down the 
ticket from Barack Obama are 
now facing tough elections and are 
fighting hard to keep their seats.
 Over the past few months, 
the drama-loving 24/7media has 
stoked the flames of possibility, al-
lowing few minutes to go by with-
out reminding viewers that the 
Democrats could conceivably lose 
control of the House of Representa-
tives in November. Unfortunately, 
the subject of their incessant rep-
etition this time represents a legiti-
mate concern. If the Republicans 
take over the House, (and many 
polls say they might), Democrats 
will lose not only the power to push 
legislation, but also the position of 
Speaker of the House, one of the 
most powerful posts in Washing-
ton. The Senate will almost certain-
ly continue with a left-wing major-
ity, but Democratic representation 
will dwindle from the near super-
majority of sixty and hover closer 
to fifty, an important distinction as 
the Republican Party recedes fur-
ther and further from center and 
closer and closer to the Tea Party.
 As Progressives, our ap-
prehension regarding the midterm 
elections is in truth less about the 
loss of power than it is about the 
democratic legitimization of the 

vicious name-calling and asinine 
political agenda that we already 
saw from Republicans in the 111th 
Congress. The cost of electing such 
people to Congress is far greater 
than the study hours or weekend 
relaxing that would be sacrificed 
if we volunteered for a campaign 
that needs help. The massive or-
ganizing team that helped sweep 
President Obama into office has 
dissipated, going back to school 
and to desk jobs. The most im-
portant thing young progressives 
around the country can do now is 
to say “no” to the right-wing reac-
tionaries is to say “yes” to politi-
cal engagement. And that does not 
mean just reading this newspaper. 
Or Wonkette. It means full-throttle 
support for a candidate in a tough 
race who must win if we are to pre-
serve a politics that stands for sense 

instead of spin, for facts instead 
of fear, and for struggling fami-
lies instead of staggering wealth.
 This may be a time for ner-
vousness. But this is not a time for 

passivity, dear Cornellians. Quell 
your anxieties by throwing your-
self into something other than 
studying or partying--make a dif-
ference in the Cornell community 
by joining a club of any kind, or 
unleash your progressive spirit and 
help ease the pain of what is going 
to be a very difficult election cycle. 
As we look to the coming months, 
the best we can do is to be fully en-
gaged—not only in our immediate 
community, but also in the ongo-
ing policy debate that will decide 
the nation’s trajectory. If we cannot 
pool our energy during a time when 
the Democrats need all the support 
they can get, then we have no busi-
ness calling ourselves progressives. 

If you want to swim and not sink in 
this highly competitive academic 
environment, you have got to put 
in the blood, sweat, and tears in 
the library, in class, and with your 
friends--the life vests that keep ev-
ery Cornellian’s head above water. 
But if we want political change, we 
have to fight hard for it, devoting 
our time and energy to something 
greater than a candidate, but a vi-
sion for a better America that does 
not include leaders elected on fear 
and ignorance. The time is now, in 
school and in politics: dedication to 
higher knowledge, community en-
gagement, and a commitment to in-
tegrity are no match against a bout 
of nerves. Not now, and not ever.
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Five Things I Learned on Study Abroad
 ON THE MIDDLE EAST Jake Arem

 What comes to mind when 
Americans think of the Middle 
East? Perhaps the term conjures up 
images of oil, sand, terrorism, war, 
camels, or Islam. One of the reasons 
I chose to learn Arabic at Cornell, 
and study abroad, was to get a fuller 
picture of what the Arab world is ac-
tually like, how Arab societies func-
tion, and how their citizens view the 
world and a range of social issues. I 
am no pioneer; the New York Times 
recently reported that more Ameri-
cans than ever are choosing to spend 
part of their college years in the 
Middle East, with thousands head-
ing there every year. Having just 
spent four months in Jordan on Cor-
nell’s Intensive Arabic Program and 
two months in Egypt on a separate 
program, with side trips to Syria, 
Israel, and the West Bank, my per-
ception of the region has changed, 
reflected in five observations below.
 1. People in the Middle East 
tend to think positively of America. 
While most likely vehemently op-
posing the war in Iraq or American 
support for Israel, I never heard 
negative statements about ordinary 
American people whether I was in 
Amman, Damascus, or Nablus. In 
fact, many people, from grocery 
store workers to university students, 
were eager to immigrate to Amer-
ica. The most common complaint 
directed against America concerned 
the difficulty of obtaining a visa.
 2. Arab hospitality truly ex-
ists, and manifests itself in many 
forms: free cucumbers and cookies 
on a bus in Syria, countless meals 
at people’s homes, and taxi driv-

ers offering free rides. Whenever I 
accompanied a volunteer on house 
visits to Iraqi refugees in Jordan, I 
knew that if we were visiting five 
houses, I would be required to drink 

five Pepsis or five cups of tea. Early 
on in the program, the manager at 
our local food market insisted on 
loading us up with free juice and 
cookies before the Egypt-Algeria 
soccer match. Though I appreci-
ated this gesture, there was another 
side to the story. As he was giving 
us bags of free goodies, he took 
the liberty to explain his theory of 
how the 9/11 attacks were planned 
and carried out by the Israelis.
 3. Popular focus on the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict is over-
whelming. The front pages of every 
Jordanian newspaper are usually 
dominated by articles on Palestinian 
issues, as are television news broad-
casts and everyday conversations. 
It was rare to speak to a taxi driv-
er without a mention of Palestine, 
probably because most taxi driv-
ers—and most people—in Jordan 
are of Palestinian origin. Sometimes 
people would ask me why America 
supports Israel, while others would 
instantly volunteer their own analy-
sis of the conflict. People were less 
likely to be eager to discuss, or 
even possess significant knowledge 
about, say, Turkish policies towards 
the Kurds, the conflicts in Darfur or 
Southern Sudan, or the terrible hu-
man rights records of several ruling 
Arab regimes. Even when I was in 
Hama, Syria, where the Syrian gov-
ernment killed perhaps 20,000 ci-
vilians in 1982, those born after that 
date seemed to know little about it.

 4. Group identity is strong, 
and ordinary citizens tend to see 
themselves as representatives of 
their respective groups. When I 
would ask a question about reli-
gion, politics, or culture, the re-
sponse would paint a monolithic 
picture, often starting off as “Here 
in Jordan…” or “Us Muslims…” 
or “We the Arabs…”, introduc-
tions which I found strange. For 
if someone asked me a question 
about America, such as whether 
Americans think that all Muslims 
are terrorists, my response would 
acknowledge that perhaps some 
Americans believe that, but cer-
tainly not the majority. I would not 
say, “We Americans believe that…” 
This goes along with an overall 
tendency I observed of Americans 
to be more critical of America 
than, say, Egyptians are of Egypt.
 5. Finally, I learned to ap-
preciate America and the religious 
and political freedoms which Amer-

icans enjoy. As the elections for the 
Student Assembly approached at the 
Jordanian university I was attend-
ing, the university administration 
promptly disqualified over half the 
candidates—the majority of whom 
were of Palestinian origin—in an ef-
fort to determine the election’s out-
come. They wanted to ensure a pro-
monarchy, nationalist body, even 
for a student council with almost 
no power! This mirrors the overall 
pattern of the Arab World’s tight-
ly-controlled elections for weak 
parliaments. In Egypt, those brave 
enough to mount a political pro-
test were surrounded by concentric 
rings of security officers. I wonder 
if the elementary school cafeteria- 
and playground-dynamic shifts; the 
common American retort, “It’s a free 
country!” certainly does not apply.
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 The Libertarians will not 
be as active in the 2010 election 
season because, as Cretz admits, 
unless a candidate is explicitly 
“small-l libertarian…most of us in 
the organization don’t usually ex-
press a preference for candidates.” 
One candidate the Libertarians do 
hope to campaign for in the coming 
months is U.S. Senate hopeful Peter 
Schiff of Connecticut, a libertarian 
Republican.
 The group is cautiously op-
timistic about the general public 
mood in 2010, noting the disap-
proval ratings of both major parties, 
especially in handling the financial 
crisis. Cretz hopes to increase vis-
ibility on campus as many students 
turn away from the social conser-
vatism of the Republicans and the 
fiscal policies of both parties. Cretz 
implies that the Libertarians strike 
a neat balance between the two ma-
jor parties on campus. “I’m hope-
ful they’ll seek us out, and we’ll 
do what we can to make ourselves 
easy to find,” he said. Cretz also ex-
pressed his desire to see more po-
litical involvement on campus be-
cause of the impact contemporary 
issues like the financial crisis and 
gay marriage will have on the rest 
of our lives. “Many of these debates 
are happening now and their result 
will likely have implications for de-
cades, and those will be the decades 
in the prime of current Cornell stu-
dents’ lives,” he said.

Cornell Democrats
 As one may expect from a 
center-left Ivy League school, the 
Cornell Dems are a potent politi-
cal body on campus. In the past the 
Cornell Democrats (noteworthy for 
their blue shirts boasting they are the 
“best ass on campus”) have hosted a 
variety of speakers: the 2009-2010 
academic year included visits from 
politicians like Rep. Barney Frank 
(D-MA) and Rep. Michael Arcuri 
(D-NY), editor-in-chief of Salon.
com Joan Walsh, Tompkins County 
Legislator Nathan Shinagawa `05, 
and Professor Elizabeth Sanders of 
the Department of Government.
 They have also volunteered 
in several Democratic campaign 
efforts, traveling as far as New 
Hampshire for the 2008 Demo-
cratic primary and more recently to 
Pennsylvania to support President 
Obama as he battled John McCain 
for the presidency. Tremendously 
active during election seasons in 
both local and national races, this 
year, according to Andrew White 
`12, treasurer of the Cornell Dem-
ocrats, the organization aims to 
have a voter registration drive and 
campaign off campus to “keep the 
House blue this November!”
 White is optimistic that the 
organization’s membership will in-
crease due to interest in the 2010 
midterms. “Everyone on both sides 
of the political spectrum knows that 

this election will be hard fought,” 
he said. Indeed, as a rule politi-
cal organizations on campus go 
through ebbs and flows during elec-
tion years and off years. While the 
general  excitement among youths 
in 2008 was a substantial boost to 
President Obama’s campaign, the 
efforts of campus organizations like 
the Cornell Democrats especially 
helped to push many candidates 
over the top. As White noted, prog-
ress is most achievable when we 
can engender the level of enthusi-
asm, involvement and interest that 
we saw in 2008, and hopefully will 
see again soon.
 White also acknowledges 
the difficulty of creating a political-
ly interested student population as 
many try to juggle classes and vari-
ous extracurriculars. “Cornell stu-
dents are extremely well informed, 
yet still the need for action re-
mains,” he said. Despite their great 
visibility as the campus arm of one 
of the two major American political 
parties, the Cornell Democrats will 
be working hard this year to spread 
their message to new members and 
to the student body at large.

International Students for Social 
Equality (ISSE)
 Cornell’s socialist commu-
nity is rather small, but it remains an 
active, impassioned and vocal pres-
ence on campus. According to Cor-
nell’s ISSE president Bryan Scher-
rer `12, the group “promotes the 
creation of an independent political 
party of the working class in direct 
opposition to the bought and paid-
for politicians of both the Democrat 
and Republican parties…”
 In the 2009-2010 academic 
year, ISSE hosted three speakers 
from their parent organization, the 
Socialist Equality Party. The speak-
ers’ topics ranged across an array 
of issues, including disillusion-
ment with President Obama, the 
“lackluster response of the Western 
powers” to the Haitian earthquake 
of earlier this year and the island 

nation’s history of poverty and sub-
jugation, and the “general assault 
on living standards of the working 
class.” For the fall semester, ISSE 
aims to host discussions on the re-
cent WikiLeaks controversy, set off 
when the now infamous website 
posted thousands of pages of secret 
internal documents concerning the 
war in Afghanistan.
 Scherrer hopes the 2010 
election season will lead to more 
discussion and awareness of issues 
ISSE feels lack adequate attention 
from the mainstream media, includ-
ing social inequalities, the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the 
Gulf of Mexico oil spill. In terms 
of campaigning, ISSE will support 
Michigan state house candidate 
D’Artagnan Collier of the Socialist 
Equality Party. Scherrer observes 
that the campaign has had a warm 
welcome among the working class 
people of the area. He expressed 
hopes for increased membership 
and visibility “as students come to 
accept the bankruptcy of the two 
party system and American capital-

ism,” with the ISSE offering a gen-
uinely independent view.
 On campus, Scherrer notes 
that political dialogue is “laugh-
able” while political involvement 
among students is “basic” with a 
strong emphasis on the present and 
a disregard for the context of a po-
litical situation. He and the ISSE 
advocate a system of equal funding 
from the SAFC for all political or-
ganizations, a centralized website 
listing events in an easy, thorough 
fashion, and public written and oral 

debates over recent events. These 
dialogues “should be more than 
singular occurrences, with follow 
up discussions as the situations de-
velop,” he suggests.     

College Republicans
 The College Republicans, 
the other major American party’s 
campus representative, is another 
active political voice on campus. I 
was unable to receive first-hand in-
formation from a source, but their 
website is quite informative. In the 
past they have hosted a number of 
interesting speakers, including for-
mer New York Governor George 
Pataki, Puerto Rico Governor Luis 
Fortuño, and Arkansas Governor 
Mike Huckabee during his 2008 
presidential campaign. Presumably, 
the College Republicans will be 
involved in more events and cam-
paigning for Republican candidates 
this fall.

Other Organizations
  As mentioned above, there 
are also a number of issue-specif-
ic groups on campus. Many have 
significant interests in protecting 
the environment, while others are 
geared more toward social justice 
abroad and at home.
 If you wish to influence 
Cornell’s own politics, the Student 
Assembly provides many opportu-
nities to get involved in the Cornell 
community and its daily gover-
nance, beginning with what could 
be your first political campaign. 
Each fall, the sidewalks of North 
Campus fill with competing, clev-
er slogans targeting the freshmen 
vote, as numerous first-years vie 
for the three seats allotted to their 
class. The first direct election of the 
president and vice president of the 
Assembly was in 2009, and Cornell 
now enjoys a full democratic pro-
cess in choosing its leaders, without 
the political parties found at other 
schools.
 Opportunities will abound, 
and I urge you to find a niche, es-
pecially if you are into politics (and 
you very well may be if you’ve 
made it to the end of my article) 
and get involved! People here are 
friendly and don’t bite, not even 
members of the other party; debates 
held last year on health care and the 
financial crisis between the Demo-
crats, Republicans, and Libertarians 
were civil and informative with the 
only drawback being a scant atten-
dance. I am guilty of not attending 
this example of campus political 
engagement and I personally aim 
to change that this year. I encour-
age you to do the same, and strive 
to make your time at Cornell not the 
best of times and the worst of times 
but simply the best time of your life.

Cornell’s Political Student Organizations
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 Since freshman orientation 
is inherently awkward, most col-
leges attempt to create a common 
intellectual experience to spark dis-
cussion among freshmen beyond 
“what’s your major,” and “where 
are you from” (and “where’s the 
party tonight”).  While most schools 
like Cornell University opt to as-
sign a book for summer reading, 
this year, the College of Letters and 
Science at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley shocked students, 
parents, ethicists, and many others 
by sending their incoming fresh-
men and transfers a test tube and 
spit swab for DNA testing instead.
 At a time when Congress 
is scrutinizing direct-to-consumer 
(DTC) genetic testing companies 
for violating Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) restrictions, critics 
wonder if the project will encourage 
students to explore Berkley’s orien-
tation theme, personalized medi-
cine, any more than it creates ethical 
problems. Experts from bioethics 
groups—including one from a Berk-
ley institution—have expressed ex-
treme disapproval of the project to 
the media since its announcement.
 The post-third world war 
scene of Cornell’s current book of 

choice, Philip K. Dick’s Do An-
droids Dream of Electric Sheep, 
is a sizable step forward from the 
post-apartheid setting of the novel 
our seniors read as freshmen. The 
futuristic novel is meant to gener-
ate discussion about “technology, 
artificial intelligence, the environ-
ment, the future, the human, the 
real vs. the artificial, and the idea 
of design or creation,” according to 
Cornell’s 2010 Orientation Packet.
 Yet Berkley’s project, led 
by genetics professor Jasper Rine, 
pushes his freshmen further by giv-
ing them the opportunity to partici-
pate in the first mass genetic testing 
by a university, called “Bring Your 
Genes to Cal.” The genetic tests 
are purely voluntary and will only 
test three genes not known to be re-
lated to specific diseases, Dr. Mark 
Schlissel, Dean of Biological Sci-
ences at Berkley, explained in a Na-
tional Public Radio interview. Each 
gene helps control the metabolism 

of folic acid, dairy products, or al-
cohol, he said. This type of testing 
is different from the tests marketed 
to the public with promises of as-
sessing disease risks. The main 
companies offering these services 
are 23andMe, NaviGeneics, Path-
way Genomics, and dCODE Genet-
ics—not coincidentally the same 
four companies that received warn-
ing letters from the FDA last May.
 Critics of the mass genetic 
testing cite problems with main-
taining genetic information privacy, 
obtaining true informed consent, 
and making genetic counseling 
available to students before they 
submit their DNA. The larger is-
sue is administering such medical 

tests outside of a medical setting.
 In order to ensure anonym-
ity, each student received two bar 
code stickers, one to affix to their 
sample, and one to keep. After the 
DNA is analyzed, the results will 
be posted on a website by bar code 
so only the individual holding the 
matching bar code sticker will have 
access to their information. Profes-
sor Rine will give an open lecture 
using the aggregated data to explain 
the findings and illustrate how in-
dividual and group data differ, but 
no specific results should be link-
able to individuals. Other activities 
meant to enhance the project expe-
rience include freshman and sopho-
more seminars related to genetic 
testing offered this fall, a Berkeley 
blog about personalized medicine, 
a Facebook fan page, a film series, 
and a contest for expressing the 
theme through a creative medium.
 Of course Berkeley will 
not analyze a sample unless it is 
sent in with a signed informed con-
sent form. This form establishes 
that the signee understands all the 
risks involved in entering an ex-
periment. Giving informed consent 
typically involves a briefing from 
someone working the experiment, 
but since Berkeley obviously can-
not seek out every incoming stu-
dent, they sent a video version of 
the consent form. This use of Web 
2.0 in human subjects research 
is relatively new and considered 
questionably adequate by some. 
There is also fear that students may 
pressure each other to participate.
 Students should understand 
the purpose of genetic testing and 
what is being tested before decid-

ing to send in a sample, and while 
some freshmen may have learned 
genetics in high school, many may 
not understand the role of three 
genes or what positive or negative 
results mean. This is the role of ge-
netic counseling, which is not be-
ing explicitly offered to students.
 “It’s a bad precedent to set 
up mass testing without some sort 
of counseling support,” leading bio-
ethicist and director of the Center 
for Bioethics at the University of 

Pennsylvania Arthur Caplan said to 
the New York Times. Yet possibly 
due to criticisms like Caplan’s, Dr. 

Schlissel and Professor Rine are of-
fering to meet with individuals who 
wish to discuss their test results, 
and Berkeley will be holding talks 
with campus ethicists and experts.
 However, these discus-
sions will only be accessible after 
the students send in their samples, 
and “campus experts in the ethics 
and social impacts of biotechnol-
ogy were not consulted until after 
the program was announced,” Jesse 
Reynolds, a critic of the project and a 
policy analyst at the Berkeley-based 
Center for Genetics and Society, 
said in the San Francisco Chronicle. 
 He also expressed his dis-
approval of Berkeley’s decision to 
test a gene related to alcohol me-
tabolism when alcoholism is a no-
torious     problem     on  college  campuses.

 Jeremy Gruber from the 
Council for Responsible Genetics 
agrees with Reynold’s criticisms 
and more. He wrote to Schlissel, 
asking the dean to abandon the 
program. Schlissel replied and ex-
plained the aforementioned mea-
sures Berkeley will take to ensure 
information privacy and stressed 
their decision to remove the origi
nal contest winner prize—a 23an-
dMe genetic test and evaluation.
 There is no doubt that Berke-

ley has achieved its goal of increas-
ing the dialogue about personalized 
medicine and the future of genetics. 
Dean Schlissel and Professor Rine 
took many of their criticisms con-
structively and improved the project 
from its original form, but only af-
ter the project has run its course this 
fall will we see if any of the ethical 
concerns have real repercussions.
 Update: The California De-
partment of Public Health recently 
announced that UC Berkeley will 
not be allowed to provide students 
with their individual test results. 
 While the data will still be 
presented in aggregate, the more 
than 600 students of the class of 
5000 who had already submitted 
their samples as of August 13th 
will have to fund their own ge-
netic inquiries should they wish to 
view the information that the Uni-
versity was planning to provide. 
Despite the removal of the most 
personalized part of this matter, the 
discussion of bioethics continues.

There is no doubt that 
Berkeley has achieved 
its goal of increasing 
the dialogue about 

personalized medicine 
and the future of 

genetics.

‘It’s a bad precedent 
to set up mass testing 
without some sort of 
counseling support.’

The genetic tests are 
purely voluntary and 

will only test three 
genes not known to 
be related to specific 
diseases, Dr. Mark 
Schlissel, Dean of 

Biological Sciences at 
Berkley, explained.

ON BIOETHICS Vivian Cheng

Welcome to College…
        Send Us a DNA Sample

Berkeley’s mass DNA testing program remains controversial.   
    Photo: Impactlab.net
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Continued from Page 1

I almost dropped the course before 
taking the exam. But I knew that 
the drop deadline for the semester 
would not pass before I got my score 
back. Taking the exam could not be 
harmful to me if I dropped the class 
after I received my score. So, what 
the hell, I might as well give it a shot 
(although that shot was unpleasant 
to endure).
 Several days after the exam, 
my friend in the early lecture re-
ceived his score before I did. He 
texted me to tell me the good news: 
he got an A-. I was happy, but en-
vious, for him. Then I got my score 
back. I did better. All of the worry-
ing, anxiety, and fear were point-
less. I was far too worked up over 
the exam than I should have been. 
So the first advice I will give is this: 
do not be intimidated by Cornell.
 Misguiding as it may be, 
Cornell gets a bad reputation. Who-
ever told you that Cornell is the easi-
est Ivy to get into but the hardest to 
get out of has lied to you (about the 
second clause). Cornellians love to 
cry grade deflation. We love to com-
plain about how hard we have it, and 
that our friends at our state’s public 
school work only a quarter as hard 
as we do, yet see better results. We 
like to think Cornell makes it impos-
sible for us to graduate with a decent 
GPA. None of this is true. I’m not 
saying we have it easy, but Cornell 
is not unfair. You will have complete 
control over your grades here. Don’t 

let unfounded rumors and others’ 
complaints scare you into thinking 
otherwise.
 Fast-forward a bit. The fall 
2009 semester was coming to a 
close, and I had committed myself 
to stay in the Becker House Library 
all day. By the end of the night – af-
ter taking my last final – I would be 
a free man. The problem was that 
I had hardly started studying for 
that night’s American Government 
exam. In the preceding days, I had 
taken all of my other finals. Organic 
Chemistry was only the previous 
afternoon. Orgo had been my prior-
ity, and I spent most of study week 
playing with my model kit, trying 
to understand the endless number 
of reactions that carbon compounds 
can undergo. I did well in orgo, but 
at the expense of Government.
 That morning, I didn’t know 
what the Iron Triangle was. I forgot 
many of the structural differences 
between the House and the Senate. I 
could not remember Professor Lowi 
ever even mentioning American for-
eign policy patterns. That night, after 
spending the entire day attempting 
to memorize all of the bold words in 
a three hundred page spread of the 
textbook, I was still grossly under-
prepared for the exam in front of me 
(which, if memory serves me cor-
rectly, counted for 30 or 40 percent 
of my grade in the course).
 The lesson? Manage your 
time! This is the most important 
piece of advice I can give you to 
succeed at Cornell. If you do it 

well enough, you shouldn’t have 
to cram. And if you don’t have to 
cram, you’re in great shape (at least, 
you’re in much better shape than the 
majority of your classmates). So, 
how do you do this? Here is a good 
start: at the beginning of the semes-
ter, gather your syllabi and make a 
chronological list of the date and 
time of every exam you will take 
in the coming semester. Record big 
deadlines as well. Check the list of-
ten and you will never be caught off-
guard when you have two or more 
important exams back-to-back. Be 
sure to start studying early enough 
for both of them so you are not 
forced to sacrifice one for the sake 
of the other.
 Prelims tend to pile up and 
hit you all at once, which is why 
you will probably encounter back-
to-back exams at some point. You 
may feel overwhelmed sometimes. 
But try to put academics in per-
spective. Don’t get too hung up on 
petty things. There are bigger prob-
lems in this world, and most of us 
are fortunate enough to not have 
lived them. This summer, in the 
Kaptembwa slums of Kenya’s Rift 
Valley Province, I saw families of 
nine, ten, or sometimes more living 
in tiny concrete rooms. For these 
families, many of which have been 
ravaged by HIV/AIDS, running wa-
ter and electricity are luxuries of a 
distant world they will never know. 
Hundreds of people share one bath-
room, by which I mean a hole in the 
ground. Trash lays so thick in places 

that the dirt ground cannot be seen 
beneath it.  Poverty is rampant. (One 
woman I met was hit by a motor ve-
hicle the previous week, yet evaded 
the hospital because she could not 
afford the USD $1.25 consultation 
fee).  My eyes were jerked open 
and I, for one, will no longer have 
trouble putting my schoolwork in 
perspective.
 It’s important to put academ-
ic life in perspective. In that same 
vein, it’s important to recognize that 
college is about more than home-
work, tests, and grades. So, on a less 
academic note, I have made amazing 
friends at Cornell. As a rising junior, 
I still have allegiance to Dickson 
5-6 (my freshman year dorm and 
hall) because I’ve made lifelong 
friends in other “5-6ers.” And, when 
I graduate, I will have lived with 
and shared all of my Cornell experi-
ences with the same six people for 
four consecutive years. With them, 
I’ve had the time of my life here. So, 
my advice is this: whether you’re 
into Greek life, the outdoors, books, 
road trips, Sweet 16 level basketball, 
the challenge of completing all 161 
things every Cornellian should do, 
all of the above, none of the above, 
or some other combination of the 
above, find a healthy balance. Work 
hard, but don’t jeopardize the much-
hyped (and deservedly so) college 
experience in the process.
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Advice for the Class of 2014

By roxaNa amirahmadi

 Israel shocked the world 
when its navy launched an attack 
on a six-ship Turkish flotilla send-
ing aid to the Gaza Strip early this 
summer. The force Israel used 
against its closest Muslim ally an-
gered many Muslim countries in 
the region and prompted the rest 
of the world to reassess the hu-
manitarian crisis in Gaza and to 
scrutinize Israel’s use of force 
on the civilians aboard the ship.
 Israel carried out the mili-
tary maneuver on May 31 by drop-
ping down soldiers from helicopters 
onto the three civilian ships of the 
flotilla over 40 miles off-shore in 
international waters. The Turkish 
humanitarian activists allegedly be-
gan attacking the soldiers with axes 
and knives, leading the Israeli sol-
diers to open fire. Nine Turkish ac-
tivists were killed, at least 30 others 
were wounded, and two Spanish ac-
tivists and a journalist were arrest-
ed. The three Spaniards later filed 
charges against Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu for illegal 
detention, torture, and deportation.
 Even though Israeli spokes-
man Mark Regev told BBC “…this 
group were dead-set on confronta-
tion,” Aarafat Shoukri, from the 
Free Gaza Movement, which or-
ganized the aid mission, said that 

claims that the activists initiated the 
violence were “cheap propaganda.” 
International reaction came quickly; 
in the days following the confronta-
tion, thousands flooded the streets 
in Istanbul protesting against Israel. 
Greece withdrew its troops from 
joint-military exercises with Israel 
to protest the raid. The White House 
expressed that it “deeply regret-
ted the loss of life and injuries sus-
tained,” in the incident. Palestinian 
Authority President Mahmoud Ab-
bas said the event was a massacre, 
and Hamas told the BBC that Israel 
had committed a “great crime and a 
huge violation of international law”.
 The UN Human Rights 
Council appointed three indepen-
dent experts from Malaysia, the 
United Kingdom, and Trinidad and 
Tobago to investigate whether the 
Israeli military had violated interna-
tional law with the raid. While many 
critics do not believe Israel’s own 
investigation of the incident would 
be objective, Prime Minister Netan-
yahu still used the domestic investi-
gation’s hearings to express Israel’s 
perspective to the rest of the world.
 Netanyahu defended his 
military’s use of force at an Israeli 
state commission of inquiry, insist-
ing that the Turkish government 
should have followed his advice 
against sending the aid-carrying 

flotilla to the Gaza Strip where Is-
rael had set up a naval blockade. 
He reminded the world that the 
blockade was set up in 2007 when 
Hamas had officially taken over 
leadership in Gaza. In fact, he even 
referred to Gaza as a “Hamasistan.” 
Since the rise of Hamas, thousands 
of missiles have been shot into Is-
rael, most of which were provided 
by outside powers like Iran. The 
purpose of the tight blockade was 
to prevent weapons from enter-
ing Gaza, while still allowing suf-
ficient food and supplies to enter 
the settlement. Israel explains that 
it allows 15,000 tons of humanitar-
ian supplies to enter Gaza weekly; 
however, the UN says this figure is 
less than a quarter of what is need-
ed in the densely populated area.
Despite Netanyahu’s unwaver-
ing defense of the his military’s 
action, Israel’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Danny Ayalon told BBC 
that his country “regrets any loss 
of life and did everything to avoid 
this outcome,” and even said that 
the raid was a “premeditated and 
outrageous provocation.” Israelis 
and their supporters are remind-
ing the world that most civilians, 
even those in democracies and 
republics, have limited direct in-
fluence on the military and diplo-
matic actions of their governments.

In Jacob Weisberg’s Newsweek col-
umn published over two months af-
ter the raid, he opposed the recent 
cultural and academic “boycotts” 
imposed on Israel to protest the ac-
tions of the Netanyahu regime. A 
few of these “boycotts” included 
Meg Ryan canceling an appear-
ance in a film festival in Tel Aviv, 
and Elvis Costello scratching two 
performances in the country to pro-
test the unfair treatment of Pales-
tinians. While activists around the 
world should feel free to express 
concern for any marginalized group 
in Israel, boycotts are too extreme, 
wrote Weisberg, because “boycot-
ters are not trying to send the spe-
cific message, ‘We object to your 
policy in the West Bank.’ What 
they’re saying is, ‘We consider 
your country so intrinsically repre-
hensible that we are going to treat 
all of your citizens as pariahs.’” 
 Israelis should not have to 
pay for the diplomatic mistakes of 
Netanyahu and the Israeli military. 
While it is not fair to condemn Is-
raeli civilians for their government’s 
involvement in a major internation-
al controversy, the same forgiveness 
should be applied to all innocent 
civilians who live under controver-
sial, and at times unjust, regimes.

CP

NEWS

Flotilla Raid Sets Off Global Controversy



Aug. 24, 2010 7The Cornell Progressive

By rohaN siddhaNti

 On July 21st, 2010, a 
sweeping and landmark finan-
cial reform bill was passed by the 
111th Congress. Much hubbub has 
been raised about its effects on the 
U.S. economy, markets, and cer-
tain industries. But what exactly 
does the bill do, and how might 
its effects alter the shape of our 
economy in the coming years?
 One important segment of 
this bill a set of strong regulations on 
certain aspects of the banking sec-
tor. Out of the many causes of the fi-
nancial crash, a major factor was the 
rampant, unregulated use of credit-
default swaps and other types of 
security exchanges. This legislation 
clamps down on these purchases.
 In addition to the sweeping 
regulation of banks, with this bill 
also comes increased scrutiny on the 
relationship between investors and 
their brokerage firms. The bill cre-
ated the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau (CFPB), which will 
be under the jurisdiction of the Fed-
eral Reserve, thereby increasing the 
monitoring of banking and financial 

transactions on behalf of consumers.
 The impact on the economy 
will be largely unknown for quite 
some time, yet as educated economic 
participants, we can speculate as to 

what the impact might be.  One such 
result might be that the massive lev-
els of risk and the soaring amounts 
of loose capital used in securities 
might become a thing of the past, as 
this bill seeks to cut out much of the 
risk on which our financial sector 
has historically been based. In gen-
eral, the financial and banking cen-
ters borrow the money of citizens, 
and they pay you interest to use 
it. Your money is constantly being 
used in financial transactions so as 
to increase the overall worth of the 
bank. This bill seeks to reduce the 
amount of ways your money can be 
used, increase the transparency, and 
reduce the possibility of its misuse.
 Although this may sound 
like an altogether good thing, it is 
in fact a double edged sword. Yes, 
we are safer than we were before 
from the economic catastrophe 
of the past couple of years, but 
we are also insulating ourselves 
from the possibility of the boom 
years of 2003 to 2008. A classic 
investing adage is “the higher the 
risk, the higher the return” – as 
we seek to reduce our risk, so too 
do we reduce our possible return.
 Due to an 11th hour amend-
ment from several senators, the 
area of derivatives remains virtu-
ally untouched. A complex secu-
rity instrument, the derivative has 
emerged in the last decade as one 
of the primary ways that financial 
institutions create revenue. The 
derivative market has exploded 
in the past several years, and this 
market now is greater than the 
sum of all the money in the world.
 Banks may still use deriva-
tives to hedge risks, but they must 
declare these securities in separate 
capital entities, and must report their 
purchases more frequently and with 

greater description. Also, other types 
of proprietary trading, such as tak-
ing short positions in specific com-
modities, are banned by the new law.
 In that same vein, banks 
understand that they simply won’t 
have the freedoms that they had 
before. Wells Fargo & Company 
stated that “the bill could result 
in loss of revenue, require us to 
change certain of our business 
practices, limit our ability to pur-
sue certain business opportuni-

ties, increase our capital require-
ments…and otherwise adversely 
affect our business operations.”  
 The truth is, the banking 
and financial sector were some of 
the least regulated sectors in the 
country, and they had the ability to 
wreak havoc on the economy. At 
least now, there will be increased 
monitoring, and the likelihood of 
the events of 2007 repeating them-
selves has been vastly reduced.
 In terms of its impact on 
the markets and indices, an accu-
rate analogy would be a sine wave. 
The curve undulates up and down, 
as do markets over time. However, 
this financial regulation is like mul-
tiplying the sin curve by ½, perma-
nently dulling its possible highs and 
lows. Putting a cap on how much 
money a firm like JP Morgan can 
use makes a safer environment for 

all the companies in the market.
 Another reason that eco-
nomic impacts are still hard to dis-
cern is that hundreds of regulations 
are yet to be written. For starters, 
the regulations that were written 
into the bill were written vaguely, 
and with much wiggle room, so 
as to add to the power of the cre-
ated agencies. For example, Section 
1001 states “(the bill) establishes 
the Financial Services Oversight 
Council…to monitor the finan-
cial services marketplace to iden-
tify potential threats to the stabil-
ity of the U.S. financial system.”
 In addition, the $19 billion 
bill has built into it 150 studies, 
to be conducted by various gov-
ernment agencies. These studies 
are tasked with developing a bet-
ter understand of how the bank-
ing and finance industries conduct 
themselves, and in what ways their 
leashes can be shortened. Only 
when these studies are completed 
will the legislation be set in stone.
 

All in all, this was a 
necessary bill whose 
effects still remain to 

be seen.

 

 The good news for you Cor-
nell students who invest your mon-
ey in securities is that this legisla-
tion protects you in several ways. 
First, this bill establishes two addi-
tional watchdog agencies besides 
the SEC; the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau, and the Finan-
cial Services Oversight Council.
 Also, HR. 4173 increases 
the ways and means by which your 
broker must contact and communi-
cate with you, the common inves-
tor. It also reduces the possibly of 
insider trading, and increases trans-
parency for large transactions done 
by companies with their own stock.
 All in all, this was a neces-
sary bill whose effects still remain 
to be seen. It took two recession eras 
for Congress to realize, act upon, 
and pass legislation that protects 
the average consumer and inves-
tor from financial instruments that 
are out of their control. No more 
should faulty default credit swaps 
or shady loans crash the market and 
lead to double-digit unemployment.
 The Dodd-Frank bill ush-
ers in the era of government watch-
dog of the financial and banking 
sectors; that is, until new finan-
cial instruments emerge that we 
don’t understand, and crash our 
markets again. Hopefully next 
time, we’ll be more prepared.
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 It seems to have become 
my duty to report on the goings-on 
at Ground Zero, as a Lower Man-
hattan non-academic year resident 
who lived through 9/11 as a child 
and who works for the New York 
City Councilwoman who repre-
sents the area. This summer, my 
tenure as legislative intern has 
been wrought with phone calls, 
nasty emails, flustered commu-
nity board members, and endless 
news articles surrounding Park51, 
an Islamic community center slat-
ed to be built at 45-51 Park Place.
 First and foremost, this com-
munity center is not just a mosque. 
New Yorkers are familiar with the 
92nd Street Y, a Jewish community 
center that attracts people from all 
over the City to its lectures, classes, 
fitness centers, and youth programs. 
Park51, formerly known as Cordoba 
House, endeavors to be a similar in-
stitution with a 500-seat auditorium, 
a pool, and yes, a mosque, for ap-
proximately 1,000-2,000 Muslims. 
It will also include a 9/11 memorial.
 Second, it’s not at Ground 
Zero. Park Place is two blocks north 
of the World Trade Center site and 
the building that will be torn down 
in order to build the mosque was 
struck by debris during the attack. 
It seems close, but in truth, it’s no 
more at Ground Zero than my apart-
ment is. It does not face the site. It 
is not on a visible street corner. Ar-
guing that Park51 is not a “respect-
ful distance” from Ground Zero is a 
ridiculous, passive-aggressive way 
of trying to oust Park51 from the 
Lower Manhattan community. It’s 
ridiculous because anyone in Low-
er Manhattan will tell you that we 
need a community center like this. 

With the TriBeCa and Battery Park 
City residential population spik-
ing in the last 5-10 years, there are 
more families than our four public 
schools can keep up with. A space 
where children can play, parents 
can hear lectures, families can en-
joy theater, and neighbors can come 
together would be a hugely posi-
tive resource for Lower Manhattan.
 As an individual and as an 

intern for the councilwoman who 
represents District 1 - Manhattan, I 
find the mosque protesters offensive, 
bigoted, and the complete opposite 
of patriotic. Those who take pride 
in our Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights cannot defend it wholeheart-
edly one day, but deny its major te-
nets the next. What about freedom 
of religion? What about freedom 
to assemble? Or all men are cre-
ated equal? With equal rights under 
the law? All these basic ideas have 
come into play as discussion about 
Park51’s right to exist escalates.
 The ignorance that encom-
passes this whole issue astounds 
me. There have been two mosques 
in Lower Manhattan for over forty 
years. They have been—for all in-
tents and purposes—ignored in the 
discussion surrounding the plans 
for the area’s third mosque. Both of 
the current mosques are very close 
to Ground Zero, but they have never 
had any trouble. The mosques and 
the people who pray there have been 
treated with respect since first com-
ing to the Lower Manhattan commu-
nity. But even now with heightened 
protesting and anger, you would be 
hard-pressed to find a slew of infor-
mation about the goings-on at Mas-
jid Manhattan and Masjid al-Far-
ah. The New York Times recently 
published a comprehensive article 
about these mosques and the people 
who pray at them, further refuting 
opponents of the “mega-mosque,” 
who claim that all mosques breed 
terrorism. For the most part, how-
ever, the New York Times is 
preaching to the (liberal) choir.
 The oath to serve, protect, 
and defend the Constitution has re-
cently been reopened for interpre-
tation, thanks to the likes of Rick 
Lazio, Republican New York guber-
natorial candidate, and other right-
wing politicians. The First Amend-
ment of the Constitution is very clear 
about restraints on private practices 
of religion. There are none. In this 
country, any person is free to prac-
tice any religion, anywhere, without 
fear of retribution. In the fight over 
“the Ground Zero mosque” this vi-
tal piece of the Bill of Rights takes a 
backseat to “sensitivity.” Many say 
that a mosque two blocks north of 
the WTC site is “insensitive” to the 
victims’ families and the country’s 
unhealed wounds from those days. 
My patience begins to run thin.
 The best way to move past 
lasting fear and the imprisonment of 
ignorance is to have open minds and 
open hearts. Tolerance is the best 
salve to heal sores that still remain 
open. Respect, understanding, and 
kindness. Not disgust, ignorance, 
and hatred. If this country makes 
immediate judgments based on reli-
gion, race, or background, we are no 
better than our history, and we are 

no longer better than our enemies. 
Newt Gingrich, former Speaker 
of the House, claimed that “There 
should be no mosque near Ground 
Zero in New York so long as there 
are no churches or synagogues in 
Saudi Arabia.” If you want to sink 
to the lowest common denomina-
tor, that’s certainly the way to do it.

 There have been a series of 
hurdles for the Cordoba Initiative to 
jump over, and they’ve passed them 
all. The community board approved 
the plans for the community center. 
The Landmarks Commission voted 
unanimously that one of the build-
ings that needed to be torn down to 
make way for Park51 was not worth 
landmarking. Rick Lazio demanded 
that Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg 
investigate the finances of the Cor-
doba Initiative, for fears that Park51 
would be funded by terrorist organi-
zations; he was flatly refused by the 
mayor, who later gave an impres-
sive speech on Governors Island in 
support of Park51. There have been 
some speed bumps, however. Pame-
la Geller, the leader of local intoler-
ance and founder/executive director 
of Stop Islamization of America, 
recently fought with the Metropoli-
tan Transit Authority about vola-
tile bus advertisements. She won, 
so over the next few weeks, New 
Yorkers will be inundated by an in-
sensitive, offensive ad depicting the 
World Trade Center under attack, 
the architect’s design of Park51, 
and the words “Why There?” em-
blazoned in large letters. While I 
disagree wholeheartedly with Gin-
grich and Geller and am forever 
opposed to their asinine views, at 
least their opinions—while not 
based on any true American val-
ues—are strongly on one side.
 The people who are failing 
are those in leadership positions 
who are wavering, neither whole-
heartedly in favor, nor completely 

opposed. New York Governor Da-
vid Paterson, New York Congress-
man Anthony Weiner (and resident 
screamer), and President Barack 
Obama have all made statements 
about their position on the Park51 
project. But each vacillates, trying 
to strike an uncomfortable balance 
between political safety and their 
own opinions. I hold my elected 
officials to higher standards, and 
part of that standard is having the 
strength of your convictions. If, Mr. 
President, you say that Park51 is 
protected under the First Amend-
ment and support its right to exist, 
you cannot question the wisdom of 
this particular choice of location. It 
is hypocritical and weak. Leaders 
earn respect not by pleasing every-
one, but by demonstrating strong, 
decisive ideas and opinions, and 
by being willing to debate every 
single one. Over the past year and 
a half, this country has been taught 
by its president that catering to 
both sides does no one good when 
it comes to legislation, and it will 
not work when it comes to Park51.
 An innocuous effort from 
the Cordoba Initiative to engage in 
one community in New York City 
has become a widespread, dam-
aging fight about the state of the 
country and the deep-rooted racism, 
discrimination, and bigotry, that as 
a nation, we continue to ignore and 
fail to address comprehensively. I 
am embarrassed, and I am scared 
for our nation’s future. With an elec-
torate riddled with barely disguised 
xenophobia and jingoism, fueled by 
fear tactics and hate-mongering, it 
is increasingly harder for a voice 
of true reason to be heard above 
the din of meaningless accusations. 
Fear-mongering has no place in my 
community, and it has no place in 
this country. We take pride in our 
exceptionalism, so let us strive to 
be the country we place at the top of 
that pedestal. It will not be easy. And 
we may never see the country we 
want looking back at us in the mir-
ror. But self-reflection, individually 
and nationwide, bring us all a little 
closer to honesty, and with hones-
ty, the liberation of our prejudices. 
Do not let us fight about a Muslim 
community center two blocks north 
of Ground Zero. Let us fight for a 
country where issues of religion, 
race, heritage, and socio-economic 
class are talked about with respect 
and with candor. A brighter future 
for religious freedom in this coun-
try—for all freedoms across the 
globe—is available to us. We only 
have to reach out and grab on tight. 
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ON THE “GROUND ZERO MOSQUE” Sarah Greenberg

Respecting an Establishment of Religion: 
The Fires that Continue to Smolder at Ground Zero

In this country, any 
person is free to practice 
any religion, anywhere, 

without fear of 
retribution. In the fight 
over the “Ground Zero 
mosque” this vital piece 

of the Bill of Rights takes 
a backseat to  
“sensitivity.”

New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, joined by interfaith lead-
ers and Council Speaker, speaks out 

in support of Park51. 

         Photo: news.yahoo.com
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By aNNa colliNs

 Grand Ayatollah Moham-
med Hussein Fadlallah—Lebanon’s 
top cleric and the Shiite Muslim 
leader accused of masterminding 
the deadly 1983 attack on the U.S. 
Marine barracks in Beirut—passed 
away July 4, 2010 in a southern 
Beirut hospital at 74 years of age. 
Though widely mourned through-
out the Middle East, his death did 
not come as a surprise. The cleric 
had been ill and frail for years 
and was in the hospital for liver 
complications when he died of in-
ternal bleeding in his stomach.
 He was born in 1935 in Na-
jaf, the center of Shiite scholarship 
in Iraq and the city in which Fadlal-
lah studied Islam for two decades 
before relocating to Lebanon. Hav-
ing attained the status of marja, or 
“source of emulation,” as a Shiite 
cleric, he then attracted a diverse 
group of followers, not only among 
Shiite communities in Lebanon but 
also in the Gulf and Central Asia. 
As a religious figure, he represented 
one of the last members of the Shiite 
clergy who must try to straddle two 
very different worlds: a rapidly dis-
appearing one marked by medieval 
religious scholarship, and a quickly 
arising one characterized by high-
tech, youthful ayatollahs who pub-
lish fatwas on their websites and 
sermonize via satellite television.
 Before his death, Fadlal-
lah was one of the most revered 
clerics in the Shiite Muslim faith 
and a one-time spiritual mentor to 
Lebanon’s Hezbollah militia. In 
his capacity as Hezbollah’s elusive 
but unquestioned spiritual leader, 
Fadlallah was deeply entrenched in 
radical Islamic politics. Neverthe-
less, in recent years, he strove to 
distance himself from the extremist 
organization’s Iran-influenced lead-

ership and even began to espouse 
some relatively progressive social 

views on gender relations, wom-
en’s rights and family life. Despite 
having been an early supporter of 
the Iranian revolution, he realized 
that no leader is totally infallible 
and subsequently became an out-
spoken critic of wilayat al-faqih, 
the Iranian system of government 
in which the top Shiite religious 
leader exercises absolute authority.
 The liberal positions he ad-
opted and publicized on his web-
site indicated a tolerant, moderate 
streak in a devoutly religious man 
who indeed never swayed from his 
uncompromising and strident criti-
cism of Israel. In his last sermon, 
issued July 1 on his website, Fad-
lallah warned against the “Judaiza-
tion” of Jerusalem, saying Israeli 
authorities would, “by means of the 
biggest colonization scheme” ever, 
confiscate Palestinian property and 
drive Arabs out of the city. Further-
more, in a letter penned to Presi-
dent Obama last year and published 
online by CNN, Fadallalah wrote, 
“The size of support and cover-up 
provided by your country for the Zi-
onist entity has become known. The 

subsequent American policies have 
contributed to the loss of the Pales-
tinian cause, despite the ratification 
of many Security Council resolu-
tions.” It is, therefore, not shock-
ing that Fadlallah’s name appeared 
on a U.S. list of Specially Desig-
nated Nationals, which identifies 
people and organizations U.S. citi-
zens are banned from dealing with.
 Still, Fadlallah’s accom-
plishments as an open-minded, 
sympathetic individual and symbol-
ic bridge between religious divides 
are not to be overlooked. In a region 
of persistent authoritarianism and 
boundless gender inequality, Fad-
lallah preached messages of democ-
racy and spoke out against domestic 
violence—including verbal abuse—
and in favor of women in the work-
place, inviting cascades of damning 
criticism from his conservative Is-
lamic colleagues. In more concrete 
terms, Fadlallah issued a ruling in 
2007 that encouraged women to de-
fend themselves against violence. 
Another ruling banned female cir-
cumcision. He also established a 
network of schools and orphanages 
in the Shiite suburbs of Beirut and 
in southern Lebanon that were lav-
ished with funds by his mostly mid-
dle-class supporters. With regard to 
the United States, of whom he was 
a staunch and unrelenting critic, he 
condemned the September 11th at-
tacks, telling Al Jazeera that they 
were “not compatible with sharia 
[Islamic] law.” Speaking with the 
UK’s Guardian, Abed Berro, a bank 
worker who considered Fadlallah to 
be a “second father,” said, “He was 
open to Christians and Sunnis and 
wanted unity in the Arab world. He 
opposed America’s support for Isra-
el against the Palestinians because 
he was against injustice, but he was 
never against the American people.”
 Finding a replacement for 

Fadlallah who is as relatively pro-
gressive and broad-minded as he 
once was will be a challenge -- per-
haps an insurmountable one. Ac-
cording to 22-year-old Zeinab al-
Jawhari in the Guardian, “Nobody 
can take his place.” In the words 
of Lebanese Prime Minister Saad 
Hariri, quoted in the Los Angeles 
Times, “[Fadlallah] represented…a 
voice of moderation and an advo-
cate of unity among the Lebanese 
in particular and the Muslims in 
general. He rejected strife and is-
sued fatwas [religious rulings] to 
prohibit it, calling for dialogue as 
a way to elevate logic in address-
ing contentious issues.” Ultimately, 
Fadlallah’s death highlights a vac-
uum of spiritual leadership within 
Lebanon’s Shiite community and 
will almost certainly incite a power 
struggle within the religious estab-
lishment. Oussama Safa, director 
of the Lebanese Center for Policy 
Studies, predicted in an interview 
with the Los Angeles Times that 
many Lebanese will now turn to 
Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, the rel-
atively moderate Najaf-based cleric 
and Iraq’s most revered Shiite cler-
ic, for spiritual guidance. Safa also 
stressed that finding a replacement 
will be a test of Iran’s influence in 
Lebanon. “The Iranians will want 
someone closer to their thinking,” 
he said in a telephone interview 
with Bloomberg. “It’s unlikely that 
the Iranians can impose a succes-
sor, but one will have to be at least 
suitable to them.” At the very least, 
it is known that Fadlallah’s eldest 
son, Jafar, will now take control 
of the late Grand Ayatollah’s net-
work of orphanages and religious 
institutes. It is unclear whether he 
will also carry on his father’s re-
ligious and ideological legacy.
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By taskiN rahmaN

 On April 20, 2010, the 
Deepwater Horizon, an offshore 
drilling unit owned by Transocean 
and leased by BP Inc. for operation 
in the Gulf of Mexico, exploded 
as a result of an upsurge of meth-
ane gas in the drill column. In the 
three months that followed, an es-
timated 206 million gallons of oil 
were released into the Gulf, making 
the Deepwater Horizon catastrophe 
the largest spill in U.S. history. The 
large majority of the 126 workers 
on the rig were safely evacuated 
at the time of the explosion. Sadly, 
seventeen workers were injured, 
and eleven lost their lives in the 
fateful blast. Overshadowing their 
tragic and untimely deaths, how-
ever, was the protracted and contro-
versial effort to stem the leak and 
clean up the oil spill, during which 

both the federal government and BP 
were forced to respond to an angry 
and frustrated American people.
 Immediately following the 
explosion, President Obama sent 
federal regulators to investigate all 
oil rigs in the Gulf region and at-
tempt to pinpoint the cause of the 
Deepwater Horizon failure. While 
the investigation concerning the 
cause of the explosion was being 
conducted, Obama ordered that 
no new offshore drilling leases be 
issued in the Gulf until the inves-
tigations’ findings were released. 
Despite the obvious financial loss 
of the oil companies who were pro-
hibited from drilling, Obama said 
that this decision would ultimately 
be beneficial to both the oil compa-
nies and the nation at large. A spill 
of such unprecedented magnitude 
warranted a thorough examination 
before the continuation of activity; 

a repeat explosion would hurt not 
only the ecosystem and the econo-
my of the Gulf States but also the oil 
companies, who would be respon-
sible for debilitating clean-up costs. 
The investigation concluded on 
May 11 without a definitive cause 
for the explosion, however, and 
thus Interior Secretary Ken Salazar 
issued a six-month moratorium on 
deepwater offshore drilling in the 
outer continental shelf. Despite the 
financial implications for oil com-
panies, Salazar echoed the President 
in saying that the risk of another oil 
spill occurring justified the ban.
 BP was slow to act in the 
early stages of a spill. Footage 
emerged of CEO Tony Hayward 
racing sailboats instead of work-
ing to solve the crisis, and several 
insensitive remarks he made about 
the spill’s effect on his personal 
life were leaked to the press, lead-

ing to mass public disapproval and 
criticism. Finally, in late May, BP 
created a special response division 
headed by top executive (and new 
BP CEO) Bob Dudley to manage 
cleanup efforts and devise methods 
to stem the flow of oil from gush-
ing well, many of which were given 
colorful names. Early attempts in-
cluded trying to close the well’s 
blowout preventer using the “top 
kill” method of plugging it with ce-
ment, placing a containment dome 
over the well (“top hat”), sending 
robots to cut the pipe and install a 
new tube leading to a tanker on the 
surface (“saw and cap”), and the 
now infamous “junk shot,” which 

Continued on Page 10
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Lebanon Mourns Loss of 
Voice of Moderation

Oil Spill in Gulf of Mexico Stuns Nation

Fadlallah’s funeral drew hundreds 
of thousands. Photo: The Guardian



By catheriNe lUsseNhop

 Despite weak efforts to 
paint Elena Kagan as a softball-
playing butch lesbian, the former 
Dean of Harvard Law School was 
sworn in as the Supreme Court’s 
newest Associate Justice on Au-
gust 7. Kagan replaced Justice John 
Paul Stevens after his retirement.
 The newly-confirmed justice 
is a graduate of Princeton Univer-
sity, Oxford University, and Har-
vard Law School, and has taught at 
the University of Chicago and Har-
vard Law Schools. She also served 
as Associate White House Counsel 
under President Clinton and Solici-
tor General under President Obama.
 Though Kagan seemed like 
an obvious and uncontroversial 
choice for Obama’s nomination, 
the legal scholar was dogged by 
bizarre attacks. The most repeated 
was the assertion that Kagan is a les-
bian. It started when, in a blog post 
about Obama’s “Top 10” potential 
nominees, blogger Ben Domenech 
said if appointed, she would be the 
“first openly gay justice.” He has 
since retracted his claim, but has 
defended himself in the Huffing-
ton Post by writing that the appar-
ently untrue rumor was “mentioned 
casually on multiple occasions by 
friends and colleagues -- including 
students at Harvard, Hill staffers, 
and in the sphere of legal academia 
-- who know Kagan personally.” 
Domenech’s intention was not to at-
tack—but he perpetuated the rumor.
 Next, the Wall Street Jour-
nal chose a photo of Kagan play-
ing softball to accompany an article 
about her nomination. Of course, 
that doesn’t say anything by itself, 

but it’s hard to believe that no one 
at the news desk knew about the 
longstanding association between 
softball and lesbians. Cathy Ren-
na, formerly of GLAAD (Gay and 
Lesbian Alliance Against Defama-
tion), told the Daily Telegraph, “It 
clearly is an allusion to her being 
gay. It’s just too easy a punch line.”
 After the White House at-
tempted to quash the rumors, Joe 
Scarborough of Morning Joe still 
wouldn’t drop the issue. “Appar-
ently, I didn’t know this, but soft-
ball bat symbolizes a certain life-
style,” he said. Pat Buchanan added 
his special brand of insight when 
he attempted to connect Kagan’s 
lesbianism with the assertion that 
she kicked military recruiters off 
of Harvard’s campus (an assertion 
which is also untrue; Kagan briefly 
restricted access to recruiters, but 
only after the U.S. Court of Appeals 
ruled that law schools could do so).
 Kagan is not gay; the White 
House and several other sources have 

vehemently denied the allegations. 
But as Ben Domenech, the blogger 
who unintentionally helped start the 
rumors, wondered, would it matter if 
she were? Other than being an his-
toric appointment, Kagan’s sexual-
ity would (or should) have exactly 
zero impact on her interpretation of 
the Constitution. The White House’s 
brusque denial of the rumors is al-
most more upsetting. They responded 
to the rumors by saying they denied 
the “false charges” about Kagan’s 
sexuality. As Huffington Post blog-
ger Michael Kieschnik asked, since 
when is it a “charge” to be a lesbian?
 But despite the half-heart-
ed attempts to misdirect attention 
from her experience, Kagan was 
confirmed by the full Senate in a 
63-37 vote. Furthermore, the at-
tacks lobbied against her were tame 
compared to what previous Obama 
nominee Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
endured. There were no shouts of 
“affirmative action” or “racist.” Pat 
Buchanan even wondered if Ka-
gan’s appointment meant that there 
would be “too many Jews” on the 
Supreme Court. I doubt he ever 
wondered if there were “too many” 
white Christian men on the bench.
 Kagan’s nomination leaves 
the Court with four conserva-
tives (Scalia, Alito, Roberts, and 
Thomas), three liberals (Ginsburg, 
Breyer, and Sotomayor), the mod-
erate Anthony Kennedy, and…Jus-
tice Kagan. Where does the newest 
Justice fall in the informal assess-
ment of the Court’s political lean-
ings? Kagan seems to be more 
moderate than one might expect. It 
is ironic that Democrats are brand-
ed the party of “judicial activism” 
when the heaviest agenda-pushing 

judges are in fact conservative.
 On some hot-button is-
sues, Kagan should be reliably lib-
eral. She is pro-choice and supports 
taxpayer-funded abortion clinics.  
However, her support for gay mar-
riage is only lukewarm. Though she 
supports the repeal of Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell, when asked about con-
stitutional rights to marriage dur-
ing her confirmation hearings for 
Solicitor General in 2009, Kagan 
said, “There is no federal constitu-
tional right to same-sex marriage.”
 She also takes a rather per-
missive view toward expansion of 
presidential power. Since 9/11, after 
which President Bush pushed ex-
ecutive privilege uncomfortably far, 
the issue has been controversial. In 
her 2009 Solicitor General hearing, 
Kagan expressed support for broad 
wartime authorities regarding deten-
tion of enemy combatants. In a 2001 
law review article, she also argued 
that a more “robust” presidency 
could achieve progressive goals, 
an idea that some would dispute.
 It’s not clear at this point 
what kind of a vote Kagan will be 
on the Court. She will by no means 
be a Scalia or a Thomas, but she 
may prove to be more of a moderate 
than most liberals were hoping for. 
Do not despair, though: despite her 
more moderate stances on some is-
sues, Kagan has long been an advo-
cate for progressive policies. What 
will the Kagan appointment mean 
for important upcoming cases, such 
as the Proposition 8 challenge that 
will undoubtedly soon reach the Su-
preme Court? Only time will tell.
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involved trying to fill the blown well 
with golf balls, tires, and other gar-
bage. Despite the countless hours 
and finances spent by BP using 
these tactics, none of them worked 
effectively. While these efforts were 
underway, a relief well that would 
divert the flow of oil was being 
built by Transocean under the guid-
ance of BP and the US government.
 Finally, on July 15th, BP an-
nounced that they had stopped the 
flow of oil with a new, tighter-fitting 
cap, allowing Americans to breathe 
a collective sigh of relief. Even 
though the flow has ceased, howev-
er, the environmental damage from 
the spill remains over a month later, 
and it is far reaching. Oil has washed 
up on 580 square miles of coastline 
in various locations, such as Pensac-
ola Beach in Florida.  Multiple un-
derwater oil plumes, some as deep 
as 4600 feet, have also been found 
in the region. The petroleum toxic-

ity and oxygen depletion caused by 
the spill has endangered more than 
400 species of animals native to the 
region including gulls, pelicans, 
and several rare species of turtles, 
such as the Kemp’s Ridley turtle; 
by the end of July, more than 3000 
dead animals had been collected by 
officials. The contamination of sea 
food, such as crabs whose shells 
had been mixed with oil-and-dis-
persant, led to many state govern-
ments to ban commercial fishing; 
the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration had already 
prohibited fishing in approximately 
6800 square miles of contaminated 
federal waters in May. This ban 
later extended to 87,000 square 
miles and cost the fishing industry 
$2.5 billion. Gulf state economies 
were also hurt by reduced tourism, 
as fewer tourists wanted to visit re-
sorts close to the clean-up effort.
 Although the news cycle 
has largely moved past the story, it 
still remains uncertain exactly who 

is responsible for the spill, who de-
serves to be criticized, and for what 
reasons. On the political side, the 
Obama administration was attacked 
for what many saw as a lethargic 
response to the environmental cri-
sis and a reluctance to rebuke BP 
for their failures. To combat this 
criticism, the president delivered a 
speech on June 15th, his first from 
the Oval Office, attacking BP for 
their “recklessness”, and vowing to 
make them pay. Despite criticism of 
the speech as weak and indecisive, 
the following day the president met 
with Tony Hayward and other senior 
BP executives at the White House, 
after which BP announced they had 
agreed to set aside $20 billion for a 
special Gulf cleanup fund and cancel 
dividend payments to shareholders 
in 2010. Though this decision was 
not an admission of guilt but rather 
the outcome of a contractual obliga-
tion BP felt it had due to its leasing 
of the well, these results speak vol-
umes about both President Obama’s 

negotiation skills and BP’s willing-
ness to help solve the ecological di-
saster they had a hand in creating. 
The president should have met with 
BP executives earlier, however, as 
it is best to deal directly with the 
central authority to seek a quick 
resolution in a crisis situation. His 
reasoning for not doing so is hard 
to discern; perhaps Obama decided 
to delay meeting with Hayward and 
others because he is more interested 
in actions than the empty prom-
ises commonly offered by CEOs.
 The extent to which BP is 
responsible for the spill remains 
unclear as well. A Congressional 
investigation eventually released a 
statement saying that the cause of 
the Deepwater Horizon explosion 
was a hydraulic leak and a failed 
battery from the rig’s blowout pre-
venter, which was built by Cam-
eron International Corporation and 

Continued on Page 11

Oil Spill Damages Gulf Coast, BP Profits

Justice Elena Kagan    
      Photo: newsrealblog.com
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operated by Transocean employ-
ees. BP only leased the equipment. 
It is for this reason that although 
BP could and should have had 
stronger safety standards in place, 
the company does not deserve the 
great public disapproval that has 
arisen toward it. Even though BP 
was reluctant at first to assume re-
sponsibility, validating the initial 
public outcry against them, they 
have since become a key player in 
attempts to resolve the crisis. With 
the creation of a special response 
division and the establishing of 
the $20 billion relief fund, the 
general public’s tirade against BP 
should have lessened significantly, 
especially as BP began to pay the 
23,000 claims filed by out-of-work 
fisherman and resorts that have lost 
business as a result of the spill. 
9000 have already been settled, 
and this is a clear indication that 
the company is working to make 
amends. Furthermore, BP has even 

gone above its contractual obliga-
tion by agreeing to pay the State of 
Louisiana $100 million for the oil 
workers who find themselves un-
employed due to the drilling mora-
torium. Though it’s often difficult to 
sympathize with a multinational oil 
corporation, BP has finally stepped 
up to the plate, and it does not de-
serve the boycotts that continue to 
drive business from its gas stations.
 Politically, the country has 
moved on. Despite early criticisms, 
President Obama was ultimately 
able to ensure that all parties who 
suffered from the oil spill were ade-
quately compensated (or at least that 
the mechanisms to compensate them 
were created), but that BP wasn’t 
unduly punished. In this manner, 
Obama was able to keep a balance 
between free-market capitalism 
and government regulation. The is-
sue of America’s addiction to fossil 
fuels, however, remains unsolved.
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After the Ithaca Common Council’s approval to allow the infamous chain-

link fences to remain on the bridges until August, Cornell has installed new 

aesthetically pleasing fences. They are black wire and “less reflective and 

easier to see through,” according to landscape architect David Cutter via the 

Cornell Chronicle. These new fences are a temporary solution and it may 

be quite some time before a permanent barrier is erected on the bridges. 

I am personally in favor or converting the bridges into giant glass tubes.

Cornell will no longer be a seven-college university in 
the near future. Over the summer, a generous $25 mil-
lion donation prompted the creation of the Charles H. 
Dyson School of Applied Economics and Management, 
named after the generous benefactor’s father with the 
aim of creating the longest possible college name. While 
the school remains in CALS, it is likely that it will be-
come its own separate school. Cynics report that already 
the Dyson School ranks somewhere between the Hotel 
School and ILR in terms of difficulty and grade inflation.

Philanthropist Paul Milstein, namesake of the soon-to-be-

completed Milstein Hall, died on August 8th of this year at 

the age of 88. Milstein has tremendous family connections 

to Cornell; two children, a son-in-law and several grand-

children are alumni. The building, a large construction 

zone near Sibley Hall since June of last year, will eventu-

ally be a modernist structure designed by Rem Koolhaas.

Hansen Clarke `84 defeated longtime Rep. Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick (D-MI) in the Democratic primary 
for the House seat. He is likely to be the next Cornellian in Congress as the district is a deep shade of blue. 
His story in college is quite inspiring: after a difficult first year, he went back home to Michigan and “liv-
ing on food stamps and struggling to survive,” according to freep.com. The neighborhood raised money for him 
to return to Cornell where he flourished, became a student trustee (beating Ann Coulter `84 in the process) 
and finished with a degree in fine arts. Now, Clarke is poised to be a welcome Big Red voice on Capitol Hill.

Students crossing the bridge to Collegetown last year, 
when there were chain-link fences   
   Photo: Washington Monthly
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Newt [Gingrich] is so pro-marriage, he can’t stop doing 
it. He is so morally upright, that he’s only had sex after 
he was married. Just not always to the woman he was 
married to. — Stephen Colbert

The U.S. Postal Service reported a $3.5 billion loss in the last quarter, which established it as 
the federal government’s most successful enterprise. — Jay Leno

This week in 1861, the first feder-
al income tax was instituted to pay for 
the Civil War. These days, we don’t wor-
ry about that kind of stuff. Our wars 

are paid for by our grandchildren. 
— Jay Leno

Sarah Palin was delivering a 
speech and she said “refudiate.” It’s 

not a word — you have refute and repu-
diate, and she combined them. A lot of 

times that will happen and people will con-
fuse combinations of words. I remember a 
couple years ago John McCain mistak-
enly combined the words Vice President 

and Palin. — David Letterman

A federal judge struck down Cali-
fornia’s gay marriage ban. In West 

Hollywood, gay men were dancing in 
the streets with rainbow flags and 
playing techno music, and then they 

heard about the ruling and they went 
crazy. – Craig Ferguson

 Jon Stewart, responding to John McCain’s 
catchy new acronym B.I.O.B. (Blame it on Bush): 
H.R.W.A.T.P.T.R.T.C.I.T.G -- He Really Was A Terrible Presi-
dent That Ran The Country Into The Ground.

There were reports over the week-
end that BP’s CEO Tony Hayward 

could resign within the next two days. 
Two days. Of course, in BP time, that’s 

like six months. — Jimmy Fallon

In Portland, Oregon, a 7-year-
old girl’s lemonade stand was 

shut down by the police because she 
didn’t get a $120 business license. 
On the bright side, by closing her 
business, she’s now eligible for a 
$108,000 government bailout. — 

Jay Leno


