
By Sam Ferenc 

 On Wednesday, April 15, 
popularly known as Tax Day, over 
half a million Americans took to the 
streets and public spaces of their mu-
nicipalities to stage modern-day “Tea 
Parties,” protests against supposedly 
unfair and undue federal taxation 
they policies. Most were speaking 
out against the Keynesian economic 
policies of the Obama administration, 
fearing the “theft” of money from 
future generations whom they claim 
will be shouldered with the burden 
of paying for the recent bailouts and 
stimulus packages. Many also used the 
opportunity to voice other concerns 
they have about the state of American 
politics; signs and placards were seen 
across the country accusing Presi-
dent Obama of being an irresponsible 

spender, a Muslim, a socialist, and in 
some cases, a Nazi. In Texas, signs 
calling for secession dotted crowds.
 This type of protest is cer-
tainly not unheard of; indeed, our 
First Amendment rights guarantee 
our freedoms of speech and peace-
ful assembly. Rather unique to this 
set of protests, however, was the fact 
that they were covered extensively, 
supported, and even encouraged by 
the right-wing news media, namely 
Fox News. For weeks leading up to 
the event, Fox and other conserva-
tive news organizations touted the 
Tea Parties, citing them as a modern 
example of our fundamental rights 
and duties as Americans. Conser-
vative commentator Sean Hannity 
went so far as to broadcast his show 
from outside the Georgia State Capi-
tol on the night of the fifteenth, with 

cheering protestors as a backdrop. 
 There is a key issue here 
that must be brought to light. For 
Hannity, Glenn Beck, and a legion 
of bloggers to publicly encour-
age the Tea Parties is one thing.
 But for Fox News anchors, 
who supposedly bring a “fair and 
balanced” perspective, to openly 
champion these protests as well, is 
quite another, despite the fact that 
they insisted the events were non-
partisan. Watching Fox News’ lead-
up to the protests, one heard claims 
that the tea parties were to be calls 
for “real” economic solutions (as op-
posed to the obviously fake attempts 
the Obama administration and Con-
gress have been making), and other 
blatantly conservative assertions 
that do not indicate a neutral, unbi-
ased position. Fox’s behavior is not 

surprising or even particularly new, 
but it shows that the network con-
tinues to be at ease with the glar-
ing contradictions between their tag 
line and their political tendencies.
 Also unsurprising but off-
putting was the reaction to and cov-
erage of the Tea Parties by MSNBC, 
who dubbed the events “teabagging,” 
which as anyone who has spent time 
in a middle school knows is a sexual 
innuendo wildly inappropriate for 
national prime-time television. On 
both The Rachel Maddow Show and 
Countdown with Keith Olbermann, 
the term was used in thinly-veiled 
sexual jokes that continued for sev-

By catherine LuSSenhop 

 Last week, approximately 250 
students gathered on the Arts Quad 
in a show of solidarity and support 
for senior Christopher Donohoe. For 
about 20 minutes, the students stood 
quietly outside McGraw Hall as both 
confused and supportive passersby 
looked on. Donohoe had been a mem-
ber of the campus Christian group 
Chi Alpha and was asked to step 
down from his leadership position 
when he revealed that he had chosen 
to act on his “homosexual desires.” 
 I had a lot of preconceived 
notions about Donohoe’s story be-
fore I heard it directly from him. 
I mentally demonized Chi Alpha, 
conjuring up a great deal of righ-
teous indignation. I imagined that 
Donohoe had been removed from 
leadership out of the blue and with 
no explanation. But as is often the 
case, the story was not so simple. 

 Donhoe grew up in a very 
religious family in a small town in 
central Florida. He came out at a 
young age and was under the impres-
sion that his desires were something 
to be suppressed. He struggled with 

them until he came to college, and 
when he arrived at Cornell he joined 
Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship.
 Donohoe felt as though he 
had found people with whom he 
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By JacoB arem

While continuing to devote at-
tention to numerous critical domes-
tic issues, the Obama administration 
has been quietly shaking up ties with 
several foreign countries. Relations 
with Syria appear to be thawing while 
direct diplomatic talks with Iran look 
plausible. President Barack Obama 
has also departed from long-stand-
ing foreign policy by taking a fresh 
look at Cuba. At the recent Summit 
of the Americas, Obama pledged 
a “new beginning” with Cuba.

 “We view the present policy 
as having failed,” is how Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton described 
policy towards Cuba. This would 
seem obvious to most observers, but 
it is notable for such a high-ranking 
government official to admit failure. 

 The United States has been 
at odds with Cuba since Fidel Cas-
tro came to power in 1959 and has 
imposed a comprehensive trade 
embargo on the island. The Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency sponsored 
the failed Bay of Pigs invasion 
in 1961, where American-trained 
Cuban exiles landed in Cuba and 
attempted to stir up revolt but 
were crushed within three days.

The CIA hatched many plots 
to discredit Castro. One involved 
giving him a dose of LSD before he 
gave a speech, while others aimed 
to lace his cigars with chemicals 
designed to disorient him. Another 
scheme focused on placing a chemi-
cal in Castro’s shoes to cause his 
beard to fall out, while yet another 
would have presented Castro with a 
new diving suit lined with chemicals 
to give him skin disease. Whether or 
not any of these plans were carried 
out, the proliferation of such plots has 

led historians such as Don Bohning to 
diagnose Cold War American admin-
istrations with a “Castro Obsession.”

Add to that decades of tight 
economic sanctions and Castro’s 
resilience becomes an embarrass-
ment to the United States govern-
ment. A regime the United States 
has bitterly opposed for 60 years 
remains intact a mere 90 miles 
away from American shores.

While President George W. 
Bush strengthened the embargo 
against Cuba, the tide seems to be 
turning now. Thankfully, Obama 
is reviewing policy towards Cuba. 
Maybe Obama realizes that the 
Cuban government poses virtu-
ally no threat to the United States, 
and that it is not bent on export-
ing Communist revolution and 
thus does not deserve the embargo.

Change is on the agenda in 
Cuba, too. Since coming to power, 
Raúl Castro, Fidel’s brother, has 
taken several small but significant 
steps in reforming Cuba. He is not 
a crusading liberal, but has given 
more leeway to Cuban consum-
ers and farmers. While Fidel re-
fused to discuss many issues, Raul 
has demonstrated a willingness 
to talk about political prisoners, 
press freedom, and human rights.

With a new American admin-
istration and a Cuban leadership ap-
parently interested in engagement, 
the time is right for further nor-
malization of relations with Cuba.

Last week, the United States 
Congress loosened up restrictions 
on Cuban Americans, making it 
easier for them to visit Cuba and 
send remittances to relatives. While 
Bush restricted Cuban Americans 
from making visits back home 
more than once every three years, 

Obama said there were “no bet-
ter ambassadors for freedom than 
Cuban Americans.” While Cuba 
greets two million tourists a year 
from Canada and Europe, it is still 
very difficult for Americans to visit.

The United States should 
seize this opportunity to open up 
a dialogue with Raúl Castro’s re-
gime. Obama has stated that further 
openness with Cuba will depend 
on its steps toward liberalization. 
The United States should use its 
economic leverage to pressure the 
Cuban government to release po-
litical prisoners and increase its 
respect for freedom of expression. 
However, it would be naïve to wait 
until Cuba is a fully-functioning 
liberal democracy to resume trade. 
Why apply those standards to Cuba 
but not to China or Saudi Arabia? 

Moreover, 80% of Demo-
crats and 70% of Americans want 
the travel embargo on Cuba lifted, 
while 56% of Americans want to 
be able to purchase Cuban prod-
ucts. Nearly half of Americans 
support reestablishing diplomatic 
relations with Cuba with less than 
a quarter opposed to doing so. 

A bill in the Senate, which 
would lift all travel restrictions, 
is supported by a broad coalition 
including the American Farm Bu-
reau Federation, the United States 
Chamber of Commerce, and Human 
Rights Watch. The European Union 
recently lifted all sanctions on Cuba 
and pledged a 40-million-euro aid 
package. It is time the United States 
opens high-level talks with Cuba 
to normalize trade and diplomatic 
ties and end this 50-year stalemate.
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By JoSh uhr

 If you’ve been able to lift 
your head up from a textbook re-
cently, Cornellians, you’ve prob-
ably heard that the MV Maersk Ala-
bama, an American cargo ship, was 
recently hijacked by pirates off of 
the African coast. Wait, you might 

be thinking. Pirates?! They still ex-
ist? Well, modern pirates don’t have 
swords or scraggy black beards. 
They don’t sport eye patches or fly 
flags with white skulls contrasted 
with black backgrounds. And they 
certainly don’t don wooden pegs 
for legs or steel hooks for hands. 
 All of these things are rem-
nants of a partly bygone, partly ro-
manticized era. But take away the 
excessive accessories and some 
minor details, and you will find 
that today’s pirates are like the 
ones Disney loves to portray, with 
some obvious differences. Today’s 
pirate, for instance, arms himself 
with weapons and tools far more 
powerful than his counterparts 
of the past. Forget swords. These 
days, pirates that plague the coasts 
of many developing countries have 
big guns (often machine guns or 
even grenade launchers), an abun-
dance of ammo, and speedboats, 
among other resources that con-
tribute to their increasing power.
 Most of us are blissfully 
unaware about the immense pow-
er these pirates possess, and the 
problems they pose in the modern 
world. Naturally so – the United 
States Navy and the Coast Guard 
have virtually eliminated piracy 
in U.S. waters and the Caribbean 
Sea. But in many regions of the 
world, particularly in the Strait of 
Malacca (a waterway that connects 
the Indian and Pacific Oceans), 
the waters between the Red Sea 
and the Indian Ocean, and off the 
coast of Somalia, piracy is rampant. 
 But just how much of a threat 
is piracy to the global community 
when it is found mostly in the wa-
ters of less-developed nations? Ac-
cording to the Heritage Foundation, 
global losses from piracy could 
amount to as much as $16 billion 
each year. In 2007 alone, the Inter-
national Maritime Bureau report-
ed 263 pirate attacks, an increase 

of 10% over the previous year. 
 Fortunately, however, most 
instances of piracy do not result 
in the death of the victim. Instead, 
it appears as if the modern pirate 
prefers to kidnap the victims. Such 
was the case in the last week’s MV 
Maersk Alabama case, which has 
made the long-ignored issue of pi-
racy salient for many Americans.
 In this case, pirates over-
whelmed the unarmed crew of the 
Alabama 280 miles off the coast of 
Somalia’s port city, Eyl. Captain 
Richard Phillips, now hailed by some 
in the United States as an American 
hero, surrendered himself to the pi-
rates in exchange for the safety of 
his crew. And so three pirates, the 
fourth being held on board after the 
crew was able to reclaim their ship, 
held Phillips hostage in a lifeboat.
 This saga came to a joy-
ous end a couple of days ago when 
Navy SEAL snipers shot and killed 
Phillips’ captors. Since then, con-
forming to the apparent norm of 

non-state actors vowing to harm 
the United States, pockets of pi-
rates have promised to retaliate. 
The Obama Administration, as ex-
pected, has vowed to try to end pi-
racy, although no comprehensive 
plan to do so has been released.
 To be honest, although I 
trust President Obama and believe 
he is a thousand times more capable 
of tackling the issue of piracy than 
his predecessor was, I highly doubt 
he will be able to eradicate the 
problem. Why? Because piracy is a 
complicated phenomenon that is a 
result, in a large part, of the inabil-
ity of local governments to prevent 
it. The government (or lack thereof) 
of Somalia, a major hotspot for pi-
rate activity, is essentially powerless 
against the heavily armed and mighty 
pirates that patrol its coastline. 
 If sovereign nations can-
not curb the trend of piracy in their 
own waters, how can the United 
States do so, especially once we 
consider that piracy is so wide-
spread in the developing world?
 One of the most effective 
ways to prevent piracy is to litter 
pirate–active waterways with mili-
tary vessels. Although the United 
States has an impressively large 
and powerful Navy, it would be im-
practical to spend so much time and 
energy keeping ships in waterways 
that pirates are known to inhabit. 
There are, after all, many more im-
portant functions of the Navy than 
piracy prevention.    
Furthermore, with all of the more 
pressing issues facing the United 
States right now—including the 
economic downturn and the War in 
Iraq—it doesn’t seem that efforts 
to thwart global piracy could (or 

should) realistically be high on the 
Obama Administration’s agenda. 
 Whether or not the U.S. 
follows through with its promise 
to end piracy will be interesting to 
see, but the fact remains that pi-
racy today is a very tangible prob-
lem. If it cannot be completely 

stopped—and this is very likely—
it must be addressed in one way or 
another. Otherwise, the problem 
will assuredly continue to grow.
 The institution of piracy has 
evolved with time, as have the pi-
rates themselves—from sword-car-
rying, gold coin-seeking men to ma-
chine gun-carrying, ransom-seeking 
predators—and there is no indica-
tion that this evolutionary trajectory 
will come to an end anytime soon.
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Can International Piracy Be Stopped?

These days, pirates 
that plague the waters 

of many developing 
countries’ coasts 

have big guns, and 
abundance of much 

ammo, and speedboats, 
among other resources 
that contribute to their 

increasing power.

Piracy has been 
estimated to cause 

as much as $16 
billion in global 
losses each year.

Somali pirates are shown here with tools that their 
counterparts of the past did not have: grenade launchers and speedboats.

Most recent pirate attacks 
have occurred off the 

coasts of Somalia and Yemen.
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NIH Embryonic Stem Cell Research 
Guidelines are a Wise Compromise

By ViVian cheng

 When President Obama re-
scinded Bush’s ban on federal funding 
for most human embryonic stem cell 
research on March 9, 2009, the scien-
tific world celebrated a great victory. 
A month later, we are forced to con-
front the reality that such a victory is 
not without its limits. Obama ordered 
the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) to draft guidelines for embry-
onic stem cell research which were 
announced on April 17, 2009. Most 
notable among the guidelines is the 
strict rule that stem cell lines can only 
be obtained from embryos remaining 
after fertility procedures. Such ex-
cess embryos would be discarded in 
any case. Although these guidelines 
have been criticized as an excessive 
compromise with pro-life support-
ers, the NIH perceptively balanced 
the public’s ethical concerns with 
the necessities for scientific progress.
 In addition to only funding 
already discarded embryos, the NIH 
draft requires individual informed 
consent from all donors, no financial 
incentives for embryo donation, and a 
clear division between research fund-
ed by taxpayer money and privately 
funded research that is free from the 

NIH’s rules. Donors must fully under-
stand that any benefits derived from 
research with their cells will not yield 
personal returns. The NIH prohibits 
the funding of human-animal hy-
brid research, in which human stem 
cells are mixed with animal cells.
 The surplus fertility embryo 

stipulation remains the most contro-
versial rule of all because it forbids 
the use of somatic cell nuclear trans-
fer (SCNT) to obtain embryonic stem 
cells. SCNT involves removing the 
nucleus of one egg cell and replacing 
it with the nucleus of a second cell to 
create a stem cell line identical to the 
donor. This technique would allow 
researchers to create disease-specific 

embryonic stem cell lines from pa-
tients with diseases like Parkinson’s 
to precisely test potential therapies. 
 Although this guideline is 
consistent with current federal laws 
that prohibit the use of government 
grants to create, damage, or destroy 
embryos solely for research, some 
researchers and patient advocates 
hoped that Obama’s executive or-
der would change this. Dr. Irving 
Weissman, director of Stanford’s 
Institute for Stem Cell Biology and 
Regenerative Medicine expressed 
his dismay with the NIH in a press 
release from the Stanford Univer-
sity Medical Center. Weissman was 
surprised that SCNT was banned 
since both the National Academy of 
Sciences and the International Soci-
ety for Stem Cell Research support 
the use of SCNT-derived cell lines. 
Weissman is involved in both orga-
nizations and noted that both played 
a role in shaping the NIH’s draft. 
 Despite the potential setback 
from testing therapies with disease-
specific stem cells, this was a prag-
matic move by the NIH. While we 
would like to think that March 9 was 
an instant win for science, we must 
still consider the ethical concerns 
it raises, or else federal funding for 

stem cell research could be delayed 
by strong opposition. Furthermore, 
the NIH encourages research on in-
duced pluripotent stem cells—adult 
stem cells reprogrammed to act 
identical to embryonic stem cells, 
which have the ability to differenti-
ate into any cell type. The guidelines 
ultimately give scientists what they 
wanted most—the ability to work 
with new, diverse stem cell lines. 
Having different stem cell lines is 
important because they are neces-
sary for research on therapies that 
may be applied to a wide population.
 While Bush essentially 
forced his restriction on researchers, 
the NIH’s current guideline revisions 
are subject to a 30-day comment 
period before issuing final regula-
tions, which is predicted to occur in 
July. Obama’s executive order also 
mandates that the NIH periodically 
update the guidelines, staying up to 
date with technological advances. 
With these new ethically and scien-
tifically sound rules, hopefully the 
NIH can soon use some of its $10 
billion received in stimulus funds 
to researching stem cell therapies.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi is briefed on stem cell research at J. David Gladstone Institutes.

Most notable among the 
guidelines is the strict 

rule that stem cell lines 
can only be obtained from 
embryos remaining after 

fertility procedures
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Angry Notre Dame Students Protest 
Obama’s Scheduled Commencement Address

By minaL Khan

 While most college students 
would be overjoyed at the prospect 
of having President Obama grace 
their campus with his presence, 
University of Notre Dame students 
have put up a front that is far from 
welcoming. Hundreds of students at 
Notre Dame recently staged a protest 
against their school’s decision to in-
vite President Obama to deliver this 
years commencement address. The 
criticism stems by and large from 
the numerous anti-abortion groups 
on campus, many of which have 
called the decision to invite Obama 
a “dark day” for the University. 
 The protest was organized 
by The Notre Dame Response, a 
coalition of student groups that was 
founded to oppose Obama’s invita-
tion because they disagree with his 
abortion policy as well as his stance 

on stem-cell research. Since Obama 
was elected, he has indeed expand-
ed federal funding for abortion, and 
initiated taxpayer-funded research 
on stem cell research. Both move-
ments have been regarded by pro-
testors as actions that “directly con-
tradict” Roman Catholic teachings. 
Since then, over 65,000 people have 
signed an online petition protesting 
Obama’s scheduled May 17 com-
mencement address at the University.
 Given the strong ties the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame has had with 
religion since it’s founding, it does not 
come off as a surprise that its students 
would react this way. The college is 
affiliated with the Congregation of the 
Holy Cross. As a result, the College’s 
Catholic identity permeates very 
deeply into students’ lives. More than 
90% of Notre Dame students identify 
themselves as Christian, with over 
80% of them being Catholic. There 
are numerous religious clubs and or-
ganizations at the school. Catholic 
Mass is often celebrated a 100 times 
per week on campus. Additionally, 
every classroom displays a crucifix. 
Given the strong sense of Catholi-
cism on campus, it seems natural that 
many students would be skeptical 

about welcoming a President that has 
a long-standing pro-abortion policy.
 But the sentiments of stu-
dents have gone way beyond skepti-
cism. Many are simply outraged. As 
the petition on notredamescandal.
com reads: “It is an outrage and a 
scandal that ‘Our Lady’s University,’ 
one of the premier Catholic univer-
sities in the United States, would 
bestow such an honor on President 
Obama given his clear support for 
policies and laws that directly con-
tradict fundamental Catholic teach-
ings on life and marriage.” This 
petition represents a widespread 
feeling among Notre Dame students. 
 Some responses have taken 
on an even more emotionally charged 
note.  Chris Labadie, Chairman of 
the Notre Dame Response, has gone 

a step further and said, “since 1973, 
a plague has ravished our country…
it’s not AIDS, Ebola, or the Black 
Death; it’s something far worse. It 
kills bodies and unborn souls. Now 
this plague has reached the gates of 
Notre Dame. It’s been invited inside 
by those who shouldn’t have let it.” 
 It seems that Notre Dame stu-
dents do not oppose simply Obama’s 
visit, but rather the fact that he is 
being offered an honorary award. 
Students fear that this gives off the 
message that Notre Dame condones 
and supports abortion, giving the 
signal that students are okay with it.
 But for spectators, as well 
as for the President of Notre Dame, 
Reverend John Jenkins, this fear 
is unfounded. Father Jenkins has 
clearly stated that the decision to 

offer Obama this honor “does not 
mean we support all of his positions.” 
 The invitation to Obama to 
come and speak at Notre Dame was 
not initiated to stir up resentment, 
but to open ground for conversation. 
Whether or not Notre Dame students 
agree with Obama’s policy on abor-
tion and stem cell research, they 
should view his arrival as an oppor-
tunity for positive engagement and 

debate.  Keeping this belief in mind, 
Reverend Jenkins has refused numer-
ous requests by outraged students to 
withdraw his invitation to Obama. 
As he has said, Obama will still be 
honored as an “inspiring leader” at 
the commencement. It is unfortunate, 
however, that many Notre Dame stu-
dents will not welcome him as such.
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Obama’s pro-choice 
policy and stance on 
stem-cell research 

are seen as a “direct 
contradiction” of Roman 

Catholic teachings.

    Notre Dame students 
fear that honoring 

Obama with an award 
gives off the message that 
they support abortion and 

stem-cell research.

The announcment that Obama will deliver this year’s commencement address at Notre Dame University 
angered many Notre Dame students, largely due to Obama’s pro-choice policies.



Proposed Electoral Laws in Florida Could 
Suppress Democratic Turnout
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By Zachary newKirK

 The wide electoral victories 
across the board in 2008 supposedly 
ended any lingering pain from the 
2000 election for Florida Democrats. 
However, new developments by the 
devious, Republican-dominated Flor-

ida legislature put the great hope of 
a perpetually Blue Florida back into 
question.
 Horror stories of voter sup-
pression in 2000, themselves master-
minded by partisan creatures such as 
Secretary of State Katherine Harris 
(the original Sarah Palin), are very 
real, but until recently were thought 

to be horror stories of the past. Flor-
ida Republicans are at it again after 
such an impressive Democratic turn-
out in November 2008. 
 Bills in the Florida legisla-
ture will make appalling changes to 
Floridian laws that will significantly 
hurt voters, especially those that lean 
Democrat. These changes, as listed in 
a recent New York Times op-ed, in-
clude making it illegal for anyone to 
be within one hundred feet of a line 
of voters. This includes any nonparti-
san worker for an election protection 
program from letting a voter know 
his or her rights. 
 The elderly population of 
Florida, a sizable bloc as any student 
at Cornell whose grandparents live 
in Miami-Dade or Broward counties 
can tell you, will also be significantly 
impacted by these changes. The el-
derly émigré crowd in South Florida 
is overwhelmingly Democratic and 
will no longer be able to use photo 
IDs issued by retirement homes as 
valid IDs. They would be forced to 
use a valid driver’s license. 
 What is the sense in this? Is 
a driver’s license more difficult to 
replicate than an old folks home ID? 
Just ask every other student here and 

they will have at least two fake driv-
er’s licenses. By keeping the elderly 
at home, lawmakers are effectively 
keeping more Democratic voters at 
home.
 Another piece of legisla-
tion introduced would force poten-
tial registered voters to turn in their 
registration forms within 48 hours of 
receiving them. Following the highly 
successful grassroots efforts in 2008 
to get poor and minority citizens 
registered, Republicans are trying to 
clamp down on future efforts by dis-
couraging grassroots organizations 
from organizing voter drives, at the 
risk of fines and possible imprison-
ment. 
 Again, this seems unneces-
sary. Does it make a difference if a 
potential new voter turns in his or her 
registration form within one day or 
one week? No, absolutely not. It is 
merely an arbitrary method to keep 
the successes of 2008 from happen-
ing again. Further, another law would 
force the state to purge voter rolls 
more often. This was a particularly 
sore point in 2000 when many Af-
rican-American voters found them-
selves purged. 
 If these laws pass without a 

fight, it will be not only frightening 
but a great step backward for Florida. 
One can only hope that the State Su-
preme Court will eventually see what 
these laws really are: voter suppres-
sion.  
 For a while, I found it diffi-
cult to keep attacking the Republicans 

while they were down. Yet their she-
nanigans continue to be so ridiculous 
and blatantly anti-democratic, espe-
cially in my home state of Florida, 
where they still enjoy a huge hold on 
power thanks to gerrymandering, that 
I cannot help but criticize our minor-
ity party. I can only hope that my fel-
low Floridians see through these vot-
er suppression acts and overwhelm 
the legislature to prevent them for 
passing. 

CP

Republicans are trying 
to clamp down on 

future voter 
registration efforts by 

discouraging 
grassroots 

groups from organizing 
voter drives, at the risk 
of fines and possible 

imprisonment.

Ethan Felder

One of my fondest memories at Cor-
nell was serving as a writer and Ed-
itor-in-Chief of the Cornell Progres-
sive. The newspaper was one of the 
first extra-curricular organizations 
I joined as a Freshman and quickly 
taught me journalistic skills. I was 
elected Editor-in-Chief along with 
Shai in the middle of my sophomore 
year. The job was my first-ever expe-
rience in a leadership position within 
an organization. The experience of 
marketing the paper, adding writ-
ers and new features, and increasing 
readership and content quality was 
tough but definitely worthwhile and 
fulfilling. It goes to show that when 
you throw yourself head deep into an 
issue or organization you care about, 
you are more than likely to see the 
benefits of your work in due time.

Thank You, Seniors!
Shai Akabas

Serving as Editor-in-Chief of The 
Progressive was one of the most re-
warding experiences that I have had 
in my time at Cornell. I want to thank 
all of the talented writers and editors 
that I worked with on staff for a great 
four years. The paper still has a lot 
of potential to grow and improve, 
and I’m confident that its current and 
future leadership will be able to suc-
cessfully navigate this challenge.

Samuel Levine

I have been a part of the Cornell 
Progressive since I was a sophomore 
at Cornell. As a junior, I served as 
international news editor and as a 
senior I was an Editor-in-Chief along 
with Elie Bilmes. Next year I will 
be in Brussels, Belgium, for a few 
months working for the Transatlantic 
Institute, a policy institute that fo-
cuses on the Middle East, and I will 
also spend time living and working 
in Egypt. I have deeply enjoyed my 
time as a part of the Cornell Progres-
sive, and I wish the new staff best of 
luck!

Mike Goldstein

I have been working for The Cornell 
Progressive as an Associate Editor 
since February 2007, and as Pollster 
since November 2007.  What began 
as a one-time poll regarding the 
presidential primary elections devel-
oped into a semi-regular feature for 
the next year and a half.  I am cur-
rently seeking a job as an actuary or 
as a statistician after my graduation 
in May.

A series of bills in the 
Florida legislature 

aims to suppress voter 
registration and 

turnout. 
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By SteVe poVeda

 My friend asked me not too 
long ago to start using Twitter. My 
first reaction was to wonder what in 
the world Twitter was, for I seriously 
did not know. She began explain-
ing and the only thing I understood 
from it all was that your thoughts 
were limited to a mere 140 charac-
ters. All I could do was gasp at how 
low we have come in terms of miti-
gating ideas, thoughts, and opinions. 
What ever happened to explaining 
what we meant? What ever happened 
to detail and creativity? My friends 
questioned my cynicism and I agree, 
I was simply joking, but it made me 
sit down and ask myself what Twitter 
and other similar services says about 
us as a society. 
 Prepare for a huge but logi-
cal extrapolation. Twitter, much like 
12seconds.tv, condenses information 
sharing among today’s youth. Even 
CNN is in on the gig by making away 
with a scrolling bottom and instead 
using short sentences to get news out. 
Never before has the condensation of 
information been so high. The aver-
age YouTube video length is around 
2.7 minutes. See, short videos get the 
message across whether it is in the 
form of entertainment or infotain-
ment. I come across videos of longer 
lengths and it seems like they are al-
ways the least watched. 
 Bloggers often note that lon-
ger postings get overlooked because 
they seem boring and deleterious to 
the eye. Their quick solution is cut-
ting their postings into blocks so there 
is more white space and the posting 
appears to be less of a ‘dreary read’ 
for impatient audiences. 
 Part of this condensation of 
information is related to our culture’s 
desire to constantly want information, 
instantly. Twitter, created by Cornel-
lian Jack Dorsey, plays into this by 
providing users with instant feeds of 
those who the user selects to follow. 
The key here, is that we want to in-

stantly know what’s going on without 
grappling through other, excess stuff.
 We no longer sit and read 
through a well-written article. Now, 
we peruse and skim through, search-
ing the text for words that pop out. 
I’m sure everyone has done it and 
it is usually not because we do not 
have time. We just choose to invest 
our time in other things like Ameri-
can Idol and watching people drop 
fecal matter on the floors of beautiful 
mansions. It’s apparent that our atten-
tion spans have lowered dramatically, 
and because of this, our future isn’t 
bright.
 The attention span crisis, as I 
like to call it, is something we’re all 
aware of, just not by that name. I find 
it funny when people claim to have 
ADD and ADHD and yet are only 
joking around because the truth of 
the matter is, we all have some form 
of attention deficiency. This is almost 
inevitable. 
 As televisions popped into 

every household, many people be-
came dependent on it for information 
and entertainment. Where I grew up, 
people would put a child in front of 
a television screen and call it baby-
sitting. That is how bad it has gotten. 
 With the consumer culture 
and vibrant colors of television, we 
were raised with our brains only ca-
pable of retaining a certain amount 
of information. It works like this: the 
television screen gives information 
in the form of shapes and colors, our 
brain receives information, the next 
image comes so fast our brains cannot 
process what we had just seen, thus, 
lowering our attention spans. MTV 
has become notorious for constantly 

changing camera angles to prevent 
the viewer from becoming bored. Is 
it still a conundrum as to why Music 
Television became Reality Televi-
sion?
 This gimme/instant culture 
has spawned and is now seen in just 
about everything including fast food, 
instant messaging, and even micro-
wavable soup, which you can con-
veniently find at Bear Necessities 
for about $1.99. What’s so bad about 
that? Probably nothing. Although 
some things are better instant, yes I’ll 
agree, it seems in other areas, we are 
headed towards a point of no return. 
 We must think of the children. 
When visiting my younger sister’s 
school, it surprised me to see so many 
8th graders dependent on a calculator 
for simple multiplication. I looked at 
these kids who never learned proper 
math skills and thought, “Society has 
failed them.” Once a tool to facilitate 
our mathematical equations, calcula-
tors are now used as the only way to 
solve a math problem.
 Society’s emphasis on the 
condensation of information into 
bite-sized bits has killed creativity. 
Many school curriculums are geared 
towards memorization for standard-
ized testing, not innovation. Quite 
frankly, this is a national security 
threat because we rely so much on 
creativity. Entrepreneurship requires 
creative and innovative minds. One 
can only imagine what our future 
holds should the country’s minds fall 
victim to shortened attention spans. 
 We see it around us when 
teens spend hours in front of the tele-
vision. Even news enthusiasts listen 
intently to the yelling opinions of 
news pundits and then regurgitate 
them as if they were original ideas. 
We cannot make reasonable and 
sound arguments anymore because 
the facts are neglected. We have be-
come a society that follows conven-
tion. 
 From an economic stand-
point, without creativity, there is no 

economy. A shortened attention span 
means a loss of the ability to con-
struct our own ideas and create new 
ways of making something. The truth 
is, we are giving into society’s whirl-
pool that is in essence dumbing us 

down. I understand that technology is 
great and has eased a lot of what we 
do, but I am simply afraid of our gen-
eration taking things a bit too far. We 
must watch ourselves, for our future 
is at stake. 
 There is a human resource cri-
sis and quite frankly, it’s only getting 
worse. Our current students all across 
the country are our primary assets 
in creativity; however, this seems to 
be in danger because television and 
today’s culture speaks of conformity 
and listening to ideas instead of mak-
ing your own. We are not given facts 
so that we make our own conclu-
sions, we are read opinions and have 
to follow them. This mitigation can 
be Orwellian in a sense that lessening 
the complex thoughts one has leads 
to ambiguous thoughts. It only takes 
reading 1984 to see what I am talking 
about. 
 But of course this is all a 
major extrapolation and might be 
dabbed in a bit of cynicism, but this 
is a different way to look at the Twit-
ter phenomena. We should not get 
too carried away with this technol-
ogy. When used to spread the word 
of protests for example, or providing 
links to news articles, it can be a use-
ful tool, but when all we are doing is 
telling a group of people we are go-
ing to eat a mango, you may start to 
question more keenly as to what tech-
nology really says about us.

What Twitter Says About Us

I gasped at Twitter’s 
140-character limit. 

What ever happened to 
detail and creativity?

We should not get 
too carried away with 

technology like Twitter.

CP

Twitter’s homepage is modern and stylistic, introducing new users to the world of tweeting.  
Twitter’s purpose can be boiled down to one question: “What are you doing?”
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By LLoyd eLLman

 Compared to cooking for your-
self, dining halls and Collegetown eat-
eries seem easy, fast, and cheap, since 
most of you reading this probably ad-
here to the “if it’s paid by my parents 
then it’s basically free,” philosophy. I 
understand, it’s easy to fall into such a 
characteristically freshman mentality 
(and when you are a freshman it totally 
makes sense), particularly if you live in 
a dorm. But for the majority of students 
who live off-campus and presumably 
have access to kitchens, shame shame 
shame.
 I want to focus this article on 
something a little closer to home than 

industrial farming or fish production, 
and I think the importance of cooking 
is as noble as any topic for a column 
dedicated to the larger issues that in-
form and influence eating. Why bother 
knowing where your food originates if 
you permit its total contamination on 
the way to your plate? 
 Easy. I won’t deny that rolling 
out of bed to your favorite West Cam-
pus eatery is an indulgently simple 
undertaking, but compared to cook-
ing a meal for yourself, it is certainly 
not easy. Cooking is an inherently 
meditative task, full of repetitive chop-
ping, stirring and flipping in a quest to 
achieve some standard of eatability. It’s 
not hard, especially with the assistance 
of a comprehensive introductory cook-
book (Mark Bittman’s “How to Cook 
Everything” is a great resource, as is a 
simple Google or YouTube search for 
your main ingredient). In just a few 
days of practice you’ll be able to make 
passable versions of most of your fa-
vorite foods, seriously.
 With this brief investment un-
der your belt, consider the repercus-
sions. First, you’ll encounter a sense of 
egotistical pride when you make a truly 
good (or at least decent) dish. Once you 
expand to three or four combinations of 
ingredients that resemble a meal, invite 
some people over to try them. Make 
sure to use the line “you should come 
over for dinner,” and before they can 
respond, add offhandedly “I’m cook-
ing.” If your non-cooking friends are 
not at least a little impressed, try again 
with a different group or practice your 
recipes a few more times. Finally, if 
none of this succeeds in dazzling your 
guests, invest in the panacea for hope-
less chefs: couscous. Not only is cous-
cous classy and complicated-sounding, 
it is probably the simplest thing you 
can prepare yourself, and extremely 
difficult to get wrong; you can even 
throw in some onions and call it a pilaf. 
Whatever you do, don’t give up. 
 Fast. This really depends on 
you. Most people I know spend at 
least 30 minutes each meal walking to 
and from dining halls and restaurants, 
waiting on line, choosing from the 
various menu options, eating, talking, 
eating dessert and talking some more. 

Time yourself next time and consider 
that in that half hour you could make 
a better-than-decent omelet, stir-fry, or 
any number of delicious, from-scratch 
dishes in the comfort of your own 
home. Sounds pretty good right?
 Cheap. I almost shouldn’t 
argue against this because it is so far 
from the truth. Yes, Big Red Bucks are 
like Monopoly money for most of the 
Cornell population, but we’re in a re-
cession and cooking your own meals 
is insanely cheap compared to eating 
on-campus or, God-forbid, eating in a 
restaurant every night. I cook almost 
daily and after a semester of grocery 
shopping the per-meal cost works out 
to around five dollars. I’m not kidding. 
Ask your parents if you can keep the 
difference, or save some of your own 
money and buy a new chef’s knife to 
fuel your new hobby; you’ll need a 
good one as your skills develop.
 With these suggestions in 
mind, try to cook one night this week 
or next; maybe throw in a brunch on 
a weekend. Get a few friends to enjoy 
the results with you and it’ll be hard to 
resist when they inevitably ask when 
the next dinner party might be. Yes, 
you heard right, dinner party.

CP

The right choice?  Bittman’s cookbook explores alternative foods and recipes for healthy living.

Cooking can be easier, 
faster, and cheaper 

than eating in dining 
halls or restaurants.
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Campus Poll Finds Most Students 
Support Reviewing Program House Policy

By miKe goLdStein

 About 3,000 Cornell undergraduates were randomly selected from the 
entire Cornell undergraduate population and asked to complete this short poll 
including questions about some current event issues and aspects of life at Cor-
nell.  We received a total of 720 responses, a slightly low number of responses 
compared to most official political polls, but still enough responses to reveal 
insights about the views and experiences of Cornell undergrads.  Be sure to note 
the margins of error for each question; they represent the range that a statisti-
cian would conclude, with 95% confidence, includes the actual percentage of all 
Cornell undergrads who would select that answer.  All responses were submitted 
from April 17-21.
 One of the most telling results of the poll is that about 60% of un-
dergraduates (who have an opinion) believe that at least some of the program 
houses should be converted into general-purpose housing.  With the incoming 
class of 2013 having about 100 more students than in recent years, housing for 
freshmen will become an issue next year.  The ideal situation is to build more 
housing units, but in the short-term this is impossible, especially due to the 
campus-wide construction freeze.  If some of the program houses (i.e. Ujamaa, 
Akwe:kon, JAM, Risley, etc.) are converted, then the non-Freshman who would 
have lived there are moved elsewhere.  For all the incoming freshmen being 
forced into unnatural triples next fall, a change is definitely desirable.  But will 
the university consider it?  In my opinion, they will not pursue this option due 

to fear of backlash from defenders of program housing, including many minor-
ity groups.
 Another important campus issue revolves around the musical acts for 
Slope Day.  When the 2009 Slope Day musical lineup of The Pussycat Dolls, 
Asher Roth, and The Apples In Stereo was announced, most of the reaction 
around campus that I observed was negative.  Many people like to compare 
the acts this year to more established acts of years past, including Kanye West 
in 2004 and Snoop Dogg in 2005.  But the results of the poll show that among 
students who have an opinion about this year’s musical acts (not neutral), only 
54.5% of students are dissatisfied.  When asked who would be the ideal artist 
or group to headline Slope Day, the most popular choice is clear.  The Red Hot 
Chili Peppers received 39 votes out of 473, which at 8.2% does not stand out at 
first.  But considering that the question was open-ended, and there are hundreds 
of choices available, this number is very significant.  The next highest tally was 
for Kanye West with 18 votes, less than half of the votes for the Chili Peppers.
 Overall, we at The Cornell Progressive are once again very pleased with 
the participation that we received in the poll, and we would like to personally 
thank all those students who participated.  Congratulations to Bo Yuan ‘09, the 
winner of a gift card to Target for participating. This is the end of my work as 
pollster for The Cornell Progressive, and I have really enjoyed running these 
polls over the past two years.  Thanks so much to all of the respondents, who 
took time out of their busy schedules to share their views and experiences with 
me.  You stay classy, Ithaca.

Which political party do you affiliate with?  ± 3.6%  N=720

Democrat- 50.7%
Republican- 10.6%

None (Independent)- 36.0%
Other- 2.8%

Thinking ahead to the 2012 Presidential election, who would you vote for 
as the next Republican nominee for President (Republicans only)?  

± 11.3%  N=73

Mitt Romney- 38.4%
Mike Huckabee- 21.9%

Ron Paul- 13.7%
Other- 26.0%

Is President Obama’s goal to rid the world of nuclear weapons realistic?  
± 3.6%  N=689

Yes- 24.1%
No- 75.9%

Notable Comments: 
“It is foolish. Nuclear weapons are here to stay, and there is nothing to assure us 
that any other country will act in good faith, so we are just shooting ourselves 

in the foot.”
“It has to be realistic, or the end is unknown”

“No but I appreciate the optimistic sentiment, and hope it will set a precedent.”

What is your favorite dining hall on Cornell’s campus?  ± 3.6%  N=704

Trillium- 22.3%
North Star Dining (Appel)- 14.2%

Robert Purcell Marketplace Eatery- 14.2%
Terrace at the Statler- 12.4%

Alice Cook Dining- 5.1%
Other- 31.8%

Do you read The Cornell Daily Sun on a regular basis?  ± 3.6%  N=720

Yes- 79.2%
No- 20.8%

About how many hours per week do you currently exercise at Cornell?  
±3.8%  N=643

0 to 1.9 hours- 24.3%
2 to 3.9 hours- 27.5%
4 to 5.9 hours- 23.3%
6 to 7.9 hours- 9.8%
8 to 9.9 hours- 3.9%

10 to 11.9 hours- 5.9%
12 or more hours- 5.3%

Average (±0.34 hours):  4.34 hours
Median:  3 hours

In light of Cornell’s very large incoming class of 2013, do you believe 
that any of the program houses should be 

converted into general-purpose dorms?  ± 4.0%  N=564

Yes, some should be converted- 46.6%
No, they should all be left alone- 39.4%

Yes, all of them should be converted- 14.0%

Have you ever lived in a program house at Cornell?  ± 3.6%  N=701

Yes- 12.8%
No- 87.2%

Do you approve or disapprove of the job that President David Skorton 
is doing at Cornell?  ± 3.6%  N=693

Approve- 89.3%
Disapprove- 10.7%

What would be your ideal artist/group to headline the 2009 Slope Day 
musical lineup? (open-ended)

(Numbers represent tallies of 473 responses)

Red Hot Chili Peppers = 39
Kanye West = 18

Dave Matthews Band = 17
Girl Talk = 11

Akon = 10
Jay-Z = 9

The Killers = 9
Lady GaGa = 9
Lil Wayne = 9
Coldplay = 8

Britney Spears = 8
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Vigil Expresses Support for 
Demoted Chi Alpha Student

could identify. The group was small, 
with only about 10-12 students, and 
most had grown up in the same sort 
of environment he had. He told the 
group that he was struggling with his 
sexuality, and they were supportive 
in the way one might expect: they 
wanted to work with him to help him 
move past his homosexual desires.
 Donohoe continued his as-
sociation with Chi Alpha, even serv-
ing as the Vice President. However, 
his relationship to his own sexuality 

changed. He became more comfort-
able with himself and wondered if 
his faith and his sexuality were truly 
incompatible. He informed the lead-
ers of Chi Alpha of his changing 
sentiments, and they told him that 
if acted on his desires, he would be 
asked to step down from his leader-
ship position. The summer before 
his senior year, Donhoe entered into 
a relationship with another male 
Cornell student. When he informed 
Chi Alpha, as expected, they asked 
him to step down. Donohoe want-
ed to continue in the leadership 
position, but Chi Alpha’s leaders 

“weren’t comfortable” with that idea. 
 The leaders of the group are 
named Matt and Tracy Herman; they 
are not paid through Cornell or even 
through the national chapter of Chi 
Alpha. The group is funded mainly 
by donations from area churches. 
 At first, Donohoe told me, he 
didn’t go public with what had hap-
pened. Though he was upset, he still 
valued his faith and his involvement 
with Chi Alpha. “I wanted to work 
within the group,” he said. He contin-
ued to attend small-group Bible study 
and Chi Alpha meetings, even though 
he no longer had a leadership position. 
 But as he tried to work with 
Chi Alpha, he realized he might not 
be able to make the kind of progress 
he wanted without extra action. He 
wouldn’t simply be able to convince 
everyone in Chi Alpha that his sexual-
ity could be compatible with his faith. 
At that point, Donohoe told me, he felt 
like he was “messing with things that 
[were] almost too large to change.” 
He realized that what had happened 
was a community issue and something 

that all of campus needed to hear.
 It all broke last Thursday, 
when the Cornell Daily Sun ran a 
front-page article about what had 
happened, and the Student Assem-
bly passed Resolution 41 halting Chi 
Alpha’s Student Assembly Finance 
Commission funding. The next day, 
dozens of students gathered for a 
peaceful, half-hour long vigil out-
side Chi Alpha’s meeting. One let-
ter to the Editor in the Cornell Sun 
expressed disgust with Chi Alpha. 
Friends expressed similar sentiments 

to me after reading the Sun article. 
But one person who isn’t vilifying 

Chi Alpha is Donohoe himself. He 
was upset with the way he was treat-
ed, but he had, after all, had a long-
standing relationship with the group. 
 What Donohoe’s case illus-
trates is the constant clash that seems 
to happen between LGBT people and 
people of faith. But what it also should 
tell us is that this doesn’t need to hap-
pen. Chi Alpha technically does have 
to the right to choose whom they want 
in leadership positions, but Donohoe 
is a dedicated Christian: exactly the 
kind of person who would be per-
fectly suited to serve on the executive 
board of a Christian organization. 
 Many have seen the Na-
tional Organization for Marriage ad 
about the gathering gay marriage 
“storm” and the sting from Proposi-
tion 8 is still on the minds of many. 
Much of the national opposition to 
homosexuality seems to come from 
religious outlets. This is frustrating 
for both LGBT people and Chris-
tians who would rather not associ-
ate themselves with the more radi-
cal anti-gay factions who seem to 
be getting so much airtime lately. 
 But with powerful actions 
like Donohoe’s vigil, we can begin 
to bridge the gap. Donohoe passed 
out small pink pieces of paper at the 
event, each bearing a powerful mes-
sage: “Our ultimate goal is to show 
that discriminatory beliefs have very 
human consequences.” LGBT people 
shouldn’t have to choose between their 
faith and their sexuality, and hope-
fully we will see fewer and fewer in-
stances in which anyone will have to. 

CP

Continued from page 1

I had a lot of 
preconceived notions 

about Donohoe’s story 
before I heard it directly 

from him.

One person who isn’t 
vilifying Chi Alpha is 

Donohoe himself.

The website homepage of Cornell’s Chi Alpha Chapter.

We at The Cornell Progressive 
support and encourage any thoughts, ideas, questions, or comments. 

We want this paper to be a forum for 
discussion and reader activity. 

Our goal is to make political discourse and awareness 
part of the Cornell experience.

If you wish to express your 
viewpoints on any article in the 
paper, please send a letter to the 

editors at:

CUProgressive@gmail.com



Conservatives Suddenly Wary of 
Government Spending

eral minutes, by Rachel Maddow her-
self and a co-host on the Olbermann 
show. While the discussion was ad
mittedly quite humorous, and would 
have fit in nicely on The Daily Show 
with Jon Stewart or Real Time with 
Bill Maher, MSNBC sacrificed a fair 
amount of credibility and integrity by 

airing such commentary, even among 
those who identify with its political 
bias. This bias, however, is easier to 
tolerate than that of Fox News. At 
least MSNBC doesn’t claim in every 
network graphic that they’re neutral. 
 Media response aside, the 
nature and validity of these Tea Par-
ties must be examined. The concern 
of many Americans that the deficit 
spending of the Obama Administra-
tion and the Democratic Congress 
will have to be repaid by future gen-
erations is certainly valid; indeed, 
the government is currently spending 
more money than at any time in history
 But these concerns can 
only be answered with a question 
that’s been asked of Republicans by 
Democrats since the inauguration: 
do you have a better idea? The an-
swer continues to be no. The only 
alternative proposed by the right to 
the Democratic economic recovery 
plans is more tax cuts, which most 

Democrats (and the voters who put 
them into office) feel are not going 
to solve our deep economic issues. 
 What’s more, even disre-
garding questions of policy, is the 
fact that conservatives are develop-
ing a reputation of being sore los-
ers. The Democrats won the elec-
tions, received a mandate, and are 
executing the policies which they 
feel are best for the country in 
this time of great difficulty. What 
could be more American than that?
Calling these protests Tea Parties 

is actually diminishing the histori-
cal legacy of the original Boston 
Tea Party, which was a protest of 
taxation without representation. 
Perhaps today’s protestors feel that 
they, too, lack representation, but 
the fact is that they do not. Just be-
cause candidates who support their 
views are not in office does not 
mean that they are not represented.
 A cornerstone of our Ameri-
can democracy is the policy that the 
majority rules. That may be a diffi-
cult pill to swallow for many on the 
right, but just four short years ago, 

it was the same pill forced down the 
throats of the left when former Presi-
dent Bush was elected. Speaking of 
Bush, it is worth asking conserva-
tives, as did a small group of coun-
ter-protestors in Cincinnati: “Where 
were you when Bush was spending 
billions a month ‘liberating’ Iraq?”
 If conservatives were truly so 
wary of great government spending, 
they would hold fast to their princi-
ples, not simply switch them on and 
off due to partisan loyalties. These 
Tea Parties may be an exercise of our 
fundamentally American rights, but 

the motivations behind them and con-
cerns voiced therein are little more 
than pathetic partisan complaining and 
bitterness at having lost the election.
 Conservatives are just mak-
ing themselves look weak and des-
perate, and they would be wise to 
stay quiet until campaigning for the 
next election begins. Unless they 
break away from tired, failed poli-
cies ideas for combating America’s 
most pressing issues, they may 
not have much to look forward to.
    CP

These Tea Parties were 
extensively covered, 
supported, and even 

encouraged by the right-
wing news media, namely 

Fox News.

Continued from page 1

Conservatives criticize 
Obama’s economic 

policies but offer few 
alternative visions of their 

own.
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Well, who wouldn’t want 
to teabag John McCain? 
--Ana Marie Cox on The 
Rachel Maddow Show

You know, I don’t understand this. [Dick Cheney] is vice president for eight years, you 
barely see a whiff of him. He lives in some subterranean lair, literally has his house removed 
from Google Earth. Then, when he’s no longer accountable to the American people, he’s 
popping up everywhere, can’t get him off my TV. He’s like the Mario Lopez of doom now. 
--Jon Stewart

Former President 
George W. Bush 
said today he 
does not remem-
ber seeing any 
of those torture 
memos. But to 
be fair, to Bush, 
any memo on his 
desk was torture. 
“I’m not readin’ 
that.” --Jay Leno

They are now holding national elections 
in India. You know, voting over there lasts 
a month. They have a month of voting, 
which seems long for an election. Un-
less you’re from Minnesota. Then it’s like 
nothing. --Jay Leno

Bill Clinton and George W. 
Bush will appear together on 
stage in Toronto for a two-
hour, friendly debate. Each 
side gets to pick a topic, so 
the first hour will be centered 
on the international banking 
crisis. The second hour will 
be dedicated to Nascar trivia. 
--Jimmy Fallon

But Dick Cheney is now criticizing President Obama, and he’s say-
ing that his recent actions around the world are ‘disturbing’ and 
‘not helpful.’ Yeah, yeah, things were so much better when Cheney 
was president, weren’t they? --David Letterman

MTV, Music Television, is putting actual music videos back 
on their network. If it works, Fox News said they’ll start do-
ing actual news again. --Craig Ferguson


