
By Sarah GreenBerG

 New York City is in the  thick 
of one of the most interesting may-
oral elections in recent history. The 
present mayor, Michael R. Bloom-
berg, was expected to complete his 
second term on December 31, 2009. 
However, careful manipulation of 
New York City election law has al-
lowed Bloomberg and other eligible 
city officials to run for  unprecedent-
ed third terms. Come Election Day, 
Democrat William C. Thompson, 
Jr., New York City Comptroller, will 
challenge the mayor in what many 
New Yorkers fear will be one of the 
most pathetic races in recent mem-
ory. Name recognition, unending 
funds, and a seemingly perfect politi-
cal track record all favor Bloomberg, 
while Thompson relies solely on the 
fact that he is a Democrat running 
for office in one of the largest con-
centrations of liberals in the country.
 In 2001, Bloomberg, then a 
Republican (now an Independent), 
was elected with the idea that a post-

9/11 New York would need a busi-
ness-minded leader to rebuild com-
merce and improve public education, 
social welfare, and the situation 
of New Yorkers living in poverty. 
 Eight years later, percep-

tions of the mayor’s success depends 
on social class. Fed Up New York, 
a newspaper run by local Working 
Families Party leaders, holds that 
the mayor’s policies have seriously 

undercut the lower classes. Only par-
ents of public school students in the 
middle class are affected by the new 
school reform and funding, which is 
a questionable improvement at best. 
Otherwise, the direct influence of the 
mayor is rather unnoticed by the up-
per and middle classes. If Bloomberg 
remains in office, there is great fear 
that the lower class will struggle even 
more under the heel of “King Mike.”
 Instead of running for a 
third term as comptroller, the easier 
choice, Thompson decided to face 
the mayor in his quest for another 
four years in office. Thompson has 
a long record of service in the city, 
duly noted by other officials. He has 
received local endorsements from 
expected public advocate-elect Bill 
de Blasio and comptroller-elect John 
Liu, but recently President Obama 
spoke out in favor of Thompson 
for mayor. Despite support from 
powerful figures, Bloomberg leads 
Thompson in the polls 52.7% to 
40.5% according to Pollster.com.
 With the endorsement of 

such a beloved president, it would be 
expected that Thompson would be a 
shoo-in for mayor in the 2009 elec-
tion. This is not the case, for it seems 
that money will outweigh political 
positions or importance. By refusing 
public funds, Bloomberg is free to 
spend millions of his private funds to 
“buy” the election. According to the 
most recent tally of America’s 400 
richest people by Forbes magazine, 
Bloomberg is ranked at number eight 
overall. Though impressive, it means 
that Bloomberg can spend endless 
amounts of money on literature, pub-
licity, and advertisements. Worth 
noting are the anti-Thompson com-
mercials, claiming the Democratic 
challenger is only “Politics as usual.” 
Ironic, considering Bloomberg is 
running on a strict no-change policy, 
as he expects to win his third term.
 Despite the varying suc-
cess people attribute to Bloomberg,

Continued on page 6

By anna CollinS

 On Sunday, October 11, more 
than 200,000 Americans marched on 
our nation’s capital in pursuit of na-
tionwide equality and to remind our 
leaders that the fight for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
rights encompasses more than just 
marriage. In the United States today, 
only 20 states have enacted legisla-
tion prohibiting discrimination based 
on sexual orientation and only 13 
have officially banned discrimination 
based on gender identity or expression. 
Additionally, 39 states prohibit gay 
and lesbian couples from marrying 
with laws modeled after the Defense 
of Marriage Act (DOMA), which 
bars federal recognition of same-sex 
marriages and allows states to ignore 
gay marriages performed elsewhere. 
At present, it is legal in 29 states to 
fire or refuse to hire LGBT individu-
als and in 38 states to reject trans-
gender individuals for employment. 
Despite our long history of success-
fully instituted civil rights legisla-
tion, prejudice on the basis of sexual 
orientation and/or sexual history re-
mains a daily hardship for approxi-
mately 10% of the U.S. population. 
 The recent National Equal-

ity March on D.C. demonstrated to 
President Obama and Congress that 
Americans are no longer satisfied 
with partial equality. While a few 
states have either fully or fractionally 
embraced LGBT equality by passing 
laws to allow civil unions, adoption 
by single gays, etc., total equality is  
made impossible by policies such 
as “Don’t ask, don’t tell” (DADT), 
which prevents gays and lesbians 
from serving openly in the military, 
and the aforementioned DOMA. 
 A key mission of March par-
ticipants, therefore, was to encourage  
the president to repeal DOMA and 
DADT and to sign legislation like the 
Employee Non-Discrimination Act 
(ENDA), introduced in the House 
only this past summer. ENDA, mod-
eled after the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, would provide basic protections 
on a federal level against workplace 
discrimination based on sexual orien-
tation or gender identity. If passed, it 
would become the first-ever federal 
ban on employment discrimination 
of LGBT people in the workplace.
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Inside this Issue

Marijuana: almost legal?, Page 4

New Jersey Election Day battle rages, Page 5

Republicans split in upstate New York, Page 6

Coal industry attemps to derail climate 
change legislation, Page 7

The sorry state of American education, 
Page 10

November 2, 2009Volume X, Issue IV

The Pursuit of Unconditional 
Equality: Thousands March 

on the Nation’s Capitol

The Power of Money v. the Power of Democracy:
 Bloomberg v. Thompson for NYC Mayor

 Cornell’s Liberal News and Opinion - www.cuprogressive.org Volume X Issue IV  November 2nd, 2009

Thousands of protestors descended on Washington, D.C., 
demanding equality.

As Bloomberg spends 
millions in order to 
“buy” the election, 

millions of New York-
ers wonder if the 

mayor will take his 
reelection as a 

mandate to manipulate 
more city laws.
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By ZaChary newkirk and JaCoB 
arem

 In the face of mounting debt 
and a dwindling endowment, Cor-
nell’s administration made the deci-
sion in April of this year to cut the 
Dutch and Swedish programs be-
ginning in the 2010-2011 academic 
year. In addition to the programs, 
two full staff positions will be elim-
inated. Cecilia Alm, a lecturer in 
Swedish, and Chrissy Hosea, a lec-
turer in Dutch, both became victims 
of the administration’s budget cuts.
 Kevin Chung ’11, vice presi-
dent of the Dutch Club,  w a s 
active in protesting the university’s 
decision. “We feel like it was an un-
justified decision on the administra-
tive end. We’re not really sure why 
it got cut,” he said but expressed 
hope in a future meeting with the 
administration. He and his peers 
also want to make the languages 
more known to the student body. 
 Languages are particularly 
threatened by budget cuts. Dutch and 
Swedish combined account for a mere 
$90,000 annually. “The administra-
tion seems to want to cut languages 
because they are less threatening and 
not well known,” said Chung. He 
makes the reverse argument, saying 
that because they are not financially 
significant, they should not be cut. 
Quecha, for example, has already been 
cut and Turkish has been delegated to 
merely an online option. Compared 
to the millions about to be spent on 
renovating distant Stocking Hall, 
these languages cuts are a pittance. 
 Dutch and Swedish are not 
widely offered languages in the 
United States. According to the 
Dutch Club president Mary Godec 
’10, only fifteen universities in the 
country offer these languages. Also, 

these programs are integral to gradu-
ate work. Cornell is a premier insti-
tution that boasts a strong Southeast 
Asian program and history program. 
The Netherlands played a strong 
role in the history of Southeast Asia 
region as well as the New York re-
gion. “It is a historic part of the uni-
versity. Swedish was first taught in 
1869, Dutch in 1883,” said Chung.
 Swedish and Dutch receive 
federal money for graduate students, 
course development, language train-
ing and European programming. “Ob-
viously, when these programs are cut, 
so will federal funding,” said Chung.
 Further, there is a language 
requirement in Cornell’s largest col-
lege, the College of Arts and Sci-
ences. By effectively forcing stu-
dents to take a foreign language, 
the policy is complemented by a di-
verse selection of language options. 
By cutting two potential languages 
for students, we suddenly have few-
er options to fulfill requirements. 
 The Cornell Progressive un-
derstands the financial situation fac-
ing the university. With a recent en-
dowment drop of 27% in late 2008 
and early 2009, the university faces 
a serious budgetary landscape for 
the near future. However, the elimi-
nation of key academic programs 
challenges the very foundation of the 
institution. “Any person, any study” 
has been a cornerstone of our cam-
pus for nearly a century and a half. 
 While the elimination of the 
Swedish and Dutch programs would 
indeed save money, it would only 
make a small dent in recovering from 
a loss in the hundreds of millions. 
Recently, a group of students in the 
Student Assembly Environmental 
Committee have conducted studies 
that show that by turning off lights 
in twenty academic buildings at 

night, the university could save over 
$60,000 a year. By simply flipping a 
switch in a handful of buildings when 
no one is using them, Cornell would 
save two-thirds of the spending of 
the Swedish and Dutch programs 
as well as help the environment. 
 We commend the efforts 
of Jolyon Bloomfield, his fellow 
members of the Student Assem-
bly, and the Cornell Sun for report-
ing these remarkable findings. They 
are exemplary in finding ways to 
save the university money in place 
of cutting key academic programs.
 Perhaps the university could 
introduce a policy that coordinates 
a building’s lights with its operat-
ing hours. For example, White Hall 
locks its doors at five in the eve-
ning but its lights remain blazing 
throughout the night. We find this 
usage unnecessary and financial-
ly and environmentally wasteful. 
 With this one example stem-
ming from the work of active students, 
the university could save money. If 
we continue to be active like those 
on the Student Assembly Environ-
ment Committee, we can find more 
ways for the university to save mon-
ey without threatening the academic 
diversity that makes Cornell such a 
unique and outstanding institution.
 We encourage our read-
ers to visit http://www.peti-
t i o n o n l i n e . c o m / C U S O S D /
petition.html and sign the petition to 
“Save Our Swedish and Dutch”. We 
urge you to join the over 400 signa-
tories to continue our time-honored 
tradition of “any person, any study.” 
While Swedish and Dutch may not 
directly affect you, what will stop the 
administration from cutting another 
program in the name of budget cuts?

“Any Person, Any Study”? 
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How Do You See It?
Students Speak Out

By Sam FerenC

 For this issue, we’ve decided to pose a question about life at Cornell to students and print their re-
sponses. Look for this feature in issues to follow as well. If you’d like to share your opinion in this column, 
email cuprogressive@gmail.com. 

 This issue’s question: 
How well do you think President Skorton and his administration have handled Cornell’s 

financial difficulties? Have you been affected by budget cuts?
Mark Du ‘12 (left)
Arts and Sciences

“Although the budget cuts and reorganization 
within the university haven’t directly affected 
me, I feel that there’s going to be opposition 
to any proposed cuts, and we have to trust the 
administration to make sound decisions.” 

Tiffany Tsai ‘12 (right)
Arts and Sciences

“I definitely remember dining hall hours being 
cut last year on North Campus, which affected 
me and my friends, but as long as I continue to 
receive my financial aid, I’m not concerned.” 

Iris Hoxha ‘13 (left)
Human Ecology

“I haven’t been personally affected at all. Over-
all I find that Cornell has remained true to its 
commitment to allow any person to enter any 
study; financial aid is still going above and be-
yond expectations to make this happen.” 

Angelina Brown ‘12 (right)
Arts and Sciences
“Being a resident of the Latino Living Center 
for two years, I have seen how the budget cuts 
have affected the program houses, specifically 
in that the LLC has very little funding to work 
with. I feel that continued investment in the 
Program Houses is not only important, but cru-
cial if there will be a successful future for them 
at the university.”

 The financial crisis may affect us all, but not all students on campus have deep knowledge of Cornell’s finan-
cial troubles. This could be interpreted positively or negatively. On the one hand, students’ lack of involvement 
shows that the administration has been succeeding in managing the crisis effectively, in that is has not provoked 
widespread anger. On the other hand, this may speak to an apathy and ignorance on the part of the student body 
that has been lamented in several Cornell publications. 
 
 The truth perhaps lies somewhere in the middle. One cannot fault the student body for not understanding 
the workings of Cornell’s dauntingly complex administration; in this season when we live from day to day and 
prelim to prelim, long articles in the Sun about fiscal policy are simply difficult to read, let alone internalize. That 
said, on issues directly affecting daily student life, such as dining, housing, and financial aid, concern is apparent, 
as these interviews show. It seems fair to say that Cornell’s student body is not apathetic with regard to the bigger 
picture, but simply lacks the time and energy to devote to understanding it fully, while remaining actively engaged 
in issues that hit closer to home. 

CP
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By roxana amirahmadi

 Americans who use or sell 
marijuana will no longer be pros-
ecuted as long as they adhere to 
their respective state laws, said the 
Justice Department on Monday, 
October 19. Both marijuana sup-
pliers and patients in the 14 states 
where medicinal marijuana is le-
gal will not be indicted by federal 
courts, allowing the Justice Depart-
ment to use its resources in a way 
that is more “efficient and rational.”
 While this statement from the 
Justice Department does not take any 
significant steps towards extending 
decriminalization or medicinal use of 
marijuana to more states, it shows that 
the federal government wants state 
prosecutors in the 14 states where 
medicinal marijuana is legal to fo-
cus more on more pressing concerns. 
 “It will not be a priority to 
use federal resources to prosecute pa-
tients with serious illnesses or their 
caregivers who are complying with 
state laws on medical marijuana, but 
we will not tolerate drug traffickers 
who hide behind claims of compli-
ance with state law to mask activities 
that are clearly illegal,” said Attorney 
General Eric H. Holder Jr. wrote in 
a statement. Clearly, law enforcers 

will still need to be wary of possible 
abuses of medicinal marijuana laws 
that facilitate drug trafficking. In fact, 
America is the largest source of rev-
enue to the drug cartels in Mexico.
 News of the administra-
tion’s tone shift towards medicinal 
marijuana has sparked debate across 
ideological and party lines. While 
libertarians and conservatives sup-
port the protection of states’ power 
to control their own policies towards 
medicinal marijuana, Representa-
tive Lamar Smith of Texas claimed 
that while state power over drug 
laws are being upheld, such a shift 
in tone from the federal govern-
ment would weaken its enforcement 
of drug laws. Some federal law en-
forcement officials have even pri-
vately voiced their concerns about 
the fact that the marijuana abused il-
legally in the United States and the 
marijuana sold to patients come from 
the same source: Mexican cartels.
 Despite the dissent of some 
law makers and law enforcers, polls 
over a span of many years have shown 
that many Americans support the use 
of medicinal marijuana for patients 
who really need to relieve pain from a 
serious illness. Graham Boyd, the di-
rector of the Drug Law Reform Proj-
ect at the American Civil Liberties 

Union, applauded the Justice Depart-
ment’s tone shift, saying to the New 
York Times, that it is “an enormous 
step in the right direction and, no 
doubt, a great relief to the thousands 
of Americans who benefit from the 
medical use of marijuana.” He added 
that many states and cities “will have 
a strong incentive to create regulated, 
safe and sensible means of getting 
marijuana to patients who need it.” 
 To many supporters of the 
legalization of medicinal marijua-
na, this tone shift is a glimmer of 
hope, especially after the  Bush era 
when the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration (DEA) raided count-
less medicinal marijuana clinics, 
even those that were complying with 
their state laws. Unfortunately, the 
Obama administration is also reluc-
tant to show its support of extend-
ing legalization of medicinal mari-
juana to other states. “I’m not going 
to get into what states should do,” 
White House Press Secretary Robert 
Gibbs said to the New York Times.
 However, the Obama admin-
istration has also taken many steps 
towards providing federal prosecu-
tors with standard guidelines outlin-
ing how to efficiently identify cases 
that may involve illegal marijuana 
abuse. For example, cases that in-

volve illegal possession of a fire arm 
or sales to minors would require in-
tervention by federal prosecutors.
 Beyond the debate of whether 
or not marijuana should be legalized 
for medicinal use, the actual health 
benefits associated with marijuana 
use are still in question. The DEA 
has outlined its view on the benefits 
of marijuana use on its website, stat-
ing that “smoked marijuana has not 
withstood the rigors of science — it 
is not medicine and it is not safe.”
 However, many Americans 
support the use of marijuana for me-
dicinal reasons, claiming that it can 
significantly reduce chronic pain, 
nausea, and other symptoms associ-
ated with serious illnesses, includ-
ing cancer. With California being 
the first state to allow distribution 
of marijuana through doctors’ pre-
scriptions in 1996, 13 other states 
allow medicinal marijuana use: 
Alaska, Colorado, Hawaii, Maine, 
Maryland, Michigan, Montana, Ne-
vada, New Mexico, Oregon, Rhode 
Island, Vermont and Washington.

CP

Justice Department Announces Softer 
Stance on Marijuana Prosecutions

By lloyd ellman

 Last week two car bombs 
detonated in downtown Bagh-
dad, killing about 150 people and 
wounding hundreds more. In Au-
gust four bombs exploded in the 
Iraqi village of Qahataniya, killing 
over 500 civilians. In the past year 
improvised explosives and suicide 
bombers killed more than 2,000 in-
nocent Iraqis, causing uncountable 
destruction to lives and property.
 Just the most recent attack 
devastated several government build-
ings in an attempt to discredit Prime 
Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki, who 
has claimed that Iraq is safer than 
ever and is prepared to operate in-
dependently when American troops 
withdraw entirely in 2011. Prime 
Minister al-Maliki will run for re-
election in January of 2010. 
 Somehow, even with the 
constant violence and fierce power 
struggle, Americans (college stu-
dents are not excluded) seem to 
have lost their concern for Iraq. 
Maybe we’re jaded as a country. 
Operation Iraqi Freedom has been 
underway for more than six years 
and it has been almost three since 
Saddam Hussein’s execution. Each 
week new reports of suicide and 
roadside bombings describe the 
constant loss of civilian and mili-

tary lives. After years of constant 
reporting on these murders, apathy 
might not be appropriate, but seems 
to be the only widespread response.
 Some American attention has 
gone instead to nearby countries. Af-
ghanistan’s government recently de-
clared an election runoff (essentially 
a re-vote) to be held in November 

to decide if President Hamid Karzai 
will remain in office for another term. 
At the same time, President Obama’s 
declaration that Afghanistan is the 
“central front” in the war on terror 
has provided justification for addi-
tional troop buildup in the region. 
 In Pakistan the Taliban forces 
have merged in some places with Al 

Qaeda to combat the Pakistani mili-
tary. In South Waziristan, a north-
western region of Pakistan bordering  
Afghanistan, the Pakistani military 
is engaged in fierce conflict with 
Taliban militants. Despite rampant
anger in Pakistan towards the United 
States, Pakistani armed forces are

Continued on page 6

American Attention Shifts Away from Iraq
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By TaSkin rahman

 
 Currently, candidates are 
in the midst of an intense battle for 
the New Jersey governorship. Al-
though there are twelve official can-
didates for the November 3 election, 
the two frontrunners are incumbent 
Democrat governor Jon Corzine and 
Republican Christopher J. Christie. 
Corzine’s running mate is New Jer-
sey Senator Loretta Weinberg and 
Christie’s running mate is Monmouth 
County Sheriff Kim Guadagno. Both 
Corzine and Christie have tried to 
address the pressing issues of tax-
es and economic problems in their 
platform. According to the Green-
berg Quinlan Rosner Research sur-
vey, Corzine is in the lead by a mere 
3% over Christie, who has 39% of 
New Jersey’s vote, as of October 22.  

 Corzine’s platform focuses 
on improving the economic condi-
tions in New Jersey and ensuring 
that education still remains a top pri-
ority in the state budget despite the 
recession. New Jersey’s economy 
has suffered during the current global 
economic crisis. Unemployment has 
risen significantly during Corzine’s 
term and his opponent Christie has 
repeatedly stressed Corzine’s fail-
ure to rectify this situation. Despite 
Corzine’s rebuttal that the unprec-
edented high rate of unemployment 
stems from the economic crisis and 
not his administration, his platform 
still promises to create new jobs, es-

pecially in the transportation, educa-
tion, and energy sectors, in order to 
combat the trend. The creation of 
new jobs is just one component of 
Corzine’s plan to improve New Jer-
sey’s economy. With the economic 
recession, most families have been 
unable to afford health care. As a 
result, Corzine has increased fund-
ing for children’s health care and 
is in the process of trying to reduce 
healthcare costs for all residents. 
Corzine’s belief in the value of an 
education is demonstrated by his sus-
tained spending on education despite 
the continuing economic downturn. 
 Corzine’s main objective is 
to ensure the economic and financial 
safety for all citizens of New Jersey, 
especially the middle class, by cre-
ating a tax policy that is fair to all 
groups. In order to make sure that 
there is enough funding for his proj-
ects, Corzine successfully decreased 
state spending, by eliminating un-
necessary expenditures. By reduc-
ing state expenditure by $1.8 billion, 
Corzine was able to reduce the deficit 
without implementing an increased 
income tax. On the contrary, he pro-
vided property tax relief so that ho-
meowners would not default on their 
mortgages. All of these policies were 
aimed at ensuring that people were 
not forced out of their homes due to 
the inability to make payments and 
thus ensure a better living standard. 
 Christie’s campaign ad-
dresses the issues of corruption, fis-
cal waste, taxing policy, government 
spending, and unemployment. He 
views Corzine’s administration as be-
ing inefficient and unethical. Christie 
cites Corzine’s inability to prevent the 
loss of 200,000 jobs during his term 
and the high rate of foreclosures in 

New Jersey as key indicators of his 
failure to deal with the economy. He 
wants to lower taxes, especially in-
come and corporate taxes, because 
he believes that this will attract more 
business to New Jersey. With an influx 
of businesses, unemployment will 
decline and people will have more 
income that can be used to prevent 
foreclosures of their homes. Also, he 
plans to create a program called Jer-
sey Partnership for Action in order to 
retrain unemployed employees and 
help them find jobs. To make up for 
the reduced revenues from lower tax-
es, Christie plans to reduce the size 
of the state workforce. Furthermore, 
Christie, just like Corzine, believes 
in funding education. His platform 
will provide grants to colleges and 
universities, especially those with 
an energy conservatism curriculum.

 Throughout the campaign, 
Christie has used ethics in order to 
differentiate himself from Corzine. 
Christie cites the 2009 arrest of 44 
public officials in New Jersey during 
the FBI operation Bid Rig concerning 
political corruption to highlight the 
unethical selections that Corzine has 
made in his administration. During 
the FBI probe, Corzine’s Commis-

sioner of Community Affairs Joseph 
Doria was heavily investigated and 
his house was raided. While Doria 
was never officially charged, Corzine 
still asked for his resignation. How-
ever, this was not enough to extricate 
Corzine from the corruption scandal 
and Christie has used this negative 
portrayal of the Democratic party in 
his campaign for the governorship.             
   

 President Barack Obama and 
Vice President Joe Biden have en-
dorsed Governor Corzine and have 
applauded his policies and vision. 
Momentum from these endorsements 
and the fact that New Jersey is gener-
ally a Democratic state, which has not 
elected a Republican in a state-wide 
election since 1997, seems to serve as 
positive signs for Corzine’s reelection 
bid. However, despite these historical 
trends, the close proximity of the two 
major contenders seems to indicate 
that Corzine’s victory is not a guar-
antee. The outcome of this election 
will help gauge the political climate 
in a state home to many Cornellians. 

CP

Christie Challenges Corzine in 
New Jersey Governor’s Race

President Barack 
Obama and Vice 

President Joe Biden 
have endorsed 

Governor Corzine and 
have applauded his 
policies and vision.

Christie’s campaign 
addresses the issues 
of corruption, fiscal 
waste, taxing policy, 

government spending, 
and unemployment.Corzine’s platform 

focuses on improving 
the economic 

conditions in New 
Jersey and ensuring 
that education still 

remains a top priority 
in the state budget 

despite the recession.

 
Jon Corzine (left) and Christopher J. Christie (right)

The race for governor 
has remained tight and 

unpredictable.

Continued from page 5

aided by American military technol-
ogy because of the critical role Paki-
stan must play in ousting the Taliban.
 Iran’s nuclear program and 
political unrest are additional causes 
for concern in the tumultuous re-
gion. The June election that eventu-
ally reinstated President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad was highly contested 

by an outspoken opposition that re-

mains active today. The protests and 

violent arrests made international 
headlines, but were not sufficient to 
change the interpretation of the elec-
tion’s results. Last month Ahmadine-
jad agreed to allow inspectors to visit 
the newest nuclear facility and to out-
source a majority of Iran’s uranium 
enrichment to neighboring countries, 
but many observers are skeptical of 
his intentions. 
 So what about Iraq? The 

problem of American indifference 
does not seem to be limited to only 
Iraq, but rather includes the entire, 
convoluted dynamic throughout the 
Middle East. What about Iran, or 
Pakistan, or Afghanistan? The point 
is not any specific country, but rather 
the dull lack of concern for a conflict 
that is central to the world’s political 
climate and to our own international 
policy in the near future.          CP

Iraq: Another Day, Another Bombing

Even with the constant 
violence and fierce power 
struggle, Americans seem 
to have lost their concern 

for Iraq.
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By JoSh Uhr 

 Since Obama’s election last 
November, talk and speculation 
about the future of the Republican 
Party has been rampant. But specu-
late seems to be all we can do for the 
time being, at least until 2010’s con-
gressional elections shed more light 
on how divided the party really is 
and how much it may have already 
healed from the wounds inflicted 
by scandal, unpopular warfare, and 
financial hardship during the Bush 
presidency. But who really wants 
to wait for 2010? I know I don’t, 
and for those of you who are as 
impatient as I am, here’s some good 
news: you don’t have to.
 Why not? Because the up-
coming special election in Upstate 
New York’s 23rd Congressional 
District might reveal just how much 
the party remains divided almost 
a year after Senator John McCain 
failed to unite Republicans in sup-
port of his presidential bid. Allow 
me to paint the scene: the district 
is mostly rural, and it encompasses 
much of the Adirondack Mountains. 
It’s also traditionally Republican. In 
fact, in the past seven congressional 
elections, a Republican has never 
won with less than 60% of the vote. 
Last November, however, President 
Obama carried many of the coun-
ties within the district’s boundaries 
in the general election. And as I sit 
here writing this article, another 
heated political battle is being waged 
in the district, which currently has 
no representation in the House of 
Representatives since Obama chose 
Rep. John McHugh (R-NY) to serve 

as the Secretary of the Army.
 In this political contest, 
which sharply breaks from trends 
in ones previously fought in the 
district, polls have the Republican 
candidate, Dede Scozzafava, trail-
ing the Democratic contender, Bill 
Owens, by 5 percentage points. The 
district, however, is not becoming 
significantly more Democratic, if at 
all. So, what’s causing the surprising 
polling results? Rifts in the Republi-
can Party. 
 In this election, scheduled 
for November 3, Conservative Party 
candidate Doug Hoffman will likely 
block Scozzafava’s path to the Unit-
ed States Capitol. Hoffman’s candi-
dacy, according to the latest Daily 

Kos/Research 2000 poll, is support-
ed by 23% of the district’s popula-
tion, compared to Scozzafava’s 30%. 
Hoffman is popular in the district 
because of his (unsurprisingly, given 
the name of his party) conservative 
values. Unlike his Republican oppo-
nent, he stands against gay marriage 
and abortion rights. More simply, 
he appeals to the socially conserva-
tive Republican base more than the 
relatively liberal Scozzafava does. 
 While I think any election 
is fun to follow (I am a government 

major, after all), this one is particu-
larly exciting because of the impli-
cations it could have for the GOP, 
which is built on two separate and 
largely unrelated bases – the socially 
conservative base and the finan-
cially conservative base. Scozzafava 
believes that the government does 
not have a role in business, accord-
ing to her campaign website, a belief 
shared by what I’ll call financial 
Republicans. But she alienates social 
Republicans with her views on gay 
marriage and abortion, two hot 
issues in contemporary American 
politics. 
 This is where Hoffman 
comes in to the picture – he appeals 
to the social conservatives that are 
unsatisfied with their Republican 
candidate, and hence the division 
in the Republican Party. Each party 
base, both of which have tradition-
ally voted Republican, has its own 
candidate in this election. Further-
more, it’s not just Upstate New York 
Republicans that are split between 
the two politicians. The national 
Republican establishment itself is 

divided over this election. Many 
powerful party figures have endorsed 
Hoffman; among them are frighten-
ingly conservative former Alaska 
Governor Sarah Palin and former 
Senators Rick Santorum and Fred 
Thompson. Others in the party, like 
former House Speaker Newt Gin-
grich, have rallied behind Scozza-
fava. The divided support may well 
result in the election of a Democrat 
in a district that is anything but 
Democratic.
 If the polls are accurate and 
Bill Owens does take New York’s 
23rd, what would this mean for the 
party whose two bases seem to be 
increasingly at odds? It’s hard to say 
with any substantial level of confi-
dence, but it seems to me that the 
Republican Party’s political woes 
in the district are a result of trends 
moving through conservative blocs 
across the country. For a more defi-
nite answer to that question, though, 
it looks like we might just have to 
wait for 2010’s midterm elections.
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Liberal vs. Conservative vs. Conservative:
Upstate Congressional Battle Reveals Cracks in Republican Party

New York City Election: 
Thomspon Challenges Bloomberg

Continued  from page 1

many object to his second re-election 
on principle. He’s been successful 
at  manipulating the law once, and

a significant number of New York 
ers fear nothing will be able to 
stop him once safe in a third term. 
 The Lo-Down, a popular 
Lower Manhattan blog, suggests that 
when de Blasio and Liu take office, 
they will openly challenge Bloom-

berg as outspoken opponents. Bloom-
berg may also be deceived in thinking 
he has a mandate from the electorate 
to continue with his current policies, 
while complaints from community 
leaders indicate that he is more det-
rimental than beneficial to the people 
he claims to help. Thompson may 
not be hopeless, but with few days 
remaining before Election Day, his 
team has to make the candidate even 
more visible than Bloomberg and 
widen their get-out-the-vote scheme. 
 The Thompson campaign 
has struggled with playing hardball 
in the past, and it’s now left to New 
Yorkers, who can only hope that 
their fellow neighbors will help to 
vote out a stagnant mayor and elect 
a voice for change in New York City.
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Despite powerful 
endorsements, including 
from President Obama, 
Thompson trails in the 
polls by 12 percentage 

points.

New York City Comptroller Bill Thompson faces an uphill battle in his race 
against two-term mayor Michael Bloomberg.

Rifts in the Republican 
Party may hand this 
upstate district to the 

Democrats.

Republican Dede Scozzafava (left), Conservative Doug Hoffman (middle), 
and Democrat Bill Owens (right).
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By ViVian ChenG

 The coal industry front group 
American Coalition for Clean Coal 
Energy (ACCCE) spent nearly $10 
million lobbying against progres-
sive climate change legislation over 
the past 18 months, the Politico re-
cently reported. With the Senate 
currently considering its version of 
the clean energy act, and the global 
Copenhagen climate conference rap-
idly approaching in one month, we 
must push back against groups like 
ACCCE that would rather protect 
their personal interests than work to-
wards protecting our planet’s future. 
 Cornell students recently par-
ticipated in such action at the Campus 
Sustainability Festival on October 
22, 2009. The effort coincided with 
the international campaign 350.org’s 
International Day of Climate Action 
on October 24. The day’s purpose 
was to raise public awareness of the 
need for a more ambitious interna-
tional climate treaty than is currently 
on the table for the December Co-
penhagen conference. Although 350.
org saw action from all corners of the 

Earth, the American coal industry’s 
millions may be pulling more weight. 
 ACCCE hired the Hawthorn 
Group as its public affairs firm, 
which in turn hired lobbying firm 
Bonner & Associates to advocate 
their coal interests. Bonner & Asso-
ciates is the scandal-ridden firm re-
sponsible for forging 13 letters that 
were sent to Congress this June, en-
couraging undecided Democrats of 
the House of Representative to vote 
against the American Clean Energy 
and Security Act of 2009 (ACES). 
The letters, complete with imitated 
letterheads and false signatories, 
claimed to represent minority, se-
nior, and veteran groups including 
the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People. As the 
House bill only passed by a fraction, 

big industry is clearly gaining ground 
over true grassroots campaigns or-
ganized by everyday citizens who 
acknowledge the detriment future 
generations will face if we do not 
address global climate change now. 
 The idea of climate change 
is being challenged not only on the 
House and Senate floors, but also 
within the American public. The 
Pew Research Center for the People 
& the Press’ latest national survey, 
conducted September 20-October 
4, indicates that fewer Americans 
see global warming as a “very seri-
ous problem.” Only 35 percent of 
the 1,500 adults surveyed via cell 
phone and landlines believed this, 
compared to the 44 percent who did 
in April 2008. Similarly, the number 
of Americans who “think there is 
solid evidence that the average tem-

perature on earth has been getting 
warmer over the past few decades” 
saw a 14 point drop from 71 percent 
in April 2008 to 58 percent today.  
 “Anti-climate change legisla-
tion lobbies will always have more 
money to throw into this fight, so a 
widespread grassroots movement that 
publicly demands an effective, sci-
ence-based climate change bill from 
our nation’s leaders is pivotal to win-
ning this battle,” Kristen Loria ‘11 
said. Loria, a natural resources major 
in the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences, participated in the Sustain-
ability Festival and posed with an “I 
support 350” sign on Ho Plaza along 
with nearly a hundred other students. 
The number 350 refers to the amount 
of carbon dioxide in parts per million 
that scientists determined as the upper 
limit that is safe for our atmosphere. 
 Today, the Earth’s atmo-
sphere consists of 390 ppm of carbon 
dioxide, and the number is rising by 
about 2 ppm every year, according 

to 350.org. “A call for real, effective 
action by our government on climate 
change, such as the work done for the 
350 campaign, is especially relevant 
given the powerful opposition to cli-
mate change legislation,” Loria said. 
 Bonner & Associates claims 
to specialize in similar grassroots 
campaigns, but in reality, the firm 
is astroturfing—creating fake local 
campaigns to influence policymak-
ers in the direction of their clients. 
For example, Philip Morris hired 
Bonner in the early 1990s to garner 
support to stop the workplace smok-
ing ban, according to the National 
Journal. The firm clearly has substan-
tial experience in promoting danger-
ous substances for corporate gain.  
 Although ACCCE knew 
the letters to Congress were forged 
and instructed the firm to notify the 
affected Representatives, Bonner 
dragged its feet until weeks after 
Congress voted on the energy bill, 
Frederick Frommer of the Associated 
Press reported earlier this month. Led 
by Rep. Edward Markey (D-MA), 
the co-sponsor of ACES, the Select 
Committee for Energy Indepen-
dence and Global Warming is now 
investigating ACCCE, the Hawthorn 
Group, and Bonner & Associates.   
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Coal Industry Astroturf Gains on Climate 
Change Action Grassroots Movements

Today, the Earth’s 
atmosphere consists 

of 390 ppm of carbon 
dioxide, and the 

number is rising by 
about 2 ppm every 

year.

The idea of climate 
change is being 

challenged not only on 
the House and Senate 
floors, but also within 
the American public.

As the House bill only 
passed by a fraction, 
big industry is clearly 

gaining ground 
over true grassroots 

campaigns organized 
by everyday citizens 
who acknowledge 

the detriment future 
generations will face 
if we do not address 

global climate change 
now. 

Kristen Loria ’11 supporting a 350 ppm CO2 limit at Cornell’s Campus Sustainability Festival. 
“Anti-climate change legislation lobbies will always have more money to throw into this fight, so a widespread grass-
roots movement that publicly demands an effective, science-based climate change bill from our nation’s leaders is 

pivotal to winning this battle,” she said. Photo by Alyssa Tsuchyia.



8 Volume X, Issue IVThe Cornell Progressive

By JeSSiCa PaChak

 Over the past several weeks, 
the world has heard a variety of re-
actions to the recent award of the 
Nobel Peace Prize to our very own 
President Barack Obama, but the 
one that stands out the most is the 
skeptical response of “What has he 
done to deserve it?” And, honestly, 
what has President Obama accom-
plished? This is a good question 
and one that merits thought and un-
derstanding, so let’s think about it. 
 Did the Nobel committee 
award Obama the Peace Prize solely 
because he is not George Bush? If 

they did, does it really matter? In the 
last eight years global opinion of the 
United States has plummeted, we got 
involved in two wars, and the global 
economy began to fail. The facts are 
simple: George W. Bush caused com-
plete chaos and disaster in the world, 
and President Obama is trying to 
minimize the damage and repair the 
world. The public often vastly under-
estimates the challenges that come 
with being President. In the United 
States, we elected an African-Ameri-
can to office – this is progress. We are 
closer than ever to universal health 
care in the United States – this is prog-
ress. Flavored tobacco has been made 
illegal in order to help keep children 

from smoking – this is progress. 
 The Nobel committee ac-
knowledges this progress and 
wants it to continue. In fact, 
they said they honored Obama 
for his “extraordinary efforts to 
strengthen international diplo-
macy and cooperation between 
peoples.” In response Obama said 
he was “humbled” and consid-
ers the decision a “call to action” 
more than recognition of his ac-
complishments. There have not 
been many leaders who can cap-
ture the attention and affection 
of the whole world in addition 

to giving humanity hope for a bet-
ter and brighter future for everyone. 
 Obama believes he does not 
deserve to be among the past Nobel 

Peace Prize winners, but he wants to 
push toward a broad range of inter-
national objectives like nuclear non-
proliferation, a resolution of the Ar-
ab-Israeli conflict, and a solution to 
global poverty and hunger problems. 
The Nobel Peace Prize committee, 
like any political body in the world, 
strove to be bolder in its decisions re-
cently in order to make a lasting im-
pact on global politics. In a time when 
the world needs global leaders more 
than ever, President Obama and the 

Nobel committee have stepped up to 
be the leaders we need to follow and 
to make the changes we need to see. 
President Obama’s incredible and un-
expected award should serve as a call 
to action for the whole world. Each 
country, government, and individual 
should take up the cause of peace and 
justice. We all have the ability, some-
where inside of us, to inspire hope 
and change in others, it is simply a 
matter of summoning this call from 
inside of us and acknowledging the 
inspiring and optimistic leadership 
of those around us. President Obama 
has stirred up more hope in the world 
than anyone has felt in a long time. 
He continues to work for equality and 
to strive for justice, both in the United 
States and abroad. The fact that the 
world has chosen to acknowledge his 
message of hope and support his mis-
sion for change shows that already 
the times are changing and the world 
is becoming a more positive place. 
President Obama will earn this award 
during the next seven years, and we 
should rally around our leader who, 
for the first time in quite a while, is 
a man respected and admired by the 
world’s citizens and global leaders.
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By ZaChary newkirk

 On October 20, 2009, histori-
an James McPherson spoke to a large 
crowd in the Hollis E. Cornell Audito-
rium in Goldwin Smith Hall. His talk 
marked the beginning of the Cornell 
library’s exhibition on Abraham Lin-
coln, celebrating his 200th birthday.
 McPherson is a Pulitzer Prize-
winning historian, most famous for 
his book The Battle Cry of Freedom. 
He was described as one “who knows 
more about the era [the Civil War] 
than almost anyone else.” McPher-
son gave his lecture to an overflowing 
and diverse crowd, comprised of ev-
eryone from Provost Kent Fuchs and 
former President Hunter Rawlings 
to local elementary school children.
 His lecture was entitled 
“Stretching the Constitution: Abra-
ham Lincoln as Commander-in-
Chief” and he spoke about the chal-
lenges President Lincoln faced when 
he took office, particularly in regards 
to his general policy, national strategy 
and wartime strategy. According to 
McPherson, Lincoln’s primary poli-
cy was the preservation of the Union 
based on majority rule. To Lincoln, 
secession was the “essence of anar-
chy.” McPherson said that Lincoln 
lived by German military theorist 
Carl von Clausewitz’s idea that war 
is the means to a political objective.
 Lincoln’s national strategy 
was complicated but boiled down 

to maintaining public support for 
the war. He did this in two primary 
ways. First, he used what McPher-
son called “political generals,” 
politicians appointed from certain 
areas or ethnicities for the sole pur-
pose of mobilizing their constituen-
cies. This worked to some extent. 
By 1862, over 670,000 soldiers had 
volunteered for the Federal Army, 
although on the other hand many po-
litical generals were militarily inept. 
 Lincoln also maintained 
public support later in the war by 
appealing to the Republicans and 
anti-slavery activists who originally 
elected him. While at first he sought 
support from Democrats, especially 
in the slave states that stayed in the 
Union such as Kentucky and Mary-
land, he later shifted toward an anti-
slavery stance. This shift occurred af-
ter Republicans grew louder in their 
opposition to slavery and Confeder-
ate victories required bolder action.
 McPherson discussed one 
of the more controversial aspects of 
Lincoln’s administration, his expan-
sion of presidential war powers, in 
a neutral tone. Among his powers 
were his declaration of a blockade, 
increasing the military and ordering 
the Treasury for more money with-
out the consent of Congress, and of 
course, the suspension of the writ of 
habeus corpus. Lincoln loosely in-
terpreted the constitution by imple-
menting these powers by viewing 

them as inherent to his position as 
Commander-in-Chief and in his duty 
to preserve and protect the Constitu-
tion. More famously, he compared 
this situation to a surgeon – it is bet-
ter to lose a limb to save a life but 
“never a life is given to save a limb.”
 The war strategy Lincoln 
employed evolved throughout the 
war. With little military background, 
Lincoln at first deferred to his se-
nior general, Winfield Scott, but 
after his retirement began to learn 
military matters himself. For ex-
ample, he urged his generals to de-
feat enemy armies rather than oc-
cupy their territories and indeed 
viewed Confederate General Rob-
ert E. Lee’s invasions of the North 
as opportunities rather than threats.

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

McPherson’s lecture was overtly 
apolitical and served as an eloquent 
beginning to a fascinating exhibition 
on the life and times of our sixteenth 
president. I encourage everyone to 
check out the exhibition in Kroch 
Library that includes a copy of an 
original Gettysburg Address in pos-
session by Cornell University (one 
of only five in existence), a copy of 
the Thirteenth Amendment, and the 
Emancipation Proclamation. In ad-
dition, the exhibition displays many 
photographs and memorabilia of 
Lincoln’s political life. It is an admi-
rable collection for his bicentennial. 
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Library’s Lincoln Exhibit Opens with Lecture by 
Famed Historian James McPherson

The Nobel Committee 
honored Obama for 
his “extraordinary 

efforts to strengthen 
international 

diplomacy and 
cooperation between 

peoples.”

Historian James McPherson recently visited Cornell to celebrate the 
opening of Kroch Library’s impressive exhibit.

The Unexpected Nobel Winner: Obama Wins Peace Prize
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By CaTherine lUSSenhoP

 The sting from the passage of 
Proposition 8 may have faded a bit, 
but both sides of the gay marriage de-
bate have been out in force for a simi-
lar fight in another location: Maine. 
In May, Governor John Baldacci 
signed a bill allowing gay marriage 
into law, despite his personal past op-
position to it.
 “I have followed closely the 
debate on this issue,” the Governor 
told the Maine Senate and House of 
Representatives. “I have listened to 
both sides, as they have presented 
their arguments during the public 
hearing and on the floor of the Maine 
Senate and the House of Representa-
tives. I have read many of the notes 
and letters sent to my office, and I 
have weighed my decision carefully.”
 Just as in California, family 
values groups immediately swept in 
to oppose the measure. Opponents 
collected the necessary signatures 
to turn the fate of the law over to 
Maine’s voters. Now on Tuesday, 
November 3rd, Maine voters will 
go to the polls to vote on Question 
1, which asks voters if they want to 
reject the new law allowing same-
sex marriage. Interestingly, “Stand 
for Marriage Maine” and Califor-
nia’s “Yes on 8” campaign are more 
similar than one might expect for two 
organizations separated by the entire 
continental United States. 
 It gets less surprising when 
you realize that the same person is 
behind both campaigns. The Yes on 
8 campaign hired Frank Schubert of 
Schubert Flint Public Affairs to man-
age their efforts. His work, combined 
with an enormous influx of donations 
from the Church of the Latter-Day 
Saints, received credit for Proposi-
tion 8’s 52-48 victory. Now Frank 
Schubert is managing Maine’s “Yes 
on 1” campaign, and the similarities 
are eerie.
 Schubert recycled some of 
the TV ads that aired in California. 
In fact, he changed hardly anything. 
One of the ads features a Massachu-

setts couple, Robb and Robin Wirth-
lin, talking about how their son’s 
teacher read “King and King,” a book 
about two princes who get married, 
to the class. “He’s in second grade!” 
Robin Wirthlin exclaims of her son in 
the ad.
 Maine’s version is largely the 
same as California’s. It does feature 
some urgent, dramatic music and a 
different teacher than the California 
ad. In the Maine ad, Charla Bansley,  
(identified only as “Teacher”,) ex-
plains that the gay marriage law has 
“everything to do with schools.” 
 While the ad implies that 
Bansley is a public school teacher 
who might actually be affected if 
there were some of sort of change 
in Maine’s curriculum (which there 
would not be), she is actually a teach-
er at a private Christian school. She 
also heads the Maine chapter of Con-
cerned Women for America, spoke at 
a “TEA Party” rally, and once tried 
to get a student expelled for writing a 
pro-gay marriage letter to the Bangor 
Daily News as part of a class project. 
 Schubert and his team prob-
ably figured they had succeeded once 
and could use the same recipe to 
succeed again. Fred Karger of Cali-
fornians Against Hate told Arkansas 
Channel 5 News, “It’s almost a car-
bon copy of what we saw in Cali-
fornia, where the right to same-sex 
marriage was given ... and now the 
same people are just hell-bent on tak-
ing away that right. It’s a boilerplate 
campaign.”
 Will the similarities unfold 
just as in California? Will the Maine 
electorate vote to strike down the 
marriage law? The similarities may 
end soon, as there are some important 

differences between the two states. 
Maine is considerably less religious 
than California, and while Catholics 
in Maine are donating heavily to “Yes 
on 1,” it’s nothing like the influx of 
dollars from the LDS Church in Cali-
fornia. Still, polls show that the race 
is close. A recent PPP poll has the tal-
ly split at 48-48, and famous pollster 
Nate Silver of FiveThirtyEight.com 
aggregated and weighted five polls 
and came up with a tally of 49 per-
cent against, 45.7 percent in favor of 
Question 1. 
 But in the midst of the nas-
ty fight, a touching video has begun 
making the rounds on the Internet. It 
happened in April during the hear-
ings on marriage in Maine, but it hits 

just as hard now. Philip Spooner, an 
86-year-old WWII veteran, got up 
to speak and told the story of a poll-
ing place worker who asked if he be-
lieved in equality for gay and lesbian 
people. He didn’t know what to say 
for a moment, but then responded, 
“What do you think our boys fought 
for at Omaha Beach?” He went on 
to the crowd: “These are the values 
that give America a great nation, one 
worth dying for.”
 Supporters of marriage equal-
ity in Maine and all over the country 
can hope that the Philip Spooners of 
the world with prevail over the Char-
la Bansleys and Frank Schuberts, but 
only time will tell. 
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Prop. 8, Part Two? Maine’s Question 1 Debate

Just as in California, 
family values groups 

immediately swept in to 
oppose the measure

The Rise and Fall of New York State Sen. Monserrate

By Sam moSS

 New York State’s Senate com-
prises sixty two members from places 
as disparate as midtown Manhattan 
to the North Country. One member, 
Hiram Monserrate, a Democrat, hails 
from the Senate’s Thirteenth Dis-
trict, which covers part of Queens.
 A former Marine Corps re-
servist and a police officer by voca-
tion, Monserrate first developed a 
reputation during his tenure as New 
York City Councilman for being 
feisty, outspoken, and willing to take 
on some of the most potent politi-
cal forces – Michael Bloomberg in-
cluded – sometimes yielding impres-

sive results. As reported by the New 
York Times, Monserrate “secured a 
compromise from Mayor Bloomberg 
to maintain a longstanding policy 
prohibiting city employees from re-
porting illegal immigrants to the fed-
eral authorities” in 2003. Monserrate 
was initially elected to the Senate 
on November 4, 2008, soon there-
after becoming Chair of the Senate 
Consumer Protection Committee. 
 Arrested on December 19, 
2008 on charges of stabbing his girl-
friend with a shard of glass, and re-
leased on bail later that day, Monser-
rate was nonetheless sworn into office 
on January 7, 2009. While Monser-
rate contended his girlfriend was in-

jured as a result of him falling on top 
of her with a glass in hand, his arrest 
prompted an investigation in which 
he was indicted on six counts of felo-
ny and misdemeanor assault of vary-
ing degree by a grand jury. On Octo-
ber 15, 2009, a jury found Monserrate 
guilty of misdemeanor assault and set 
his sentencing for December 4, 2009, 
whereupon a maximum sentence on 
one year in jail could be imposed. 
 Talk in Senate power circles 
has abounded since his verdict ear-
lier this month and expulsion from 
the Senate may be in store for him. 
Calls for his resignation have come 
from prominent Democrats such as 
Senators Charles Schumer and Kirst-

en Gillibrand, with very few remain-
ing by his side. Senate Democratic 
Conference Leader John Sampson, 
in conjunction with Senate Republi-
can Minority leader Dean Skelos, has 
created a committee of five senators 
to review Monseratte’s past actions 
and recommend a course of action 
with regard to his continued Sen-
ate membership. If he were expelled 
he would be the first legislator in 
nearly 90 years to be dealt that pun-
ishment by his comrades. A report 
by that committee is now pending.
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Victoria Eleftheriou (left) and Carla Hopkins (right) with their son 
Eli at a January press conference where Maine Senator Dennis 

Damon introduced gay marriage legislation in Maine. 



By maTheUS almeida oGleari

 Over the course of his cam-
paign as well as his term in office, 
President Obama has proposed 
some changes to America’s educa-
tion system. One such change is to 
give graduating students who at-
tend college $4,000 in exchange 
for things such as community ser-
vice or participation in the Peace 
Corps. He also proposed lengthening 
the time that kids spend at school.
 President Obama acknowl-
edges the deep-seated problems with 
the U.S.’s education system that 
many Americans overlook. This is 
not surprising, as many people, es-
pecially those who drive policy-mak-
ing, are highly educated. The U.S. 
has indeed produced a large pool of 
intellectuals through history, so it 
would appear as if the system is fine. 
 As fortunate as these people 
may be to have acquired a good edu-
cation, the system is not perfect. Soci-
ety should be judged by the well-be-
ing of its entire people as a whole, not 
merely the top few. The U.S. educa-
tion system is no different—its over-
all picture, contrary to popular belief, 
is less impressive than what the U.S.’s 
status in the world would suggest.
 An estimated 25% of U.S. 
students--one in four--do not gradu-
ate from high school. This is a dan-
gerously large proportion, which 
has serious implications. It can be 
demonstrated from this number the 
large discrepancies between schools 
in the U.S. There are a great num-
ber of schools across the country 
that produce impressive statistics 
with graduation rates in the high 

90s. Students in the Ivy League and 
other top colleges can relate to such 
schools because of the tendencies 
for these schools to produce stu-
dents of high caliber and preparation. 
 In order for good secondary 
schools like these to exist while re-
maining consistent with the national 
graduation rate in the 70s, there must 
also exist a multitude of schools 
whose graduation rates could go as 
low as the 50. Such disturbingly low 
rates and astoundingly high variance 
in the data presents a strong indica-
tion that something is wrong with 
the system. However, there is only 
so much that graduations can tell 
about the performance of students. 
Graduation means that students met 
their particular school’s standards, 
which could possibly skew data.
 Graduation rates also differ 
heavily between different races and 
socio-economic classes. According 

to the U.S. Census Bureau, Hispanic, 
for example, have graduation rates 
as low as in the 40s or low 50s in 
some regions. This is a big difference 
from Caucasians and Asians, whose 
graduation rates are in the low 80s. 
 Further investigation into 

education statistics yield numbers 
with similar implications. According 
to the U.S. Department of Education, 
“32 percent of 4th graders can read 
at grade level,” “17 percent of 12th 
graders are proficient in math,” and 
“18 percent of 12th graders are profi-
cient in science.” These are some of 
the many results of the Department of 
Education’s studies. These numbers 
seem low, and would not seem as 
bad if the U.S. fared better than other 
countries, which is not the case. Ac-
cording to William J. Bennett, former 
Secretary of Education, American 
12th graders rank 19th out of 21 in-
dustrialized countries in mathematics 
achievement, 16th out of 21 nations in 
science, and last in advanced physics.
 Post-secondary education 
rates are very low as well, with 
roughly 30% of the U.S. having a 
post-secondary education. This still 
ranks lower than other industrialized 
nations, according to the Organiza-
tion for Economic Cooperation and 
Development. Based on all this data, 
it can clearly be established that a 
problem exists with the system. The 
main question that must be addressed 
is how to fix the problem. President 
Obama’s proposals may perhaps be 
viable to help solve the problem.
 His first proposal regard-
ing the $4,000 credit awarded to 

college students in exchange for a 
variety of services has a good un-
derlying concept but may be insig-
nificant. Although a government 
subsidy would technically encour-
age greater participation, the differ-
ence is far too negligible. For col-
leges in the U.S. whose prices range 
anywhere from $14,000 per year for 
some public schools to $50,000 per 
year for some private schools, $4,000 
is not that much.  It would be if the 

price of post-secondary education in 
the U.S. were more like that of the 
United Kingdom, where college tu-
ition is capped at £3225 annually. 
 Obama’s proposed subsidy 
makes sense, but does not go far 
enough to cause drastic change. At 
greater values, it could definitely yield 
a significant increase of students in 
college. This would assist in solving 
the problem, but money is not the only 
barrier for college entry and gradua-
tion. Students first need to be ade-
quately prepared to enter college and 
then they must have the motivation to 
do so. These issues must also be ad-

dressed in complement with the Pres-
ident’s proposal to truly yield results.
 President Obama’s other 
proposal to lengthen the amount of 
schooling kids receive tries to ad-
dress the other problem of low pro-
ficiencies and performances in differ-
ent academic subject areas. Indeed, 
longer class times or more days in 
school would definitely improve stu-
dents in this sense, but how necessary 
is it? Efficiency must also be taken 
into consideration for implementing 
a change in the system of this kind. 
 Comparing to other coun-
tries, there is little indication that 
more school time would be the best 
solution to improving performance. 
According to MSNBC, “kids in the 
U.S. spend more hours in school 
(1,146 instructional hours per year) 
than do kids in the Asian countries 
that persistently outscore the U.S. 
on math and science tests — Singa-
pore (903), Taiwan (1,050), Japan 
(1,005) and Hong Kong (1,013)… 
despite the fact that Taiwan, Ja-
pan and Hong Kong have longer 

Continued on page 11
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Are American teachers paid enough?

Obama emphasizes the importance of 
education improvement and reform.

Society should be judged 
by the well-being 

of all of its citizens, 
not merely the top few.

Twenty-five percent of 
U.S. students do not 
graduate from high 

school.

President Obama 
acknowledges the deep-

seated problems with 
the American education 
system that many other 

politicians ignore.
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 Emily Hayes, a heterosexual 
freshman who attended the March, 
said that “the struggles of the LGBT 
community are my struggles and I 
was deeply honored to march along-
side my brothers and sisters in their 
fight for equal rights. The March 
didn’t end at the Capitol. It ends with 
freedom and happiness, and the ob-
stacles that stand in the way can only 
be overcome if we are together.” 
 Her twin sister Alicia, also 
a participant in the rally, holds 
that “we can’t turn our heads from 
the discrimination and injustices 
of the few. Just believing in lib-
erty and justice for all isn’t enough. 
You have to be willing to stand up 
for it and have your voice heard.” 
 Following the March, partici-
pants were cited as joining in for a 
variety of reasons: because they are 
proud, because they want their chil-
dren to live in world where equality is 

a reality, because they are members of 
long-term, healthy gay relationships, 
and because they want great acts 
more than they want great speeches. 
 While it is unfortunate and 
saddening that  national equality 
is not yet a reality, we must remain 
committed to the cause. There are 
several actions college students can 
take to bring our nation closer to 
maximum egalitarianism. Equal-
ity Across America, which organized 
the March alongside Campaign for 
Courage, recommends organizing a 
mobilization meeting in your Con-
gressional district. This November, 
bring together your family, friends 

and community allies to discuss ac-
tions that can be taken locally in sup-
port of LGBT rights. If you won’t 
be home this month, call or write 
your Congressman’s office instead 
and voice your opinion. Your sen-
timents will be recorded and sent 
to D.C. for consideration by your 
Representatives. Most importantly, 
during election seasons, vote for 
candidates dedicated to LGBT equal-
ity. For more ideas and informa-
tion on Equality Across America’s 
work or to make a donation, please 
visit www.equalityacrossamerica.
org. One need not be homosexual or 
transgender to appreciate the signifi-
cance of this particular movement: 
the struggle for complete equality, 
the necessity of democratic society. 
 When it comes to LGBT 
rights, education and raising aware-
ness are imperative. The more Amer-
icans are cognizant of the adversi-
ties faced by LGBT individuals on 
a daily basis, the more people will 
be inspired to unite for uncondi-
tional equality; equality that is not 

contingent upon one’s personal life-
style choices or biological makeup. 
 When I initially asked for 
sophomore Ben Nachman’s feelings 
on gay rights, he was not sure how 
to respond. After reflecting on the is-
sue, however, Ben said he realized 
that LGBT individuals, just like their 
straight counterparts, should also “be 
entitled to all rights.” Through exten-
sive grassroots campaigning and pub-
lic dialogue on the subject of LGBT 
inequality, hopefully more people 
will become motivated to consider the 
disparities between gays and straights 
and, like Ben, come to understand 
that they  constitute an injustice. 
 In the words of Keith Ol-
bermann, a graduate of Cornell 
University, on his show Count-
down, “this isn’t about yelling 
and this isn’t about politics; this is 
about love and the human heart.”
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Students March for Equality in D.C.

United States Education System 
Lagging Behind Peers

Continued from page 10

school years (190 to 201 days) than 
does the United States (180 days).”
 It would not necessarily be 
harmful to lengthen the school day, 
but it should be done as efficiently as 
possible. Before doing so, it would 
be best for the U.S. to re-allocate 
its current time investment in edu-

cation to better serve the students. 
If the aforementioned countries can 
outperform the U.S. in less school 
time, there should be no excuse for 
why the U.S. cannot match them.
 It would also be greatly help-
ful for teachers to be paid more, for 
they are the foundation of any edu-
cational system. Many good teach-
ers who have the capability to both 
better educate students in school 
and better motivate and prepare 
them for college are discouraged 
by the shockingly low pay. Ac-
cording to the New York Times, 

“the salary [listed] for a high school 
teacher in the United States with 15 
years experience as $36,219, above 
the international average of $31,887 
but behind seven other countries and 
less than 60 percent of Switzerland’s 
$62,052… [but] teachers in the Unit-
ed States have a heavier classroom 
load -- teaching almost a third more 
hours than their counterparts abroad 
-- their salary per hour of actual teach-
ing is $35, less than the international 
average of $41 (Denmark, Spain and 
Germany pay more than $50 per 
teaching hour, South Korea $77).”
 It is necessary that a plan also 

be proposed regarding the upsetting 
discrepancies between the vari-
ous demographics. There are few 
to no proposals at the federal level 
to eliminate these differences and 
promoting equity in education. This 
problem is highly reminiscent of 
the struggles and social pressures 
that these groups hoped to over-
come during the Civil Rights Move-
ment. Failure to tackle this prob-
lem is unacceptable and shameful. 
 It is admirable and impor-
tant that President Obama introduced 
these ideas. Whether or not the Amer-
ican people support specific aspects 

of his plan, he has put education re-
form on the agenda. Education in the 
U.S. is often taken for granted and 
disregarded as other current issues 
seem to constantly overshadow it. 
Education determines the very civil-
ity and progress of a society. Solving 
such an issue would reduce the sever-
ity of other problems the nation fac-
es. Given the widespread influence of 
educational institutions in everyday 
life as well as the public aspect of the 
education system, it is vital that the 
government take some drastic action 
to resolve these barriers to success.

“Just believing in liberty 
and justice for all isn’t 
enough. You have to be 
willing to stand up for 
it and have your voice 
heard.” –Alicia Hayes

According to the 
U.S. Department of 
Education, only 32 

percent of 4th graders 
can read at grade level, 

17 percent of 12th 
graders are proficient 

in math, and 18 percent 
of 12th graders are 

proficient in science.
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President Obama today 
agreed to commit an ad-
ditional 40,000 troops 

to help fight Fox News. 
--Jay Leno

On Thursday, a boy hid in a box. 
So I guess that was a faster way to 

tell that story.
 --Seth Meyers on the “Balloon 

Boy” hoax

President Obama went to New Orleans today to check up 
on the rebuilding efforts after Hurricane Katrina. When 

President Bush heard about it, he said, “There was a 
hurricane in New Orleans?” --Jay Leno

Hey, President Barack Obama wins the 
Nobel Peace Prize. How about that? 
Meanwhile, right now at an Arizona 
senior citizens center, John McCain is 

screaming, “Bingo!” --David Letterman

A big blockbuster movie 
this weekend, “Where the 
Wild Things Are,” yeah. I 
think it’s like a big Imax 
movie and it’s supposed 

to be for kids. I don’t 
know, by the end of the 

movie, all of the wild 
things have been hunted 
and shot by Sarah Palin. 

--David Letterman 

Did you see what happened to Rush Lim-
baugh? He wanted to buy the St. Louis 

Rams and they wouldn’t let him. He said 
this was a dream he had, to some day own 

black people. --Bill Maher

Last night, the White 
House hosted a tribute 

to Latin music. President 
Obama wiggled his hips 
a little on the dance floor 

at which point a com-
mittee in Sweden imme-
diately awarded him a 

Latin 
Grammy. --Conan 

O’Brien

A new survey found 
that the average man 
cries about six times 
a year. That number 

would be a lot lower if it 
weren’t for Glenn Beck. 

--Jimmy Fallon

The Nobel Prize for lack of chemistry 
went to John McCain and Sarah Palin. 

--David Letterman


